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Bigger fires and grasslands in the Slocan Valley: what climate change could bring
Fox from the Southeast Fire Centre.
He discussed fire prevention,
offering the FireSmart manual and
a vegetation guide to help people
make their homes and property fire
resistant.
Finally, Martineau talked about
SIFCo’s history in fuel management
treatment; the company has brought

in $2 million in funding to the
Slocan Valley for interface treatment
around the villages of Silverton,
New Denver and Slocan. They have
done computer modelling to show
where the worst areas are and will
be. He pointed out that creating
11 landscape level fuel breaks in
the most fire-prone watersheds

would cost about $4 million for
1,200 hectares, whereas the cost
of firefighting since 2007 has been
between $10 and $13 million.
SIFCo is still looking for funding
to create these breaks.
For more information, go to sifco.
ca and www.westkootenayresilience.
org.
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Landscape #12 (including Arrow,
Kootenay and Slocan valleys) will
change, and there is no way of telling
which one is correct. All depends
on global efforts to reduce carbon
emissions. The conditions could be
warm and moist, or hot and wet, or
very hot and dry.
“It’s getting hotter and drier at
lower elevations. All models show
decreased precipitation,” Utzig said.
The warm/moist scenario would
create conditions suitable for a
Ponderosa pine/savannah ecosystem
in the valleys, with a cedar/hemlock
mix at higher elevations. The
current wet sub-alpine forest would
disappear.
The hot/ wet bioclimate would
support transitional coast/interior
hemlock with pockets of grasslands,
and coastal hemlock higher up.
The very hot and dry scenario
would transform the valleys into
grasslands and steppe, with dry
cedar/hemlock and Ponderosa pine/
savannah up the mountainsides.
These conditions will affect not
only forestry and agriculture, but
wildlife; animals and plants may
adapt, migrate to more favourable
habitats, or go extinct.
Humans need to mitigate the
conditions, Utzig said, by changing
forestry practices to build resilience,
and by creating fire breaks to
slow down or stop wildfires. Best
options are “to improve the way
we manage forests to help other
species” and “to achieve adaptation
and mitigation by sequestering
carbon.” His suggestions included
leaving the biggest and best trees
and stopping the practice of burning
slash. Another possibility is growing
tanks of algae to suck up the excess
CO2.
“Forty years ago the way to
protect nature was to lock it up and
preserve it. Now, with ecosystems
changing, species might not be
able to survive in the habitat we’ve
protected for them.”
The next speaker was Jonathan

As usual, Winter Blues Boogie patrons danced up a storm from the first song to the last at the 25th anniversary of the event, which
raises funds for the Lucerne preschool. Dr. Fun and the Nightcrawlers reunited for the occasion and the evening opened with a
rollicking set from Holly Hyatt & Friends. See story on page 12.
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by Katrine Campbell
What will our corner of the
world look like in 65 years, when
climate change has affected not only
our weather but our forests, habitats,
lake temperatures and wildlife?
What kind of trees should be planted
to ensure successful growth for
a harvest decades away? What is
being done, and what more needs to
be done, to mitigate wildfires? What
can we do to increase resiliency?
These were some of the questions
raised by presentations February 1
and 2 in New Denver and Winlaw.
About 25 people attended each info
session, ‘Slocan Valley Wildfire
Protection and Climate Change,’
which were hosted by Stephan
Martineau from the Slocan Integral
Forestry Co-operative (SIFCo).
The first guest speaker was Greg
Utzig, a conservation ecologist and
land use planning consultant based
in Nelson, with more than 35 years
experience in environmental impact
assessment, terrain and vegetation
mapping, watershed analysis, habitat
inventory and modeling, and a
wide range of activities related to
forest management and biodiversity
protection.
Utzig presented charts and data
showing the historical levels of CO2,
at about 200 ppm (from sampled ice
cores), the rise which started 150
years ago, and the steep increase to
400 ppm as human emissions sent
more CO2 into the atmosphere. He
ran a video from NASA showing
the jet stream has deeper troughs
and steeper ridges, pulling weather
systems into places they hadn’t been
before.
By the end of the century, Utzig
said, winter precipitation will drop
by up to 50% of what it is now.
Water levels in lakes and streams
will drop, and the warmer water will
be unsuitable for salmon; there was
a 98% kokanee mortality rate in the
Okanagan last summer, he said.
There are three possibilities for
how the bioclimates in Regional

Residents of the West Kootenay dig themselves out following the big snowstorm, February 3-6. All schools in the area were closed on Monday.
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Public comments wanted on new Rosebery-Summit Lake Rail Trail proposal
by Jan McMurray
A new proposal is on the table for
the Rosebery to Summit Lake Rail
Trail, and public comments are being
accepted until February 28.
See details in the advertisement
on the facing page (page 3) on how
to submit comments, and where to
find the relevant documents online.
A summary of those documents is
provided below.
Background
The last proposal for the rail trail,
although supported by a significant
majority of people in Area H North in
a 2015 poll, was unacceptable to local
ATV enthusiasts. So, Recreation Sites
and Trails BC hired John Cathro of
Kaslo to facilitate a process that would
result in a new plan acceptable to

people on both sides of the motorized/
non-motorized divide.
“This has been an area of conflict
for over a decade, with exceptional
recreation opportunities in very
fragile ecosystems,” said Cathro.
“The planning group worked very
hard to move beyond past differences
and agree on a managed trail network
that aims to protect important seasonal
toad and grizzly habitat while reducing
the long-standing tension between
motorized and non-motorized trail
users.”
According to Justin Dexter of
RSTBC, the new proposal is the result
of “much hard work and compromise”
on the part of the four people in the
planning group – Richard Allin and
Mike Koolen, who sat on the steering

committee that produced the 2015
proposal, and Ernie Knecht of the
Arrow Lakes ATV Club and Bill
Beavin of the Slocan Lake ATV Club.

Summary of new proposal

The new plan proposes to extend
the non-motorized Galena Trail from
Rosebery to the old Girl Guide camp
just south of Hills, and to allow multiuse on the rest of the trail up to just
north of Summit Lake. However,
in recognition of the importance of
protecting the ecology of the rail trail,
the plan proposes a bypass trail for
ATVs on the west side of Bonanza
Creek and Summit Lake, away from
sensitive riparian areas. It also creates
a recreation site at the old Girl Guide
camp near Hills at the north end of
Slocan Lake.

Rail Trail details

The proposal divides the rail trail
into five sections.
Section one is the proposed eightkilometre extension of the Galena Trail,
following Slocan Lake from Rosebery
to the old Girl Guide camp. It would be
designated non-motorized and managed
by the Rosebery Parklands and Trails
Commission of the RDCK, just like the
Galena Trail from Rosebery to Three
Forks.
Section two of the trail is the old Girl
Guide camp, proposed to be a provincial
recreation site, managed by RSTBC in
partnership with the RDCK and possibly
with trail user groups. There would be
non-motorized access from the south,
and both motorized and non-motorized
access from the north.

Sections three to five are proposed
to be multi-use and managed by a society
that has representation from trail user
groups under a partnership agreement
with RSTBC.
Section three, from the old Girl
Guide camp to the gravel pit (1.7
kilometres long), is proposed for multiuse, providing ATV access from the
north to the old Girl Guide camp. This
section crosses Bonanza Creek Road
near the gravel pit; stop signs will be
installed at the crossing.
Section four extends 16.3
kilometres from the gravel pit to Ruby
Range Road at the north end of Summit
Lake. This section is proposed to
remain undesignated (multi-use with
no restrictions) for now. However,
historic low motorized use of the trail
will be encouraged by signage directing
ATV traffic to the bypass trail, and by not
advertising the trail or using the trail for
organized motorized events. This section
is to be managed in accordance with
recommendations relating to western
toads and grizzly bears determined by
government biologists.
Section five is the last 1.5 kilometres
of the trail, from Ruby Range Road to the
north boundary of Area H, just north of
Summit Lake. This section is proposed
for multi-use, managed similarly to the
Nakusp-Summit Lake section. Again,
this section is subject to government
biologists’ recommendations regarding
western toads and grizzly bear.

Bonanza ATV Bypass Trail
details

This map shows the location of the proposed Summit Lake - Rosebery rail trail.

Marilyn James charged with break and enter
by Jan McMurray
Marilyn James, Sinixt matriarch and
Slocan Valley resident, reports that she’s
been charged with breaking and entering
into the house in Vallican owned by the
Colville Confederated Tribes (CCT).
James said the RCMP came to her
house on Sunday, January 30 with a
document ordering her to be in Nelson
court on April 11, and not to enter onto
the CCT property.
James explained that Robert Watt,
caretaker of the Sinixt burial site in
Vallican, had been living in the CCTowned house up until he was deported in

December. At that point, she and another
Sinixt man, Lou Stone, came up with the
idea of running educational programs at
the house, including a Sinixt language
program and a program about Sinixt land
protocols. Stone emailed the Colville
Business Council with the idea, but didn’t
hear back from them. James says she and
Stone assumed they would hear from the
council with their approval after the busy
holiday season.
In the meantime, James, Stone and
another Sinixt man went to the house,
changed the locks, and posted a notice
on the house with information about how

Karin Bagn has opened a law practise in
Grand Forks, after having practised law
in the U.S. for over 35 years. Karin also
earned a Ph.D. in clinical psychology.
Areas of practise include: family law,
criminal law, civil law and law related
to access to health care and medical
marijuana.
Office hours by appointment.
Phone: (250) 442-2248
Email: info@karinbagnlaw.com

to gain access, James said, as two white
women had been “squatting” there.
“Then we hear through the grapevine
that the Colville Business Council has
passed a resolution saying we broke and
entered, and names the two white women
as having authority to be there,” she said.
James says the CCT “bought the
house years ago with tribal money
for the purposes of tribal use, tribal
programs, tribal activities. There was
no communication from them after we
explained to them how we wanted to use
the property for tribal purposes. You’d
think they’d want a Sinixt language
program and land protocol program.”
Colville Confederated Tribes Public
Affairs Officer Meghan Francis told the
Valley Voice that the CCT does not wish
to comment on this matter at this time.
However, we were able to confirm that
the Business Council unanimously passed
a resolution on December 5 stating that
the property is occupied by the two white
women; that James and Stone “are not
now and never have been authorized to act
as representatives of the Colville Tribes
in regard to any real property or rights

held by the Tribes in Canada”; that the
Colville Tribes wish James and Stone to
be charged with trespass and breaking and
entering upon the property on or about
November 29 and 30, 2016; and that the
Tribes requests that James and Stone “be
charged with trespass if they enter upon
the property in any way at any time.”
The traditional territory of the Sinixt
stretches from Washington to the West
Kootenay. The Colville Confederated
Tribes is a confederation of several
tribes living on a reserve in Colville,
Washington. The reserve was established
in 1872 by a US presidential order,
forcing 12 tribes, including the Sinixt,
to amalgamate into the “Colville
Confederacy.” Many Sinixt in Canada
moved to the Colville reserve over the
years between 1876, when the Indian Act
was decreed, to 1956, when the Sinixt
were declared extinct in Canada. In 1987,
some Sinixt (including James) returned to
Canada when road building in Vallican
unearthed Sinixt ancestral remains. The
Sinixt have occupied the Vallican burial
site, a BC Heritage Trust property, for the
30 years since.

The proposed ATV bypass trail is
divided into six sections (Sections 6-11)
in the proposal. The entire bypass trail,
20 kilometres long, extends from Ruby
Range Road in Summit Lake in the north
to the gravel pit in Hills in the south.
Using mostly existing logging roads,
the proposed trail is located on the west
side of Summit Lake and the west side
of Bonanza Creek. At the gravel pit, it
meets up with section three of the rail
trail, which is proposed for multi-use
south to the old Girl Guide camp.
The proposed ATV bypass trail
travels along Ruby Range Road and
crosses Hwy 6 to Summit Forest
Service Road, then traverses through
Summit Lake Ski Hill on existing
cross-country ski trails. From there, a
new 0.7-kilometre section of ATV trail
is proposed to be built by fall 2019. This
new trail construction will require three
small creek crossings, and will meet
up with the new extension of Bonanza
Forest Service Road, which BC Timber
Sales is planning to build in 2017. The
bypass trail will follow the Bonanza
logging road (new and existing), and
then return to the rail trail at the gravel pit
in Hills via another new section of trail,
1.1 kilometres long, to be completed by
fall 2019. This new trail section includes
construction of a bridge across Bonanza
Creek.
The Bonanza ATV bypass trail
would be managed by the Arrow Lakes
and Slocan Lake ATV Clubs. The
section that crosses Summit Lake Ski
Hill would be managed in partnership
with the ski club. The bypass trail
would also be subject to the biologists’
recommendations regarding western toad
and grizzly bear, and would be suitable
for spring, summer and fall use only.
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Irate neighbour armed with chainsaw arrested in Needles
by Jan McMurray
A man who went to his neighbour’s
place wielding a running chainsaw on
January 28 on Whatshan Settlement
Road in Needles, near Edgewood,
appeared in Nelson court on February
1 facing charges of mischief, uttering
threats to cause death or bodily harm,
and assault with a weapon. Alejandro
Calderon, 44 years old, is in custody
and is scheduled to appear in Nelson
court again on February 7.
On January 30, two days after he
was arrested and taken into custody,
Calderon’s house was destroyed by
fire. The Nakusp RCMP attended.
An RCMP media release states that
police haven’t confirmed that the
two incidents are connected, but they
are investigating. The cause of the
fire was unknown at the time of the
January 30 media release. A dog and
cat survived, but another cat perished
in the fire.
Calderon’s neighbour, Jeff Smith,
was hosting a birthday party for a
friend on January 28. In an interview,

Smith described what happened.
At about 8:30 or 9 pm, his guests
were standing around a fire on his
property when he noticed Calderon
walking down the road towards his
place. Smith explained that he – and
several others in the community
– had had run-ins with Calderon
before, and that Calderon had signed
a legal undertaking not to have any
communication with Smith.
Smith shone a light at Calderon
and saw that he had a chainsaw, so
started warning his guests. When
Calderon fired up the chainsaw, three
young men rushed out towards him.
Smith stayed back and kept the light
on Calderon while one of the young
men sprayed him in the face with
bear spray. This didn’t stop Calderon,
however, who now went charging
up to the power pole on Smith’s
property and started sawing it with
the chainsaw. A second young man
jumped in and threw the brake on the
chainsaw. He and Calderon wrestled to
the ground, with the running chainsaw

between them. Smith says the young
man kept his hand on the brake the
whole time during the fight. The other
two young men joined in and were
able to get the chainsaw away from
him and subdue him. Smith ordered
Calderon off his property, and he
finally left.
“It could have been a lot worse,”
said Smith. “Those three young men
saved our lives. There could have been
body parts laying around from the
chainsaw, and if that power pole had
come down, people could have been
zapped – not to mention the damage
that could have happened if the pole
came down on someone.”
Bill Hockman, another Whatshan
Settlement Road resident who was at
the party, agreed. “Those three young
men are heroes and they deserve a
medal,” he said.
Smith’s girlfriend called the police
when she saw Calderon coming toward
the property. She gathered up some of
the young children who were at the
party and took them inside the house,

by Art Joyce
Teck Metals Ltd. has been directed
by the US District Court of East
Washington to pay nearly $8.3 million to
the Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation. The award covers costs
related to the Tribes’ ongoing battle to
compel the smelter company to clean
up pollutants coming downstream from
its Trail, BC plant on the Columbia
River, a legal action filed in 2008. The
company’s appeal in the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals was rejected although
some undisclosed issues remain to be
settled.
The award will cover environmental
investigation and legal costs incurred
since the case began and means Teck
will be required to cover ongoing
costs of cleanup and restoration. Total
costs have yet to be determined but the
Colville Tribes are hopeful that “this
ruling will mean actual cleanup can
proceed more quickly.”
“The river is the natural resource and
cultural lifeblood of the Colville Tribes
and must be protected and restored,”
says Colville Tribes Public Affairs
Officer Meghan Francis. “Regulatory
and legal processes will continue to
guide the cleanup, but there can be no
more delay in action.”
The smelting company was cited
in 2016 for the release of 90 litres of
metals-contaminated water into the
Columbia River resulting from a break
in a line carrying runoff from an historic
landfill to the on-site water treatment

facility. Prior to that, a Rossland judge
fined Teck $3.4 million for polluting the
Columbia River in 13 separate incidents
over a 16-month period from late 2013
to early 2015. Teck was also fined
$210,000 for the release of chemicals
into the Columbia River in 2013. In a
precedent for the latest decision by US
Judge Sonny Suko, a Washington court
ruled in 2012 that Teck is “liable for
intentionally discharging” 10 million
tonnes of slag into the Columbia River
between 1930 and 1995, including
metals-contaminated effluent. The
Colville Tribes state that the resulting
granular slag deposits along the Upper
Columbia, a 240-kilometre stretch of the
river between the Canadian border and
Grand Coulee Dam, have created ‘black
sand’ beaches of questionable safety.
Teck Senior Communications
Specialist Chris Stannell says the
company has invested over $80 million
US towards a remedial investigation
study under Environmental Protection
Agency oversight. The goal is to identify
any potential risks to human health or
the environment in the Upper Columbia
River area associated with historical
operations at the Trail facility. Teck has
already spent $1 billion in improvements
to its Trail operations.
“Results to date are encouraging,”
says Stannell, “showing beaches in the
reservoir are safe for recreation, water
quality is better than standards in both the
US and Canada, and fish are as safe as
or safer to eat than those from any other

water body in the state of Washington.
We are fully committed to completing
these studies to determine if there are
unacceptable risks and, if necessary,
taking action to address them.”
Francis sees the Washington court’s
decision as a major step forward in
the restoration of the Columbia River
habitat. “Several efforts to reintroduce
migrating fish in the Upper Columbia
are moving forward. It is critical that
the sediments in the Upper Columbia be
cleaned up to assure returning fish have
the chance to thrive in a healthy river
environment.”
The Confederated Tribes comprise
more than 9,365 descendants of 12
aboriginal tribes, including the Colville,
the Nespelem, the San Poil, the Lake
(Sinixt), the Palus, the Wenatchi
(Wenatchee), the Chelan, the Entiat, the
Methow, the southern Okanogan, the
Moses Columbia and the Nez Perce of
Chief Joseph’s Bands.

Teck loses court case over effluent discharge

and made the call. Unfortunately, some
young children witnessed the incident.
“My granddaughter is traumatized,”
said Hockman. “We’re all traumatized.
It scared the hell out of me.”
Smith says he didn’t see the police
until about 1 am, when they came to
take statements.
The RCMP media release states
that Nakusp RCMP attended and
apprehended Calderon. He was
transported to the Nakusp hospital,
where he received treatment for the
injuries he sustained in the altercation
with his neighbours. He was brought
before a Justice of the Peace and
placed into custody.
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Both Smith and Hockman said
Calderon moved to the community
in May 2014 and has caused a lot of
concern and fear among residents of
Needles and Edgewood. The RCMP
have been called in several times,
but Smith and Hockman say they
haven’t been satisfied with the police
response. They filed a complaint with
the Civilian Review and Complaints
Commission for the RCMP and met
with Sergeant Taylor of the Kootenay
Boundary detachment as a result.
“But it was too little, too late,” says
Hockman. “This could have been
prevented if the police had dealt with
him sooner.”
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OPINION

Thank you,
Canada

Fifty years ago on January 27,
1962, I entered Canada from the US
at Blaine, Washington and applied
to become a landed immigrant. Two
hours later I was admitted, and it
quit raining and the sun came out
in Vancouver for the first time in 40
days, the immigration officials said.
It proved to be a very good omen.
I’ve lost some of my American
arrogance in the meantime, so I can
say a truly heartfelt thank you to
Canada and Canadians.
Perry Bauer
Kaslo

Sign the
paramedics
petition

We would like to thank the
community for their overwhelming
support of the ‘initiative petition’
proposed by Josh Henshaw, a
paramedic from Victoria, BC.
The petition seeks to amend the
Fire and Police Services Collective
Bargaining Act to give ambulance
paramedics the same collective
bargaining rights as firefighters
and police. The draft Bill would
re-title the Act to the Ambulance,
Fire and Police Services Collective
Bargaining Act, change the definition
of “employer” under the Act to
include the employer of members
of a paramedics’ union, and define
“paramedics’ union” as a bargaining
unit in which the ‘majority’ of
employees are engaged in ambulance
paramedic duties. The draft Bill
would also remove the right of
ambulance paramedics to strike and
the right of their employer to lockout
during an impasse in collective
bargaining, and would require
resolution of the impasse through
binding arbitration. Consequently,
the draft Bill would remove the
paramedics’ union as a bargaining
unit under the Health Authorities
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Act.
Canvassers hope to get to
everyone, but if we do miss you, we
will be set up at New Market Foods
in New Denver every Saturday
through February from 10 am to
2 pm.
Special thanks to the folks
at New Market Foods for their
generous hospitality.
Joe Matthews and Dean Spankie
New Denver

Softwood
lumber

I appreciate that Richard
Cannings works hard as an NDP
MP, but his remarks regarding the
Softwood Lumber Agreement (SLA)
in his recent constituent newsletter
require comment.
Mr. Cannings claims that the
current federal government has
failed to protect Canadian forestry
jobs. He appears to believe that
the Liberals have abandoned this
important and complicated cause;
however, despite the deadline having
passed, talks with the United States
on the SLA have continued. Early
in 2017, on CBC Radio One’s ‘The
House,’ Minister Chrystia Freeland
confirmed there is a new proposal
on the table from the US, for which
Canada is preparing a response. As
Ms. Freeland stated, “it’s not over.”
As the NDP’s Natural Resources
critic, Mr. Cannings surely
understands that Canada’s softwood
lumber interests and concerns vary
from one province to the next.
Importantly, the history is that
achieving each successive SLA
has entailed negotiation delays,
difficulties, and challenges, driven
by strong (and arguably growing)
protectionist sentiments in the US.
Like Mr. Cannings, I would
love to have seen the Canadian
government resolve this matter
quickly, but the record indicates it’s
just not that simple. And the new US
president is not likely going to make
a renewed SLA any easier to achieve.
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I look forward to MP Cannings’
specific ideas on how to resolve this
recurring, difficult trade issue.
Loraine Stephanson
Penticton

deserve the title “honourable.”
Who will Canadian voters
ever believe again? I now fear the
cascading effects, yet to come, from
the answer to that question.
Barney Gilmore
Kaslo

promise to end Canada’s firstpast-the-post electoral system, the
system that has repeatedly denied
to well over half of all voters their
proportional voice in the government
of Canada. This promise has been
broken on the basis of a transparently
weak argument and thin evidence. It
is impossible for me to see this act as
anything other than a new example
of the same political duplicity and
hubris that was seen in those Harper
politicians who the electorate had
asked Mr. Trudeau to replace.
This broken promise, done with
no apparent political shame or
apology, leaves me with little hope
we might have future citizens of
high principle and honesty, devoted
to truth and transparency, who are
willing to consider the trials of
election for the chance of doing true
public service. It appears to me that,
as is so often the case in our current
electoral system, power and wealth
have gone to the heads of the Liberal
Party, whose actions no longer

First Box Lake clearcut and
now Summit Lake, two powerful
toad migratory routes. How can
we be so nearsighted as to not see
the importance of these tiny fragile
creatures that have lived here for a
millennium?
I t ’s o n e o f t h e b i g g e s t
migrations on earth in our own
backyard and an incredible tourist
attraction. After raising funds
(nearly a million), struggling to
help save the toads during their
migration, and creating Toadfest
(that was becoming very popular),
we eventually accept the fact that
their habitat will be logged. The
place they will spend most of their
life. Shame on us!
How can we be so arrogant as
to think we can manage nature by
carving up the landscape, tearing
it apart and expect life to survive
nevertheless? My favourite is the
word ‘mitigate,’ a fancy word
that makes everything better, and
used by true professionals who

What is a
citizen to think? Ode to the
Our prime minister has just
broken his strong and repeated toads

know how to handle any situation.
It’s time for real change; we are
following old colonial laws that
dominate and exploit nature. Money
and profit should not rule over life.
We have meetings on global
warming, and listen to scientists and
read brochures about it. It’s on the
news almost every day. But what
are we doing to save what is left?
These small creatures are indicator
species and if we lose them, we
lose a precious part of the web of
life. We are on the verge of a world
catastrophe and yet we can’t stop
ourselves from destroying the very
fabric that sustains life.
To all those who said: “There
will always be toads,” then why
are they vanishing throughout
North America? It’s comparable
to buying stale bottled water after
we’ve ruined our own source and
saying there will always be water, as
islands of plastic float in our oceans
and in our bloodstream.
The one question asked after
genocide is: “How could you
do such a thing?” The answer is
always: “I was just obeying orders.”
Who will be the first to have the
courage to just say: “NO!”
Let us leave a Living Legacy to
future generations, not a dead one.
Peace be with you.
Eloise Charet, Bear Clan
New Denver
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Chris Dawson’s
alternative facts

Chris Dawson’s attempt to blame
the Lemon Creek fuel spill on the
lack of cell phone service in the
Slocan Valley is another example of
so-called ‘alternative facts.’ While
I don’t mind him taking a swipe at
Telus, who clearly care little for their
rural customers, he should get his
facts straight first.
As has been attested to in sworn
affidavits submitted first by Marilyn
Burgoon, who shamed the federal
government into finally doing its job
by launching a private prosecution,
the lack of cell phone service had
nothing to do with it. Burgoon’s
lawyer Lilina Lysenko took evidence
that the driver who had the accident
was the second driver to follow the
incorrect directions provided by
FLNRO, the provincial ministry
coordinating firefighting efforts.
Yet no one corrected the problem
even though the earlier driver had
reported it. Someone in the FLNRO
office could easily have passed this
information on in time for the next
day’s fuel shipment – cell phone or
not. This is one basis for the current
federal prosecution underway in the
courts.
I was there the Saturday morning
following the Lemon Creek fuel
spill, once the road blockade was
lifted, documenting the spill site for
the Valley Voice. I have photographs
of the sign clearly posted on the
road stating: “Road Closed 2 km
Ahead,” along with a highly visible
large black and orange triangular
checkerboard sign, which according
to the Ministry of Transportation and
Highways “warns motorists of the
termination of a road.” Below that
another sign that spells out, “End of
Maintained Public Road.”
I’m not disputing the usefulness
of cell phones in emergency
situations but this seems pretty selfexplanatory to me.
Art Joyce
New Denver

Concerned about
New Denver’s
health centre

My husband and I bought a home
in New Denver in 2012. I recently
retired as a registered nurse of 45
years and my husband has just retired
as well. We feel fortunate to have
stumbled across this special town in
the Slocan Valley and have met so
many wonderful people.
One of the reasons we decided
to move here is because of the fullservice health care centre including
a 24-hour emergency department.
Having worked in a rural hospital in
Ontario, I understand the importance
of having emergency services within
a reasonable distance to a larger
town or city. To be able to stabilize
a critical patient prior to transferring
to a larger centre is vital and many

lives are saved.
Recently I have heard rumours
from different sources of discontent
among the staff working at the New
Denver health centre. No one gives
details but it seems that staff working
in different departments are feeling
disgruntled and afraid to speak
up. I’ve even heard phrases like
‘Gag order’ or ‘I’ll be fired if I say
anything.’ This is very disturbing to
me as I know how vital it is that all
staff have the freedom to speak and
express their concerns without fear
of losing their job or being penalized.
The BC Employment Standards
Act protects workers from being
dismissed, threatened or intimidated
because they have made a complaint.
WorkSafe BC and the Human Rights
Tribunal also have policies in effect
to protect workers.
I am writing this letter to give a
voice to those who feel repressed or
bullied into submission. I am also
reaching out to the community to
bring awareness, and I encourage
everyone to get involved and play
a role in supporting staff to create
a healthy workplace. The last thing
we want to do as a community is to
take our health centre for granted. We
are lucky to have these services at a
time when big health authorities are
striving to centralize their services.
Cathy Bazay
New Denver

knowledge) no advocacy group
protested when the US Congress
recently authorized micro-chipping
people with mental challenges
and dementia. As well, I find it
difficult to watch people flocking
to virtual reality rather than real life
experiences.
A kind and beautiful colleague of
mine chose to transition from a man
to a woman. Following the hormone
therapy and invasive surgery, she
wasn’t happy with the result because
she didn’t really feel or ‘look’ like a
woman in her mind. Now, she has
to face taking female hormones
for the rest of her life along with
more societal oppression. Sadly,
many psychiatrists working with
two spirit individuals are versed in
traditional psychiatry, which negates
the wisdom of Jung, who recognized
the anima and animus in our psyche.
In this stew of media
manipulation that we are all
subjected to, I postulate that aspects
of eugenics, lookism and social
engineering are issues influencing
the transgender movement. To all
those who come across my opinion
letter, I find great wisdom in these
lyrics: “Learning to love yourself is
the greatest love of all.”
Ellen Chambers
Winlaw

An ounce of
The transgender prevention is worth
a pound of cure
movement
We all know this. So why were
As someone who spent her
entire working life attempting
to and sometimes succeeding at
alleviating oppression and suffering
of marginalized people, I would like
to point out the common ground
between Kevin Shaw, Laura Kearnes,
Sean Breathnach, Katrine Campbell
and Chloe Sage. At a deep level, all
of these individuals are concerned
about the suffering and oppression of
marginalized people. I hope you will
hear me out on what I have to say.
First of all, I abhor all forms of
oppression against people who are
transgender. I know some people
are born with two spirits and they
are perfect and beautiful. Yet, I see
more going on in the transgender
movement which is not openly
discussed.
Ever since Darwin (primogenitor
of the materialistic “scientific
method”) and his cousin, Galton
(primogenitor of eugenics), human
beings have been unwittingly
subjected to biological, chemical,
psychological and social engineering.
Perhaps you have heard about the
medical experimentation on First
Nation children at the Alberni
Residential School after WWII,
the forced drug experiments on
soldiers and prisoners, and how
women were convinced not to
breastfeed their babies in the ’50s.
In my humble opinion, eugenics
and social engineering are now
so commonplace that (to my

there so few at the presentation
on how to prevent the valley from
burning to a crisp in the years to
come, compared to the hundreds
that rallied round the Winlaw Hall
at the time of the Lemon Creek Fuel
spill? It’s not a matter of if but when,
and the team, led by SIFCo, knows
how to prevent that inevitability as
the climate warms. Even if we have
cold spells, the trend without a doubt
is toward hotter summers with less
precipitation, and more rain in the
other seasons, including winter.
Greg Utzig’s digitized GCMs
(Global Climate Models) for the
2020s through to the 2080s were
absolutely amazing – sorting through
all sorts of complex factors and giving
us information like how fires behave
under what conditions locally!! It’s
wonderful that there has been from
Slocan City to Crescent Valley
continuous weather monitoring since
the early 1900s (three cheers for
those record keepers!!). And, so that
they can continue to make excellent
predictions, let’s keep at it; also,
they say, it’s especially necessary to
increase the monitoring on our small
creeks at this time.
Starting in 2003. SIFCo has
done more than any other group in
the province toward improving our
chances (here) of keeping things
alive and well into the extreme
weather future. Let’s support them!
Thanks for their outreach that
teaches the public some simple

5

(well, not so simple!) things to do,
like: widen space between crowns (3
metres); cut branches from big trees
below at least a couple of meters
up from the ground, and clear away
flammable ground debris; keep the
best trees as it’s not clear that in
times ahead we can replant these
successfully; double culvert sizes to
accommodate extreme runoff; plant
Ponderosa pines (more hardy for the
dryer future) and aspen (not very
flammable) for low growth.
Finally, instead of wasting
biomass by burning it in slash piles,
let’s follow the example from some
states south of us. There, schools are
using this waste to replace gas and
oil heating while reducing overall
C02 emissions, and saving money.
We need to mandate innovations like
this with the competent and creative
guidance of the SIFCo folks. “We
need this to work in a big way,” said
Tom Bradley.
Let’s take into account climate
change and state-of-the-art local
forest management in all our
decisions.
Daphne Fields
Slocan

Trudeau’s
‘alternative facts’
on electoral reform

And so with these words
announced February 1 by Karina
Gould, the newly appointed Minister
of Democratic Institutions, Justin
Trudeau has killed his promise for
electoral reform.
“A clear preference for a
new electoral system, let alone
a consensus, has not emerged.
Furthermore, without a clear
preference or a clear question, a
referendum would not be in Canada’s
interest. Changing the electoral
system will not be in your mandate.”
This shocking announcement
comes on the heels of the just released
mydemocracy survey results which
indicate that 80% of Canadians
are only marginally satisfied with
Canada’s democracy. 44% of
Canadians admitted they don’t vote
because they are “frustrated with
politics.” That’s not surprising given
that the Broadbent Institute found
that 46%, almost half of voters, did
not vote for the political party of
their first choice in the last election.
In spite of the survey’s misleading
language, an overwhelming majority
of Canadians expressed strong
support for more cooperation,
compromise and collaboration in
their government. Those are all
hallmarks of proportional voting
systems.
Just prior to the government’s
mydemocracy survey, the all-party
special committee on electoral
reform, ERRE, produced their
comprehensive report on December
1. They spent the summer and fall
consulting with the highest level
of researchers and practitioners of

democratic systems from Canada
and around the globe as well as with
Canadians all across the country.
Their majority report found that
80-90% of Canadians want a
proportional voting system, albeit
with a referendum. The Liberals
on the committee disagreed, saying
that change before 2019 would be
too radical.
So how does Justin Trudeau
leapfrog from the mydemocracy
survey results this past week and the
ERRE report of December 1, 2016
to today’s announcement in which he
blamed Canadians? Simple. He lied.
He ditched his promise to make 2015
the last election under FPTP and to
make every vote count, adding that
it would be a wrong decision for
Canadians.
When politicians make strong
promises and then break them for
self-serving reasons, it undermines
democracy in a most cynical way. We
have every right to be angry. When
Trudeau won the election he said “In
Canada better is always possible.”
Well, he’s right, we deserve much
better.
Do not let your silence give
consent. Write an email, send a letter,
phone Justin Trudeau.
For more information or to
get involved, please contact: Ann
Remnant, FairVote Kootenays 250352-7300 annrem1@gmail.com or
Sandra Nelken, Council of Canadians
250-352-5274 sgnelken@shaw.ca
Ann Remnant
Nelson

Gender Fluidity
- an issue?

A previous writer was worried about
“gender fluidity” and suggested that
we are flinging “the door wide open to
literally an infinite number of possible
gender identities, including non-human...
see ‘Girl Claims to be Born a Cat.’”
Looks just like a slippery slope
argument!
In a slippery slope argument, a small
first step is shown to inevitably lead to
some disastrous final result. Arguing this
way can also be called making use of
“the parade of horribles.” This kind of
reasoning is not logical, and relies for its
power on making an emotional impact.
In its fallacious form, it ignores the
possibility of a middle ground and easily
inspires fear. This type of reasoning
is often used in political debates or in
sociology, but it can actually be validly
used. If the possibility of a middle
ground between the initial condition
and the predicted final possibility is
acknowledged, and if logical steps and
actual evidence is used to support the
possibility of the final outcome, then
this form of reasoning is no longer just
a slippery slope argument. Usually,
though, it is used as a parade of horribles
and causes unnecessary fear for those
who fall for it.
And as for a possible large amount
of gender identities, societies much
older than ours have already recognized
continued on page 6
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continued from page 5
this. We are behind the times regarding
gender identity, not at the brink of some
dreadful future. The Navajo culture, for
instance, recognizes five genders. They
have a beautiful and respectful view of
gender and relationship possibilities,
and I highly recommend that the reader
Google the Navajo peoples.
As for suicide rates among trans
people being presented as evidence that
trans people are mentally disturbed...
consider this. The University of
Washington recently completed a
large study where it compared anxiety
levels of children identified as trans, to
children who did not identify as trans.
The trans children lived with families
who were accepting of their gender
identity/fluidity. The study found that
anxiety levels in these trans kids were
no different from non trans kids! This
study was part of the Trans Youth
Project, which you can also Google.
So, here we have evidence that it is not
being trans that causes so much anxiety,
depression and suicidal behaviour – it
is the social environment that trans
people find themselves in. An accepting,
respectful environment results in happy,
well-functioning people. This should not
surprise anyone! But we need studies
done to prove this. The study also
found that the trans kids’ identity was
as deeply rooted as the non trans kids’
gender identity.
So, instead of viewing the world
with fear, I suggest practicing openness
and respect for others. It is good for
everyone, including yourself!
Riel Schubert
Nelson

to the former Girl Guide camp would
become an extension of the existing
non-motorized Galena Trail, managed
by the RDCK through the Rosebery
Parkland and Trails Commission. The
Girl Guide beach area would become
a designated Recreation Site managed
under agreement between the RDCK
and RSTBC. The rail trail along Bonanza
Creek to the north end of Summit Lake
would be managed by a local society
with user group representation under
agreement with RSTBC. High wildlife
values and existing cross-country ski
use would be recognized, and motorized
use would be kept low and directed to
the proposed Bonanza ATV Trail. This
bypass trail would run along the west
side of Bonanza Creek and Summit
Lake using the Bonanza Creek Forest
Service Road (FSR) and a section of
new trail to connect to the Summit
Lake Ski Area cross-country ski trails,
then onward to the Summit FSR, Ruby
Range Road, and back to the rail trail.
The Slocan and Arrow Lakes ATV clubs
would manage this bypass trail under
agreements with RSTBC and Summit
Lake Ski Hill. Grizzly bear and western
toad issues have been identified for this
section.
At present, the public has an
opportunity to review the full application
and provide their comments to RSTBC
by February 28, 2017. For more details
and to submit your feedback, see the
Referral Notice in this and the last
issues of the Valley Voice. We encourage
the public to participate in this referral
process and have their voices heard.
Richard Allin, Hills
Wendy King, Rosebery
Mike Koolen, New Denver

residents in RDCK Area H participated in
a community poll regarding the use and
management of the currently unmanaged
rail trail from Rosebery to Summit
Lake. Since that poll was conducted,
reps from the Rosebery-Summit Lake
Rail Trail Steering Committee and the
Slocan Lake and Arrow Lakes ATV
clubs have been meeting to discuss
motorized usage. These meetings were
organized by Recreation Sites and
Trails BC (RSTBC) and facilitated by
John Cathro of Kaslo. As a result of
these meetings, an application has now
been submitted to formally manage
the rail trail, including the provision
of a motorized bypass trail outside the
riparian zone of Bonanza Creek and
Summit Lake. This application is now
making its way through the provincial
referral and review process, which
includes reviews by First Nations and
provincial ministries. The application
recognizes that the entire trail network
has significant ecological and cultural
values, identifies some of these, and
acknowledges that further assessments
and details are required.
Highlights from the application are
as follows. The section from Rosebery

I recently reminded a friend who
would be discussing reconciliation at
an upcoming meeting to please, please
remember that truth precedes any
possibility of reconciliation. They called
it the “TRUTH and Reconciliation
Commission” on purpose.
This point is particularly important
here in the Sinixt tum xula7xw (territory)
where many individuals, institutions and
governments refuse to recognize the
First People of this land. This ongoing
violence of colonialism, in the form of
Sinixt bureaucratic extinction (1956),
continues to impact the Sinixt on many
levels. As Mohawk legal scholar Patricia
Monture-Angus has written, “the state
is fully implicated in the violence that
exists in Indian communities today.”
By this, she means lateral violence, the
violence inflicted within First Nations
communities that continues to divide
indigenous people.
Monture-Angus laments that,
“Unfortunately, there are those
Aboriginal people who embrace our
oppression in such a way that we blame
each other rather than the oppressive
state institutions and structure who
authored our situations.” It is a vicious
cycle.

Public comments
encouraged on rail Truth and
trail management Reconciliation
As the Valley Voice readers may
recall, in 2015 North Slocan Valley for the Sinixt

A good example of this is the charge
of break and enter recently brought
against Sinixt elder Marilyn James by
the RCMP on behalf of the Colville
Confederated Tribes (CCT). The house
she allegedly entered in Vallican in the
Slocan Valley is owned by the CCT.
Interestingly, Marilyn is a member of
the CCT. These charges point not to a
criminal act but rather ongoing and bitter
political divisions among the Sinixt
(who are one of the Colville Tribes),
neighbouring First Nations and settler
supporters.
In my opinion, to involve the
colonial criminal law system in fueling
the flames of political divisions among
the Sinixt is petty and destructive. I’d
like to encourage all settlers who get
caught up in fury of these political
divisions to remember to work for
all Sinixt people, past, present and,
especially, future. Monture-Angus
emphasizes, “If we need to blame, then
we must seriously consider who is to
blame – the colonized or the colonizer,
who still controls the essential elements
of our lives.”
And so, I return to the question I
asked in an earlier letter concerning
the Sinixt/Desautel hunting case – as
Canadians how do we want to see our
institutions deal with the issues of First
Nations rights and responsibilities?
Through long, expensive, exhausting
legal processes OR by stepping up and
doing the work it takes to recognize the
Sinixt as the people of this land and
reverse the extinction? Only then can
we begin to tackle the inherent violence
of colonialism and begin the process
of healing among First Nations and
reconciliation between First Peoples
and Settlers.
Something much larger than a house
in Vallican has been broken and entered.
Marilyn James is scheduled to
appear in front of a Canadian colonial
judge in April.
KL Kivi
Settler, Sinixt tum xula7xw
Nelson

Steam and
nuclear

Who invented the steam engine?
Watt? How about Hero, or Savery or
Papin?
The first practical steam engine
was invented by Thomas Newcomen
in 1712.
At that time technology was not
advanced enough to ever produce a safe
steam boiler. So it was discovered that
if you directed a stream of pure steam
from a kettle into a closed chamber and
gave it a squirt of water, the sudden
condensation would produce a powerful
vacuum.
Newcomen’s engine was designed
to pump water out of coal mines. It
consisted of a rocking beam with one
end connected by a rod extending down
in the mine to a pump. At the other end, a
rod was connected down to a piston and
cylinder with all the connecting pipes
and valves to admit steam and water
spray. This was so simple! At the start,
by the weight of the pump rod, this end
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of the beam is down. With all valves
open, pure steam, at very low pressure,
was admitted to the cylinder making
sure all air is removed. Then valves
were closed. A boy stood by to operate
another valve to give the cylinder a spray
of water. Later this was automated.
With minor improvements, this
engine successfully pumped water
at about 10 strokes per minute for
100 years. These engines were used
throughout Britain and Europe.
Hundreds were constructed throughout
the 18th century. They were only 1%
efficient but the coal was on hand so they
were cheaper than horses to pump water.
In 1781, James Watt was asked to
repair one. He could see that the machine
was losing energy to heat loss from too
cold a cylinder. So he installed another
cylinder below that was kept cold with
water and had a connecting pipe to the
first cylinder with a valve timed to open
when the first cylinder finished filling
with steam. The first cylinder was kept
warmer so as not to lose heat while
filling. As soon as the valve opened, the
steam rapidly condensed down into the
lower water-cooled cylinder.
With improving technology,
boilers started being made to hold more
pressure and the steam engine evolved
accordingly.
Nevertheless, these boilers did blow
up. Throughout the 19th century on just
the Mississippi alone, there were many
boiler disasters killing large numbers of
passengers and crew. Being out on the
water, most were drowned.
However, the efficiency improved
until, as I was taught in school, efficiency
reached 11% for steam power, 25%
for gasoline engines, and 35% for
diesel engines.. Today, they are making
turbine engines running on, not steam,
but helium or CO2 at close to 50%
efficiency.
Today, there is a similar parallel
situation happening where 70 years
has gone by with the operation of low
efficiency nuclear reactors. They do not
use up all their fuel before they have to
withdraw the fuel rods and store them
in cooling tanks. Also, they do not run
hot enough.
China has recently announced that
they are about to fire up a pebble bed
reactor – one that runs hotter and uses
the above-mentioned turbine to generate
electricity.
Frank Nixon
Winlaw

Cell service:
setting the
record straight

In a lengthy letter by Chris Dawson
of Winlaw, published in the last Valley
Voice, he grossly misportrayed the
reasons why Telus has failed to provide
cell phone service for “1,700 kilometres
of unconnected highways” — failing to
meet the terms of a written agreement to
do so by the end of 2016. Mr. Dawson
tells us:
“Unfortunately, Telus has a
business case for not being in a hurry as
well. When the idea of cell coverage in

the lower Slocan Valley was broached
several years ago, leftist protestors
immediately threw their arms in the air,
declaiming the prospect of ‘unsightly’
towers and electromagnetic fallout.
Folly, yes, but the vocal minority was
enough to prompt Telus to put its plans
on hold, and little has changed.”
Would that it were so, that Telus
had any respect for the views of the
majority of citizens in the valley who
did not want cell towers close to their
homes. The battle with Telus began in
the upper Slocan Valley. The majority
of residents as well as the Village
council were against the location of
the cell tower within the village, due
to the degree of dangerous radiation
that would have been emitted from
the transmission tower. The level
would have been above the minimum
required in the BioInitiative Report, a
compendium of 1500 peer-reviewed
scientific studies. This radiation, as
verified by Industry Canada in writing,
was 5 to 15 times higher than the
BioInitiative minimum. The tower
was 185 metres from the village
beach, 170 metres from a children’s
playground, and 230 metres from the
nearest residence.
The Village of New Denver
administration sought to appeal the
Industry Canada approval, but was
informed that health concerns were not
acceptable as part of any appeal. So,
finally, 61 parents courageously banded
together on behalf of their children and,
through their lawyer, informed Telus
of a pending lawsuit based upon the
BioInitiative Report.
The Telus attorneys, on notice of
the lawsuit, finally conceded that Telus
would lower the transmission to meet
the BioInitiative standard, or even go
lower, if the residents would drop the
pending lawsuit. On the assurances of
the Telus attorneys, the lawsuit was
abandoned and hundreds of protesters
stood aside.
Later Telus, seeking to diminish the
effect of their concession, floated the
story that the people of New Denver
were always going to receive this lower
transmission, they just misunderstood.
This preposterous story made three
years of provable battle look ridiculous,
but the record and the letter from the
Telus attorneys disproved it.
In the lower valley, made cognizant
of the dangers, the protesters demanded
that the transmission tower be up on the
mountain, away from any residences.
The reason why Telus is so reluctant
to fulfill its obligations in the lower
valley stems solely from its profit-first
concerns, in which the cost of doing
so is measured against the sparse
population in the area involved. So
before he assigns blame to “foolish
leftist forces” and a “vocal minority,”
Mr. Dawson should first learn all the
facts. Incidentally, since the battle with
Telus ended, a massive new study by the
US government’s National Toxicology
Program has confirmed the link between
cell phones and brain cancer.
Richard Caniell
Silverton
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New Denver council, January 24: Slocan Valley Community Legacy Society presentation
by Katrine Campbell
• Lorna Visser appeared as a
delegation to describe the work of
the Slocan Valley Community Legacy
Society, explain how community
foundations work, and ask council
to express support for the society’s
work. She said the Legacy Fund
received an initial donation from
Kootenay Savings of $134,000 in
2011 to start the fund. As of the
end of 2016, the fund balance was
more than $175,000. In addition,
$52,000 has been given in grants
to community organizations doing
work in the Slocan Valley. The
fund is managed by the Osprey
Foundation (Nelson), which in turn
pools the money from Kootenay
area foundations with the Vancouver
Foundation. This much larger pool
gets a better rate of investment than
any single foundation could achieve.
The community fund decides on
which societies and charities get
grants and makes recommendations
to the Osprey Foundation, which
writes the cheques.

• Council received for information
a letter from the Columbia Kootenay
Cultural Alliance announcing it
had received $751,000 from the
Columbia Basin Trust and was taking
applications for arts, culture and
heritage grants. None of the Village’s
projects, i.e. for heritage buildings,
is advanced enough to successfully
apply.
• The Slocan Lake RCMP
detachment’s report for the fourth
quarter of 2016 shows a drop in calls
for service from the same time last
year. In 2015 they had 193 calls; in
2016 that went down to 128. Overall,
Criminal Code calls showed a major
decrease, from 51 to 16. However,
assaults were up from three to five;
break-and-enters from three to four
and thefts from vehicles from zero to
three. Mental health related calls went
up, from nine to 13, but domestic
violence calls dropped from four
to one.
• Council granted a request from
Katrina Sumrall, president of the
Valhalla Fine Arts Society, to rent

the Knox Hall for periodic use at
the community group rate of $350.
Sumrall said it would be useful to
have the space for group lessons or
small performances throughout the
year as well as during the summer
music program.
• Council declared that it supports
the Slocan Lake Stewardship Society’s
efforts to share scientific data on the
lake at the Slocan Lake Ecosystem
Science and Conservation Planning
Forum on February 23 in Silverton.
The forum will present the findings
from two projects, an ‘Ecosystembased Strategic Conservation Action
Framework’ and a ‘Science-based
Strategic Framework,’ and will
include discussion, strategy sessions
and priority-setting activities. Mayor
Bunka was invited to participate in
the forum.
• The Columbia Basin Trust
Community Initiatives applications
will be presented to the local selection
committee on April 4 at the Knox Hall.
The committee reviews applications
and hears presentations from the

Future of New Denver halls in the public’s hands
by Katrine Campbell
Both the Bosun and the Knox
Halls in New Denver are in need
of extensive repairs, according to
two comprehensive engineering
studies. However, the mayor and
council have decided not to take
any action until area residents have
had their say.
The Village hosted a public
information session – Community
Spaces for Future Generations –
January 23, moderated by Mayor
Ann Bunka and attended by about
40 people. She opened by thanking
LACE (the Lucerne Association
for Community Education) for
their commitment to the Bosun
Hall and for looking after it.
Amanda Murphy, New Denver’s
Recreation and Cultural Services
Co-ordinator, called the meeting
“…an opportunity for people to
imagine the future… it’s a broad
topic, not just what we have right
now.”
9dot Engineering’s Steve
Thomson summarized the studies,
and people were invited to ask
questions on technical matters but to
refrain from questions or comments
on other aspects of the halls’ use or
possible futures. That input was to
be saved for the feedback forms,
which ask about a person’s past use
of the halls, their satisfaction with
the facilities, specific ideas on how
the halls could better meet future
community needs, and for any other
thoughts or suggestions on either
the Knox or the Bosun.
The Knox Hall is in average
condition for its age, he said.
Although the original foundation
was built properly and is sound, the
foundation on the addition wasn’t
well-built and is cracking. In order
to prevent serious deterioration,
9dot recommends waterproofing
the basement, reinforcing the roof,
and restoring the siding, among
other measures. The cost would
be about $221,350. An interior

renovation plan would cost a further
$35,000 to $50,000.
The larger Bosun is in much
worse shape, being “in poor
condition [with] serious structural
and foundation issues.” 9Dot’s
inspection showed much of the
work on the roof had been done
improperly. Water flows down from
the roof under the building and there
is “lots of rot in the beams.” The
ceiling has vermiculite insulation
which may or may not contain
asbestos.
After Thomson finished his
assessment, Vern Gustafson asked,
“So the exit doors are about all
that’s usable?”
To replace the roof trusses,
roofing material and the foundation
would cost about $547,000.
Maintenance, upgrades and minor
repairs would add $150,000. The
Village’s wish list – everything
from a new septic system to standalone washrooms to an extension
at the back of the hall – would add
another $275,000. Total: $968,000.
Asked how long it would be
before the building became unsafe,
Thomson said “maybe three to five
years.” Because of the low crawl
space, they weren’t able to move
around well enough for a full
inspection, but water was coming
in and “there was lots of rot.”

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
Brian Major
• 250-938-3900

Please contact:
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

Gail Hiebert asked if volunteers
could do the work, to reduce the
costs. Thomson said it wasn’t
likely because of insurance
requirements, and Judith Maltz
added that when Silverton Hall
was undergoing renovations the
proponents discovered that only
certified contractors were permitted
to work on a public building.
Carol Bell, speaking for LACE,
said if they were still working on
the hall piecemeal “we would have
done one wall at a time,” including
replacing that wall’s foundation.
Those who weren’t at the
meeting can get a feedback form
from the Village office or at
newdenver.ca/category/publicnotices/. Deadline for returning
the forms to the Village office is
Tuesday, February 28. Copies
of the full structural assessment
reports are online at newdenver.
ca/documents/reports-and-studies.
Those without online access can
view a printed copy at the Village
office.

Seniors
Social
Program
Silverton
Memorial Hall

Every Tuesday and
Thursday 10:00 am
- 2:00 pm
Socializing, Workshops
and Outings
Lunch served every
Thursday

applicants; each member rates the
applications and grant allocations will
be based on combined ratings.
• Mayor Bunka reported on
the January 19 RDCK meeting.
The board received a letter from
Emergency Management BC advising
that the Regional District’s proposal
for a flood and geohazard risk review
has been submitted to Public Safety
Canada for funding consideration.
- The board will send a letter
of support for a two-year regional
residential energy efficiency and
retrofit program.
- The motion to proceed with an
alternate approval process for local
government taxation in support of
the Protecting Animal Life Society
(PALS) in Nakusp was withdrawn.
- Natasha Overduin appeared
as a delegation to speak about the
Water Sustainability Act which
allows for sustainability plans and
allows local governments to exercise
existing authority, champion local
initiatives, advocate for better rules
and tools and identify local issues and
SYNCHRONY
Snowshoe hares are the primary food of
lynx. The population fluctuations of these
two species are closely linked in 10-year
cycles (traced back 200 yrs. in fur trade records of the Hudson’s Bay Company). When
hare populations decline, lynx numbers also
decline until hare populations recover, at
which time lynx numbers increase. This
cycle occurs in synchrony across most of
Canada.
slocanlakess.com

solutions. Overduin is the Watershed
Governance Project Manager
and Research Associate in a joint
initiative between the POLIS Project
on Ecological Governance and the
Centre for Indigenous Environmental
Resources, Inc.
- The Real Estate Foundation of
BC is talking with the Province about
water sustainability plans.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Is your drug coverage optimized? Not only can our Pharmacist,
Joyce, help assess your medications - she is also an expert at
ensuring appropriate coverage is in place with Pharmacare as
well as your private healthcare plans. We will work with you and
your practitioner to strive for what is best for you. Removing
cost barriers is very important to achieving optimal
medication outcomes. Come on in and ask what
we can do for you.
New Denver Community Pharmacy
309 6th Ave • 250-358-2500

February
is Locals’
Month!
In celebration of local food, farmers and foodies
Saturday night movies

Sat, Feb 18, 7 pm
Primeval: Enter the Incomappleux
Sat, Feb 25, 7 pm
A New Economy

Pay What You Can in February
(excluding Valentine’s Dinner Feb. 14)

Games Table
The Village Hearth is a
project of the Healthy
Community Society of
the North Slocan Valley

On New Denver’s
Main Street • 250-358-2449
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SS Moyie slope remediation grant application to be submitted
by Jan McMurray
• The Village or Kootenay Lake
Historical Society will apply to the
BC Museums Canada 150 Program
for $100,000 to support the SS Moyie
slope redesign and rehabilitation
project. If successful, the Village
will provide the additional $38,000
in matching funding. Deverney
Engineering has designed the
remediation project for the slope
adjacent to Front Street, which has
been failing for some time. The
project is “very important for the
long-term stability and conservation
of the historic site,” according to
CAO Neil Smith.
• Up to $11,000 of Community

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Kaslo
Community
Pharmacy
Valentine’s
Special
All February
long!

30% off all Lorna
Vanderhaeghe products

403 Front Street • Kaslo
250-353-2224

Works funding was approved for
architectural, mechanical and alarm
system work for Kaslo City Hall. The
three contracts that will be awarded
for the work are: Selkirk Security
(alarm systems) $2,772.64; Thomas
Loh architect (project support)
$5,000; Scott Spencer (mechanical
design and review) $2,500.
• The CAO reported that staff is
working with Service BC to come to
an agreement on shared front counter
space and dedicated office space at
the City Hall.
• The 2017 corporate objectives
were adopted as presented. Among
the projects on the list are the
commencement of preparations to
divest the Kemball building, the
completion of City Hall, aerodrome
hangar fencing, LED streetlighting
in the commercial core, the alternate
intake water project, emergency
repair or replacement of the RBC
system (sewer), and the initiation of
a campground expansion plan.
• The final meeting of the SEDS
Committee took place December
12. The committee is being replaced
with the Kaslo & Area D Economic
Development Commission.
Community Energy Association
representatives Trish Dehnel and
David Dubois attended the SEDS
meeting by Skype to present the
results of the Kaslo and Area D
Energy Scan. SEDS Committee
members were asked to review
the recommendations in the report
and forward any concerns to Area
D Director Aimee Watson. SEDS
members were also encouraged
to put their names forward to sit
on the Kaslo & Area D Economic

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Development Commission and
two other commissions that have
vacancies.
• The Village provided a letter of
support to the Community Energy
Association to accompany an
application for funding for a Regional
Residential Energy Efficiency
Program.
• Consideration of a public works
student position will be added to
the next Committee of the Whole
(Finance) agenda.
• The CAO reported that staff is
in discussions with various parties
on the arena condenser situation. He
explained that the facility operations
are partly funded by the RDCK
recreation service grant to the Kaslo
and District Arena Association,
which Village taxpayers contribute
to. The reserve fund for the facility
hasn’t been built up, as it was only
initiated in an agreement with the

RDCK in 2016. “It is not considered
a local government service that is
actively managed by the Village
or RDCK,” he said. “Significant
discussion on this may be required
in the year ahead.”
• The Kaslo and District Arena
Society, as leaseholder acting for
the arena and the curling club, will
be asked to implement an alarm
system this year that will link the
entire property to a ULC approved
monitoring centre for heat, smoke
and intrusion. The CAO explained
that this would follow best practices,
indicating that this would likely
satisfy the insurance company.
An inquiry about alarm system
requirements and insurance by the
curling club led to a $1,400 increase
in the insurance premium for the
facility this year.
• The Village will submit a grant
application to the BC Recreation and

Parks Association for a small grant to
support the Kaslo Housing Society’s
efforts at Winter in the Forest.
• Brought forward from the in
camera meeting: Steve Anderson was
nominated to serve on the Kaslo and
District Community Forest Society
board, as the Village representative,
until December 2018. Earlier in
January, Rick Hewat, the Village’s
rep, resigned from the board of the
society. Brendan Murray Nellis
was appointed to the Health Select
Committee.
• The minutes of the January 17
Committee of the Whole meeting
were received. The committee
directed staff to ask the Kaslo and
District Library if they wish the
Village to undertake radon assessment
prior to lease renegotiation this year.
• Berg Lehman was engaged
for the 2016 financial statement and
audit process.

submitted
What else would you rather be
doing on a Monday in February? This
year the greatest little outdoor winter
festival is happening on February 13
in Kaslo. It’s BC Family Day, so come
on out with your family and enjoy
great music and storytelling, offbeat
activities, plenty of food and lots of
good company.
The Kaslo Outdoor Recreation
Society will have skis on hand if your
child would like to try out this easyto-learn sport. Bring your old hockey
stick and jump into a game of four
on four ball hockey. At noon, catch
all the action of the human dogsled
races. Teams of three human huskies
and one pint-sized musher will vie
for the grand prize of $200 for their
favourite charity.
Just afterward, the woodsman
competition has fun events that
anyone can enter, like the Swede
sawing race and the water boil (and
maybe an atlatl competition?). Win
the prize for being the first to boil a
coffee can of water over a fire you
made with only a hunk of cedar, a
hatchet and a handful of wooden
matches.
Of course there will be a bonfire.
Join the circle along with your friends
and neighbours. Lots of catching up
goes on around the fire, or you can just
listen to the music or the storytelling
on the nearby stage while toasting

some bannock or sipping on hot cocoa
or spiced apple juice.
An outdoor winter festival
is guaranteed to give you a good
appetite. Luckily there are some very
good cooks in Kaslo. Grab a hot dog,
then choose which of more than a
dozen homemade soups you want for
your lunch. For a real treat, try out hot
sweet and sticky maple taffy, cooked
up and served on a bed of snow.
If you have ever wondered what
the toads are doing in February
or which Kootenay animal really
hibernates, Angus Glass from the Fish
& Wildlife Compensation Fund will
be there to answer those questions
and others.
What’s new at this year’s festival?
We’re amping up the snow sculpture

aspect of the festival. Sculptors
Spring Shine and Chris Petersen of
Argenta will be joined by Nelson
snow sculptor Alexander Avelino.
Hamill Creek Timber Homes is
the Patron of the Arts for this snow
sculpture production – a contribution
that is much appreciated.
The festival is free, including your
lunch, courtesy of the Kaslo & District
Community Forest Society and the
festival takes place at the Kaslo
airport from 10 am till 3 pm, Monday,
February 13 (BC Family Day.)
For more information, to register
your human dogsled team, or to
contribute a pot of soup, search Kaslo
Winter Forest Festival on Facebook
or call Erika Bird at 250-353-7492
or Andy Lecouffe at 250-353-2049.

submitted
Dr. Cortney Shier will join the
medical team at Kaslo’s Victorian
Community Health Centre on
April 1. He brings a background
in emergency medicine, family
practice, and mental health and
addictions. Shier will join doctors
Chantal Guillemette, Shelina Musaji
and Fen Smit in supporting the full
range of physician services in Kaslo.
Shier takes over the practice of
Dr. Isabelle-Anne Fontaine, who
leaves Kaslo at the end of March. He
says he is excited to move to Kaslo.
“I am eager to get to know the
team better and see how we can
make team-based care in Kaslo more
integrated and effective,” he said.
Residents who wish to book
an appointment to see their doctor
should contact health centre staff at
250-353-2291 ext. 5 during regular
weekday business hours (9 am to 5
pm Monday to Friday).
There is access to some same-day
appointments for unexpected medical
issues after 11:30 am on Saturdays
and Sundays. Depending on the
number of booked appointments and
same-day patients, physicians may
not be able to see all patients who
come to the health centre without
an appointment. All efforts will be

made to accommodate patients, but
Interior Health urges people to book
appointments whenever possible.
Kaslo and area residents who
require emergency care outside
regular weekday Emergency
Department hours should call 911.
If you are unsure if you require
urgent medical care, call HealthLink
BC at 811 (24-hour service), and a
nurse can discuss your needs with
you over the phone.
Interior Health says it would
like to take this opportunity to thank
Fontaine for her support of Kaslo
patients over the last several years,
and to thank the Kaslo and Area D
Health Care Select Committee for
its ongoing support of physician
recruitment and retention at the
Victorian Community Health Centre.

Winter in the Forest Festival

New doctor for Kaslo in April

Dr. Cortney Shier

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Nakusp council, January 23: Big plans for Canada Day
by Andreea Myhal
• A delegation from the Nakusp
Community Events Alliance
(NCEA), headed by Councillor
Zeleznik, spoke about plans to
partner with other local organizations
to hold a big event for Canada’s 150th
anniversary this July 1. Sufferfest
will be holding a ‘Last Man Standing
48-hour ultra run’ in the village on
that weekend, and the Chamber
will run the regular program for the
day. The Medieval Society and the
Nakusp and Area Youth Society have
agreed to participate. The NCEA
proposed that the Jackie James
Park be used for this event, which
will include entertainment such as
clowns, magicians, face painting,
beer gardens, and live music. The
NCEA will organize the music
performances, and wants to set
up a stage in front of the arena for
performances between 1 and 8 pm,
using the parking lot as the seating
area for the audience. From 8:30
pm to midnight, they plan to hold
a dance in the auditorium with 23
North. The group hopes that profits
will cover the costs, as well as allow
for a donation to be made back to the
ballpark. This will be a volunteer-run
event. Planning meetings will start
shortly and updates will follow.
• RCMP Constable Lee Bellamy
was congratulated by council for his
medal of bravery. He gave an update
on offences, accidents, and mental
health interventions in Nakusp.
Alcohol-related crimes were up
over the Christmas season, as were
accidents involving animals on the
road, while auto thefts were down.
Mental health incidents took a bit of
a jump (from 4 to 11 calls).
• The Village will apply for a
$10,000 FireSmart Planning Grant
to hold information sessions on
FireSmart planning, establish a
FireSmart community board, hire a
local FireSmart coordinator, develop

a FireSmart Community Plan and
Communications Strategy, and
hold a FireSmart Day. The project
partners are the Village, the Nakusp
Fire Department and NACFOR.
• Council agreed to the Rail
Society’s request that the Village
apply for a BC/ Canada 150 grant for
landscaping around the snowplow
and caboose. As the group has not
had society status for a full year,
it is not eligible to apply. If the
application is successful, the society
will present a site landscaping plan
and budget to council.
• Parks and Recreation Director
Terry Walsh reported that the
parameters of the CBT Recreation
Infrastructure grants have changed,
affecting the proposed tennis court
resurfacing project application. CBT
will now cover only 50% of the
total cost of projects approved for
this funding, whereas previously it
was 70%. Council had approved an
application under the CBT program
for tennis court resurfacing on
November 28 under the assumption
CBT would cover 70%, and agreed
to a Village contribution of 30%
or $9,600. A 50% contribution
would be $16,000. Council approved
the grant application, but asked
that Welsh look for other funding
opportunities as well.
• Director of Operations Warren
Leigh reported that there was a
positive response to extending
water and sewer to the 13th Street
area (North Road). An engineering
survey has begun and will provide
project costs, information on legal
easements, etc.
• Council accepted NACFOR’s
2017 operational budget, showing
income of $2,824,234, expenses
of $2,680,537 and net income of
$143,697.
• Councillor Mueller reported
on the latest Common Agenda
meeting and noted that the West Koot

VILLAGE OF
NAKUSP
MUNICIPAL CAMPGROUND OPERATOR 2017
Closing Date: Tuesday, February 28, 2017
Closing Time: 4:00 PM Local Time
The Village of Nakusp invites proposals from individuals or organizations for Municipal
Campground Operator for the 2017 camping season. General duties will include overall
management of the campground, collection of fees, cleaning and maintenance of the
campground. Details of this opportunity are outlined in a Request for Proposal - Campground
Operator and the RFP packages are available at the Village of Nakusp Office, 91-1st Street
NW, Nakusp BC or on the Village website at www.nakusp.com.
The approximate Campground season is from May through October subject to weather.
All submissions for responding to this request must be submitted to the Village of Nakusp Office,
as stated below, on or before the following date and time (the “Closing Time”):
Time: 4:00 pm local time
Date: Tuesday, February 28, 2017
Late submissions will not be accepted. Submissions will not be opened in public.
Please submit submissions before the Closing date and time addressed to:
Terry Welsh, Director Recreation & Parks
Village of Nakusp
PO Box 280, 91 – 1st Street NW
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Email: twelsh@nakusp.com
Please direct all queries to the above.

Route Tourism Alliance is looking
into sustainable funding models,
including the hotel tax.
• Councillor Zeleznik reported
that the Chamber of Commerce is
looking for new board members,
especially as the current president is
moving away this summer.
• Fire Chief Terry Warren reported
that the department responded to 99
calls in 2016. There were 22 motor
vehicle accidents, two structure fires,
and one incident of illegal fireworks.
He noted that there is a great need for
recruitment, as the Kootenays lost
9-10 fire chiefs last year.
• Director of Parks and
Recreation Terry Welsh noted a
substantial increase in hot springs
revenues from 2015 to 2016, a
busy time for the arena throughout
the Christmas season with regular
and seasonal events, as well as a
successful pilot gymnastics program
that the contractor is looking to
continue. The arena roof replacement
project is complete and came in
under budget. The Trails Master
Plan is moving along, and kudos
were given to the Rotary Club for
the successful completion of the
Waterfront Lighting Project.
• T h e f e e s a n d c h a rg e s
amendment bylaw, which amends
the rates for garbage bags to $3 and
rates for per cubic metre to $21, was
given three readings.

• The water rates and sewer
rates bylaws were adopted. Water
rates increased 5% and sewer rates
increased 10%.
• Mayor Hamling gave her
Regional District report, noting
that the first female fire chief in the
RDCK was appointed in Winlaw,
that several communities are moving
forward with wildfire protection
plans, and that a teleconference was
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held with the broadband committee
and Columbia Basin Broadband
Corporation to discuss how the new
federal funding program would be
implemented. Finally, she declared
she was “ecstatic” that five members
of the public attended the budget
meeting.
• The February 14 and March 13
council meetings were cancelled, due
to staff shortages.

Call for Artists and Venues for
ALFA Guild Art Walk 2017

Hard copy can be submitted to ALFA
Art Walk c/o Selkirk College, Box
720, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
– or –
Online at alfaguildgallery@gmail.com

For more information contact 250-265-4954.
Deadline February 21st, 2017, 4:00 pm.
The Arrow Lakes Historical Society
Invites You to Celebrate Family Day
Monday February 13 • 10 am to 2 pm
At the Archives
Where is the Archives?
You’ll find us behind the Library and Museum.

What is the Archives?

It’s a place where we collect and preserve information, or materials
such as photographs, about the history of the Arrow Lakes area.
Is your family history already recorded in our archival
collection? If not, you can help us add to our records!
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Kaslo library alternative approval process fails in Area D North
by Jan McMurray
Kaslo and Area D voted ‘no’ to
bringing Area D North into the taxation
area for the Kaslo Public Library.
In the recent alternative approval
process (AAP), 179 people registered
their objection to the expansion of the
service area. As this was more than 10%
of the eligible electors, the AAP failed.
Of the 179 people who registered
their dissent, 121 were from within the
proposed expanded area.
Area D Director Aimee Watson
has confirmed that there will be no

referendum on the question.
The current boundaries of the
Library Financial Aid Local Service
Area include the Village of Kaslo, Area
D South, Argenta, Johnson’s Landing
and Retallack. The proposal voted
down in the AAP sought to expand the
boundaries to include the whole of Area
D, adding Lardeau, Meadow Creek,
Cooper Creek, and Poplar.
About 20 people showed up at
a public meeting on the issue held
January 24 in Meadow Creek. After
a presentation by Eva Kelemen,

Kaslo Community Pharmacy
Come check out our new department!
• Photocopying services
• Office supplies
• Arts & Crafts supplies
Photocopying services continue in Kaslo! We can do your custom printing
jobs on regular, colour or card stock. Bring in your documents or email your
files to kasloprinting@gmail.com.

403 Front Street • 250-353-2224

Village of
New Denver
PUBLIC NOTICES
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

library director, several residents
acknowledged the great job she is
doing at the library, but said they didn’t
want to pay taxes into a service they
don’t use.
The expanded service area would
have meant about an extra $11,500
for the library this year. As it stands,
the library will receive approximately
$104,000.
At the public meeting, Area D
Director Aimee Watson explained
that she and Kaslo Mayor Suzan
Hewat decided to take the issue to
alternative approval process because
many people from Area D North pay
a $40 membership to the library. “So
would they prefer to be in the service?”
she asked. “That’s why we’ve gone
down this road.” She said feedback she

had been getting from residents was
fairly evenly split between those for and
those against paying into the service.
Director Watson explained that she
could have added Area D North into the
bylaw without asking her constituents;
this is allowed with library service
bylaws. “But I didn’t want to do that,”
she said. She had the forms available
for residents to fill in if they wanted to
register their opposition to the proposal.
To those who objected to the
alternative approval process itself,
Watson made the case that an AAP
was a better choice than a referendum
in this case, as most of the people in the
service area would probably vote ‘yes’
in a referendum. They would welcome
more people paying into the service, as
it would lower the cost for them.

Kelemen’s presentation outlined
the services offered by the Kaslo
library, including programs for children
and youth such as preschool story
time with crafts, summer reading club,
movie club, animation workshops,
and role playing games. The library
has books, audio books and movies to
loan, and can order books in from other
libraries. Several research databases
can be accessed at the library, as well.
Library cards are offered at no charge
until May this year.
The taxation has helped fund
operations of the Kaslo Public Library
since 1990. The maximum tax rate
allowed by the bylaw is .24 per $1,000,
translating to $36 on a $150,000 house,
$60 on a $250,000 house and $96 on a
$400,000 property.

by Jan McMurray
Thanks to the Saturday Indoor
Market at the Old Firehall, local food
and other local artisanal products are
available all year round in Nakusp.
The market runs from 10 am to 2 pm
every Saturday.
Starting Saturday, February 25, one
lucky customer will win a basket of
goodies from the market vendors. Each
vendor will donate a little something to
the basket, and everyone who makes
a purchase at the market during the
month can enter to win. The vendors
will be holding the basket door prize
draw on the last Saturday of every
month.
Regular vendors at the Saturday
Indoor Market include McCormack’s

Farm with their eggs, chicken, pork
and beef; John Banta with his bread
and granola; the Intentional Peasants
with their carrots, potatoes, onions,
garlic, beets, rutabagas and parsnips;
Charlie with his Wild Kootenay Honey;
Grandma Faye with her treats and
slippers; Just Jamming jams and salsas;
Burton City Cider; One Point Paper
Art; Christine with her jewellery; and

Bodacious Bubbles body care products.
New vendors who ‘make it, bake it
or grow it’ are more than welcome. Just
show up at 9 am with your homemade
or homegrown products. Tables are
provided in this wonderful market space
in the re-purposed old firehall building
– a homegrown project in itself! A
contribution of $10 or 10% from each
vendor helps keep the market going.

submitted
Columbia Basin Trust is undertaking
a regional Shipping and Logistics
Analysis to assess regional logistics
infrastructure and services and explore
options for improvements. To that end, it
is contacting business owners and others

throughout the Basin for their input and
participation.
The scope of the project includes
analysis of the shipping and logistics
infrastructure in the Basin; identification
of constraints and challenges to
efficient operations; and assessment of
impacts. The study will also provide
recommendations on potential actions
and the role of the Trust in improving
regional logistics to enhance business
growth and investment.
A consulting team led by Philip
Davies of Davies Transportation
Consulting Inc. has been hired to conduct
the study. Other members of the team
include Darryl Anderson of Wave
Point Consulting Ltd. and Steve Hayto
of S5 Services. They are reaching
out to stakeholders with an interest
in regional shipping and logistics to
gather information on the current state
of infrastructure and services, regional
issues and potential solutions.
SATURDAY INDOOR MARKET
at the
OLD FIREHALL COLLECTIVE
in Nakusp

Door prize draws at Nakusp’s Saturday Indoor Market

CBT tackles shipping and logistics concerns

The Village of New Denver is seeking local residents to sit on
the Village of New Denver’s Local Selection Committee for the
CBT Community Initiatives funding program on Tuesday, April 4,
2017. Interested individuals can contact the Village Office for more
information. The deadline for expressions of interest is 4 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 15, 2017.

COMMUNITY SPACES FOR FUTURE
GENERATIONS

The Village of New Denver is seeking community input regarding future
plans for the Knox Hall and the Bosun Hall. A feedback form has been
created and is available for download from the Village’s website or
in hard copy at the Village Office. Please provide your comments by
February 28, 2017.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

With funding assistance from the BC Rural Dividend Program, the
Village of New Denver is working with Silverton, Slocan and Area H
and staff from EDCD Consulting on the development of an economic
development strategy and implementation plan for the Slocan Valley.
A survey is available online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
SVEconomicDevelopment or in hard copy from the Village Offices.
Please complete the online version or return a printed copy to your
Village Office by February 24th in order to ensure your voice is heard.
Public Information Sessions about the project are scheduled as follows:
Tuesday, February 21 – North Valley: 6-8 p.m. at Silverton Memorial Hall
Wednesday, February 22 – South Valley: 6-8 p.m. at Passmore Hall
Thursday, February 23 – Slocan Area: 6-8 p.m. at Slocan Legion Hall

WILDFIRE PROTECTION PROJECT

The Village of New Denver would like to advise area residents that
Slocan Integrated Forestry Cooperative (SIFCo) will be performing
wildfire interface treatment activities in and around New Denver
over the coming months, thanks to funding assistance obtained from
UBCM and CBT.
115 Slocan Avenue • P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 • office@newdenver.ca • www.newdenver.ca

Annual General
Meeting

The Nakusp & District Chamber of
Commerce invites you to attend our
2017 AGM
Wednesday, March 1 • 5:30 pm
Nakusp Senior’s Hall
210 8th Ave NW
Guest Speakers: Dan Trobak, West Koot Route
Marilyn Rivers, Imagine Kootenay
Appies by Deb Guest
Please RSVP 250-265-4234 or nakusp@telus.net by Friday,
February 24

We look forward to working with you in 2017!

Every Saturday 10 am - 2 pm
LOCAL FOOD
veggies, meat, eggs, honey, bread,
granola, baked goods, jams, salsas
&
LOCAL ARTISANS
soaps, body care products, paper art

All products are homemade or
homegrown locally!
NEW VENDORS WELCOME
More info: Andy 250-269-7595
90 5th Ave NW (across from
liquor store)
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West Kootenay Community TEETH Clinic Society to provide services in Nakusp
submitted
The West Kootenay Community
TEETH Clinic Society, a nonprofit organization, operates as a
collaborative community endeavour
involving active participation in
providing low-cost dental services
to eligible persons of all ages whose
applications have been reviewed and
pre-approved.
The society has now branched into
Nakusp and area with the generous
support of Dr. Don DeSandoli and the
professionals from Saddle Mountain
Dental Clinic. It believes that all
people deserve access to dental care
and endeavours to make quality
dental care more affordable to those
in need. The clinic offers residents
without dental insurance, who have an
annual income of less than $30,000,
a reduction of 40 per cent off dental

procedural costs which are noted in
the BC Dental Fee guide. A period of
three months’ residency is required.
The clinic also accepts all
government or private dental plans,
and persons who receive income
assistance or disability benefits. The
society, a non-profit organization,
relies on donations to help pay for
subsidized procedures. Donations will
be gladly accepted and a charitable
tax receipt can be issued for amounts
over $20, upon request.
The clinic is able to offer a limited
number of payment plans, wherever
possible. The duration of payments
can be spread over a maximum of
three months interest free. Minimum
payment of $25 will be due at the first
appointment, but the invoice must be
paid in full before the next treatments
can be scheduled. A $10 no-show and

date cancellation fee is levied if less
than 48 hours’ notice is given; it must
be paid before another appointment
will be booked.
Service application forms and
registrations are available online
at www.healthco-op.ca and also
from volunteers who will provide
further information and assistance in
completing applications at Robertson
United Church, date to be announced.
You must bring along your proof of
income and residence in order to
complete your eligibility assessment.
Following this you will be contacted
for an appointment time, once you
have registered .
For further details, contact the
TEETH Society hotline at 250-3526560 or the Nakusp and area volunteer
verifier Paulette Sparreboom at 2654202.

submitted
Gallery 2 in Grand Forks

presents Grounded, a collection of
drawings by Nakusp artist Debra

Rushfeldt. This body of work
consists of 15 oversized, realismbased charcoal and graphite
framed drawings that explore the
many definitions of ground, or
being grounded.
R u s h f e l d t ’s f o c u s i s o n
visualizing weight, repetition
and pattern, and she works to
capture something special in
the subject matter, which is
personal and a reflection of her
everyday life. In her drawings,
she seeks to bind the ordinary to
the extraordinary, without losing
ground, or forgetting what grounds
us everyday.
The exhibition runs until April
8, and Rushfeldt will present an
artist’s talk in April at the gallery’s
closing celebration.

Rushfeldt exhibition opens in Grand Forks

Chains, by Debra Rushfeldt

Skiers and snowboarders of all ages are welcome to enter the races at Summit Lake Ski Hill this
Sunday, February 12. All you have to do is show up at 9 am to register. Races begin at 10:30
am; awards at 3 pm. The Summit Lake Club Race is a super fun event, hosted every year by the
Summit Lake Racers. Snow conditions promise to be the best we’ve had in many years!
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IN-GRATITUDE

To all those who have so generously contributed to the demise of
one of the largest and most incredible migrations on earth.
May God, the Great Spirit, be with you.
With Love,
Gretchen, Susie and Eloise

MARLOW,
Alan Edward

April 9th, 1924 –
January 23rd, 2017
Alan passed away quietly in his sleep on
January 23. The family would like to express
our heartfelt thanks for the compassionate care
of the staff of Minto House. Alan was a great friend
to travellers and residents of the Lardeau. We will all miss the help,
humour and strength that Alan provided over the years. Coming from
England at the age of 5, he emigrated with his mother and sisters in May
of 1929 on the ship Montcalm. They joined their father Edward, who ran
a logging operation, and they settled in the valley where they remained for
the rest of their lives. He is predeceased by his parents, brother Edward;
and sisters Addie and Minnie. He is survived by his nieces: Madeline,
and Eileen; and nephews, Alfred and Henry. He was buried in the lower
Nakusp Cemetery, February 1st, from Robertson Memorial United Church,
with service by Rev. Hillary Bitten, followed by a lunch served by the
church auxiliary. Donations in Alan’s name may be made to Minto House,
Nakusp, B.C.
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Winter Blues Boogie’s 25th was another memorable night
were just on cloud nine last night.”
In response to complaints about
overcrowding on the dance floor, 80
fewer tickets were printed this year.
The effect was noticeable, with less
of the bumper derby effect of past
years. Tickets were put on sale the
first week of December and were
sold out by the 15th of that month,
all without publicity. “By the time
it was time to submit an article to
the Valley Voice the tickets were
gone,” says Callison. “We printed
40 posters early this year but before
we could get them put up the
tickets were gone.” Callison and
Barb Yeomans keep an email list
of about 120 people and send out

alerts before advertising goes out.
Due to the heavy snowfall,
some ticket holders weren’t able to
make it, leaving Callison with about
eight tickets to re-sell the night of
the Boogie. Although Highway
6 remained open, there were
extreme weather warnings across
the province, with an accumulation
of up to 70 centimetres predicted
over the weekend in some areas.
Meteorologists are calling it one
of the most significant snowfalls
to hit BC in February history. But
braving the elements has become as
much of a tradition for Winter Blues
Boogie as shakin’ yer booty. Boogie
patrons over the years have had to
endure landslides, power outages
and of course extreme weather. Just
last year a snowslide briefly closed
the highway between Silverton and
New Denver. This year one man
drove all the way from California
to be here.
But enough about weather.
Holly Hyatt and Friends came on
for the first set. It was great to see
Holly so relaxed and happy now as
a performer and at the same time
really belting it out. And looking
fabulous all the while. The ‘Friends’
turned out to be Jon Burden

properly giving the fretboard the
12-bar strut and some mean, ripping
leads. The rhythm section was the
‘old reliable’ rhythm engine of No
Excuse: Bill Wilson on drums and
Kenny Turner on five-string bass.
And let’s not forget the inimitable
Clint Swanson on sax, as usual
blowing magic through those brass
keys. In places it was a bit rough;
Burden confessed they’d only had
time for a couple of rehearsals. But
in the main it was a rollicking great
opening set that had the dance floor
packed from the very first song.
What can you say about Dr.
Fun and the Nightcrawlers anymore
after 25 years? These guys never let
you down—always entertaining,
always energetic, and with an
evolving mix of songs that weave
seamlessly through two dancelicious sets. Just like Holly Hyatt,
Dr. Fun’s gang had ‘em shakin’
their hips from the first chord.
Gary Gilbert came on decked
in his trademark shades, nattily
dressed as usual, and the boys soon
launched into a raucous cover of
Talking Heads’ classic Life During
Wartime. They nailed it. I must
admit I miss their Allman Brothers
streak, but that’s just my love of

a screaming electric slide guitar,
Duane Allman-style. I’ve seen these
guys do an extended Allman Bros.
jam and fully do it justice. They
also did a fast blues shuffle version
of Leonard Cohen’s I’m Your Man,
often considered the choice of cool
cats in the music world. It’s a bit odd
to hear it done that way, probably
because without the man himself
singing it it’s a reminder of the
Great Voice we’ve lost. Of all the
Great Voices we’ve lost the past
year. But nobody thought of that.
They just boogied. And boogied.
And boogied.
The only sour note came from
a sound mix that occasionally had
instruments buried in the mix,
repeated squeals of feedback,
monitor problems, and other
issues. That didn’t change the fact
that Winter Blues Boogie is the
Doctor’s best cure for those dreaded
February Blues. Shakin’ a leg is one
of Nature’s great remedies. Callison
is fond of saying how he’s always
loved looking out at the audience
and seeing all the smiling faces.
Many of them are faces that return
year after year, making it almost a
family reunion – getting older but
staying perennially young at heart.

PHOTO CREDIT: ART JOYCE

by Art Joyce
Well, they came, and they
rocked. The 25th anniversary of the
Winter Blues Boogie in Silverton
delivered another great evening
of booty-shaking rock and blues.
The evening was notable for the
reunion of the original line-up of
Dr. Fun and the Nightcrawlers, a
mainstay of the event during its
quarter century. Although the band
‘officially’ retired in 2008, Gary
Gilbert (‘Dr. Fun’) and bandmates
showed up again in 2014 and 2016
to rock the joint.
“And all of them still alive,
some more than others,” quips
co-organizer Dick Callison. “They

Holly Hyatt and Friends came on for the first set. It was great to see Holly so relaxed and happy as a performer and at the same
time really belting it out. And looking fabulous all the while.
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BC Parks now able to hire more park rangers
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submitted
The Province says it
will increase and strengthen
conservation in its parks with a
new investment of $35 million
over the next three years. Of
this, $25 million will go directly
to BC Parks operations allowing
for new programs and services
as well as hiring about 25 new
park rangers, with a focus on
protecting and preserving the
backcountry. This is in addition
to the 87 seasonal rangers hired
each summer.

Park rangers’ duties range
from maintaining trails and
campsites, to monitoring
wildlife habitats and species at
risk, to ensuring guests are aware
of risks posed by dangerous
animals such as bears and
cougars.
The hiring process will
begin immediately, and BC
Parks expects to have the
new rangers in place for the
upcoming camping season.
Further details on exact locations
of the new park rangers will be

announced as the hiring process
is completed.
The remaining $10 million
will be an initial endowment to
the new BC Parks Foundation.
The foundation will help
generate private revenue, to
be spent on promoting and
enhancing the experience in
BC Parks.
Other conservation
initiatives arising from increased
operations funding will include:
• A Discover BC Parks
program where the public can

be engaged through interactive
mobile learning spaces,
mobile apps, online activities
and projects for children, and
volunteer-led outreach programs.
• Opening parks to
universities and climate-related
agencies as living laboratories, to
measure and monitor the impact
of climate change on ecosystems
and wildlife. This, in turn, will
help ensure provincial policies
and programs are making a
difference.
• Enhancing community and

volunteer involvement through
new community liaison rangers,
who will establish relationships
and partnerships throughout the
province with local governments,
community groups, businesses,
advocacy organizations, school
groups, and the public at large.
BC Parks also wants to
invite First Nations communities
and Aboriginal groups to express
their culture and heritage through
BC Parks, and in so doing share
their perspectives on nature and
history to the broader community.

Parks and recreational facilities
can serve as the stage to help
promote Indigenous culture, and
to honour First Nations history
and the spiritual importance of
their ancestral lands.
The Province is investing
$22.9 million to build 1,900 new
campsites in provincial parks and
recreation sites, incorporating
accessible design standards and,
most recently, it launched a series
of licence plates depicting scenes
from BC’s parks and recreation
areas.

submitted
One of the Burton
Community Learning
Centre’s most popular
activities is ‘Just For the
Health Of It’ for seniors.
Seniors in Burton (and in
Nakusp) gather once a week

for 10 consecutive weeks
for gentle physical exercise
and brain fitness under the
watchful eye of registered
third age fitness instructors
Anne Ralston and Roelie
Van Dam.
Guests speakers such

as sexual health educator
Theresa Weatherhead, grief
counsellor Shelley Bortnick
and pharmacist Troy Clark
also attend occasionally to
talk about various topics of
interest to this age group. It
is a wonderful opportunity

for seniors living in a rural
setting such as the Arrow
Lakes to get together
regularly and socialize while
being physically active.
For the upcoming 10week program, Ralston and
Van Dam will put more
focus on the new balance
and mobility program,
‘Fall Proof ’, they have
recently been trained in.
The BC Recreation and
Park Association (BCRPA)
requires its instructors to
keep their knowledge current
and maintain CPR/First Aid
training.
‘Just For The Health Of It’
has been offered to residents
of the Arrow Lakes every
fall and winter since early
2013 when the Burton centre,
with the financial assistance
of the Arrow Lakes Ladies’
Auxiliary, sponsored a very
successful pilot program.
There is no other program
like this one in the valley and
thanks to the newly received

CBT social grant, BCLC will
continue to offer this senior
fitness program for the next
three years.
Participants from Burton
and surrounding areas gather
at the centre, in the Burton
School building, on Friday
mornings from 10 until noon
every week until the end of
March while participants
from Nakusp go to the
Seniors Hall on Monday
mornings. Drop-in fee is $5
per class or $36 for the 10week session.
The Burton Community
Learning Centre is a nonprofit society which provides a

range of learning and wellness
opportunities in fitness,
education and learning,
community information and
services, food security and
arts and culture. The centre
is available to residents of
the Arrow Lakes and its
surrounding area. Visit its
Facebook page for a detailed
schedule of activities.
BCLC acknowledges
financial contributions from
RDCK, CBT Community
Initiative Program and
Recreational Commission
No 4 as well as SD #10 for
the use of the Burton School
facility.

Wellness program popular with Arrow Lakes seniors

Seniors limber up during an exercise class in Nakusp. Instructor Roelie Van Dam is fourth from the left.

What are The Vagina Monologues and why are they coming to Nakusp?
submitted
V-Day Nakusp 2017
presents a benefit reading
of The Vagina Monologues
February 25 at the
Bonnington. Local women
have been inspired to take
part, creating a cast from
Nakusp and New Denver.
You will take away a greater
understanding of the female
experience, and leave with
lots to talk about. It is very
funny, entertaining, and real.
Hailed by the New York
Times as funny and poignant
and by the Daily News as
intelligent and courageous,
The Vagina Monologues is
an episodic play written by
Eve Ensler which began in

1996 at the Off-Broadway
Westside Theatre. The New
York Times called the play
“probably the most important
piece of political theater of
the last decade.” The Vagina
Monologues dives into the
mystery, humour, pain,
power, wisdom, outrage
and excitement buried
in women’s experiences.
The book, which includes
a foreword by Gloria
Steinem, was first published
in February 1998.
This performance comes
at an important time in our
society; we have a need to
defend our social norms as
they are under attack. By
talking about those issues

that unify us and separate us,
we are bringing realities into
the light to create a healthier
culture.
‘Stopping the Violence
Outreach’ in partnership
with the Arrow Lakes Arts
Council presents this onenight only benefit reading.
It will be performed at The
Bonnington Arts Centre
on February 25, at 7 pm.
Admission is by donation
with all of the proceeds going
to support local women’s
programs. Seats are first
come-first serve so arrive
early to ensure a seat. There
will be a concession by the
Arrow Lakes Arts Council.
• What is a V-Day

Campaign? It is a catalyst for
mobilizing women and men
to heighten awareness about
violence against women and
girls. By creating this global
community, V-Day strives to
empower women to find their
collective voices and demand
an end to the violence that
affects one in three women
around the world. V-Day
Nakusp is a local effort
within the worldwide context
of the campaign. To learn
more about V-Day Nakusp,
call (250) 265-3674 ext. 205
or e-mail vdaynakusp2017@
outlook.com. To learn
more about V-Day and its
campaigns visit www.vday.
org.

SLOCAN PARK BRANCH
3014 HWY 6
SLOCAN PARK, BC
PHONE: 250-226-7212
FAX: 250-226-7351
ONLINE: WWW.HERITAGECU.CA
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Kootenay elders celebrated in new book
submitted
When Nelson author Lee
Reid set out to learn about elders
and aging in the West Kootenay,
she was unprepared for the
richness and complexity of the
stories she heard. Before long,
interviews about gardening,
cooking, and collective wisdom
began to take root. The result is

a fully illustrated book Growing
Home: The Legacy of Kootenay
Elders, which is set to launch
this February at a number of
events, including a February 12
special storytelling event at the
Passmore Lodge from 1 to 3 pm,
a book signing at Otter Books on
February 4 from 2 to 4 pm, on
Thursday, February 16 at 7 pm at

the Nelson Public Library and on
March 12 at 1 pm at the Slocan
Community Library.
“I am so grateful to the
Kootenay seniors who opened
their homes and gardens to me
and who shared their stories,”
says Reid. “I learned about hope
and courage with the unknowns
of aging. We sure need that
because there are so many ugly
fears and assumptions about
growing older.”
Growing Home chronicles
the life experience of long-time
area residents as they navigate
the changes and gifts of aging

throughout the seasons on their
land.
George Colletti, 95, recalls
early Nelson and the Chinese
market gardeners of the 1920s
and ’30s who provided produce
to the Coletti Italian grocery
store on Baker street. Pete and
Shirley Relkoff share their
Doukhobor culture and history,
and Tom Wayman describes the
positive impact of gardening
on creative work. Other stories
include those of Helen Jameson
and her wildlife sanctuary; Ron
McIntyre, the beekeeper from
Blueberry; and Fred and Liane

The Valley Voice February 9, 2017

Rudolph at Shutty Bench, among
many others.
The book features gardening
advice and recipes, illustrated
with art by Amber Santos of
Nelson and photographs by the
Slocan Valley’s Rod Currie, with
additional photographs by other
talented photographers from the
region.
Reid’s own story includes
ten years of creative cookery on
a floating fishing resort, which
resulted in her first book From
a Coastal Kitchen (Hancock
House, 1980). Later, a career in
counselling offered connections
to extraordinary people from
diverse cultures and backgrounds.
After retirement she founded
SEEDS, a food security society

where she rounded up a team of
elder reporters to profile the lives
of the volunteer senior gardeners
at Lakeside Park greenhouse.
Thus began her explorations into
creative aging.
The first shipment of
Growing Home sold out
immediately in January. With
more on the way, Reid is excited
at the prospect of introducing her
book and the people it celebrates
at Passmore Lodge, Otter Books
and the Nelson Library.
Copies of Growing Home are
available locally and will be for
sale at the February 16 Nelson
Library event, which features a
slideshow and talk by the author.
More information can be found at
www.growinghomestories.com.

SHIRLEY DALE MUNRO
(nee McCaffery)
August 2, 1942 – January 21, 2017

It is with profound gratitude that we have had the fortune to be loved,
nurtured, influenced, and delighted by Shirley. She will be fondly
remembered as a remarkable daughter, wife, mother, sister, grandmother, aunt, cousin, and friend—and greatly missed by her mother
Florence Parker, husband Don, brothers Bryan and Neil, children
Ben, Simon, Joel, Michael, Tom, Jill, and Cam . . . and her fourteen
grandchildren, who will always see their Grandma as an embodiment
of how important family relations truly are. As she embarks on the next
plane of her beautiful existence, we bid Shirley adieu, and know that
she will smile down on us often. We love you and will miss you dearly.
Please share your condolences, memories, stories, and photos of
Shirley on Facebook at Shirley Dale Munro.

Reid’s fully illustrated book Growing Home: The Legacy of Kootenay Elders.

NAKUSP & ARROW LAKES
TRAILS MASTER PLAN
HOW
DO YOU
TRAIL?
Public Open Houses
Tuesday, March 7 in Burton/Fauquier
7 pm - 9 pm at the Burton Community Hall
Wednesday, March 8 in Edgewood
7 pm - 9 pm at the Legion Hall Upstairs

Thursday, March 9 in Nakusp
7 pm - 9 pm at the Nakusp Sports Complex Auditorium

Share your passion for trails and provide your
input on your favourite trail activity
Please join us – YOUR VOICE COUNTS!

Nelson author Lee Reid

Slocan artists produce book:
Art Embracing Awareness
submitted
Mirage Studio presents Art
Embracing Awareness, a book
of transcendent images, poetry
and short stories by Frantisek
Strouhal, Chantal Robert, and
Jakub Strouhal.
How aware are you of what
is happening in and around you
right now? In today’s fast-paced,
social media-driven society, we
need constant reminders to slow
down, breathe and remember
that we are more than our jobs
and twitter handles. Our lives
are more than our bills and to-do
lists. In this age of information,
it is good to remember that life
is a mystery and that what we
don’t know, might just help us
more than what we do.
Frantisek Strouhal and
Chantal Robert are mystics,
alchemists, and artists who have
worked together to establish
Mirage Studio, a fine art
enterprise in the Slocan Valley.
Strouhal is the artist and Robert
is the business coordinator and
manager. Their main goals are to
grow spiritually and help others
along the way, exemplified
by Robert’s career as a health
professional.
These desires have

converged in their latest
undertaking, co-written by the
couple along with Frantisek’s
son, Jakub, a writer and hiphop artist. These three unlikely
Musketeers channel their love
and care together to share their
experiences and understanding
with others through gentle,
entrancing visuals and literary
work.
Mirage Studio aims to
capture the magic of life’s
ephemeral, yet eternal, essence
with engaging visuals that slowly

pull you into a provocative and
enigmatic world. Short writings
accompanying each image assist
you like a guide on a journey of
expansion and awareness. You
cannot embrace art without
embracing the unknown because
where art and awareness meet,
the possibilities are endless.”
For pictures and
information, check out Mirage
Studio at www.frantisekstrouhal.
com or Frantisek Strouhal on
Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn
and Facebook.

Encounter with the Unknown, by Frantisek Strouhal
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Wayne’s World: Pop-up constituency offices coming this spring

Happy New Year! 2017 marks
the 150th anniversary of Canada’s
Confederation, and I am looking
forward to serving you in the busy
year ahead. I campaigned on the
promise that I would be a strong
voice for Kootenay-Columbia in
Ottawa and my priority remains
visiting communities across the
riding to hear from you.
Earlier in January, I had the
opportunity to host open houses
at my Cranbrook and Nelson
constituency offices. I was also
able to host coffee with the MP
in Field and Revelstoke, and in
Golden, residents joined me for
an evening of pints and politics.
From these public events and the
many reply cards my office has
received by mail, I have heard
from constituents about priorities
ranging from democratic reform, to
concerns about the environment, to
health care, to support for our small
businesses and making life more

affordable.
Though it will be a busy
upcoming session in Ottawa, I
look forward to making the most
out of the break weeks back in our
riding. One of the most important
resources I am able to offer in my
role as your Member of Parliament
is to support constituents on federal
matters. I know that accessing your
nearest Service Canada office or
even my constituency offices can
be a challenge across an area as big
as Kootenay-Columbia – especially
during these winter months. That
is why I am excited to announce
that throughout 2017 I will be
bringing my constituency offices to
communities across the riding in a
series of pop-up offices.
My staff will be on hand to
help you to navigate and resolve
issues with federal government
departments, programs and services.
Whenever it is possible, I look
forward to being able to stop in

submitted
The North Valley Mountain
Film Festival is partnering
with Isaac and Orsi Carter of
ICandyFilms to offer a filmmaking
workshop as part of the 2017
festival. The multi-part workshop
will be comprised of three half day
sessions in early March. The first
session will focus on film theory
and filming techniques. Day two
will be on location putting those
techniques into practice, and a third
session will focus on editing and
processing the media into a finished
product.
“We are thankful for support
from the Columbia Basin Trust’s
Community Initiatives Program and
to have ICandyFilms on board to run
this workshop,” said coordinator
Myles Berney. “We hope to give
interested community members
the skills and confidence needed to
produce their own short movies and
slideshows to share with friends and
family and to be submitted for future
community film festivals.”
Isaac Carter adds, “This
workshop is tailored to give
participants an entire layout of nobudget filming techniques and to
show the possibilities of what you
can do with your own equipment.
From the conception of a story,
to the complicated settings on
your cameras, to the editing of
footage, this workshop will be sure
to improve your home videos.”
The theory and filming sessions

of this workshop will be held on
the weekend of March 4-5. The
date for the editing session will be
determined and announced closer
to the workshop date to registered
participants. For more information
and to register, please contact
northvalleyfilmfest@gmail.com
This year’s film festival will
be held March 4 at the Silverton
Memorial Hall. Tickets will soon
be available at Silverton Building
Supplies in Silverton and at
Rutabaga’s in New Denver.

North Valley Mountain Film Festival
hosts filmmaking workshop

North Valley Mountain
Film Festival and
ICandyFilms present
Film Making Workshop
Covering everything from film
theory to filming and editing
techniques this workshop will be
sure to improve your home videos.

Saturday & Sunday
March 4 - 5
10 am - 2 pm
To register and for more
information please contact
northvalleyfilmfest@gmail.com

at the pop-up office to hear your
concerns. I know how challenging it
is to access updates and information
from federal government agencies
– especially if your only point of
contact is a busy phone line. As your
MP, I am able to inquire on your
behalf and assist you in updating
your case file with additional
required information.
Please contact my office if
you are interested in making an
appointment at a pop-up office. I
will also be accepting walk-ins on a
first come, first serve basis. Please
make sure to bring your Social
Insurance Number and a piece of
identification. Please note that, in
order to assist you, I am required
to have you sign a parliamentarian
consent form before looking into
your file. This means that the person
requiring assistance must attend
the meeting in person; third-party
requests cannot be accepted.
Aside from my constituency
pop-up offices, I also look forward
to continuing to hear from our local
businesses by hosting more small
business forums in 2017. After the
success of my first forum in Fernie
last October, I am excited to hear
from the Columbia Valley next, at a
forum in Invermere in early March.
Also in March, I will be hosting
a telephone town hall meeting with
residents of the riding. You will
have the opportunity to listen to, and

join in a discussion with, a panel of
stakeholders on the government’s
plans to legalize marijuana. Please
check my website or contact my
office for more information on these
upcoming events.
I hope to see you in my travels
around the riding this year.
Wayne Stetski, MP for KootenayColumbia
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Oxygen’s artist in residence invites participation in the Kissing Project
Google online viewing. Interested?
Come out to Sylvia Grace Borda’s

talk on February 18 at 4 pm to take
part and to learn about a history of

Doukhobor couple kissing each other.

EUPHEMIA
(EFFIE) MILLS
September 8, 1918 –
January 30, 2017

Effie, wife of Frank Mills, passed away
on January 30, 2017 at the age of 98. Effie
was born and raised in New Denver, BC and
spent most of her life in the Slocan Valley as
well as Nelson, BC. She loved the outdoors,
travelling, and her summers were spent gardening and enjoying the
beautiful Slocan Lake she so loved.
Effie is survived by two sons Bob (Marie) Mills and Roy (Barb)
Mills, daughter Betty Ann (Harold) Mori, six grandchildren and five
great grandchildren.
At Effie’s request, a family celebration of life will take place at a
later time.
Donations can be made in Effie’s memory to Slocan Community
Health Centre.
The family would like to thank Drs. Magier and Burkholder, the
nurses and staff as well as Sue and the members of the New Denver
Hospice Society for their professionalism and kindness shown to Effie
and her family.

Silvery Slocan Historical Society
presents a

BC Heritage Week 2017 Event
Shawn Lamb Archives, Touchstones Museum, Nelson

and couple unknown at this time)
during the 1950s, Sylvia believes
this image is iconic as Le Baiser de
l’Hotel de Ville by Robert Doiseau,
which launched Paris as the great
city of love!
Sylvia hopes to use the metaphor
and action of a ‘kiss’ to not only
enhance the existing image of Nelson
but to reflect on how art can add new
associative values to a city.
Are you ready to be part of a
kissing project? Sylvia is calling
upon Nelson residents to volunteer
a staged ‘kiss’ to be recorded in
360˚. Resulting images will be
both launched as part of the artist’s
opening exhibition on June 8 at the
Oxygen Art Centre as panorama
prints and as interactive pictures for

kissing in art. What better time for
this than Valentine’s month?

IMAGE COURTESY OF TOUCHSTONES NELSON MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY

submitted
The Oxygen Art Centre is
pleased to be hosting Sylvia Grace
Borda as artist in residence in the city
this spring through June.
Sylvia Grace Borda is exploring
how image-making challenges and
enhances our experience of place,
time, culture and perception through
the delivery of her ‘Kissing Project.’
The artist’s project uses the
metaphor and action of a ‘kiss’
as a platform to enhance the
existing image of Nelson. She
is hoping to make Nelson the
interior’s cultural capital of ‘amour’
through her images. Inspired by the
Touchstones Museum’s photograph
of a Doukhobor couple kissing in
downtown Nelson (photographer

Sunday, February 19, 7:00 pm
Knox Hall, New Denver

Blues, Brews & BBQ
fundraiser for KCR

submitted
Blues, Brews & BBQ is back for
another year, just in time to save you
from cabin fever and get you up on the
dance floor. The party is on Saturday
February 25 at Finley’s Bar and Grill;
doors open at 6 pm, and tickets are $25.
The evening features such legends
as Portland roots artist Lloyd Jones.
Opening for Jones and the Nelson Allstars is special guest Kelly Fawcett,
fronting the opening band led by sax
player Clinton Swanson and featuring
Don Stewart, Mark Spielman, Jim Fike,
and Tim Bullen. Mr. Aardvark will play
Back Porch Blues on the covered deck
before and during band breaks.
An authentic Southern-style BBQ
and tapas are on the menu for this special
night. The $25 door ticket doesn’t cover
dinner, and reservations are available.
This is a Kootenay Co-op Radio
fundraising event with all profits going
to this amazing locally and nationally
recognized community radio station.
Don’t wait to get your tickets as this
event has sold out the previous three
years. Tickets are available at Finley’s,
Kootenay Co-op Radio and Otter Books.

FOSTER HOME URGENTLY NEEDED
Hidden in Plain Sight: The Chinese in the West Kootenay
Sean Arthur Joyce • Kootenay Historian and Author
Learn about the little-known history of the intrepid Chinese pioneers who, despite significant
discrimination, were an important presence in communities throughout our region –
including the Silvery Slocan – in the early days of settlement. In addition to new discoveries
on the topic, Joyce will read excerpts from his Nelson Daily News column ‘Heritage
Beat’ where he originally published his research on the Chinese in the West Kootenay.

Jack is very sweet, loves people, purrs as
soon as you walk in the room. He is looking
for that special person to give him special
care and attention to get him healthy again.
To find out more about Jack, or if you
are that special family, please call PALS at
250-265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Admission is by donation, Refreshments will be provided
Silvery Slocan Historical Society would like to thank
Columbia Basin Trust for making this event possible.

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com
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BCUC releases decision on BC Hydro Rate Design application
submitted
The BC Utilities Commission
has released its decision on BC
Hydro’s Rate Design application,
the first application of its type
since 2007 and only the third in
BC Hydro’s history.
The BCUC approves changes
to the design of BC Hydro’s rates
for residential, commercial and
industrial customers. Rate design
is the way customer rates are
structured including the terms
and conditions for service. The
determinations will take effect
on April 1, 2017.
The two-tier rate structure
was maintained because
eliminating it would cause
increased bills for most
customers. As well, the rate is
well understood by customers,
creating an incentive to conserve
energy.
In a related process the BC
Minister of Energy and Mines
has requested the BCUC provide

Junior Dragons’ Den
looking for young
entrepreneurs

submitted
Junior Dragons’ Den is
coming to Nelson and is looking
for talented young entrepreneurs
throughout the West Kootenay
and Boundary area who want
to get their business idea off
the ground.
Modelled after CBC’s The
Dragons’ Den, students from
Grade 7 to post-secondary
level pitch their business idea
to a group of potential investors.
The West Kootenay competition
takes place in Nelson April
20, and the winners go on to
compete against Cranbrook in
the finals, hosted in Trail May 6.
Submissions are evaluated
based on finances, marketability,
the product or service idea and
the plan presented. Businesses
can be in the idea phase to
already existing.
Junior Dragons’ Den started
as a West Kootenay/Boundarywide student business
competition three years
ago, and has now expanded
throughout the Kootenays with
two regional competitions and
a championship.
Community Futures
Central Kootenay is proud to
host the 4th West Kootenay
Boundary regional competition
in Nelson.
“The calibre of business
concepts presented in past years
has been amazing and we feel
that this initiative complements
Nelson’s business community
and entrepreneurial spirit very
well,” said executive director
Andrea Wilkey.
Be sure to check out
www.juniordragonsden.com
for all the registration details,
as well as videos from past
winners on www.facebook/
juniordragonsden.com to get
those creative juices flowing.

government with a report on the
impacts of two-tier residential
rates. The BCUC will complete
and issue this report publicly in
the near future.
The E-Plus rate is a discount
rate for customers with space
and water heating that was put
in place in 1987 as a way for
BC Hydro to market its surplus
energy at a time when the utility
did not have a consistent ability to
sell its surplus energy to market.
There has been a decreasing
number of E-Plus customers
since then. The BCUC decided
to end this rate because there is
no justification to maintain such a
discounted rate for a small group
of customers. The BCUC directs
a five-year rate phase-out to bring
rates to the same level as rates for
other residential customers.
The existing rate structures
for many commercial rate classes
were found to be too complex
and difficult for customers to
understand due to their multiple
pricing tiers. The new rate design
approved in this decision is much
simpler because the different
parts of the rate are priced at a
flat rate rather than a tiered rate.
The BCUC denied a request
from an intervener group for
special low-income rates because
it does not have legal jurisdiction
to create a rate specific to lowincome customers. However,
the BCUC approved a number
of measures that will benefit
low-income and other customers

including reducing the minimum
reconnection charge from $125 to
$30 for customers who have been
disconnected or require service;
directing that BC Hydro develop
a crisis assistance pilot program
for customers who are unable
to pay their electricity bills; and
directing BC Hydro to create
and work with a low-income
advisory committee to develop
measures that may assist lowincome customers.

Rate design is the way
customer rates are structured
including the terms and conditions
for service. For example, for BC
Hydro’s residential rate, the
structure is a three-part rate: a
fixed daily charge and a two-tier
energy charge where energy is
charged at a lower rate until a
certain threshold, after which a
higher rate is charged. The rate
is designed in tiers to promote
conservation.

Jim “Pin”
Hicks

The Hicks family is
saddened to announce that
Jim “Pin” Hicks passed away
suddenly at his home above
Silverton, BC on January 31st,
2017 at the age of 82 years.
Jim was a man filled with
inappropriate jokes, a solid
handshake and a gentlemen’s
soul. He always had a cold
beer in the fridge and a burger
ready for the barbeque for his
friends and family. Jim was born June 20th 1934 and grew
up in Slocan, BC with his seven siblings spending his entire
life living in the Slocan Valley, either in Slocan, Silverton or
New Denver. His love of operating heavy equipment and the
forest industry began at an early age when he would spend
his time after-school at the Hicks Brother’s Sawmill in Slocan
leveling the sawdust pile. He retired from Slocan Forest
Products as a logging superintendent respected for his care
of his contractors and his practical knowledge of the bush.
Jim spent many years in the hockey rinks, curling rinks and
on the baseball fields of the Kootenays as a player, coach
and umpire. Jim was a Kinsmen and also spent many hours
as a member of the many work-bees and organizations that
support our communities. Although his retirement years were
not spent as he dreamed after the early loss of his wife Evelyn
in 1997, he continued to be found on the golf course in New
Denver, likely with Andy, Pat and Dick, or enjoying ‘happy
hour’ with his many Snowbird friends. Jim proudly held the
self-claimed role of ‘Mayor of Hicksville.’ His passion in life
was his 5 boys, 13 grandchildren and ever-growing number of
great-grandchildren. He will be greatly missed by his family
and friends
Jim is survived by sons Jim Jr. and Laurie (Debbie) of
New Denver and Todd (Prue) of Revelstoke; grandchildren
Jason, Robyn, Meghan, Crystal, Nicole, Paige, Chad, Mike,
Darrin, Derek, Lachlan, Callum, Everett; siblings Muriel
“Minn” (Sutherland), Bill, and Marlene (Allard) as well as
numerous nieces and nephews and their families. He was
predeceased by his parents Wilbert “Buck” and Susan “Tibby”
Hicks, siblings Alan, Donald, Barb and Beth, his loving wife
of 42 years Evelyn (nee Erickson) and sons Brad and Gord.
At Dad’s (Papa’s) request, there will be no formal service held
in his honour. His family will continue to host many barbeques
with overcooked burgers and golf tournaments in his memory.
In lieu of flowers donations can be made to the Slocan
Lake Golf Club in memory of Jim. The Hicks family would
like to thank the community that he was so proud to be part
of for their support during this difficult time.
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Columbia Basin Trust program helps strengthen environmental well-being
submitted
Forty-nine projects with a
combined total of $1.07 million
were approved for funding in
2016 from Columbia Basin Trust’s
Environment Grants program. The
projects address one or more of the
program’s four goals: Ecosystems,

Climate, Water and Environmental
Education.
Projects in this area are:
• Summit Lake Western
Toad Project: to reduce highway
mortality of the blue-listed western
toad at Summit Lake; Jakob Dulisse
Consulting.

• Fish-Bear Lakes Western
Toad Conservation: research,
conservation, and community
education at Fish and Bear lakes to
help reduce western toad highway
mortality; Valhalla Wilderness
Society.
• Kootenay Bank Swallow
Survey: develop a citizen science
monitoring and education program
to gather baseline abundance
estimates for the bank swallow,
train volunteers to monitor bank
swallow colonies, raise awareness
of declining insect-eating birds, and
provide stewardship information
to landowners with bank swallows
nesting on their properties. (Also
includes Castlegar, Trail and
Waneta.)

• Kootenay Lake Stewardship
Project: public education, citizenbased stewardship projects, and
restoration of wetland and riparian
areas in the Kootenay Lake; Friends
of Kootenay Lake Stewardship
Society.
• North Kootenay Lake Water
Monitoring Project: increase
regional understanding of how small
and medium-sized watersheds are
projected to behave in a changing
climate by monitoring stream
hydrometric stations, snow sites,
and climate stations in the North
Kootenay Lake area; Kootenay
Centre for Forestry Alternatives.
Basin-wide projects are:
• Grizzly Bear Coexistence
Solutions: improve human-grizzly

bear coexistence in the Basin
by delivering community-based
education and providing practical
solutions, such as electric-fencing
for attractant management.
• Columbia Basin Wolverine
Research and Outreach: model
the population abundance of
wolverines to better understand
the effects of human disturbance
and land management activities
on wolverine density within the
Columbia Basin.
• Mainstreams Education
and Stewardship: deliver an
environmental education program
for both schools and the public
focusing on water science, macro
invertebrate ecology, and climate
change adaptation.

submitted
BC Forest Safety Ombudsman,
Roger Harris, released a report, Will
It Be There? A Report on Helicopter
Emergency Medical Services in
BC, about emergency medical
transportation services found in
rural BC and how it affects forestry
workers.
According to the findings of the
report “there are serious gaps in the
provision of emergency medical
transportation services to people
living and working in rural parts
of the province. This gap threatens
the safety of forestry workers – as
well as residents – who seemingly
have little or no guarantee that they
will have access to timely medical
transportation in the event of an
emergency.”
“The vast majority of timber
in BC is harvested by independent
timber harvesting contractors and
many of them, through necessity,
work hours from a paved road, let
alone a hospital, in BC’s remote
working forest,” said David Elstone,
Executive Director of the Truck
Loggers Association (TLA). Poor
weather, rough terrain and distance
are major obstacles to transporting
injured workers and they can

seriously impede the outcomes of
emergency response.
“We have a moral obligation
to ensure these men and women
have timely access to emergency
medical transportation services
when they need it most. Timber
harvesting contractors are the
economic backbone of BC rural
communities. Their workers and
their families should expect the same
level of medical evacuation service
that those living and working in
urban centres rely on,” said Elstone.
“Harris has put a spotlight on an
important safety issue both in the
woods and in our rural communities.
The report makes several useful
observations and recommendations.
I think the approach going forward
must be flexible and not attempt to
solve this problem with one solution
across the entire province. I want to
stress that the primary focus here
needs to be on what is best for the
injured worker. We need to close this
gap in the safety net.
“I thank Roger Harris for filling
an important role in helping to
seek continuous improvements in
safety for our forest industry. The
independence of his role as BC
Forest Safety Ombudsman allows

all stakeholders in the forest industry
– including independent timber
harvesting contractors – to have a
voice in industry safety.”

Gaps in emergency transportation
threaten forestry workers and rural communities

Elizabeth
Chernoff

September 1, 1928 –
January 17, 2017

It is with great sadness we announce
the passing of Elizabeth Chernoff.
Elizabeth was born in Kylemore,
Saskatchewan on September 1, 1928
to Eli William Chernenkoff and Polly
Gretchen Chernenkoff. Elizabeth had five older siblings: Nick, Mabel, George,
Mike and Ann.
Elizabeth came to B.C. in 1942 at the age of 14 and resided in Appledale. She
married Harry J. Chernoff on June 7, 1947 and together they raised 3 children:
Wayne, Elizabeth and Cary.
Elizabeth spent many years giving of herself to her family by marvelous
baking, cooking, and gardening. Elizabeth ensured that everyone in her family
had hand-made wool Baba blankets for all the memorable occasions from
newlyweds to births, and even some just because. For many years she gifted
her beautiful timeless crocheted doilies, small as coasters or large enough to
drape tables and beds.
Elizabeth enjoyed helping others and was a dedicated member of many
organizations: 15 years to Hospice, South Slocan Hospital Auxiliary, family
casket making, Slocan Valley Choir, Seniors Psalm singers, Nelson Ladies Choir,
USCC Cultural Interpretive Society – People Loving People, and was actively
involved in Castlewood with exercise programs. Elizabeth always found time
to visit her husband Harry who was under acute care service from 2008, and to
crochet and knit beautiful scarves and other items for gift giving, and even with
failing health, her last crocheted gift completed a few weeks ago.
Elizabeth enjoyed staying in touch with family and always looked forward
to receiving pictures of her 6 grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren….they
were her pride and joy.
Over the years, Elizabeth traveled to places such as Mexico, Germany, parts
of the US, USSR, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Ukraine, Georgia, right across Canada,
and two cruises to Alaska.
Elizabeth was predeceased by her mother Polly in 1954, infant daughter
in 1964, sister Mabel in 1967, brother George, father Eli in 1970, brother Nick
in 1994, sister Ann in 2006, brother Mike in 2011 and husband Harry of 67
years in 2014.
A service was held January 23, 2017 at the Appledale Community Hall.
Castlegar Funeral Chapel was in care of arrangements.
She will be greatly missed.

LEMON CREEK LODGE

We’ll be running Specials as well as the menu on Saturday,
Sunday, & Tuesday. Bring your sweetheart and listen to the
music by “Two for Trippen”
Saturday & Sunday Specials
Prime Rib Dinner $29 • Duck with a Cherry Port Sauce $28
Tuesday’s Specials
Surf & Turf $36 • Duck with a Cherry Port Sauce $28
For reservations and more info call 1-877-970-8090 or
250-355-2403

CUT & DYE
KOOTENAY STYLE
HAIR SALON

would like to thank you
for all your support over
the last 10 years and wish
you a happy and healthy new
year. All new clients welcomed.
Barb Horton, Slocan, BC 250-355-2418.

IH awards contracts
for withdrawal
management beds

submitted
Interior Health has signed contracts
with two companies to create 16
withdrawal management beds for
detox in three communities, including
Castlegar. They will be ready by March,
IH said.
Axis Family Resources Ltd. will
provide eight beds in Castlegar and four
in Williams Lake. The Bridge Youth and
Family Services will provide four beds
for youth in Kelowna.
“Withdrawal management beds
help individuals take the first necessary
step towards recovery,” said Health
Minister Terry Lake. “These beds
provide individual support to help
minimize the negative physical and
psychological effects of withdrawal
from alcohol and other drugs. It puts
them on the road to recovery, helping
new possibilities to become a reality.”
IH has committed to create 73 new
substance use treatment beds, including
57 support recovery beds. They’re also
part of the Province’s commitment
to add 500 additional substance use
spaces throughout British Columbia.
More than 300 new substance-use beds
have already been opened in the past
three years.
These beds and other services are
part of a range of measures supporting
the overdose crisis response. BC
is expanding access to life-saving
naloxone, supervised consumption
services, and opioid addiction treatment
medications and services, as well as
improving the effectiveness of addiction
treatment and access to appropriate
substance use supports.

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice,
Box 70 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Journalist and author Amy Goodman coming to Mir Lecture Series

submitted
Selkirk College’s Mir Centre
for Peace Lecture Series welcomes
award-winning alternative investigative
journalist Amy Goodman to Castlegar
this spring. Tickets for the Saturday,
April 8 event held at the Brilliant
Cultural Centre are on sale now.
Goodman is the host of Democracy
Now, an independent global news
program. She’s authored six books and
won numerous awards for her work
including the Gandhi Peace Award for
her contribution to the promotion of
international peace.
“Media can be the greatest force
for peace on Earth,” Goodman has said.
Hosting Goodman in the small West
Kootenay community is momentous,
says Cara-Lee Malange, coordinator for
the series at Selkirk College. Goodman is
a busy New York-based journalist whose
recent appearances include Standing
Rock to cover the Dakota Access
Pipeline protests and Washington for the
Women’s March. She is also currently
promoting her new book Democracy
Now!: Twenty Years Covering the
Movements Changing America, a New
York Times bestseller.
“Amy Goodman is one of the most
esteemed journalists on the planet,” says
Malange. “So the fact that she is able
to come here, particularly with what
is happening in the United States right
now, is quite a coup for our region as
well as quite remarkable timing. I also
recently heard from a friend that she
is an amazing live speaker: brilliant,

19

COMMUNITY

February 9, 2017 The Valley Voice

funny, and 100 per cent engaged with
her audience.”
This event is co-sponsored by
Kootenay Co-op Radio, CJLY 93.5 in
Nelson which hosts Goodman’s radio
show Democracy Now at 9 am on
weekdays. The independent grassroots
program airs on more than 1,400 public
television and radio stations worldwide.
Malange says Goodman will
highlight her recent experiences
and share stories about what it’s like
bringing alternative voices not heard in
mainstream media to life.
“It promises to be a very inspiring

and timely Mir Lecture,” she says.
Tickets are $25 for the general
public and $20 for students and seniors.
They are available at the Selkirk College
Castlegar campus bookstore, the Silver
King campus bookstore in Nelson,
and at Otter Books in Nelson by cash
or cheque only. A limited number of
tickets will also be for sale at the Selkirk
campuses in Nakusp, Kaslo, Trail and
Grand Forks. They will also be available
for purchase over the phone with a major
credit card by calling 250-365-1281.
The event begins at 7:30 pm. Be
there early to ensure a good seat.

Democracy Now host Amy Goodman will be speaking at the Mir Centre for Peace Lecture
series on April 8 at the Brilliant Cultural Centre in Castlegar.

In loving memory of our father

Rolph “Dell” Rock

“Life is an adventure. Let’s
make the best of it!”

We want to thank the community
for the ongoing love and support
while our father resided at Needles.

A brief ceremony will take place on
May 20, 11AM at the Needles cemetery
followed by a gathering at the Edgewood legion.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
FREE CD AND BOOKS - A Sound that
connects Heaven with Earth. eckankarbc.ca
FIREWOOD AUCTION to benefit the
Nakusp Secondary School Ski/ Board
team as they head to Whistler for the
Provincials in March. Sealed bids will
be accepted for the logging truckload of
fir/ larch firewood, until 5 pm on Friday,
February 24. Drop sealed bids at True North
Forestry, 119 Broadway Street, Nakusp or
email to h.watt@truenorthforestry.com.
Minimum bid: $800. Photos can be emailed
upon request. Buyer responsible for cost of
hauling wood from Nakusp to their location.
Thank you to Convergent Management
Group for the donated firewood.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ARE YOU AN ASPIRING
ENTREPRENEUR? If so, call
Community Futures to learn about the free
Business Plan workshop open to anyone!
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify
for the Self-Employment program where

you will receive ongoing business training
and coaching and usually financial support
while you start your business. To learn more
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
fiutures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or
expanding your own business? If so, call
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CARD OF THANKS

I AM HONOURED and grateful for all the
well wishes I have received in the past few
weeks. I feel that completing six years as the
Nelson Public Library Area H South Trustee
has brought me full circle. I have felt
privileged to represent Area H South. The
success in the evolution of library service in
our community, while recognizing myself,
must also recognize the others in the circle
that made it happen so a HUGE, HUGE
THANK YOU to (and apologies for any I
may have inadvertently missed):
• Past Area H Director Don Munro, my
original adviser of the process for making

CLASSIFIED ADS

a change.
• The partners who piloted the first Library
Outreach Service at Winlaw Elementary
School 2008/ 2009; School District #8
when Pat Dooley was Superintendent;
CBAL Slocan Valley then Coordinator
Chris Nichol; Nelson Public Library Chief
Librarian June Stockdale; RDCK Director
Area H Walter Popoff and all who used the
one year service. All partners continue to
have a stake in Library Service.
• The many who worked hard for a YES
vote in the 2010 Library referendum
including RDCK Director Area H Walter
Popoff for the service plan and bylaw which
includes the Castlegar and District Library
as a choice for Area H South residents, and
thank you to all the people of Area H South
who now can sign up with either Library
(free of charge).
• Librarian Margaret Tessman, who brings
the well-established monthly Nelson Public
Library Service to Passmore Lodge every
third Wednesday of the month 1:00 pm to
5:00 pm. The Heritage Credit Union for
partnering with NP Library as a book drop
and book delivery service. All the people
who work at the Library and Credit Union.

• CBAL Community Literacy Coordinator
Slocan Valley Penny Tees for hosting a
celebration of my service and Library
Service to Area H South during the January
Library Outreach at Passmore Lodge…
thank you Penny. I am grateful to have
received the CBAL Community Literacy
Award Slocan Valley (icing on the cake).
A sweet full circle.
“Libraries are vital; their worth cannot be
measured in books alone.” (Angela Clarke)
Thank you so much,
Sharon Block

COMING EVENTS

UP CLOSE AND INTIMATE ~ Back
by popular demand. Sold out last season!
Exceptional events right here at home in
the Slocan Valley. February 18, Le Cabaret
Intime, with Laura and Paul Landsberg •
March 11, Breakwater with Jeff Faragher •
April 1, Bessie Wapp, In Her Own Words
~ Original local theatre. All three for only
$50! Vallican Whole Community Centre,
3762 Slocan South Rd. FB/TheWhole
STORYTELLING WITH LIVE MUSIC
BY FREYA, at Passmore Lodge, Sunday
February 12, 1-3pm. Celebrate the lives
and culture of Slocan Valley elders with

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

ADVERTISING

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

• BICYCLE

LARRY’S REPAIR

513 PARK AVE., SLOCAN
(formerly SLOCAN AUTO)

250-355-2632
We do automotive from A - Z

It’s winter, time to service your snow
blower - Ken Hart can help
8845 Hwy 31 • Shutty Bench • 250-353-2800

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

ENVIRONMENT
info

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST
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stories of creative aging from the new book,
Growing Home: The Legacy of Kootenay
Elders. Author Lee Reid will host this
fundraiser for the Slocan Food Bank, and
the seniors from her five valley stories
will be guests. Photograph presentation
with work of Rod Currie. Contact Lee:
250-352-3870.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT:
Saturday, February 18 at 6:30pm sharp
at the Slocan Legion Hall, 502 Harold St.
$30 Buy-in. Tickets at Mountain Valley
Station in Slocan or phone 250-355-2672
to reserve. BC Gaming rules will apply.
The Legion welcomes members & guests.
WE’RE TALKING ABOUT LOVE!
Sunday, February 12, WIDE SPOT asks
“Who and what do you love? How do you
show it?” Village Hearth Restaurant, New
Denver. Doors open at 3:45 for free child
care (Youth Centre); discussion begins at
4 pm; simple dinner (kids invited) at 5:15.
Music by Freya; discussion facilitated by
Therese DesCamp. No cost. Wide Spot is a
gift to the community from the Turner Zion
United Church.
Personal Classifieds start at $8.00

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

CLEANING

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca
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COMING EVENTS

FAMILY NIGHTS OUT at Lucerne
School. February 14 Valentine’s
activities. Cooking: Chinese dumplings
and chocolates, crafts, stories, literacy
games and gym. Other nights are Monday,
February 20 and February 27. 4:30-7pm,
includes dinner. Mark your calendar. For
info call Julia 2745 or Lila 7766. Sponsored
by CBAL.

EDUCATION

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR iPAD
Wednesdays February 22 - March 15 at
the Learning Centre in Slocan 10:0012:00. Bring your iPad to this free program
offered by the Columbia Basin Alliance
for Literacy. Call Penny to register 250226-7605.

FOR RENT

ONE BEDROOM CABIN for rent.
$450.00 utilities not included. #2 -420
Alexander Rd, Nakusp, BC. Info: 250265-1247.
MOUNTAIN COTTAGE ABOVE
SLOCAN LAKE available this winter/
spring. For more info: (short terms only)
call/text Monika 250-231-2174. Visit
website www.slocanlakemountaincottage.
com
ONE-BEDROOM suitable for a single
person, $600 + utilities, in New Denver.
A three bedroom in Hills, $900 + utilities.
Tenants will be strictly screened. kaytrin@
netidea.com
H O M E E X C H A N G E / R E N TA L
WANTED: My SUNNY 3-bedroom in
Tucson adjacent to Saguaro for week in
March. Your place for a week in June/July.
Can provide local references! Contact:
oneil.aviva@gmail.com

Business Classifieds
start at $10.00

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals.
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
SNOW THROWER FOR SALE:
Craftsman model #944.524690. 9.5 HP
27” Two stage power propelled. $500 OBO
in New Denver. Please call 604-788-4363.

FOUND

GREY & ORANGE SWEATSHIRT
FOUND (children’s size) at the Valley
Voice office on Merchants’ Night. Drop by
to claim. 250-358-7218.

HEALTH

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD
JOURNEY: Monday morning 9-10:15 and
Thursday afternoon 4-5:15. Honour your
body by reducing stress, building strength,
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come
and share mindfulness and the exultation
of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai
massage for $50. Experience an ancient
physiotherapy method for body/mind
wellness. Available by appointment in the
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/
SWEDISH RELAXATION MASSAGE
& REIKI hands-on-healing with Agnes.
Special intro 1.5-hour massage-$40. 29
years experience. Reiki classes. Agnes
Toews-Andrews 250-355-2848 www.
isismoonpublishing.com

HELP WANTED

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS:
BURTON HISTORIC PARK AND
CAMPGROUND Campground Operating
Contract. The Burton Historic Campground
& Park operating contract is up for renewal.

CLASSIFIED ADS

The Burton Community Association (BCA)
will be awarding a new contract for the
coming two camp years of January 2017
to December 2018 with the option of two
one-year extensions. The campground
and park is a community asset that serves
local residents and visitors alike. Located
in Burton, the campground is surrounded
by beach/ lake on three sides and has
many amenities. The operator will be
responsible for running and maintaining
the campground and park. The operator
will also participate in the continuing
development of the facility with the
BCA. To obtain instructions for proposal
submissions or to learn more, please send
your request to the following email: bca@
burtoncity.ca. This opportunity to submit
proposals expires at midnight February
10, 2017

PETS

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE –
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area
and river swims. Call now to book your
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
IS YOUR DOG WELL BEHAVED?
Would you like your dog to listen to you?
Does a relaxed on-leash walk appeal to
you? For more information, visit www.
proudofmydog.ca
Even small ads get noticed in
the Valley Voice

REAL ESTATE

21

TURN KEY 4 bed/2 ba house on 2 acres
above Silverton. MUST SELL, BUYERS
open to offers! Contact Kiara Lynch at Fair
Realty 250-777-1292.

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
February 17,
2017

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR DRUGS becoming
a major problem in your life? AA, NA and
ALANON meetings happen in the area.
For information on AA meetings contact in
New Denver: 358-7158; Nakusp 265-4216;
Kaslo 353-2658; South Slocan 226-7705;
Playmor Junction 359-7310. For on NA
meetings contact in New Denver 358-7265.
For information on ALANON meetings
contact in New Denver 358-7904. If you
don’t get through when you call, please try
another number.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning
for death and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Nakusp Redi-Mix

serving the Kootenays since 1973

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVE WEATHERHEAD
250-265-4311 (ph)
nakuspredimix@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

www.manciaconstruction.ca

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Leaf Cabinetry

mobile

BONDED Journeyman carpenter • Licenced
(Canadian) Sub-contractor • Licenced (US) Contractor.

Darrell A. Olsen
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

250-358-7721

K&A

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMINUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE.
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS
GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Box 595 Nakusp, BC
Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0		
Phone: 250-265-4621
email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations
of Wood Burning Appliances
WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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REAL ESTATE

WANTED TO BUY: small house in
downtown Nakusp. 2 bedroom, concrete
foundation. Reasonably priced. Call 250550-9593 or smileysmith60@gmail.com

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

Red Cross Babysitting: Wed Mar 8,
9am-4pm, $52, Passmore Hall.
Emergency First Aid for Youth: Wed
Mar 8, 8:30am-4:30pm, $105. Crescent
Valley Hall.

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.BC.CA
SERVICES

DI’S ESTHETICS: Full Service Salon
from manicures and pedicures to facials
and lash tinting, and everything in between!
Winter Prep Special – 15% off all services.
Refer a friend and get 10% off your next
service, your friend will get an additional
10% off their first booking, too! Visit Di’s
Esthetics Facebook page for full menu,
prices, etc. Call for appointments: 250226-7318.
SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows,
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high

performing windows by Gentek. We also
have lots of wood and metal doors in
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus,
Bell, Xplornet - any dish or antenna; home
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James,
250-226-7236 (w), 250-505-8392 (c).
LANDLORDS: FORGET THE
HASSLE. Peace of Mind Rental
Management will screen applicants, collect
the rent, inspect at regular intervals, answer
tenants’ emergency calls, and arrange for
repairs. 15 years of experience as landlords
of three properties. Put our knowledge to
work for you! 358 area only. 250-358-2119
or kaytrin@netidea.com.

WANTED

SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS GUILD
welcomes donations of fabric, yarn, notions
and equipment to be sold at Yard & Yardage,
annual fundraiser, Sunday, April 30. Call
Lynnda 355-2267, Brenda 355-2659 or
Sharon 226-7703 for pick-up now.
Business Classifieds start at $10.00
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

CLASSIFIED ADS

Free workshops:

The Valley Voice February 9, 2017

Arts, culture and heritage grant writing
submitted
Want to learn more about how to
apply for arts, culture and heritage
grants delivered by the Columbia
Kootenay Cultural Alliance?
Attend a free workshop with Krista
Patterson or Natasha Smith, who
will share with you how to apply and
what to expect from the application
process.
Individuals working in all
artistic disciplines as well as arts,
culture and heritage organizations
residing in the Columbia Basin are
invited to attend the workshops. The
Columbia Basin Trust’s arts, culture
and heritage grants are managed and
administered by CKCA.
The Trust proudly supports
initiatives and projects that highlight

Basin culture and heritage, and
for 2017/18, the Arts, Culture and
Heritage program allocation is
$751,000.
Workshops are free but preregistration is required.
Silverton: Friday, Feb. 17, 10
am to noon in the Fire Hall meeting
room, located behind the Silverton
Gallery; hosted by the Slocan Lake
Gallery Society.
Castlegar: Saturday, Feb. 18, 10
am to noon in the Kootenay Room,
Castlegar Rec Centre, hosted by the
Castlegar & District Arts Council.
Nelson: Thursday, Feb. 23, 1-3
pm in the Chamber of Commerce
meeting room, 91 Baker St; hosted
by the Nelson & District Arts
Council.

Online workshops are on Thurs.
Feb. 9, 6-8 pm or Thurs. Feb. 23,
9-11 am.
To r e g i s t e r, e m a i l
wkracassistant@telus.net or call
1-250-505-5505; toll free 1-877505-7355. More information,
funding policies and program
application forms are available
online at www.basinculture.com, or
from local community arts councils.

ESTHETICS

DI’S
ESTHETICS

FULL SERVICE
SALON
WINLAW
250-226-7318

Open Thurs - Sun

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM
WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Bill Lander
Realtor®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley
for the 14th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson,
Kaslo & Trail

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

REAL ESTATE
Christina Harder
Realtor®

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

Open Thursday Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Closed Sunday Wednesday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

GIFTS

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax
www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

COMMUNITY
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Caribou recovery funding welcomed by environmental groups
by Jan McMurray
Wildsight and Conservation
Northwest welcomed Premier
Christy Clark’s February 1
announcement of $27 million for
a comprehensive caribou recovery
program.
“The caribou program has been

short on funds over the last couple
of years, so this should give us a
chance to deal with some of the
key issues,” said John Bergenske
of Wildsight in an interview.
Both Wildsight and
Conservation Northwest participate
in the Mountain Caribou Recovery

Progress Board, made up of
stakeholders from industry, hunting
and environmental groups. The
Progress Board has been critical
of funding shortfalls that have
limited recovery efforts. “Efforts
to date have failed to stop the
decline in caribou numbers across

submitted
Building on its BC success,
the Cedric Literary Awards writing
competition for unpublished writers
over the age of 50 is expanding
its horizon in 2017 to Alberta,
Saskatchewan and the Yukon.
Starting February 1, writers
of fiction, creative non-fiction and
poetry are encouraged to submit their
manuscripts for the competition’s
third year.
“Our plan has always been to open
this opportunity to all unpublished
Canadian writers over 50,” awards
founder Peter Dale says. “This year
we are including English and Frenchspeaking writers from three additional
provinces and will continue our
expansion to the rest of Canada by
2020.”

The founders of The Cedric
Literary Awards believe strongly that
encouraging mature emerging writers
empowers them to come out of social
isolation and gives them a platform
to showcase their writing as part of a
juried competition.
“In addition to awarding $3,000
to the winner in each category,
we also award a prize of the same
value to a First Nations writer,” says
executive director Veronica Osborn.
“Beyond that, we believe the value
of having a manuscript reviewed by
a selection panel made up of some
of Canada’s best writers and poets is
an opportunity few mature emerging
writers would have were it not for
the Cedrics.”
Since 2015, more than 300 writers
from across BC have taken part in this

first-in-Canada competition. Among
them is 2016 non-fiction winner Beth
Hawkes, of Salt Spring Island, who
says “Receiving a Cedric Literary
Award has encouraged me to share
my words more freely with others,
to deepen my exploration of the art
and craft of writing, and to continue
contributing to the world I live in.”
The deadline for submissions is
May 1, 2017. The Cedric Literary
Awards support the most underserved and under-recognized segment
of our population, those who did not
have the time and energy to develop
their talent while raising families and
working.
Interested writers are encouraged
to visit the Awards’ website at www.
thecedrics.ca to review the 2017
competition guidelines.

submitted
Central 1 Credit Union says
it is pleased that the Government
of British Columbia has decided
to retain the current tax rate on
credit unions for one year while
consulting further on the matter.
The pause is subject to approval
from the legislative assembly.
The province had planned to
phase out a small business tax
rate on credit unions and increase
it incrementally over the next
four years. The lower tax rate
was put in place in recognition
of the fact that credit unions,
as BC’s cooperatively-owned
financial sector, are in a unique

position to reinvest capital back
into the provincial economy, as
well as support initiatives in local
communities. For the past three
years BC credit unions have been
advocating for a continuation of the
existing tax rate.
“We deeply appreciate the
minister’s decision to defer the
tax increase,” said Don Wright,
President and CEO of Central 1.
“This announcement demonstrates
that the province understands the
importance of credit unions and
their impact in the communities
where they operate.”
A competitive tax environment
allows credit unions to reinvest in

a diverse provincial economy by
creating quality, head-office jobs
across the province, providing more
financial support for community
projects and making more local
lending decisions to help small
businesses and individuals.
Even with the preferential tax
advantage for credit unions fully
phased out, credit unions would
still pay approximately 40 per cent
less in total tax than they did in
2001. Since 2001, the government
eliminated the corporation capital
tax, which applied to credit unions,
and federal and BC corporate
income tax rates have been reduced
significantly.

submitted
Local employers are teaming
up with Selkirk College for the
Career and Education Fair in March.
The aim is to connect with people
eager to find employment, students
wanting to chart a course for
future education and employment
counsellors seeking up-to-date
career information.
This free annual event benefits
all participants, says Selkirk
recruitment specialist Amy Byers.

“Selkirk College is committed to
providing pathways to meaningful
employment and sometimes that
means bringing the employer
straight to the students and job
seekers,” she says. “Our employer
exhibitors find the Career Fair a
valuable venue to recruit to their
organization or business.”
This year’s event takes place
on March 7 from 11 am until 4
pm at the Castlegar campus and
there is still time to sign up to

participate as an exhibitor. This
year’s list of employers is varied
and includes the Academy of Classic
Oriental Science, BC Timber Sales,
Tea Garden Wellness, Kokanee
Mountain Zipline and the Provincial
Health Services Authority (PHSA)
to name just a few.
Anyone interested in becoming
an exhibitor at the Career &
Education Fair should contact Amy
Byers at 1-888-953-1133 ext. 11396
or by email at abyers@selkirk.ca.

submitted
To align with BC’s changing
curriculum and its commitment to
student choice, the SD8 Kootenay
Lake Board of Education has
amended its policy in order
to streamline and simplify
student transfer and registration
processes.
Students are welcome to
register in their catchment area
schools at any time. Transfer
requests from students who do not

live in a school’s catchment area
may be submitted anytime until
March 31. Requests received after
that date will not be considered
until after September 8. This will
ensure that schools are able to
attend to the needs of in-catchment
and currently registered students
before welcoming additional outof-catchment area students.
SD 8 encourages parents
of students who will attend
Kindergarten in the 2017-2018

school year to register as early as
possible. Students who wish to
register at their neighbourhood
(catchment area) school, but who
currently attend an independent
school or other non-SD8 Kootenay
Lake program, are encouraged to
register as soon as possible.
For more information, please
visit www.sd8.bc.ca News &
Highlights 2017-2018 Student
Registrations and Transfers, or
contact your catchment school.

Over 50? Never published? This competition is for you!

the province. The situation is pretty
drastic,” said Bergenske.
He says the main issue is clearly
habitat fragmentation. “Caribou
habitat is so heavily fragmented,
and that’s put them in a very
stressful situation over time so
they are much more susceptible to
predation.”
Bergenske says the Progress
Board is focused on making sure
that the existing habitat protection
is maintained, and additional
protection is put in place.
Wildsight and its partner groups
launched a lawsuit against the
federal government in 2010 for
failing to map and protect critical
habitat. The environmental groups
won the case, and as a result,
the federal government is now
coming out with critical habitat
designations. “Our focus is to
make sure the federal government
thoroughly follows up and increases
habitat protections that they are
legally bound to move on, due to
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the Species at Risk Act,” he said.
With the co-operation of the BC
Snowmobile Federation, the group
has recently met with ministers
and asked for increased fines for
motorized recreation in caribou
habitat, “because there have been
significant violations,” Bergenske
said.
The Progress Board is hoping
that some of the funding will go
towards a captive breeding program,
so additional animals can be slowly
introduced into the smaller herds.
In short, the board has called
for the Province to make use of all
available tools to ensure successful
recovery of caribou populations:
excluding logging and road building
from critical habitat, restrictions on
commercial and public motorized
recreation, a captive breeding
program to supplement southern
herds on the verge of extirpation,
targeted predator-prey control
measures and maternal penning to
increase calf survival.

Credit unions welcome decision to delay tax increase

Selkirk College Career and Education Fair
makes employment connection

School District #8 invites registration for 2017/18

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

KASLO COMMUNITY PHARMACY
New Denver Community Pharmacy
serving all your health & wellness needs

Did you know that if you have been prescribed at least 5 medications in the last 6
months you qualify for a publicly funded Medication Review? At no charge to you,
this service benefits BC residents with a valid BC Services Card and can help you
better understand your medications; why, how and when is best to take them.
Please come in and ask Eric Sollid, our new staff Pharmacist,
how you can benefit from this one on one private consultation
funded by the Province.
We are delighted to welcome Eric to our pharmacy practice.
Eric has been a pharmacist for 22 years having graduated
from UBC (Pharmacy) in 1994. He has worked in Kamloops
and Vernon before settling in Nelson with his wife Allison and
2 children.
Eric, Ward, and Joyce are here to help you with a variety of
clinical pharmacy services, such as the Medication review and more!

403 Front Street • Kaslo • 250-353-2224
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The Alzheimer Society of BC asks residents to be #InItForAlz
submitted
Friends, families and members
of the West Kootenay communities
all experience the personal and social
impact of dementia. It’s not just their
disease. It’s ours too.
That’s why the Alzheimer
Society of BC is asking residents to
be #InItForAlz and show support for
people affected by the disease in the

community.
“It’s about making dementia not just
someone else’s problem but everyone’s
concern. Dementia should be a cause
that we can all rally around because we
embrace people living with the disease,”
says Julie Leffelaar, the society’s
Support and Education Coordinator for
the West Kootenay region.
Dementia doesn’t discriminate and

can affect anyone. That’s why actor
and writer Jill Daum is getting behind
#InItForAlz. Her husband, John Mann
of ‘Spirit of the West,’ was diagnosed
with young-onset dementia in 2014.
“This is a cause that’s close to my
heart and I’m proud to lend my support
to the campaign,” she says. “John felt
that there was a stigma attached to it
and he wanted to be able to be honest,
open and not feel any shame around
his diagnosis. We need to get over our
uneasiness about dementia and start

to recognize and talk about it more
openly.”
Visit alzheimerbc.org to learn about
the Alzheimer Society of BC’s support
services in the area and make a donation
to help people in the province who are
living with the disease. You can also
use the hashtag #InItForAlz to spread
the word that “it’s not just their disease.
It’s ours too.”
Dementia is an umbrella term
for a set of symptoms that are caused
by disorders affecting the brain.

Symptoms may include memory loss
and difficulties with thinking, problemsolving or language, severe enough to
reduce a person’s ability to perform
everyday activities. A person with
dementia may also experience changes
in mood or behaviour.
Dementia is not a specific disease
but can include Alzheimer’s disease,
vascular dementia, Lewy body disease,
frontotemporal dementia and others.
These conditions can have similar and
overlapping symptoms.

submitted
The Slocan Wetland Assessment
and Monitoring Project (SWAMP)
has completed a report on speciesat-risk in the Slocan watershed. The
report describes the occurrence of 47
species-at-risk that have been found
through a literature search as well
as two years of SWAMP field work.
An additional 11 species have been
identified as having a high potential
to occur here.
The BC Conservation Data
Centre has only 20 species listed in
its database for this area.
This report shows that more field
work, beyond the 154 locations that
have been visited, is needed and will
probably uncover more threatened
species. Wendy Castellanos, a student
at Selkirk College, is investigating
several methods of identifying
the location of more wetlands.
Preliminary results indicate the
potential for 345 wetlands over 0.3
hectares in size exist in the Slocan
watershed.
Since wetlands often contain
several assemblages of vegetation
and the associated ecosystems, the

potential to identify more speciesat-risk is high. SWAMP plans to
continue mapping and classifying
wetlands in the Slocan watershed.
Anyone interested in learning
more about the wetland mapping
project can find a wealth of

information about these rich and
productive ecosystems in our own
back yard at www.slocanswamp.
org. Along with all SWAMP reports,
the full Species-at-Risk in the Slocan
Watershed report can be downloaded
at https://slocanswamp.org/.

submitted
A documentary film that
explores society’s narrow definition
of masculinity is screening Saturday,
February 18 at the Arrow Lakes
Theatre at 7 pm.
The Mask You Live In follows
boys and young men as they

struggle to stay true to themselves
while negotiating society’s narrow
definition of masculinity. Written,
produced and directed by Jennifer
Siebel Newsom, the film premiered
at Sundance Film Festival in 2015.
This film is in theatres only, and
we are very lucky to have it come to
Nakusp. It is a must see for all young
people, and the adults in their lives.
We are offering free popcorn and a
drink, and gas cards will be available
at the theatre the day of the event for
those who have to travel more than
30 kilometres.
After the screening, there will be
a community discussion (optional
attendance) led by Tim Payne and
Bob Ruttenberg.
The documentary presents the
personal narratives of young boys
and men, and features experts in
neuroscience, psychology, sociology,
sports, education, and media, further
exploring how gender stereotypes
are interconnected with race, class,
and circumstance. The Mask You
Live In ultimately illustrates how
we, as a society, can raise a healthier
generation of boys and young men.
“Just as our culture has harmed
women and girls, so too are we
harming our boys, which has led
to a ‘boy crisis’ in America,” said
Newsom. “Our intention is that this

Species-at-risk in the Slocan watershed

A report on the Slocan watershed describes the occurence of 47 species-at-risk.

The Mask You Live In screens in Nakusp

film sparks a national conversation
around masculinity and helps our
boys overcome limiting stereotypes,
encouraging them to stay true to
themselves.”
Newsom’s first film Miss
Representation premiered at the
2011 Sundance Film Festival,
and exposed the ways in which
mainstream media contributes to
the underrepresentation of women
in positions of power and influence.
In response to overwhelming public
demand for ongoing education
and social action in support of the
film’s message, Newsom founded
the organization that has become
The Representation Project a few
months later.
Using film as a catalyst for
cultural transformation, The
Representation Project inspires
individuals and communities to
challenge and overcome limiting
stereotypes so that everyone,
regardless of gender, race, class, age,
sexual orientation or circumstance
can fulfill their human potential.
Take the pledge and join The
Representation Project’s movement
at www.therepresentationproject.
org.
Contact Carlee Hughes for more
information: carlee.hughes@aslcs.
com or 250-265-3674 ext.205.

