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by Jan McMurray
Denver Skey, the 18-year-old 

Mt. Sentinel Secondary School 
student who pled guilty to uttering 
threats in June 2016, was sentenced 
to three months in custody and three 
years probation in Nelson court on 
January 10. As he has served the 
equivalent of five months and 21 
days since June 23 last year, he will 
do no more time in custody.

During the sentencing hearing, 
Justice Seagram outlined the facts 
of the case. On June 20 last year, 
Skey, a member of the 2016 grad 
class, made motions of firing a 
handgun and a rifle at students 
from the top of the bleachers at 
a grad rehearsal. Two students 
noticed, and one of them went to 
the principal. When Skey was called 
to the office, he told the principal it 
was a celebratory gunfire salute to 
the class. Due to continued concern 
from the student, the principal called 
Skey into the office again on June 
23, when Skey’s remarks led to a 
call to the police. The police took 
him to the hospital in Nelson to be 
assessed under the Mental Health 
Act. During his interview with Dr. 
Sparrow at the Nelson hospital, Skey 
committed the second offence when 
he gave details indicating that he 
had thought carefully about how he 
would carry out the shooting at the 
grad ceremony.

According to Ken Wyllie, Skey’s 
counsel, Skey was then “swept into 
the criminal justice system in a very 
profound way.” He was taken to the 
psychiatric ward in Trail, then the 
psychiatric ward in Port Coquitlam 
(where he witnessed a stabbing), 
and then the Kamloops Regional 
Correction Centre. For about four 
weeks of this time, Skey was not able 
to have contact with his family or his 
legal counsel. At his bail hearing in 
October, he was released on a house 
arrest order, which continued until 
the January 10 sentencing hearing. 
Wyllie described the house arrest 
order as “very restrictive.”

Mt. Sentinel student sentenced after uttering threats and disrupting grad
Skey’s mental health was 

assessed by three professionals 
during his incarceration. Although 
there was no diagnosis of a major 
mental disorder, Skey experienced 
anxiety and depression, and social 
isolation. He was harassed to the 
point of bullying, and was having 
suicidal thoughts by the time grad 
came along.

Justice Seagram said the 
aggravating factors in the case were 
the degree of specificity in Skey’s 
second threat, and the significant 
impact of the incident. The school 
was evacuated, the graduation 
ceremony was postponed, and 
some grad activities were cancelled. 
Principal Glenn Campbell estimated 
the cost to the school to be $13,000. 
In Victim Impact Statements given 
in August, the principal and five 
students talk about the extreme 
stress, trauma, and fear the incident 
has caused them.

The mitigating factors were 
Skey’s guilty plea, low risk of 
re-offending, clean record, and 
willingness to attend counselling. 
“Mr. Skey is clearly remorseful and 
has apologized in a letter submitted 
to the court,” said Justice Seagram. 
He noted that Skey had already 
suffered significant consequences.

Justice Seagram also commented 
on Wyllie’s suggestion that the impact 
of the incident was unnecessarily 
fuelled by overreaction by the police, 
the media, and the school. He said 
that schools are often a target of 
shooting in this day and age, mostly 
in the US, but also in Canada. “The 
authorities cannot be criticized if 
they err on the side of caution,” he 
said.

Several conditions were placed 
on Skey’s probation, including 
a t t end ing  any  counse l l ing , 
psychological or psychiatric 
assessments ordered by the probation 
officer; not possessing or residing in 
a place with weapons or ammunition; 
having no contact with the current 
or last year’s students or staff at 

MSSS unless under controlled 
circumstances for the purpose of 
apologizing; not being within 100 

metres of the school property; and 
not playing any electronic, first-
person, violent combat games. 

Ancillary orders included two $200 
fines, a DNA order, and a weapons 
prohibition order for 10 years.

by Jan McMurray
Stephanie Whitney, appointed 

chief of the Winlaw Fire Department 
at the RDCK board meeting on 
January 19, is the first female fire 
chief in the RDCK.

Whitney started off  as a 
firefighter and worked her way up 
through the ranks to lieutenant, 
captain, assistant chief, “and now 
here I am,” she says.

“Being the first female chief in 
the RDCK is an honour and I hope 
it inspires other women to join their 
local firehall,” said Chief Whitney. 

Winlaw Fire Chief Stephanie Whitney 
first female chief in the RDCK 

“It’s a great way to serve your 
community, learn new skills, and 
make lasting friendships.

Whitney believes we’ll be seeing 
more and more women fire chiefs in 
the near future. “It’s great to see that 
gender is becoming less of an issue 
when it comes to firefighting,” she 
said. Although she’s not certain, she 
thinks she may be the third female 
fire chief in the province.

Whitney says she will continue 
striving to make the Winlaw 
department a “professional” 
volunteer fire department. She plans 

to carry on with the education 
programs at the local schools, and 
would like to see more education on 
firesmarting private properties. The 
‘Be Seen’ campaign will continue 
this year, educating people to wear 
high visibility clothing and carry a 
flashlight while walking at night.

“We’ve got a great membership 
right now,” she says. “I am so 
grateful to the firefighters who 
encourage me, and would like to 
thank Regional Chief Bellerby 
and Deputy Chief Siegler for their 
pledges of support.”

Stephanie Whitney is the first female fire chief in the RDCK. Here, she and her fellow firefighter, Jayden Fehr, are at the Kamloops training centre.
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Village of 
New Denver

PUBLIC NOTICES
2017 UTILITY BILLINGS

Invoices for 2017 water and garbage charges have been mailed 
to property owners.  Payments can be made in person at the 
Village Office (cash, cheque or debit) or through Kootenay 
Savings Credit Union’s online banking.  

Please note that a 5% penalty will be applied to all amounts 
that have not been paid by February 15th of each year, and 
an additional 5% penalty will be applied to all amounts that 
remain unpaid at October 1st of every year.

DOG LICENCE RENEWAL REMINDER
Dog owners in the Village of New Denver are reminded that 
all dogs residing in the Village of New Denver are required to 
have a current dog licence, which can be obtained from the 
Village Office.  In accordance with the Village of New Denver’s 
Animal Control Bylaw, residents of New Denver are reminded 
that there is a $15.00 discount on the licence fees, if the li-
cence for the current year is purchased prior to January 31st 
or within 30 days of the date that the owner first comes into 
possession of the dog.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
With funding assistance from the BC Rural Dividend Program, 
the Village of New Denver is working with Silverton, Slocan and 
Area H and staff from EDCD Consulting on the development 
of an economic development strategy and implementation 
plan for the Slocan Valley.   For further implementation, please 
contact Rebecca Sargent, Community Liaison for the project, 
at the Village Office.   

Village of New Denver
PO Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
115 Slocan Avenue
250-358-2316
office@newdenver.ca
www.newdenver.ca

by Jan McMurray
About 70 people came out to see 

Kaslo Search and Rescue’s skookum 
new rescue boat at the grand unveiling 
celebration on December 10.

It’s not just a regular boat. It’s 
what’s called a landing boat, and 
only two other SARs in the province 
have one.

“When were doing our research 
before buying, two other teams we 
got hold of recommended we get 
a landing boat. It’s not much more 
expensive than a regular boat, and it’s 
so much more versatile,” explained 
Stefan Lettrari, Kaslo SAR president.

The landing boat has a large 
space in the front that can hold a lot 
of equipment that might be needed 
in a rescue – even an ATV. With the 
press of a button, a ramp descends in 
front for easy loading and unloading.

Kaslo SAR proud of new rescue boat
“It’s so much easier to pull people 

out of the water than hauling them 
over the side of the boat,” Lettrari 
said.

The boat has twin 100 horsepower 
engines, and a heated cab with 
four seats and equipped with life 
jackets, oxygen, and other emergency 
response essentials.

The Thunderjet boat, purchased 
through Jones Boys Boats “was 
custom built for us,” says Lettrari. It 
cost $183,000 with the equipment, 
not including the many in-kind 
contributions.

This was a huge project for the 
Kaslo team, taking hundreds of hours 
of fundraising and grant writing, 
research, and dealing with logistics. 
“We have more than 20 members 
now, and lots of great energy on our 
team,” says Lettrari. “It was a good 
time to do it.”

The society first started thinking 
about buying a rescue boat when 
the crew was dealing with the tragic 
Johnson’s Landing slide in July 
2012. “One of the hardest things 
was access to the community,” said 
Lettrari. “It was very expensive 
flying helicopters, and they couldn’t 
fly at night so it was time consuming 
as well as expensive.”

Don Hunt, treasurer of the 
society, added that the crew gets 

calls on the lake about six times a 
year, and inevitably they are at night, 
in bad weather. Up to now, the crew 
has been using their own personal 
boats on these calls.

Kaslo SAR covers one of the 
biggest areas of 80 teams in the 
province, from Balfour to the 

headwaters of Kootenay Lake at 
Gerrard, and Duncan Lake. They 
have a trailer, so the boat can easily 
be moved to where it’s needed. The 
society has purchased a slip at the 
Kaslo Boat Club marina, and hopes 
to raise enough money to build a 
boathouse this spring. This winter, 

the boat is moored in a boathouse 
at the marina on a temporary basis.

The society also does road rescue 
and has Jaws of Life equipment. 
Along with the boat, the society owns 
a truck and a command trailer. About 
half of their calls are motor vehicle 
accidents.

Isn’t she a beauty? Kaslo Search & Rescue volunteers proudly show her off at the Grand Revealing of the new Kaslo Search & Rescue boat on December 10.

by Jan McMurray
Three boats and a boathouse in 

Kaslo Bay Marina sank on January 9.
A spokesperson from the 

provincial government reports that 
the Kootenay Boundary Region Land 
Authorizations office was notified 
that the boat in boathouse F was 
sinking. It sank fairly quickly, and the 
Coast Guard was called immediately 
to help assess the situation. Before 
anyone could do anything about 
the sunken boat, the situation 
worsened due to heavy snow loads 
and boathouse F collapsed on top of 
the sunken boat and two other boats.

The Province contacted the 
Coast Guard and the Environmental 
Protection Branch, and worked 
with local companies to remove the 
sunken boathouse and retrieve the 
sunken boats. As of January 23, the 
situation had been remedied.

Earlier this winter, on December 
22, the Province had three boats 
removed from boathouse B, as it was 
sinking due to the snow load on the 
roof. It didn’t sink, but the Province 
erected signs asking people to keep 
out as an emergency safety measure, 
and continues to keep boats out.

Kaslo Bay Marina reverted to the 

Crown in July 2016, when the Land 
Act lease held by Turiff Investments 
Ltd. to operate and manage the 
marina was cancelled.

At that point, users of the marina 
were advised that use of the marina 
was not being maintained, that they 
were using the marina at their own 
risk, and that the Crown was not 
responsible for personal injury, loss 
or damage to vessels, equipment 
or contents. The Province had an 
assessment of the facility done, 
which determined that portions of 
the marina are unsafe. Plans are 
underway to remove the open slips, 
as well as the old bait/ tackle shop in 
early April 2017. There are no plans 
to remove any of the boathouses.

The Province is currently 
working with two of the upland 
owners surrounding the marina to 
secure Land Act tenures over two of 
the boathouses, known as boathouse 
A and boathouse B. Boathouse B 
is under application for a Land Act 
tenure for use as a strata-moorage. 
The remaining boathouses front 
an upland property which is under 
foreclosure and is for sale under 
court order. The Crown hopes that 
once the land is sold, the Province 
can work with the new owners to 
establish a tenure over the remaining 
improvements.

A letter was sent to users of the 
marina advising that boats moored on 
the open slip dock must be removed 
by February 28, 2017 to facilitate the 
plan for removal of the open slips 
and bait/tackle shop. The letter also 
served as notice to users of related 
boathouses that they would no longer 
have access due to the removal of 
the open slip dock and bait/tackle 
shop. The letter further advised users 
of boathouse B to have their boats 
removed by February 28, 2017 to 
facilitate the tenure process.

Three boats and a boathouse sink in Kaslo Bay Marina

In loving memory of 
Eva Mott

Eva passed away peacefully on 
December 19 and has gone to join Bill. 
Her life here on earth is over. Thank you 
Mom/ Grandma/ Great Grandma for all 
you taught us and all your caring over the 
years. Thanks to everyone for all the love 
and support over the last few months of 
her journey on earth.

E v a  w a s  b o r n  i n  F u s i l i e r , 
Saskatchewan, December 21, 1926. She 
was predeceased by her two brothers, Herb 
and Conrad along with sister Esther. Life 
on the prairies was tough with no running 

water or electricity. The family moved to Alix, Alberta in 1941, so the children could 
further their high school education. Eva went off to University of Alberta nursing 
school in Edmonton, where she graduated in 1948. She moved to New Denver, BC 
in 1950 and there she met and married Bill Mott in 1951. She worked in the doctor’s 
office when she first came to New Denver, and also nursed at the hospital. Their 
daughters, Barbara and Nancy, were born in New Denver, and then the family moved to 
Estevan, Saskatchewan, where Jeff was born. In 1987, Bill and Eva retired and moved 
back to New Denver. Eva was very active at Turner Memorial United Church in New 
Denver and helped at Silverton Zion United Church when possible. Just recently, Eva 
presented the Mott coloured window from Turner Memorial Church to the Silverton 
Zion United Church. It is much appreciated and a wonderful memory of the Mott 
family. Dedicated to the Ladies Auxiliaries at both churches, Eva was always willing 
to make sandwiches, cake and coffee and help out however she could. Bill and Eva 
had eight grandchildren and ten great grandchildren, who were all very dear to them.

As per her request, no funeral service will be held. A scattering of her and Bill’s 
ashes will be performed by the family at a later date.
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by Katrine Campbell
Not only was it a bad year for bears, 

now hungry bobcats are turning up 
looking for easy pickings. There have 
been numerous incidents in and around 
New Denver, Hills and Red Mountain.

“Bobcats primarily predate on small 
mammals and birds. They are not usually 
a concern or threat to human safety,” 
says Conservation Officer Sgt. Cynthia 
Mann. “Our advice to the public is to 
secure chickens and other fowl in pens or 
coops at night. Keep small pets indoors 
at night as well. If one is encountered, 
the public is advised to back away and 
leave the animal alone.

“The public should call the RAPP 
line 1-877-952-7277, if there is concern 
regarding bobcat sightings.”

Henning von Krogh, who lives on 
5th Ave near Carpenter Creek, lost six 
chickens just after Christmas.

“Around 10:20 am we went out 
and saw a bobcat leave the coop, and 
there were six dead chickens. It’s the 
first time in 35 years,” he said. Later 
that afternoon he and wife Judith saw 
it again, several times. They called the 
Conservation Officer Service and were 
told someone was on the way to Nakusp 
and would stop by, “but he got tied up 
with a cougar.”

Mann was unable to find a record of 
that call, however. 

“We have checked our reports and 
it does not look like we received any 
calls about a bobcat in New Denver in 

Bears are asleep, bobcats take over in north Slocan Valley
December through the RAPP line.”

Then von Krogh’s neighbour, Burgin 
Jacobs, had an even more harrowing 
encounter. At dusk on December 28, her 
cat came flying through the cat door with 
another feline right on her tail. Both went 
under the dining room table “and had a 
fight with lots of yowls and hissing.” Her 
cat managed to escape through a small 
slot into the entrance way, with only a 
few minor scratches.

“By then I could see it was a bobcat. 
I opened the door; it backed itself into a 
corner, yowled at me like it was going 
to tear me apart and then it decided to 
leave,” she said. “It strutted out until 
it saw the open door and then made a 
dash for it.”

That wasn’t the end of the encounter, 

though. The bobcat approached the cat 
door again, and Jacobs chased it away; 
later, she saw it waiting at the other 
cat door and chased it by banging on a 
bucket. Then she went out to block the 
door into her woodshed and the cat was 
perched on the woodpile, watching the 
cat door.

Jacobs described the wild cat as a 
“beautiful, beautiful animal and very 
vocal” and said it wasn’t a weakling or 
shaggy-looking.

“If someone wants to kill it because 
it’s eating chickens, I’ll pay for the 
chickens,” she said.

A request for other sightings that 
went out on the Facebook community 
bulletin board got a lot of response. Judi 
Gardiner said a couple on Red Mountain 
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Rd had had bobcats at their place in 
the past. 

Lorna Visser reported one skulking 
around Hills; Wanda Palmer spotted a 
mother and two kittens at her home in 
Rosebery last fall. One around the Bosun 
Ranch killed a couple of chickens.

Bob Fuhrer saw one crossing the 
highway near Enterprise Creek a month 
ago. In the same area, Hoot Owl Perry’s 
encounter hit closer to home.

“On Boxing Day night a bobcat 
snatched our cat off the windowsill 
outside. We did not see it happen, but 
the tracks and blood in the snow told 
the story. Moral: keep your cats inside 
this winter.” 

Two more sightings came from 
Hills. Shawna Swan-Martin spotted a 
“healthy, well-fed” cat the morning of 
January 19 running up the bank from 
the highway, while Erika Hepperle saw 
one on her deck, and admits “I always 
thought Forrest was making up stories 
about the big kitty…”

Marsh Garrick Rice reports on the 
night of January 8 “a bobcat crossed 
Union Street [Hwy 6] right in front of our 
car, heading towards Odin’s Pub. I went 
back soon after to look at the tracks and 
the bobcat seems to have been exploring 
the area west of Union and had returned 
– apparently ‘empty-handed’ – the same 
way s/he had come.”

A bobcat checks out Miranda Hughes’ coop.

by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp Community Forest 

(NACFOR) has begun logging at 
Summit Lake once again.

The development has been hotly 
contested, as Summit Lake is home of 
the western toad, a species of special 
concern. Last summer, NACFOR 
cancelled its logging plans after 
concerned citizens observed toads in 
the proposed cutblocks and alerted the 
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural 
Resource Operations (FLNRO). Last 

NACFOR recommences Summit Lake logging
winter, the company’s road building 
activities were cut short when protesters 
blockaded the logging road.

When logging plans were cancelled 
last summer, Jim Guido of FLNRO 
told the Valley Voice that NACFOR 
would likely do the Summit Lake 
logging this winter. An ‘Operational 
Update November 2016’ posted on 
NACFOR’s website states that the 
company plans to harvest all seven 
cutblocks at Summit Lake this winter – a 
volume of approximately 10,000 cubic 

metres of wood. Research done on the 
Summit Lake western toads with support 
from NACFOR indicates that winter 
harvesting on snow pack is the best 
scenario for the toads, as it minimizes 
ground disturbance.

A FLNRO spokesperson reports 
that a draft management strategy for the 
western toad at Summit lake is being 
reviewed and will be finalized very 
soon. “NACFOR has been made aware 
of these management strategies and 
will incorporate that guidance into their 
operations,” he said. “When completed, 
the management strategies document 
will be communicated more widely.”

The operational update on 
NACFOR’s website states that all 
seven blocks, ranging in size from 4.1 
hectares to 9.4 hectares, will be clearcut 
with wildlife tree retention areas. The 
three lower cutblocks include “dispersed 
toad habitat micro-reserves” to protect 
important habitat features for the toads. 
These features are used by adult toads as 
day roost sites as well as overwintering 
sites. All the assessments that NACFOR 
has completed on the Summit Lake 
harvesting area are also outlined in the 
operational update, including terrain 
stability, hydrology, visual impact, 
archeological overview, riparian, and 
wildlife. Five “key reference/research 
documents” on the western toad are 
available on NACFOR’s website, as 
well.

Darlene Oman of the Forest Practices 
Board reports that the investigation 
into a complaint filed by the Valhalla 
Wilderness Society is expected to be 
completed by April or May. VWS 
requested an investigation into whether 
knowingly killing the toads would 
violate BC wildlife laws.

by Art Joyce
Thanks to Kootenay Co-op Radio 

(KCR), the Kootenay Music Awards 
will return this March. The community 
radio station has decided to take on the 
production of the event after it skipped 
last year, says Outreach Coordinator 
Stephanie Myers. Submissions opened 
January 16 for all original works from the 
Kootenay Mountain Region, extending 
from Fernie to Revelstoke and all 
points in between. “KCR has been the 
beneficiary but this is our first time 
coordinating the whole thing,” she 
says. “The winners will be heavily 
promoted on the station, have a featured 
performance at one of the local festivals, 
and possibly the chance to record in a 
professional studio.”

Artists are to submit via email 
accompanied by a SoundCloud link 
for the nominated song for seven of the 
eight awards. The award categories are 
Artist of the Year, Album of the Year, 
Best Breakthrough Artist, Best Folk/
Roots/Country Act, Best Rock/Punk/
Metal Act, Best Electronic Producer and 
Song of the Year. The eighth award, for 
Best Music Video, should be submitted 

via a Facebook or YouTube link. The 
submission should include the artist’s 
or band’s name, address, image for 
Facebook promotion, phone number and 
the category they wish to be judged in. 
Material released between May 2015 and 
February 2017 is eligible. The deadline 
for submissions is Sunday, February 
12. The major change this year will be 
allowing online voters only one vote each 
after the artist submission deadline has 
passed. Fans of artists will be able to vote 
at the KMA website once it’s launched. 

Myers says the 2017 judge’s panel 
has yet to be selected. Past judges 
have included music festival producers 
Christine Hunter from Shambhala 
and Lea Belcourt from Starbelly Jam; 
Nelson live music venue managers Ryan 
Martin and Paul Hinrichs (currently 
Executive Director of Kaslo Jazz Fest); 
and Kootenay Co-op Radio program 
manager Jay Hannley. 

Past winners have included bassist 
Jesse Lee of Rafferty Funksmith (Artist 
of the Year 2015) and The Burn Ins 
(Best New Artist 2015). The email 
address for award submissions is 
kootenaymusicawards@gmail.com.

Kootenay Music Awards return this March
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430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
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Come in for Sunday Suppers, Burger Mondays, Pasta Wednesdays 
& Wing Night Thursdays – all starting at 5:00 pm

‘Gender fluidity 
issues’: call for 
supporters shouldn’t 
have been printed

With respect to the recently 
published letter titled ‘Gender fluidity 
issues’ in the January 12, 2017 issue, I 
felt that it was important to address what 
happens when letters such as these are 
published in a community paper which 
purports to value different viewpoints 
and freedom of the press. One cannot 
argue the importance of upholding such a 
position, yet it must not be at the expense 
of citizens’ right to express ourselves 
without fear; in fact, we want to create a 
community which encourages us to be 
who we are. I think it is disrespectful and 
irresponsible to print Mr. Shaw’s call for 
supporters who question the validity of 
gender expression outside of the binary. 
This rallying cry smacks of hate and the 
Valley Voice has become complicit.

Laura Kearnes
Nelson

Not at the expense of 
the marginalized

It’s a confusing time in politics. 
Many leaders and movements are 
usurping seemingly contrarian ideas 
to further their own agendas. It tends 
to play out with the bait of protecting 
a vulnerable group such as Trump’s 
call to ‘defend the workers’ but is 
quickly coupled towards an attack on 
a secondary minority group such as 
‘deport the Mexicans.’ The Dutch Party 
for Freedom advocates ‘protecting gay 
rights’ but it advocates doing so by 
attacking Islamic communities; UKIP 
promises to defend the British National 
Health Service by denying safe haven 
to refugees. 

Genuine concerns for protecting 
people don’t come at the expense of 
attacking other marginalized groups. 
Kevin Shaw’s letter (‘Gender fluidity 
issues’, Valley Voice, January 12) seems 
to be along the same lines. 

At points, reading it was a funny 

case of agreeing with someone as they 
are trying to point out something they 
think is wrong. “…flings the door wide 
open to literally an infinite number 
of possible gender identities” sounds 
fantastic! A queer plot to undermine 
western civilization as we know it! Well, 
sign me up! 

Maybe if the author spent a bit less 
time watching dodgy YouTube videos 
he might realize that trans folks are in 
the community, just trying to get on with 
their lives and deserving of the same 
respect as everyone else around here.

Sean Breathnach
New Denver

Re: Kevin Shaw’s 
letter to the editor, 
‘Gender fluidity 
issues’ in the January 
12 Valley Voice

Kevin Shaw, you are entitled to 
your opinion but you do not have 
the right to ignore the established 
science to compare being transsexual 
to thinking you’re a cat, or to distort 
the efforts made in schools to help 
transsexual children by accusing teachers 
of “indoctrinating” students “to engage 
in LGBTQ activism.” 

Even worse, you quote a discredited, 
mentally ill man as an authority on the 
subject.

Walt Heyer is not a transsexual, as 
you claim. He suffers from dissociative 
identity disorder, commonly known as 
multiple personality disorder, and admits 
he was misdiagnosed as transsexual. The 
statistics you quote, Kevin, come not 
from reality but from Heyer’s unstable 
mind. He writes for The Federalist, 
described by Media Matters as “a web 
magazine for anti-LGBT conservatives.”

The American  Col lege  of 
Pediatricians, which you also use 
as a source, is not an organization 
representing the profession, but a tiny, 
500-member socially conservative 
advocacy group “with traditional Judeo-
Christian values.” It has been described 
by the Southern Poverty Law Center 

as a “hate group,” with “a history of 
propagating damaging falsehoods about 
LGBT people.” Your assertion, based 
on their propaganda, that “most gender-
confused children eventually accept 
their biological sex after passing through 
puberty” is also made up from thin air.

If you want to believe all this 
nonsense, fill your boots. Just don’t use 
them to trample the truth. 

Katrine Campbell
New Denver

Happy to have 
the Voice

Happy New Year, Jan and Dan! 
As I sit here and read my Valley Voice, 
I suddenly realize how lucky I am to 
have this free, delivered to my mailbox 
local newspaper. Just wanted to let you 
both know how much we appreciate 
all of your hard work and dedication as 
you dig up and very eloquently present 
us with the happenings of our far flung 
communities from the south Slocan 
to North Kootenay Lake. Driving our 
crazy back roads in the dark and snow to 
attend our council meetings, community 
events, controversial meetings or local 
celebrations. Do your readers know that 
you personally deliver the paper door to 
door to local businesses and post offices 
every two week through all kinds of 
weather and road conditions?

Jan always takes the time to chat 
and, in her friendly, unassuming way, 
connects to better know and understand 

what they report. And when you ask Jan, 
“What’s new?” She stops and thinks and 
inevitably comes up with something 
relevant and worthy of a few minutes 
out of a busy day.

Have you ever taken a drive to New 
Denver on a Sunday and peeked into the 
Valley Voice office? Inevitably either Jan 
or Dan are there working to make sure all 
is ready to go on time. They both work so 
hard to make sure the news that matters 
gets to us every two weeks.

Dedicated, smart, hard working, 
dependable, friendly and humble are 
all words to describe these two key 
members of our Kootenay community.

So, I hope that people realize how 
important the Voice really is to us 
all and remember to support the two 
individuals who make it happen. This 
support may be given by businesses 
through advertising regularly or by 
individuals taking out a voluntary yearly 
subscription. I had totally forgotten 
about the possibility of contributing as a 
grateful reader. Did you know that you 
can send them a donation of $10 to $30 
or whatever you like for a whole year for 
our only real local news source? Why 
should it be free?! Think about it.

Marlaina Blanche
Kaslo

Kaslo Library 
tax proposal

Happy New Year. May our 
government and the people enjoy continued on page 5

a successful year of a growing 
economy in all parts of BC.

My New Year’s wish is that 
Donald Trump adopts the West 
Kootenay and provides us with 
leadership in our infrastructure 
and leads our governments to 
deregulation, lower taxes, and 
practical environmental laws.

We are having a real problem 
locally with our regional government. 
My criticism is about the system and 
not the people operating it. They 
have chosen the counter petition, 
otherwise known as the ‘alternative 
approval process’ method. Kaslo 
Library wants more operating money 
and have chosen to take it from our 
taxpayers.

A trip from Meadow Creek to 
Kaslo Library is 80 km or 1 1/2 
hours over dangerous Highway 31. 
They know a regular democratic 
referendum would fail because 
their service is impractical for us. 
A counter petition method is a back 
door way to ensure they win. 

The Lardeau Valley and Kaslo 
are separate communities with 
different wants and priorities. Having 
our area pay for their special interests 
cripples us from financing our own 
community services. I know Kaslo 
citizens would not want to pay 
for our community centre or our 
mosquito control.
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continued from page 5

Kaslo household solar 
system well worth it

A little over a year ago one of your 
readers, a retired engineer from Nelson, 
denigrated installation of household 
solar systems in the Kootenays. Well, 
a year later we can report back that the 
evidence is in to refute the claims made 
by that engineer. In 2016, between 
mid-February and mid-October, our 
household resupplied FortisBC with 
81% of the electricity they sold us, and 
even in the depths of winter between 
mid-October to mid-February we were 
still able to offset 10.1% of our grid 
purchases with our own solar production.

Having persuaded the BC Utilities 
Commission to keep what FortisBC pays 
their enrolled net metering customers 
for net excess generation at retail rate, 
I am now focusing my energies on 
encouraging FortisBC and the BCUC 
to set hard targets for FortisBC to 
achieve in their Long Term Resource 
Plan. Currently FortisBC sells 65% 
of its electricity in the Okanagan, but 
has 100% of its generating capacity in 
the Kootenays, between Nelson and 
Castlegar.

In 2015/16, the Drake Landing Solar 
PV District Energy project in Okotoks, 
Alberta produced 100% of the 52-house 
subdivision’s space heating and 60% of 
the hot water needs through solar storage 
and capture. At $60 per month for home 
heating, that is now cheaper than the 
$110 per month that I pay for wood heat 
fuel delivery. Further, in a recent business 
news article, it was noted that “...[t]
he U.S. Energy Department’s National 
Renewable Energy Lab expects [solar] 
costs of about $1.20 a watt now declining 
to $1 by 2020 ( https://www.bloomberg.
com/news/articles/2017-01-03/for-
cheapest-power-on-earth-look-skyward-
as-coal-falls-to-solar ).

If FortisBC were to undertake some 
long-term renewable energy projects in 
the Okanagan, they could address the 
long held perception that its Kootenay 
customers are subsidizing transmission 
of energy to the Okanagan as part of 
their basic charge to be hooked up to the 
FortisBC grid.

Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

The Ktunaxa’s Jumbo 
case

Since the Jumbo Resort was 
initially proposed, the Ktunaxa First 
Nation, within whose land claim the 
Jumbo Valley and Farnham Valley 
lie, have been unfailingly opposed 

Gender identity a 
human right

Kevin, there is only one thing in 
your letter that is correct. The suicide 
rates for people who are transgender 
are among the highest in Canada. So 
are the rates of trans people being the 
victims of violence. In fact, I would say 
that spending your time writing a letter 
attacking a population of people that 
doesn’t fit into the binary gender roles 
is violent and contributes to the rising 
suicide rates.

Kevin, please take the time to learn 
about this subject from reliable sources. 

I know that the majority of people in our 
community want to support and respect 
all genders. Here is a short gender 101 
for folks who want to be respectful. For 
many people, the terms “gender” and 
“sex” are used interchangeably, and 
thus incorrectly. This idea has become 
so common, particularly in western 
societies, that it is rarely questioned. We 
are born, assigned a sex, and sent out into 
the world. For many people, this is cause 
for little, if any dissonance. Yet biological 
sex and gender are different; gender is 
not inherently nor solely connected to 
one’s physical anatomy.

‘Biological Gender’ (sex) includes 
physical attributes such as external 
genitalia, sex chromosomes, gonads, 
sex hormones, and internal reproductive 
structures. At birth, it is used to assign 
sex, that is, to identify individuals as 
male or female. 

‘Gender’ on the other hand is far 
more complicated. It is the complex 
interrelationship between an individual’s 
sex (gender biology); one’s internal 
sense of self as male, female, both or 
neither (gender identity); as well as one’s 
outward presentations and behaviours 
(gender expression) related to that 
perception, including their gender role. 
Together, the intersection of these three 
dimensions produces one’s authentic 
sense of gender, both in how people 
experience their own gender as well 
as how others perceive it. https://www.
genderspectrum.org

When it comes to gender, always 
use the term preferred by the individual. 
Trying to change a person’s gender 
identity is no more successful than trying 
to change a person’s sexual orientation 
– it doesn’t work. So most transgender 
people seek to bring their bodies more 
into alignment with their gender identity. 
http://www.glaad.org/transgender, 

Chloe Sage
Winlaw

Survey ‘mydemocracy’ 
has “Objection your 
honour!” written all 
over it

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s u r v e y 
‘mydemocracy’ arrived to Canadian 
households just before the holidays 
with a deadline of the end of December. 
This deadline was quietly extended 
by a couple of weeks without public 
awareness. In the intervening two weeks, 
cabinet was shuffled, and the minister 
responsible was replaced, one hopes 
for the better. At the beginning of her 
mandate, the former minister, Maryam 
Monsef, had been gushing all over the 
need to update our electoral system. 
That is until the multilateral committee 
on electoral reform, after months of work 
and extensive consultations, delivered 
a substantive report recommending 
proportional representation. At this point, 
Monsef belatedly tried to push the train 
onto a different track with the skewed 
‘mydemocracy’ survey with questions 
so leading as to be offensive.

So many of the questions have 
an “even if” clause added to play 
devil’s advocate to the main proposition. 

The script seems to be lifted from a 
bad movie, where in a courtroom, 
counsel jumps up shouting “Objection 
your honour – leading question!” at 
which point the justice concurs, saying 
“Sustained” and to strike the offending 
question from the record, but, alas, the 
opposing counsel has scored a point.

Much was being made by the 
former minister about Canadians’ lack of 
interest. So that must be why she sent the 
survey just before Christmas, that busiest 
time of year? The journalist Chantal 
Hebert was on national TV saying that 
she had a look at the survey yet opted 
not to send it due to the leading nature of 
the questions. Could one argue this most 
distinguished political commentator is 
disengaged? 

What is the new Minister, Karina 
Gould, to do with this survey? I say 
ignore it. It is tainted data. Tainted data is 
arguably worse that no data. She should 
rather look at the report of the committee, 
look at expert opinions. Heck, she should 
look south of the border!

The American election was won 
with a first-past-the-post system. Hillary 
Clinton garnered the most votes yet she 
still lost the election. The much Trump-
eted policy of the new administration 
is to reverse policies (universal health 
insurance) put in place by the Obama 
administration. Here in Canada, we see 
the same phenomenon: we too have a 
winner-take-all electoral system. Here 
too we witnessed the current Liberal 
government spending much of the 
first year in power reversing practices 
put in place by Stephen Harper, itself 
reversing previous Liberal governments’ 
decisions. First-past-the-post makes for 
polarizing politics. Swinging wildly 
between one position and the opposite 
is not particularly conducive to progress 
in a nation. It wastes money, it wastes 
time. People suffer and get poorer, 
businesses leave for greener pastures, 
the environment gets abused by the gold 
rush mentality to extract as much as 
possible as soon as possible... all while 
parties figure out their power struggles. 
A form of proportional representation 
would ensconce a more collaborative, 
less polarized government. Less power 
oriented, more results oriented.

Daniela Gadotti
Beasley

This letter is a formal request 
for your help. Please delete the 
counter petition method for rural 
governments to finance permanent 
tax funded services for special 
interest groups. It is fraudulent, 
immoral and unethical to force our 
taxpayers to fund unwanted services 
for special interest groups. This is 
not good government locally or 
provincially.

Larry Greenlaw
Meadow Creek

to the development proposal.
Our Jumbo and Farnham areas 

are the Ktunaxa’s Qat’muk – a 
place of vast spiritual significance 
– the place where the grizzly bear 
goes to pray. The Grizzly Bear 
Spirit is a unique and indispensable 
source of collective, as well as 
individual, guidance, strength and 
protection, and a necessary part of 
many Ktunaxa spiritual practices 
and beliefs. Qat’muk’s spiritual 
importance is deeply connected 
to the biological significance of 
living grizzly bears – now, and into 
the future. Qat’muk is also vital to 
the local wildlife population and 
biodiversity and must be protected, 
the Ktunaxa emphatically state.

Last month, representatives of 
the Ktunaxa nation presented their 
case to the Supreme Court of Canada 
in Ottawa, saying the proposed resort 
complex in the Upper Jumbo Valley 
and the Upper Farnham Valley would 
violate their freedom of religion 
as guaranteed under the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

That same petition was dismissed 
by the BC Supreme Court in April 
2014. The Ktunaxa appealed that, 
but in August 2015, the BC Court 
of Appeals upheld the initial ruling 
prompting the Ktunaxa to take the 
case to the highest possible level in 
Canada.

A spokesperson for the Ktunaxa 
First Nation, Katherine Teneese, said, 
“We think that the question that was 
before them is really challenging. 
It’s probably the first time that any 
First Nation has brought forward the 
question of Charter protection along 
with a Section 35 Constitutional 
protection. The case is in many ways 
precedent setting.”

Ms. Teneese said the Nation 
is hopeful that they’ll be able to, 
at least, “raise the bar. It has been 
interesting and somewhat frustrating 
in that the court system simply is 
not geared to deal with some of the 
issues that we’re trying to bring 
forward.”

This long-running legal battle 
is another step closer to resolution. 
Just how long a judgement will take 
is not yet clear but the rulings in the 
cases’ two previous hearings took 
several months.

Rowena Eloise, Argenta
for the West Kootenay 

Coalition for Jumbo Wild

Lemon Creek Fuel 
Spill: Telus on trial, too

With the trial over the 2013 fuel spill into 
Lemon Creek set to resume any week now, 
public scrutiny will again focus on the incident 
and its aftermath. Unfortunately, that’s largely 
missing the point: it’s what occurred in the 
moments before the spill that should resonate 
most with Slocan Valley residents; specifically, 
the fuel truck driver’s inability to make a 
simple cell phone call when he realized he was 
heading up a narrowing, perilous dirt track.

By all accounts that would have prevented 
the episode entirely – the driver being apprised 
that he was on the wrong road. But it’s often 
convenient to ignore the obvious, and in this 
case the lack of cell phone coverage along 
a populated, commercial highway corridor 
resulted in 33,000 litres of jet fuel entering 
Lemon Creek.

The defendants in the lawsuit are the 
Executive Flight Centre, which employed the 
driver, the driver himself, and the provincial 
government. That’s all fine and dandy, but 
make no mistake: in the court of public 
opinion, Telus is on trial, too.

In 2011, Telus signed an agreement 
with the Province to connect more than 
1,700 kilometres of unconnected highways 
with wireless service by the end of 2016. 
Highway 6, which crosses Lemon Creek 
between Crescent Valley and Slocan City, 
is included in that contract. The Connecting 
British Columbia Agreement (CBCA) is 
lengthy and bureaucratic, but clearly Telus 
and the Province have failed to live up to their 
commitments.

This despite numerous entreaties from 
civic authorities and emergency services 
to get the cell service up and running, 
including: a petition forwarded by Slocan 
City council asking Telus and the Ministry of 
Transportation to provide the village with cell 
phone service; public acknowledgement by the 
RCMP that their communications activities 
during the search for a Slocan shooting suspect 
were hampered by the lack of cell coverage.

It’s a fact that more than half of all 911 
calls are currently made from cell phones – a 
vital tool in emergency response and public 
safety. Premier Christy Clark is all for free 
Wi-Fi at BC ferry terminals, including in 
the Kootenays, but silently condones foot-
dragging when it comes to the CBCA and 
residents’ security.

Unfortunately, Telus has a business case 
for not being in a hurry as well. When the idea 
of cell coverage in the lower Slocan Valley was 
broached several years ago, leftist protestors 
immediately threw their arms in the air, 
declaiming the prospect of ‘unsightly’ towers 
and electromagnetic fallout. Folly, yes, but the 
vocal minority was enough to prompt Telus to 
put its plans on hold, and little has changed.

There’s something else at play, too. 
Experience has taught Telus that when 
cell towers go up, conventional land-lines 
come down: why pay $50 a month for basic 
desktop coverage when a decent cell phone 
package can be had for half that? When Telus 
brought wireless coverage to New Denver and 
Silverton, you could have built a berm with the 
number of plug-in phones that were discarded.

Lo and behold, before long the same 
protestors that wept when that cell tower 
went up were signing up for cell plans; you 
can’t walk a block in New Denver these days 
without hearing a chirping phone.

And Telus? Well, maybe it will take 
a de facto turn in a Nelson courtroom to 
finally get the company moving again on its 
West Kootenay commitments. Community 
focused businesses like Telus are quick to 
tout ‘corporate social responsibility,’ and 
what better way to walk the talk than saving 
people’s lives?

The Province, for its part – equally 
culpable and co-signatory to the Connecting 
British Columbia Agreement – is a defendant 
in the Lemon Creek case and will formally 
take the stand. The Clark government’s silence 
on Slocan public safety and security is about 
to end: Crown prosecutors and a judge will 
see to that.

The court will demand that cell phones 
be muted, but the volume on the issue is set 
to rise substantially.

Chris Dawson
Winlaw
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Wishes only the best for our regional community in 2017!
The Valley Voice is still going strong, thanks to you! Very big thanks to our readers, 

advertisers, contributors, subscribers and voluntary subscribers.
We ask for your continued support in 2017:

• Consider a voluntary subscription – a contribution towards our cost of delivering the Valley 
Voice to your mailbox. Suggested amount is $10 - $30.

Send to: Valley Voice, Box 70, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
• Tell our advertisers that you saw their ad in the Valley Voice.

• Advertise with us.
• Keep submitting those letters and articles.

Proud to be producing an independently and locally owned regional community newspaper 
in the West Kootenay!

New hours starting in February

Open Friday and Saturday evenings 
5 - 8 pm

Open Sundays for brunch only 
10 am - 2 pm

The Village Hearth is a 
project of the Healthy 
Community Society of 
the North Slocan Valley

February 
is Locals’ 

Month!

by Katrine Campbell
• Council received two requests 

from the Silvery Slocan Historical 
Society regarding the museum building. 
Councillor von Krogh excused himself, 
as he is on the board of the society. 
The first request was for a professional 
structural assessment of the old Bank 
of Montreal building. The society will 
apply to Columbia Basin Trust for 
$4,000 towards the cost. Village staff 
estimated the study would cost between 
$6,000 and $8,000. The society will 
contribute $1,000, leaving the Village to 
make up the balance of $1,000 - $3,000. 

The building has been well 
maintained, but there are some roof 
leaks and issues with the flooring and 
foundation, the society said. 

The second request was for 
permission to upgrade the washroom; 
the society has applied for a $2,000 

New Denver council, January 10: Structural assessment and washroom upgrades for museum building
community development grant from the 
RDCK. The upgrades would include a 
new, taller toilet, a drop-down baby 
change table, and paint. Council agreed 
to have Public Works staff assist with 
the toilet and change table installation. 

• Council “declined to engage in 
a [service-wide] Alternate Approval 
Process for the consideration of local 
government taxation in support of 
PALS.” The Nakusp-based volunteer 
organization, which serves the area from 
Edgewood to Trout Lake to Enterprise 
Creek, sought stable funding of $15,000 
per year to carry out its mission of 
providing food, shelter and medical care 
to homeless pets. The cost would have 
been .012¢ per $1,000 of assessed value 
(or $1.20 per $100,000.)

Although they said ‘no’, it was a 
hard decision as all four in attendance 
are dog lovers and agree animal welfare 

is important. 
“If we say ‘yes’,” asked Councillor 

Nadine Raynolds, “how can we choose 
which non-profits get funding [in the 
future]? I’d like to see it as a budget 
conversation, or in a Committee of the 
Whole meeting.” 

• The Village will apply to CBT 
for funding to cover half of its 10% 
contribution to the Strategic Wildfire 
Prevention Initiative Operational 
Fuel Treatment project. The total 
cost is $430,000; the Union of BC 
Municipalities pays 90%, or $387,000, 
leaving the Village’s share at $43,000. A 
CBT grant would reduce this to $21,500. 

• Council received a letter from the 
BC Deputy Minister of Education re: its 
review of rural education practices and 
funding, asking for input. Councillor 
Raynolds offered to draft a reply. Mayor 
Bunka suggested she do it personally 
instead of for council, and CAO Bruce 
Woodbury said the more people who 
respond to the request, the better, rather 
than sending just one letter from council.

• Mayor Bunka attended Maker Day 
at Nakusp Secondary, as part of a panel 
with Nakusp Mayor Karen Hamling, 
Fire Chief Terry Warren, and two RCMP 
members. Eighty students from Lucerne, 
NSS and Edgewood worked on a design 

challenge to find solutions to problems 
arising from natural disasters. “The 
kids were totally engaged and thank 
goodness I didn’t have to do it – the kids 
had a thorough grasp.” The exercise got 
the students thinking about emergencies 
and what responsibilities everyone has, 
she added.

• Councillor von Krogh has been 
monitoring the lake level; he said it was 
within 10 cm of last year but is higher 
due to lots of rain in the fall.

• Richard Allin was re-appointed 
as the Village’s rep on the Rosebery 
Parklands and Trails Commission. He 
was the only volunteer to step forward. 

submitted
February is Locals’ Month at 

The Village Hearth Farm-to-Table 
Restaurant in New Denver. Come 
spend some time with us in February 
while we try some new things.

We’ll be launching a Sunday 
brunch to fill the gap left by the Cup 
and Saucer until they re-open, so our 
new hours will be Friday and Saturday 
evenings 5-8pm, and Sundays 10am-
2pm.

There will be a dedicated games 
table for those who’d like to come and 
socialize over a bite to eat, and Saturday 
night film nights on February 18 and 25. 
The films will be community-oriented 
documentaries and will start at 7pm. 
Watch for more details.

The doors will be open for a 
special Valentine’s dinner on Tuesday, 
February 14. Chef Sarah will be 
creating a delicious roast beef dinner 
with Wayne Savinkoff’s beef, and there 

The Village Hearth Farm-to-Table Restaurant livens up February
will be a vegetarian option, as well. This 
will be a prix-fixe menu, including a 
starter, main dish and dessert for $25. 
Book your table now!

We are very appreciative of 
our patrons, and want to show our 
appreciation by offering a Pay What 
You Can option on weekends in 
February. Order what you like, and pay 
what you can! You can make a donation 
that’s fair to your budget, or you can pay 
it forward and help someone else have a 
meal at The Hearth. The Pay What You 
Can option is offered on everything in 
February except alcoholic beverages 
and the Valentine’s dinner. 

The new winter dinner menu was 
introduced January 20 and is getting 
great reviews. Main dishes include a 
roasted pork dinner featuring heritage 
pork from Jim Ross’ Havesome Hogs 
Farm in Slocan Park; black bean 
enchiladas (vegetarian and meat 
options); and the Kootenay Bliss 

Burger made from Wayne Savinkoff’s 
Slocan Valley beef. To start, there 
are baked mushrooms stuffed with 
Kootenay Mountain Nostrala cheese, 
a warming winter salad packed with 
Janet Spicer’s root veggies, and a daily 
soup. And it’s hard to turn down dessert 
when the choices are Triple Threat 
Chocolate Mousse and a Fruit Upside-
Down Mini Cake!

A huge thank you to all who 
have supported us since we opened 
in October. We invite everyone in the 
region to come try the beautiful food 
supplied by our local farmers and 
deliciously prepared by Chef Sarah, 
and celebrate Locals’ Month with us 
in February. 

The Village Hearth Farm-to-
Table Restaurant is a project of the 
Healthy Community Society of the 
North Slocan Valley. Earned income 
from the restaurant goes towards the 
society’s food security projects.

by Jan McMurray
The medical lab assistant position 

at Slocan Community Health Centre 
in New Denver became vacant as of 
January 3, when the former incumbent 
pursued another opportunity with 
Interior Health.

“At this time, we are bringing in 
lab staff from alternate sites, primarily 
Nelson, to support ongoing services in 
New Denver,” reported Mark Anderson, 
director of laboratory operations for 
IH East.

Provided alternate staff are 

Lab assistant needed at New Denver’s health centre
available, Anderson said Interior Health 
will provide outpatient lab services 
(blood draws) in the community on 
the regular days and times: Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 8 am to 
11:30 am. “As in the past, if there are 
unforeseeable staff absences – if staff 
call in sick or are away unexpectedly, 
for example – the service may not 
be available. Interior Health will 
do everything possible to minimize 
interruptions,” he said.

Recruitment efforts for a new 
medical lab assistant in New Denver are 

underway. “We are committed to filling 
this position as quickly as possible,” 
said Anderson. “It may take some time 
to recruit, as the challenge for us in our 
smaller communities is that these are 
part-time positions. This reflects the 
limited number of people who need this 
service. The populations in our smaller 
communities do not support enough 
work for full-time positions.”

The lab at the health centre in New 
Denver was without a permanent lab 
assistant for a year and a half, from April 
2014 to November 2015.

This DCT Chambers tractor trailer was unable to negotiate a curve and went off the road, losing its load of wood chips, while travelling southbound 
on Highway 6 through Hills at 1:30 am on January 19. Slocan Lake RCMP responded. Constable Shawn Chetwynd reports that the driver was not 
injured or trapped, and that road and weather conditions were a factor. He said there is no evidence to suggest that speed was a factor. O’Brien’s 

Towing attended the following morning, and traffic was stopped at times or reduced to one lane until the site was cleaned up at about 3 pm.
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 
CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

SLOCAN VALLEY

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Silverton 
Seniors 
Social 

Program
Silverton 

Memorial Hall 
Every Tuesday and 
Thursday 10:00 am 

- 2:00 pm 
Socializing, Workshops 

and Outings
Lunch served every 

Thursday

CUT & DYE 
KOOTENAY STYLE 

HAIR SALON 
would like to thank you 
for all your support over 
the last 10 years and wish 

Barb Horton, Slocan, BC    250-355-2418.

you a happy and healthy new 
year. All new clients welcomed. 

by Jan McMurray
• Mayor Clarke reported on 

December 15 meetings with the 
Kaslo infoNet Society (KiN) and 
CBT regarding the provision of 
internet services. KiN provides 
wireless and fibreoptic high speed 
internet in the Kaslo area. They have 
laid fibre in parts of Kaslo, and have 
a good working relationship with 
the Village. The society expressed 
a willingness to partner with the 
Village of Silverton in some way. 
The Columbia Basin Broadband 
Corporation works with internet 
service providers to access funds 
and identify gaps, and fosters 
collaboration among ISPs in the 
region. They also sell middle mile 
services at a reasonable price.

• The next Committee of the 
Whole meeting, yet to be scheduled, 
will include a report from the CAO 
on the internet issue.

• Mayor Clarke reported on 
the December 20 Committee of 
the Whole meeting, where council 
discussed several topics. 

-Staff move forward with 
the process to regain community 
watershed status. 

-The campground attendant 
will reach out to the WildSafeBC 
coordinator at the start of every 
season. Staff will look into a food 
cache and bear-proof composting 
for the campground, a Harvest Share 
information sheet in the property tax 
mailouts, and a bear policy. New 
Denver will be contacted about their 
fruit tree mapping.

-Staff will look into updating 
street signage, and will put out an 
RFP for artistic bike racks (one 
next to the bus stop and one in the 
business district).

-The framework for reviewing 
and updating the Official Community 
Plan and zoning bylaws will be laid 
out in 2017.

-The next Council Café will 
take place March 4, noon to 2 pm. 
Location TBA.

• CAO Garceau reported that he 
will make application to the FCM 
Green Energy Fund for a feasibility 

Silverton council, January 10: Preliminary report on internet meetings
study for an energy system for 
Village facilities (office, gallery, fire 
hall and shop). The 2011 geothermal 
study would be reviewed as part of 
the project.

• The CAO reported that there 
had been a water line break at the 
gallery January 10. He said the 
flooding was happening for about 
20 minutes before it was noticed 
and stopped. Fortunately, flooding 
was limited to the storage and 
mechanical rooms, and the water 
simply ran out of the building. There 
was a water line break at the curling 
rink in December, as well.

• Water rates and garbage rates 
will remain the same in 2017. 
“Kudos to the residents for recycling. 
We don’t have to raise rates and we 
can do away with the tags,” said 
the CAO.

Water rates are $457 for a 
single family residence, $574 for 
commercial businesses, and $737 
for restaurants and coffee shops. 
Garbage rates are $117 for single 
family residences and $276 for all 

types of businesses.
• Council received notification 

that the Village’s $12,750 2017 Age 
Friendly grant was approved.

• The Village will provide a 
letter of support for the Community 
Energy Association’s (CEA) two-
year ‘Regional Residential Energy 
Efficiency and Retrofit Program.’ 
This goal of the program is to 
motivate and assist residents “to 
complete energy efficiency home 
upgrades that provide more comfort 
and lower energy bills, as well 
as reduce our region’s carbon 
footprint.” CEA will apply for 
a grant from Natural Resources 
Canada for the program, which will 
be managed by the RDCK Regional 
Community Energy Manager. 
FortisBC is funding this manager 
position in 2017.

• CAO Darrell Garceau gave an 
update on the Asset Management 
Plan. The focus at the moment is on 
the Village water system. Garceau 
is using a computer program that 
has been populated by data from 

the RDCK and WSA Engineering. 
Sidewalks, roads, and ecological 
assets will be part of the plan as well. 

• John Richards from the Royal 
Canadian Legion was scheduled 
to attend as a delegation but did 
not show. The Village has been 
asked to advertise in the Legion’s 
Military Service Recognition Book. 
Councillor Bell expressed support 
for the purchase of the smallest ad 
at a cost of $260. The matter was 
referred to budget deliberations. 
Budget meetings were set for 
February 2 and February 28, both 
at 4:30 pm.

• Barb Fuhrer was appointed 
to the Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Commission for 
another year.

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• A letter from Steve Thomson, 

Minister of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations, 
thanked mayor and council for 
meeting with him at September’s 
UBCM convention to discuss the 
Springer Creek microhydro project. 
Thomson wrote that FLNRO “is 
committed to moving forward on the 
Springer Creek waterpower project 
as quickly as possible… I have 
instructed Paul Rasmussen, Regional 
Executive Director for Kootenay-
Boundary Natural Resource Region, 
to impress upon ministry staff the 
need to continue to do our part to 
move this project forward and to 
maintain regular communication 
with Slocan municipal staff.”

• In 2016, building permits were 
issued for the construction of three 
new homes in the village. The value 
of this new construction is $610,000, 
a big increase over the new home 
construction values for the previous 
four years. In 2015 and 2014, no 
permits for new homes were issued. 
In 2013, permits were issued for 
new homes valued at $279,815 and 
in 2012 for new homes valued at 
$145,000. In 2016, permits were 
also issued for the construction of 
additions, renovations, and accessory 
buildings valued at $27,200 and 
for commercial and industrial 
construction valued at $10,000. 
Both these amounts were lower than 
the average for construction of those 
types in the previous four years.

• Water utility rates for 2017 
will increase by 2.75%. The Village 
predicts it will get an extra $2,723 
from this increase. Water revenue is 
used for capital improvements to the 
water system and to cover increased 
operating costs. Garbage rates will 
stay the same. The last date for 
receiving a utility bill discount was 
moved from February 15 to March 1. 
Residents who don’t pay their utility 
bills by March 31 will be penalized. 
The Fees & Charges Amendment 

Bylaw was amended to include 
these changes and received the first 
three readings. Council scheduled a 
special meeting on January 16 for 
a fourth reading and final adoption 
of this amended bylaw. Budget 
discussions were also referred to this 
special meeting.

• Attendance at the Slocan 
Fitness Centre was the highest it 
has ever been in 2016, and up by 
more than 35% over 2015. Mayor 
Lunn called the centre “an amazing 
facility.” 

• Transit sales, all from sales 
at Mountain Valley Station, totaled 
$2,494.50. Lunn said the bus service 
was valuable and well-utilized.

• Council noted the Slocan 
Valley Seniors’ Housing Society’s 
successful fundraising (most recently 
a $500,000 grant from BC Housing 
and $44,000 from the Hike or Bike 
for Housing and the Donate and 
Draw). Councillor Burly Van Bynen 
said he hoped the Housing Society 
would “turn some turf” soon. 

• The Community Energy 
Association is working on installing 
a network of electric vehicle charging 
stations in the Kootenays. Mayor 
Lunn said she was pleased the group 
had secured $1 million and was 
“hoping that Slocan is on the map” 
of 40 places in the Columbia Basin 
that will have Level 2 EV charging 
stations. Electric vehicles would take 
several hours to recharge at a Level 2 
station. Tourists could use that time 
to explore Village businesses and 
amenities. 

• In her mayor’s report, Lunn 
said she would be away for two 
weeks in February. Councillor Jean 
Patterson will be the acting mayor. 
Councillor Perriere, the alternate rep 
for the RDCK, will cover an RDCK 
board meeting and a West Resource 
Recovery meeting.  Lunn noted 
that the Economic Development 
Strategy’s engagement process will 
be held February 21-26. February 
22 is the tentative date for a tour 
of Slocan and a public engagement 
meeting (for local stakeholders) at 
6 pm in Slocan. Lunn thanked the 
Spirit of Slocan Committee for the 
Christmas Tree Light-Up event; Pat 
and Peggy Ashton from Mountain 
Valley Station for hosting the Boxing 
Day Skate & Family Gathering; and 
Councillor Burly Van Bynen for 
flooding the tennis court to create the 
ice for the skating event. Councillor 
Pelletier said, “A big thanks to Burly 
for keeping that rink going!”

• Councillors Madeleine Perriere 
and Jean Patterson will attend the 
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society’s 
Ecosystem Science & Conservation 
Planning Forum in Silverton on 

February 23. 
• Council approved Village 

policies (some with amendments) 
on harassment; financial budget and 
accountability; purchasing; records 
management; snow removal; cheque 
cashing; and proclamations. 

• Corrie Traenenberg was 
appointed to the Slocan Valley 
E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Commission for another term. This 
item was brought forward from in-
camera.

• During public participation, 
Denise Dufault asked about an 
agenda item received for information: 
a letter from Fisheries & Oceans 
Canada about the Species at Risk 
Program. Mayor Lunn told Dufault 
the letter was about a targeted review 
of the management plan for the 
Shorthead Sculpin. Dufault said the 
Shorthead Sculpin was a fish found in 
the Columbia River Basin, including 
the Slocan River. CAO Michelle 
Gordon said she would email Dufault 
the electronic copy of the draft 
management plan, which came with 
the letter announcing the review.

Slocan council, January 9: FLNRO minister supportive of microhydro project

slocanlakess.com

FAST!!
Snowshoe hares don’t burrow, so instead 
rely on fast reflexes and speed (up to 45 
km/hr) to escape predators such as lynx, 
coyote and great-horned owl. Huge furred 
back feet allow them to run on top of the 
snow. Can leap 3 m in one bound. 
Maintain an intricate network of criss-
crossing trails through shrubs. Snowshoe 
hares are found all over Canada.
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Position:  Provide routine clerical and secretarial assistance.  
Reports to Chief Administrative Officer.

Description:
This position performs auxiliary clerical/administrative relief 
work at the Village Office to cover temporary vacancies, ab-
sences and occasional projects over the course of the year. 
Solid general office and higher-level administration skills are 
required for various duties ranging from reception/front counter 
work and minute-taking to additional more complex adminis-
trative assistant duties and project work. Some assignments 
may require skills in Finance/Accounting and the operation and 
update of websites/social media accounts.  Good familiarity 
with information technology and hardware is typically needed.

This position requires intermediate MS Word and Excel spread-
sheet skills. The successful applicants will have the ability 
to pick up tasks and computer systems quickly; have strong 
teamwork and customer service skills within a small organiza-
tion where flexibility is essential.  

Hours of Work:  
Successful applicants must be available to work between 8 am 
and 12 Noon on weekdays.  Availability in the late afternoon 
and evenings on Tuesdays would be an asset.  Limited to 89 
days of work (or 712 hours) in a 12 month period.

Salary:  Hourly Pay Starting at $19.00 + 12% in lieu of benefits 
(excluded position).

Applications:  Qualified applicants are invited to submit a letter 
of application and resume, in confidence, clearly quoting Com-
petition “Office Clerk” to cao@kaslo.ca, or to 312 Fourth Street, 
Kaslo, BC V0G 1M0 , or by fax to 353-7767.  Deadline for 
applications is February 3, 2017, or until position is filled.

Village of Kaslo
Relief Office Clerk

(Casual, Part-Time Position)

by Art Joyce
Simply put, wetlands are where life 

begins – crucial nurseries for species 
of all kinds. And clearly, residents of 
the Lardeau Valley appreciate their 
importance to the local environment. 
The ongoing Wetland Restoration 
Projects in Meadow Creek featured 
an open house on Sunday, January 22, 
with a presentation at the Lardeau Valley 
Community Club, followed by a tour 
of recent restoration work. Wetlands 
specialist Tom Biebighauser was back 
again this year to update locals on the 
progress of two more restored wetlands 
near Meadow Creek. 

The project is a coalition of the 
BC Wildlife Federation (BCWF), the 
National Wetlands Conservation Fund 
and the Fish and Wildlife Compensation 
Program (FWCP), working with private 
landowners. Biebighauser has been 

working with two Lardeau Valley cattle 
farms of about a hectare each, to restore 
the wetlands in places where they were 
drained by ditches built by early settlers. 
The land had become too wet to farm 
and the livestock would bog down in the 
mud. For every acre of wetland restored, 
an equal amount of farmland is created, 
resulting in no net loss to farmers. 

“Last year both of these farmers 
went to the open house and got excited 
by it so now we’re working with them,” 
says Biebighauser. “The exciting part of 
the project is that we’re using the soil 
we’re removing from the wetland to 
improve farmland. It’s quite a change 
to be able to farm areas and still restore 
wetlands.”

Just as exciting is the positive 
effect the project is having in restoring 
local wildlife and endangered species 
populations such as the western toad, 
western painted turtle, the grizzly and 
the bobolink. Biebighauser says Lardeau 
Valley residents are enjoying seeing 
rare species like the tundra swan and 
long-billed curlew – a long distance 
migratory shorebird – using the wetlands 
at Meadow Creek. Grizzlies have also 
been benefiting from the renewed 
habitat. 

Biebighauser takes a non-invasive 
approach toward non-native (‘invasive’) 
species at Meadow Creek by burying 
them, which also sequesters carbon 
and avoids the use of potentially toxic 
herbicides. Careful attention is given 
to the type of heavy equipment used 
for excavation, with wide-set tracks 
to ensure low ground pressure and 
therefore minimal damage. 

“This summer I visited several of 

the new wetlands we built. They were 
only three to four months old when 
I visited. Now they’re covered in 70 
centimeters of snow and I get to wear 
snowshoes – something I rarely get 
to do.” 

Prior to the open house, Biebighauser 
spent December working on wetlands 
restoration at the Creston Valley Wildlife 
Management Area (CVWMA), a 
wetlands ecosystem designated to be 
of international significance. About 
3.4 hectares of wetlands were built 
specifically to help waterfowl and the 
northern leopard frog, which is faced 
with extinction. The only place it has 
been found breeding in BC is in Creston. 
They are designed to dry up in the fall 
in order not to support exotic fish, or 
the invasive American bullfrog, which 

has already crossed the border from 
Idaho, but not yet reached Creston. The 
project was a joint initiative between the 
FWCP, the Ministry of Forests, Lands 
and Natural Resource Operations, and 
the CVWMA.

The BCWF Wetlands Education 
Program has been around for 20 years, 
and got a foothold in the Slocan Valley in 
2013 with a restoration project on private 
land owned by Alex and Judy Berland. 
The Halleran family were pioneers in 
the program in the Lardeau Valley. The 
program is totally voluntary and relies 
on private landowners coming forward 
to offer their land for restoration. Once 
contacted by a landowner, Biebighauser 
or his colleague Robin Annschild will 
visit the site and draw up a wetlands 
design at no charge. Financing for 

Wetlands restoration open house held in Meadow Creek
the work is provided by the FWCP, 
BCWF and the National Wetlands 
Conservation Fund. BCWF has been 
working on a stewardship agreement 
for private landowners that is less 
onerous than conservation covenants, 
which tend to lock up land in perpetuity, 
something many landowners aren’t 
comfortable doing. The BCWF model 
agreement seeks a minimum 10-year 
commitment to habitat conservation 
from landowners, but allows more 
flexibility and negotiation than the 
typical conservation covenant. 

“It’s good to be back in Meadow 
Creek,” says Biebighauser. “And it’s 
exciting to see this project capture 
the interest of private landowners; it 
shows a strong dedication to help the 
environment.”

Wetlands built on private property in Meadow Creek last year.
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by Art Joyce
JV Humphries grade 12 student 

Julia White is one of 80 students across 
Canada to receive a Horatio Alger 
Canadian Scholarship worth $5,000. 

The scholarships are awarded 
annually to “deserving high school 
students in financial need who have 
overcome significant adversity while 
demonstrating strength of character, 
strong academics, a commitment to 
pursuing higher education as well 
as a desire to contribute to society.” 
Julia plans to use the scholarship to 
pursue post-secondary education as an 
elementary school teacher. “It definitely 
was a pretty big surprise,” she says. “I 
didn’t think I’d get it.” 

Yet she easily meets the standards 
set by the Horatio Alger Association. She 
moved to Kaslo from Houston, Texas a 
year ago with her father. When a marital 
breakup threatened to uproot her for the 
sixth time in 12 years, she decided to live 
on her own at age 17. That meant taking 
part-time work to support herself while 
finishing high school. “I’ve had some 
major setbacks. I have to look after my 
own needs, not like other kids who have 
parents to look after them. Because of all 
the moving I didn’t really have a support 
system and I didn’t want to move again, 
so I decided this was the place that I 
wanted to finish my schooling.” 

The scholarship requires students to 
have a clear-headed plan for their post-
secondary career path, a requirement 
Julia also easily satisfied. She plans to 
use the scholarship money to pay for 
her first year’s tuition at Selkirk College, 
where she’ll pursue an undergrad degree 
in the arts. From there she plans to attend 
the University of Northern BC for her 
bachelor’s degree in education. “After 
UNBC, you have to do one year of JVH student Julia White is one of 80 students in Canada to win a $5,000 Horatio Alger Scholarship.

student teaching, so I’ll probably go back 
to Selkirk. I could be a student teacher in 
Nelson or Kaslo so that would be kind 
of cool. Probably in the older elementary 
grades – 4 and 5 – is where I have my 
eyes set.”

She says her strongest academic 
interests lie in geography and cultural 
anthropology. She’s considering also 
taking a degree in geography at Selkirk, 
though that may have to come later on. 
“For me it’s the culture; we don’t always 
get to learn about other peoples’ culture. 
It’s really interesting how everything 
works together.” 

The Horatio Alger Association 
receives thousands of applications 
from across the country each year, 
clearly demonstrating a strong need 
amongst young people growing up 
in difficult situations. Adversities 
faced by applicants include death of a 
parent or guardian, incarceration of a 
parent or guardian, abandonment by a 
parent or guardian, living in foster care, 
various forms of abuse, and physical or 

mental disabilities. Yet the resiliency of 
scholarship winners is impressive, as 
they must continue to earn high grades in 
school, often while working. Since 2012, 
close to $2 million in scholarships have 
been awarded to 387 deserving young 
Canadians.

Although the contrast between the 
vast city of Houston and the village of 
Kaslo couldn’t be more extreme, Julia 
says she feels safer here and has no 
plans to go back. While in Houston, she 
volunteered to help manage a children’s 
choir for kids aged four to six. After 
arriving in Kaslo, she volunteered to 
coach beginner’s skating and hockey 
lessons for kindergarten and grade 
one students. She cites her volunteer 
experiences as confirming her goal to 
become a teacher of young children. 

“I’ve got a group of friends here; 
we’ve been through thick and thin 
together. And the whole community of 
Kaslo – you know everyone and they 
know you. It’s not like a big city where 
you only know and trust a few people.”  

JV Humphries student wins Horatio Alger scholarship
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Call for Artists and Venues for 
ALFA Guild Art Walk 2016

Hard copy can be submitted to ALFA 
Art Walk c/o Selkirk College, Box 

720, Nakusp, BC  V0G 1R0
– or –

Online at alfaguildgallery@gmail.com

For more information contact 250-265-4954. 
Deadline February 21st, 2017, 4:00 pm.

Call out for Casual Employees
The Village of Nakusp is currently seeking Casual Employees for 
the Public Works department.
If you are interested in working for the Village of Nakusp please 
forward your resume to the Village of Nakusp – Box 280, Nakusp, 
BC, V0G 1R0.  E-mail wleigh@nakusp.com 
For more information, please contact the Public Works department 
at 250-265-3556. 
We thank all who apply however only those selected for an interview 
will be contacted.

Learn to Skate with Michelle 
FEBRUARY 7 – MARCH 9 at 

the Nakusp Arena
Program consists of 10 – 1 hr sessions for 

$70.00 (GST included)
                (1/2 hr of instruction – 1/2 hr of practice time)

Instructor: Michelle Chesser - 25 yrs 
of experience in skating instruction

Tuesdays & Thursdays from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Must be able to stand alone on the ice 
– Helmets required.

Register at the Village Office 
or call 250.265.3689.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

READY FOR A FOREVER HOME!
Looking for a kitten?  You’ll fall in love 
with these beauties!  They’re playful, 
curious and love to be cuddled.   Call 
PALS today at 250-265-3792.
Find out what PALS is all about by at-
tending the PALS AGM coming up on 
February 1st at 7 pm at Selkirk College.

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp residents are looking 

at a 4% increase in taxation, a 5% 
increase on their water bills, a 10% 
increase on their sewer bills, and a 
50-cent increase on Village garbage 
bags in 2017.

At a preliminary budget meeting 
January 16, Nakusp council 
received reports from the CAO, 
Public Works and Arena/Parks to 
inform the budget process. CAO 
Laurie Taylor said she expects to 
present the budget to council “for 
review, discussion and direction” 
on April 10.
Taxation

CAO Taylor reported that a 
4% tax increase in 2017 seems to 
be required after a review of the 
preliminary operating budget. A 
4% increase would mean $35.65 
per year on an average house, 
and would generate an additional 
$39,000 for the Village.

Taylor noted that this increase 
would not cover the $20,500 that 
has been requested by community 
groups: an extra $2,500 in fee for 
service for the Chamber, $10,000 to 
paint the exterior of the Centennial 
building, and $8,000 for museum 
staffing. She said more details on 
these items would be presented 
to council at an upcoming budget 
meeting.

Taylor also expressed concern 
about the $233,800 owing to the 
Village in arrears taxes ($161,000) 
and delinquent taxes ($72,800). 
“The Village currently has 90 tax 
accounts in arrears and 37 accounts 
in delinquent status, out of a total of 
853 accounts (14.9%),” she states in 
her written report. However, there 
are also a large number of residents 
who prepay their taxes; there are 
credit balances on 161 accounts for 
a total of $121,100.
Water and Sewer

Council gave three readings to 
bylaws that will raise water rates by 
5% and sewer rates by 10%. For a 
single family dwelling, this means 
that water rates will go up $19.36 
to $406.56 per year, and sewer 
rates will go up $37.29 to $410.19 
per year. Councillor Zeleznik voted 
opposed to the sewer increase.

CAO Taylor reminded council 
that in 2016, staff had recommended 
an increase in water and sewer rates 
every year for the next five years in 
order to build up the reserve funds 
to pay for capital projects. She 
said the water mains are over 30 
years old and need to be replaced, 
and then there is the matter of 
the wastewater treatment plant 
reclamation project. The $700,000 
grant from the federal government 
that the Village received some years 
ago for the project was spent on the 
wastewater treatment plant, but not 
the reclamation project. “So either 
we do it or pay back the $700,000,” 
said Taylor.

Director of Operations Warren 
Leigh explained that due to an 
engineering oversight at the time, 
the plant that was installed doesn’t 
meet the requirements for water 
reclamation. “We’re going to be 

Preliminary budget meeting in Nakusp warns of increases
faced with the challenge of whether 
to proceed with the project or 
not,” he said, as it will cost about 
$400,000 to upgrade the plant 
to meet the requirements, and 
over $1 million to complete the 
water reclamation project. Leigh is 
working with the Village’s current 
engineer on this, and will bring a 
report to council once he has all the 
information. 
Garbage

Since the weigh scale was put in 
at the Nakusp landfill on November 
7, Leigh reported that tipping fees 
for the Village have increased by 
$322 per month, or 43%. There 
will also be an increase in RDCK 
tipping fees effective April 1, from 
$85/tonne to $90/tonne. To cover 
these increases, Leigh recommends 
hiking the cost of Village garbage 
bags to $3 (from $2.50), and to $21 
per cubic metre (from $17.50 per 
cubic metre).
Hot springs

Te r r y  We l s h ,  D i r e c t o r 
Recreation and Parks brought the 
good news that the hot springs 
facility has turned a profit in the 
last two years ($13,835 in 2015 
and estimated $20,045 in 2016). 
He put forward to council that a 
2.5% increase in admission fees 
and campground rates, and a 5% 
increase in chalet rates would 
increase budgeted revenues by 
$21,500. He also sees potential in 
increasing revenues by expanding 
the campground and constructing 
more cabins, and would like to look 
into this further.
Arena complex

Cost recovery for the arena 
complex is a major concern, Welsh 
says. User fees cover only about 
13% of the total budget for the 
complex. The 2016 budget for 
the facility was $433,650 and 
$376,000 of that was raised through 
taxation. He notes that community 
groups feel the rental rates are 
too high, so raising user fees to 
achieve cost recovery for the facility 
is not feasible. “To reduce the 
current operational subsidy for the 
facility, what does need to occur is 
an increase in programming and 
growth in existing and/or new sport/ 
youth organizations in the facility,” 
he concludes.
Staffing cuts not 
recommended

Prior to the meeting, Director 
of Operations Warren Leigh (Public 
Works) and Director of Recreation 
and Parks Terry Welsh were asked 
to look for ways to reduce their 
budgets. They each analysed the 
impacts of cutting one staff member 

from their respective departments, 
and provided convincing arguments 
for not doing so, in the interests of 
maintaining current service levels.

Leigh says that Public Works 
cut 10% in three separate years in 
the past, and there is no room for 
any additional cuts “without a direct 
reduction in services.” Further, 
when the water and wastewater 
treatment plants were brought 
online, the plan was to hire one more 
operator, but this was never done in 
the interest of saving money. 

The department has five staff, 
providing service seven days a 
week. They look after the water 
and sewer systems, garbage/ 
recycling collection, snow removal, 
dust control, road maintenance, 
d ra inage ,  b rush ing ,  s t r ee t 
sweeping, boulevards, sidewalks, 
streetlights, airport maintenance 
and maintenance of Village facilities 
(excluding the arena and hot 
springs). 

Although the water and sewer 
systems have separate budgets, 
and garbage and recycling are self-
funded, the same five people do 
all the work. Therefore, “a cut in 
Public Works staffing would have 
a negative impact on all areas of 
work,” he says in his report. “The 
Village is in total compliance with 
IHA in regards to our drinking 
water for the first time ever. Our 
treatment plants are not getting the 
attention they require, and looking 
ahead, this will not get better with 
the implementation of reclaimed 
water, and the ever tightening 
government requirements for water 
and wastewater.”

Leigh also provided a report 
specifically on snow removal. 
Plowing downtown is particularly 
difficult, requiring more machinery 
and more manpower, and costing 
perhaps 20 times more than plowing 
the rest of the town. To get it 
done before the traffic, downtown 
snowplowing starts at 2 am with 
Arena/Parks staff using the Kubota 
tractor to plow the sidewalks. Then 
at 5 am, two backhoes are used to 
plow the area. The snow is either 
piled at street ends or windrowed 

along Broadway, to be hauled away 
as soon as possible. 

“The current approach makes 
for a poor condition day when the 
event happens, and a total clean up 
the following day,” he said.

To plow the entire town, five 
staff are needed. There is simply 
not enough staff, so snow removal 
requires significant overtime.

“It is our opinion that our level 
of service is higher than most 
communities and that no changes 
are required,” Leigh says in the 
report. “Snow removal is almost 
20% of the total Public Works 
budget (excluding water and sewer). 
We don’t believe that there is 
anywhere else in the PW budget 
that can be cut to subsidize the snow 
removal component without making 
some serious compromises (dust 
control, street sweeping, potholes, 
etc.).”

Terry Welsh, Director Recreation 
& Parks, outlined the impacts of 
eliminating one staffperson from his 
four-person crew by reducing hours 
at the arena. Under this scenario, 
there would be a reduction of 
service levels in: snow removal on 
the waterfront and community trails; 
outdoor washroom maintenance; 
downtown garbage pickup and 
litter control; overall maintenance 
of the arena complex; mowing; 
and cemetery, sports field and trail 
maintenance. Support for special 

events would be eliminated, and 
arena staff could no longer plow 
downtown sidewalks. 

“In order to achieve the goals 
of the Official Community Plan 
from an economic perspective 
and specifically as outlined 
for Recreation & Tourism and 
Downtown Revitalization, it is the 
Director’s considered opinion that 
such a reduction would not be a 
benefit to the community and would 
curtail our ability for progress on 
these goals,” he says in his written 
report.
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The Vallican Whole’s ‘Up Close 

and Intimate’ series is opening 
with one of the valley’s favourite 
homegrown chanteuses in a duo with 
her life partner: Laura Landsberg 
and Paul Landsberg. On Saturday, 
February 18, come dressed up in 
your best vintage (or contemporary) 
finery for ‘Le Cabaret Intimé’: the 
theme of the evening is ‘Old and 
New, Borrowed and Blues.’ You 
will walk into a glamorous setting 
featuring exquisite music, delectable 
treats (cheese, hors d’oeuvres, petites 

fours), fine wines and exceptional 
ambience. 

As the theme will allow for a 
wide range of styles both musical 
and sartorial, your senses will be 
titillated while you relax into a scene 
of delightful decadence. Everyone 
who attends will be part of the decor 
– we know you have some fabulous 
glad rags tucked away just waiting 
for an occasion to shine!

Anyone who has heard Laura 
perform, either on her own or last 
year with the Kootenay Divas, knows 
her smoky voice and astonishing 

range sends a chill right up your 
spine. Here is an opportunity to 
have that experience “up close and 
intimate,” as she and Paul invite you 
into their music and their lives.

Laura  i s  deve lop ing  an 
international reputation, performing 
with ‘Desafinado,’ a Brazilian group 
out of Spokane, headlining at the 
Kaslo Jazz Festival, and wowing 
the Sandpoint Jazz Festival. She has 
performed with Chris Brubeck, the 
bass-playing son of Dave Brubeck, 
and numerous other well-known 
musicians. As well, she has appeared 
with the Spokane Jazz Orchestra, 
Hugh Fraser and VEJI (Vancouver 
Ensemble of Jazz Improvisation) 
and has several CDs under her belt, 
the most recent being the critically 
acclaimed A Simple Twist.

While she works with many 

different musicians, some of 
her favourite and most personal 
performances are with her partner, 
Paul. As a contemporary guitarist, 
he has travelled throughout North 
America and Europe with his own 
quartet, as well as performed with 
a variety of jazz and contemporary 
artists including Dan Brubeck, 
Charlie Haden, the Platters, the 
Drifters, and the Spokane Jazz 
Orchestra.

Craig Lawrence saw the two 
of them performing together and 
telling stories about their lives at the 
most recent Kaslo JazzFest, and was 
impressed with their music and their 
interaction. “I liked it better than 
the full-on performance on the main 
stage,” Craig said. “I think their duo 
is a perfect fit for the Up Close and 
Intimate series.”

‘Le Cabaret Intimé’ will be at 
the Vallican Whole Community 
Centre, 3762 Little Slocan S. Rd., 
on Saturday, February 18. Doors 
open at 6:30, music starts at 7:30. 
Come early, enjoy a glass of wine 
and some decadent treats, and relax 
into the beautiful space created 
for the evening. What a treat to 
have this kind of entertainment and 
atmosphere right here at home. 

This is the first of a three-part 
series. The tickets are $50 for all 
three, and can be ordered through 
www.VallicanWhole.com or from 
Facebook/TheWhole. If you don’t 
buy things online, you can leave a 
message at 250-226-7957. The next 
two offerings will be ‘Breakwater’ 
with Jeff Faragher on March 11, 
and on April 1, original theatre with 
Bessie Wapp, ‘In Her Own Words.’

Old and new, borrowed and blues at the Vallican Whole

Laura and Paul Landsberg open this season’s ‘Up Close and Intimate’ series at the Vallican Whole on February 18.



January 26, 2017   The Valley Voice  11

SLOCAN PARK BRANCH
3014 HWY 6
SLOCAN PARK, BC
PHONE: 250-226-7212
FAX: 250-226-7351 ONLINE: WWW.HERITAGECU.CA

COMMUNITY

submitted
One of Selkirk College’s 

top hairstylist  program 
graduates has cut, coloured 
and up-done herself to 
a successful career in a 
downtown Vancouver salon. 
Full of enthusiasm and 
ambition, she’s just 20 years 
old.

The Slocan Valley’s 
Amber Beckjord graduated 
from the program in 2014 

at the age of 17, passionate 
about all things hair. She 
graduated at the top of her 
class with a 4.0 GPA and a 
Gold Medal earned at the BC 
Skills Competition.

Inspired by her uncle 
Anthony Crosfield, one of 
Canada’s most celebrated 
hairstylists, Beckjord is 
now a full-time stylist at 
his Union Salon in South 
Granville, Vancouver. She’s 

fully booked and loves being 
part of a highly skilled team of 
stylists working in the trendy 
salon.

She feels at home there, 
having spent summers as a 
young teen under Crosfield’s 
guidance, “sweeping floors 
and keeping my eye on 
what’s going on.” But she 
knows that entering the salon 
environment can be daunting 
for young stylists and she 

credits her Selkirk College 
experience with giving her the 
added confidence she needed.

“When I graduated I 
had a good foundation for 
everything from cuts to 
colours. There are so many 
great hairstylists coming 
out the program and that 
speaks of its quality,” she 
says. “I felt very confident, 
which is important because 
leaving school  for  the 
salon environment can be 
intimidating.”

Beckjord has taken that 
foundation and made it work 
for her.

“There are so many 
opportunities in this industry,” 
she says. “You can take this 
anywhere you want to go.”

She continues to take part 
in competitions, frequently 
travels for professional 
development and participates 
back stage in big-time hair 
shows, a highlight for her as 

it broadens her understanding 
of a vast industry.

“You learn so much 
w o r k i n g  s h o w s , ”  s h e 
says. “Outside the salon 
environment, you are exposed 
to many more elements of the 
industry, like photography 
and modelling. I enjoy 
meeting people and making 
connections. I am open to 
learning as much as possible 
from many people. Everyone 
has something to offer.” 

A grad of Mt. Sentinel 
S e c o n d a r y,  B e c k j o r d 
describes herself as growing 
up “in the woods.” Recently 
back home for the holidays, 
Beckjord relished being 
with her family and friends, 
enjoyed some snow time at 
Whitewater and gave her 
mom and a few lucky friends 
a haircut, turning the kitchen 
of the Winlaw home she grew 
up in into a pop-up salon. 

“I always bring home my 

scissors,” she says. 
Sentimental about her 

roots, she sees the instructors 
at Selkirk College’s Hairstylist 
Program as supporting her to 
where she is today by creating 
a strong sense of community.

“ S e l k i r k  C o l l e g e 
p r o v i d e d  a n  i n t i m a t e 
learning environment. I felt 
so comfortable with my 
teachers that my mind was 
open to learning. They were 
encouraging and supportive.”

Beckjord is happy with 
her flourishing career. It’s 
profitable, flexible and allows 
her to explore her own style 
and creativity while working 
with clients.

“I take what I learn 
and make what I want of 
it,” says the artist who also 
expresses herself through 
painting and drawing. “Hair 
is like sculpture to me… it’s 
awesome to make people feel 
good.”

Amber Beckjord, from the Slocan Valley, aced the Selkirk College hairstylist program and is now working in a Vancouver salon.

Selkirk College grad carves out a successful career

by Jan McMurray
Highway 6 was closed 

from approximately 2 to 4 
pm January 12 when a pickup 
truck drove into a logging 
truck just north of Crescent 
Valley.

Sergeant Chad Badry of 
the RCMP West Kootenay 
Traffic Services reported 
that  the pickup driver 
sustained serious injuries 
but is in stable condition. 
Although the logging truck 
was sent careening over the 
embankment and tipped over 

Accident closes Hwy 6 for two hours January 12
onto its side, the logging truck 
driver was shaken up but 
wasn’t injured. 

Badry explained that the 
trees and the fact that it was 
a self-loading logging truck, 
with a crane on the roof and 
some extra framing on the 
front, would have helped 
slow him down on his descent 
over the edge of the road. 
“He’s very lucky,” Badry 
commented.

At about 4 pm, the 
road opened to single-
lane alternating traffic and 

remained that way until about 
4 am, when the logs and the 
truck were cleaned up and 
two-lane traffic was restored.

The cause of the accident 
is still under investigation. 
Badry said road conditions 
were mostly bare and dry, 
although there was some ice 
on the edge of the highway.

Many thanks to the Frog 
Peak Café, which remained 
open after its regular hours 
to provide a warm, cozy place 
for people waiting for the 
road to open.

This logging truck was sent careening over an embankment near Crescent Valley when it was struck by a pickup truck.
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Invest in your business!
Advertise in the Valley 

Voice!
Call 250-358-7218 for 

details
or email us 

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

by Jan McMurray
Kaslo Sourdough is a semi-finalist 

for a Small Business BC ‘Premier’s 
People’s Choice’ Award. Winners will 
be announced at the Awards Ceremony 
on February 23 at the Pan Pacific 
Vancouver.

This year, 699 nominations in 10 
award categories were received from 
72 communities across the province. 
These businesses were given two 
months to gain as many votes as 
possible. Those who activated their 
communities and received the most 
votes have been named the top 10 semi-
finalists in their categories. Most of 
them enter the People’s Choice Award.

“The fact we’re in the top 10 
in the People’s Choice category is 
significant! It shows we’ve got a pretty 
amazing fan base,” said Heidi Lettrari, 
general manager at Kaslo Sourdough. 
“It wasn’t just our customers who 
voted for us, but also our retailers. We 
had lots of support from Alberta and 
Saskatchewan because our pasta is 
available there, too.”

Semi-finalists in the other nine 
categories in the contest had to provide 

Kaslo Sourdough up for Small Business BC Award
a detailed application outlining why 
they deserve to win the award. Lettrari 
says Kaslo Sourdough decided to go 
for the Premier’s People’s Choice 
Award, which is based strictly on the 
voting. Voting happened in October and 
November, and the results are being 
kept secret until the awards ceremony.

Small Business BC encouraged 
Kaslo Sourdough to enter in other 
categories, as well, but Lettrari said 
it would have been too much to take 
on. After winning the Nexty Award 
a couple of years ago, she said they 
knew how much they’d be getting 
themselves into.

Lettrari says the company is doing 
very well, with February 4 marking the 
fourth year of producing pasta. Choices 
Health Food in Vancouver is the newest 
retailer of Kaslo Sourdough Pasta. “So 
it’s very exciting for us!” she said.

“The pasta is what has allowed us 
to expand,” she explained. “Our bread 
is perishable, so it’s difficult to ship and 
is available only in the West Kootenay. 
I always tell people to come visit Kaslo 
if they’d like to try our bread!”

Kaslo Sourdough products are 
“healthier, and people with gluten 
intolerance or allergies can sometimes 
eat them.”

Recipients of Small Business 
BC Awards are recognized with the 
Premier’s Prize in the amount of 
$1,500 cash, a one-year all-access 
pass to Small Business BC education, 
resources and experts, and one-on-one 
business mentorship with notable 
advisors from the award sponsors.

The Small Business BC Awards 

is the largest small business awards 
competition in the province. These 
awards recognize the outstanding 
achievements of British Columbia’s 

entrepreneurs and celebrate the 
contributions new and existing 
businesses registered in BC, with fewer 
than 50 employees, make to their local 

communities and the global economy.
More details on the Small Business 

BC Awards can be found at www.
sbbcawards.ca.

Kaslo Sourdough is a semi-finalist for a Small Business BC Award. L to R: Silvio , Heidi, Gabi and Stefan Lettrari.

submitted
The Community Fund of North 

Kootenay Lake Society received a 
special Christmas gift from an 
anonymous donor that has increased 
the total value of its endowment funds 
to well over $1 million.

CFNKLS was established in 2005 
with an initial investment of $110,000. 
Over the years a variety of endowment 
funds have been established with an 
average annual growth of some $80,000, 
thanks to the generosity of Kaslo and 
area philanthropists who recognize the 
value of endowment funds. 

These investments generate interest 
which is then distributed annually as 
grants to registered charities in Kaslo 
and Area D. More than $22,000 has 
been distributed every year over the 
past several years, and a recent gift will 
increase the society’s granting power by 

several thousand dollars.
Over the years CFNKLS has 

received several very generous gifts 
in the form of bequests as well as 
convertible assets. Annual donations 
ranging from $200 to $1,000 have 
also helped to build its endowments. 
The society is particularly grateful 
to a handful of monthly donors who 
have pledged between $30 and $75 on 
a regular basis. Their combined gifts 
make a significant difference to the 
endowment totals. 

In addition to the general 
endowment fund there are four field-of-
interest funds: environment, child/youth 
and family, seniors, and arts/culture. The 
McKinnon Family Fund supports the 
work of the Kaslo and District Public 
Library and the Victorian Hospital 
Auxiliary Society as well as providing 
an annual bursary to a graduating student 

North Kootenay Lake fund surpasses $1 million
pursuing post secondary trades training.

CFNKLS is one of three affiliate 
funds of the Osprey Community 
Foundation based in Nelson. The other 
two are in the Slocan Valley and Salmo. 
The total endowments held by all of 
the Osprey funds is now in excess of 
$7,000,000. It is safe to say that every 
community in the Columbia Basin is 
served by a community foundation.

An economist once said the wealth 
of a community is not measured by 
the amount of money held in the bank, 
but the speed with which money is 
circulated throughout the community. 
CFNKLS has a winning combination; 
endowment funds producing interest 
equals a secure and resilient community.

Visit the CFNKLS website for 
information about the funds and how to 
become a donor: nklcommunityfund.
org.

by Jan McMurray
Dr. Isabelle-Anne Fontaine will 

be leaving her position as physician at 
Kaslo’s Victorian Community Health 
Centre at the end of March. 

Cheryl Whittleton of Interior 
Health reports that IH has been 
actively recruiting to fill this part-time 
position. “We have had a number of 
excellent candidates and we have 
extended a formal contract offer to 
one of these physicians,” she said. 
“We are confident we will have a new 
physician in place shortly.” 

She added that the Kaslo & Area 
D Health Care Select Committee 
remains a partner in physician 
recruitment for Kaslo, and was 
involved in the recruitment efforts 
for this position.

“We appreciate the ongoing 
commitment to health care services 
in Kaslo from all of our physicians 
and we will have an update as soon 
as a contract is in place with a new 
physician,” she said.

Dr. Fontaine said she’s thankful for 
her experience in Kaslo. “I will miss 
my appreciative caseload of patients 
as well as the supportive group of 
professionals that work at the health 
centre,” she said. She will remain in 

the West Kootenay, in Nelson, and has 
no fixed plans at this point.

“Interior Health would like to take 

Kaslo physician update
this opportunity to thank Dr. Fontaine 
for her support of Kaslo patients over 
the last several years,” said Whittleton.

submitted
Over the course of 2016, the Ministry 

of Transportation and Infrastructure 
added 43 new webcams and 108 new 
views to the DriveBC highway camera 
network. The new camera at Kaslo is 
at the Hwy 31/Hwy 31A Junction; it 
provides a good view of Highway 31 
in the village, which often experiences 
severe winter weather conditions: http://
images.drivebc.ca/bchighwaycam/pub/
html/www/760.html

DriveBC is the BC government’s 
most popular website, with an average of 

Kaslo webcam added to DriveBC website
more than two million visits per month. 

“Before hitting the road, we 
encourage drivers to check DriveBC for 
the most up-to-date information on road 
and weather conditions for their route, 
in order to plan for a safe trip and avoid 
delays,” said MTI minister Todd Stone. 

Year round, the highway cams 
provide a bird’s-eye view look at 
weather, road and traffic conditions, 
with real-time coverage. DriveBC allows 
motorists to check road and weather 
conditions prior to a trip, helping them 
plan a safe journey.

submitted
The Kaslo Concert Society presents 

The Canadian Guitar Quartet at St. 
Andrew’s United Church at 7 pm on 
Friday, February 3. The quartet performs 
entirely without sheet music and their 
program includes works by Vivaldi, 
Beethoven, Saint Saëns and Rossini 
as well as original guitar works by 
Patrick Roux, Hans Bruderl and one 
of the members, guitarist-composer 
Renaud Côté-Giguère. The quartet’s 

The Canadian Guitar Quartet in Kaslo next week
other members are Julien Bisaillon, 
Bruno Roussel and Louis Trépanier.

While in Kaslo CGQ will also 
perform for the students at JV Humphries 
school. Advance tickets are $22, 
available at Figments or at the door 
on the night of the concert. School-
age children are admitted free when 
accompanied by an adult patron. For 
more information: kcs@kaslo.org and 
check out the performers at www.
canadianguitarquartet.com.
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The lessons of sportsmanship and 
teamwork last a lifetime. 

Celebrating Minor Hockey Week 2017
Katrine Conroy, MLA

Kootenay West
1-888-755-0556 • katrine.conroy.mla@leg.bc.ca • www.katrineconroy.ca

Practice good sportsmanship in 
both hockey and 
life!

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp • 250-265-3747
cresbay@telus.net

Minor Hockey builds 
character!

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC
250-352-6261

Good 
Sportsmanship 

always pays 
off!

The door to success is often 
locked.
One of the keys to that lock is 
teamwork, on the ice and off.
Best wishes to all our great 
local teams for Minor 
Hockey Week.

RHC Insurance Brokers
401-6th Ave

New Denver, BC
250-358-2617

Hockey helps 
kids learn 
teamwork

Kids and hockey have always been a 
winning combination!

We support Minor Hockey 
Week - players, coaches and

parents!

New Denver 
Community Pharmacy
309 6th Ave • 250-358-2500

Celebrating Minor Hockey Week, 2017!
Kaslo Mohawk

250-353-2205
405-4th St. • Kaslo

Play for the love of the game!

Celebrating 
Minor Hockey 

Week, 2017
Slocan Valley Co-op

3024 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park • 250-226-7433

submitted
Already more than three 

months in, with only a handful of 
weeks to go until the players head 
to the different host association 
communities for league playoffs. 
How does the season go by so 
quickly? 

Our teams in Kaslo hit the ice 
a good six weeks after the other 
associations in our district start to 
work the summer cobwebs out, but 
that has never stopped nor slowed 
the passion and commitment in 
our players. The ice is in around 
Thanksgiving weekend and our 
players are ready to go!

We have three strong and 
energetic teams this year. It would 
have been difficult to make the 
third team without the benefit 
of working with the families in 
Nakusp and New Denver. These 
three communities came together 
to form the North Kootenay 
Midget House team – rostered 
out of Kaslo and coached by 
Jordan Davie, Andrew Pelletier 

Kaslo & District Minor Hockey Association President’s message
and Shawn Sicotte. The players 
on this team are getting amazing 
hockey expertise from this 
illustrious trio of coaches. It 
takes sincere dedication from 
everyone involved to sustain a 
midget team with a strong inter-
team connection, skill building 
and commitment. These players 
have high school and often jobs 
to compete with their time, and 
then we add in the need to practice 
once a week in the neighbouring 
community and games as far away 
as Midway on the weekend – it is 
a feat that this group tackles with 
mastery. There will be a great 
sense of accomplishment and pride 
that these players and their parents 
will hold when they look back on 
their 2016-2017 season. 

Our Peewee team is under 
the fresh and exciting leadership 
of another remarkable hockey 
player turned minor hockey coach, 
Josh Laboucane. This is a young 
team with loads of energy and a 
willingness to never give up. It is 

always entertaining to watch as 
they continue to improve on their 
individual and team skills. The 
devotion that these team members 
have to each other and the league 
was most apparent when the sole 
goaltender for the team went down 
with an upper body injury and the 
team was facing possible forfeits. 
The players all rallied and a couple 
players stepped up to throw on 
the goalie pads and make sure the 
games went on.

We are so pleased to have a 
strong novice program in Kaslo, 
as we know this is the foundation 
and future of minor hockey in our 
village. With John Cathro and Dan 
Rude at the helm of this ship, these 
kids are having a blast! They are 
embracing the Cross Ice initiative 
mandated by Hockey Canada this 
year. In Cross Ice hockey, teams 
play the width of the ice instead 
of the length, allowing for more 
puck touches, like chances to 
pass, shoot and stick-handle and 
less time spent chasing the puck 
up and down the entire rink. This 
allows for more time playing and 
less time waiting for the next shift. 

It will improve players’ skill and 
increase their enjoyment of the 
game. This team has had a few 
games and is working on attending 
a tournament.

We can’t say ‘thank you!’ 
enough to our minor hockey 
volunteers that:

• pick up and sort bottles to 
keep the sport affordable

• sit in the time-box game after 
game keeping the scoresheets in 
order and the score clock going

• lace up their skates every 
week to teach our youth lifelong 
skills

• organize team dinners, hotels, 
weekly practices, game changes, 
etc.

Without them none of this is 
possible!

Yay! to the parents who make 
it possible for their children to play 
this amazing game.

Yay! to the Village of Kaslo 
and surrounding communities 
for your ongoing support of our 
youth!

Here’s to another 35 years 

of Minor Hockey in Kaslo and 
surrounding communities!

For playoff schedules visit 
wkmha.com 

submitted
The Bantam team just hosted 

a six-team tournament on the 
weekend with teams from Salmon 
Arm, Vernon, North Okanagan, 
Kelowna and West Kelowna. 
It was a great weekend with 
Kelowna and Salmon Arm making 
it to the final on Sunday afternoon, 
with Salmon Arm winning 3-1. 

The Bantams have two more 
home games on February 12 and 
then playoffs in Trail February 

Nakusp hockey news
24-26.

The Peewee team will be 
hosting a tournament February 
3-4 with teams from Kaslo, Trail 
and Salmon Arm attending, with 
the Nakusp and Kaslo Initiation 
teams facing off for a game during 
the tournament also.

Peewee playoffs take place in 
Nelson February 17-19.

The Ini t iat ion team has 
had games against Kaslo and 
Revelstoke this year.

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  
V0G 1S0

wishes to acknowledge all the 
hard work of players, parents, 

coaches and volunteers to 
keep the game of hockey alive 

in our communities!
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The Village of 

Kaslo  celebrates 
our young hockey 

players during 
Minor Hockey 

Week

Play hard, play fair, 
have fun!

Hockey 
builds 

community!

Minor Hockey Week 
Celebrates our young 

players!
Aimee Watson

RDCK director, Area “D”

Hug a
Ref!

The Treehouse
250-353-2955

419 Front St. Kaslo

Congratulations to all the players, 
and especially to the coaches 

and parents who support 
Minor Hockey.  You always 

win with teamwork!

Kaslo Community 
Pharmacy

403 Front St • 250-353-2224

The Natural Choice
More than just a Health Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
250-353-2594

www.cornucopiakaslo.com

Proudly Supporting 
Minor Hockey!

Building Memories and 
Dreams for a Lifetime

Eric’s
Meat

Market
Salutes our National Winter 
Sport during Minor Hockey 

Week, 2017!
425 Front • Kaslo • 353-2436

Willow Home Gallery
250-353-2257

Kaslo, BC

Willow Home Gallery 
supports kids 

having fun playing 
hockey!

Thank You!
to all the parents, 
coaches and kids 
for keeping Minor 

Hockey alive in our 
community! 

Front Street 
Market

411 Front St. • Kaslo 
(250) 353-2331

Kaslo Building 
Supply

6521-Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7628
www.kaslobuilding.com

We salute our minor hockey 
players and all 

the coaches, 
officials and 

fans who work 
so hard to 

support 
them!

North Kootenay Midget House Falcons (Nakusp/Kaslo) - Back row: Ben Gardner, Cole Lythgoe, Jordan McKinney, Brendan Mcintyre, Alex Roberts, 
Anthony Maxinuk. Front row: Callum McDougall, Colton Hawes, Allison Bendis, Joseph Surina, Brayden Reardon, Justin Anderson, Brett Carr, Julian 
Enns. Absent: Cole Bendis, Avery Enns, Ryan MacDonald, Kalen Jones, Eric Vieira. Coaches: Jo Davie, Andrew Pelletier. Team manager: Kari Hascarl.

Kaslo Peewee Winter Hawks - Back row: Coach Joshua Laboucane, Zack Lamoureux, Mica Hawes, Xander Rogers, Chase McKinney, Kyler 
Surina, Evan Steinmann, Coach Shawn Ellard. Front row: Alex Shaw, Gabriel Ziegler, Landon Young, Francisco Ziegler, Conan Dwyer. Absent: 

Angus Johnson, Colton Hawes, Brett Carr, Ahma Hofmann.

Kaslo Novice Winter Hawks - Back row: Coach John Cathro, Tristyn Kirlik, Dayton Cameron, Zack Cathro, Neven Walker, Jorja Lamoureux, 
Coach Janet Pearson. Front row: Owen Prytuluk, Luke Hromadnik, Reed Cathro, Lavina Toporowski, Carson Eckland, Elliot Rude. Absent: 

Coach Dan Rude, Andrew Mathers, River Cuff.
wishes to acknowledge all the hard work of players, parents, coaches 
and volunteers to keep the game of hockey alive in our communities!
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Play hard. 
Have fun.

Drink water!

Celebrating the young 
athletes in our community!
Minor Hockey Week, 2017

510 Broadway, Nakusp, BC
250-265-3662

Pacific Inland Pole & 
Piling Co. 2004 Ltd.

Hockey helps kids 
to score life’s 

big goals!

Play Hard, Play Fair, 
Have Fun!

Enjoy Minor Hockey Week

Box Lake Lumber
Nakusp • 265-4767

Congratulations to all the 
players on a great 

season. Enjoy 
Hockey Week!

CONSTRUCTION
250-265-8503

416 Broadway • Nakusp • 250-265-3644

Celebrating all the 
young athletes in 
Nakusp & beyond.

Happy Minor Hockey 
Week 2017

Practice good sportsmanship in 
both hockey and 
life!

Galena Contractors
Nakusp • 250-265-4100
www.galenacontractors.com

Thank you to the volunteers that keep 
hockey alive in our community! 

Congratulations to all the young athletes!
Shon’s Bike & Ski
409 Broadway • Nakusp • 265-3332

Nakusp Bantam Falcons - Back row: Bailey Wallace, Jared Groenhuysen, Kimberly Roberts, Hunter Guidon, Darian Smith, Ewan Carter, Isaac 
Flamand, Coach Kyle Grenier. Front row: Max Benson, Aidan Hascarl, Ronan Goodrich, Noah Fizzard, Trinity Didier. Absent: Head Coach 

Wayne Hascarl and Safety Person Bob Wallace.

Nakusp Peewee Falcons - Back row: Head Coach Mike Smith, Kyle MacDonald, Lucas Robins, Elias Hibberson, Amelia Driedger, Thomas 
Steenhoff, Jake Flamand. Front Row: Addyson Robins, Jordis Smith, Brody Wanstall, Jake Bjarnason, Livia Hibberson, Michael Driedger, 

Maddex Sanders. Absent: Asst. Coach Keith Steenhoff, Asst. Coach Tim Talbot, Safety Matt Robins.

Nakusp Novice Falcons - Coaches Steve Gascon and Zac Wethal, On Ice Helper Kimberly Roberts. Back row: Lane Roger, Noah Wethal, 
Kayden Wanstall, Layton Gustafson, Nate Volansky, Jonah Fizzard. Front row: Timothy Roberts, Alivia Gustafson, Fisher Coleman, Jaxon 

Marchischuk, Aaron Herder, Kaitlyn Teindl, Hudson Gascon. Absent: Raya Kipkie and On Ice Helpers Dakoda Fizzard and Eric Vieira.

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline:

February 3, 
2017

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice

It pays!!!
• Call 358-7218 for details • 
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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by Katrine Campbell
• District enrollment is up by six 

students to 452, since September 30. 
Lucerne school is still awaiting the 
five Somali children from the refugee 
family moving to New Denver.

• Michael Butterfield is the new 
music teacher at both Nakusp schools. 
From Nelson, Butterfield has decades 
of music teaching experience in BC, 
and is a practicing musician as well. 

• SD 10 is the proud recipient 
of a 2016 Finalist Premiers Award 
in recognition of innovation and 
excellence implementing a Carbon 
Neutral Capital Program (CNCP) 
solar grant in 2015. 

Grade 11 and 12 students 
learned key solar industry skills 
as they installed solar panels at 
NES and LESS in October 2015, 
as documented on the district video 
gallery. 

In total, the two projects cost 
$100,000, 50% of which was 
provided by the Ministry grant. The 
district has hired an independent solar 
consultant to analyze the data and 
report on the energy production and 
savings generated by the two solar 
installations. The report is expected 
in March.

The Grade 7/8/9 class at Lucerne 
was doing the data analysis and asked 
to present in May when they had had a 
full run of seasons in which to report 
the data.

• The district received a Shoulder 
Tappers grant of $17,500, for 
enhancing skills and trades training 
opportunities. The funds will be used 
to connect students with 13 local 
tradespeople, artists, makers and 
builders through the district-wide 
Design Thinking Initiative.

The grant will enhance support 
to students with Aboriginal ancestry 
through collaboration with the 
Aboriginal Education Council and 
Elders, as well as create deep learning 
experiences with local and regional 
Aboriginal tradespeople and artists.

Coding will be integrated in 
elementary and secondary classrooms 
through partnerships with SET-BC 
and GLOWS, and teams will be 

involved in the 2017 RoboGames. 
• Integrating Environmental 

Educa t ion  wi th  the  rev i sed 
curriculum was the theme of the 
shared ALTA/District Pro-D day 
January 23. CBEEN (Columbia Basin 
Environmental Education Network) 
educator Monica Nissen facilitated 
the morning session, demonstrating 
how environmental education can be 
integrated into the revised curriculum.

A panel of teachers were to 
provide guidance, tips and ideas 
on organizing f ie ld  s tudies , 
conducting risk assessments, and 
embedding curricular outcomes 
and core competencies into field 
study trips. Experiential activities 
and opportunities to connect the 
professional learning to teaching 
practice were integrated throughout 
the day.

• Shop teachers, foods teachers, 
principals and district senior 
leadership team prepared a submission 
for a Youth Capital Trades Program 
grant to buy equipment for trades 
and technology programs at both 
high schools. A total of $15 million 
is allocated province-wide; SD 10 
asked for $549,658 the first year, 
$437,373 the second and $19,700 in 
the third year.

• The district and the local 
teachers’ union are working together 
to collect data, analyze 1996–
2002 local language in collective 
agreements, and consider the impact 
of previous class size and composition 
and committee language. With the 
recent announcement of an additional 
$50 million to be added to school 
budgets for February to June they are 
waiting for more details. The district 
estimates their share will likely pay 
for between one and 1.5 teacher FTE 
from February to June. 

• Updated school codes of 
conduct and board policies compliant 
with SOGI (Sexual Orientation and 
Gender Identity) are online on the 
district and school websites. NSS 
has an active Gay Straight Alliance 
club and members are talking with 
Village officials about the possibility 
of painting a rainbow crosswalk in 

the village.
• Dr. Susan Crichton, former 

LESS teacher and now director of 
the Innovative Learning Centre at 
UBC-Okanagan facilitated the district 
Maker Day January 4. Eighty grade 
7/8/9 students from LESS, NSS 
and Edgewood participated. The 
students worked together on a Design 
Challenge to find problems and 
solutions to natural disasters and ways 
in which nature causes challenges in 
our communities.

A panel of community experts 
including New Denver Mayor 
Ann Bunka, Nakusp Mayor Karen 
Hamling, Nakusp Fire Chief and 
Emergency Management Coordinator 
Terry Warren, and two RCMP 
members presented the challenges 
communities face in the wake of 
natural disasters such as mudslides 
and forest fires, making the design 
challenge authentic and relevant. 
Students learned hands-on skills 
and engaged in design thinking, 
created amazing prototypes and very 
engaging solutions to real world 
problems. 

• The district Changing Results 
for Young Readers (CR4YR) team 
continues to support a strong group 
of educators dedicated to improving 
success for learners in reading and 
writing. This year, eight teachers are 
on the CR team along with one of the 
UBC-WKTEP pre-service teachers. 

• Director of Learning Lorna 
Newman has arranged for two 
professional learning sessions in using 
Fresh Grade, the electronic reporting, 
ePortfolio and communication 
software. Osoyoos Elementary Vice 
Principal Jason MacAllister will 
work with interested teachers in 
late February on sound e-portfolio 
assessment practices and step-by-step 
implementation of the software. 

• Superintendent Terry Taylor 
presented two workshops and a 
paper at ICSEI, the International 
Congress of School Effectiveness 
and Improvement at the January 
6-10 conference in Ottawa. Along 
with eight other superintendents and 
University of Victoria researcher Dr. 

Catherine McGregor she presented 
SD 10 work in the Inquiring Districts 
consortium research. 

ICSEI is  an international 
conference with K-12 and post-

School District #10 receives award for solar project: Superintendent’s Report, January 10
s e c o n d a r y  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d 
practitioners from more than 80 
countries around the world sharing 
current educational research and 
practice.

by Art Joyce
Nakusp Chamber of Commerce 

President Susan Kostuch is moving 
to Fort St. James to join her husband 
this summer, opening up a vacancy 
that she hopes will attract a dedicated 
and enthusiastic person. Susan says 
she loved the job, and acknowledged 
the excellent work of past presidents 
Peter Welkerling and Dawn Devlin.

Kostuch says there’s room on the 
board for up to nine directors, and 
there will be a few vacancies to fill 
at the AGM, to be held Wednesday, 
March 1 at the Seniors Hall at 
5:30. There will be appys and two 
guest speakers: Marilyn Rivers of 
Imagine Kootenay and Community 
Futures, and Dan Trobak, marketing 
consultant for the West Koot Route.

During her one-year term, 
Susan worked on the West Koot 
Route tourism initiative, and 
continued the Chamber’s tradition 
of supporting community events like 
the Celebration of Light and Canada 
Day. She participated in Destination 
BC’s ‘Destination Development’ 
planning process. The Chamber also 
supported the new mushroom festival 
and the downtown beautification 
plan. The organization has been an 
active participant in the Common 
Agenda process unfolding in the 
community during the past couple 

Nakusp Chamber looking to fill 
vacancies at AGM on March 1

of years to determine the future 
direction of Nakusp. 

The Chamber sponsors the 
operation of the Visitor Centre, 
capably managed the past few 
years by Cedra Eichenauer. “If the 
Chamber were to stop doing that,” 
says Kostuch, “the centre would 
have to get a new sponsor, and that 
would mean running a whole year 
without funding. It’s valuable and 
important work.”

So what advice does she offer 
to those considering the position 
of Chamber president? Besides the 
basic requirement of wanting to 
serve your community, be prepared 
to hone your organizational skills. 
“I definitely had to be very aware 
of organizing materials and time 
and making sure I was prepared for 
meetings, also keeping track of what 
had happened at various meetings.” 

Kostuch is thankful that she 
served with a group that worked 
well together. “For any president it 
would be imperative to have a good 
supportive board, and I was lucky 
to have that, so hopefully that will 
be there for the next person. This 
community to me is worth spending 
the time to do that work. I’m sad to 
leave. We moved here four years 
ago – for a reason – because we 
love it here.”

submitted
The Regional District of Central 

Kootenay is warning residents to be 
vigilant as flooding in the area is on the 
rise due to the recent above-freezing 
temperatures. Homes were affected by 
flooding in the Creston area after an ice 
dam broke. 

“Rising temperatures are resulting 
in breaking ice which could lead to 
flooding and damage,” said Andrew 
Bellerby, RDCK Regional Fire Chief 
for the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay. “Please stay away from 
water and report any flooding to the 
RDCK.” 

The RDCK asks residents to prepare 
emergency plans and kits containing 
tools and items necessary to protect their 
homes and properties. In potentially 
life-threatening circumstances, the 
RDCK, with the support of Emergency 
Management BC (EMBC), may issue 
an evacuation alert or order to residents 
living in a flood hazard area. 

Any alerts or orders will be 
communicated through the RDCK’s 
emergency alert system, as well as 
posted on its website and Facebook 
page, and broadcast through local 
media. 

If you haven’t already signed up for 
the free Emergency Notification System, 
please do so at: https://rdckemergency.
connectrocket.com/ or visit the website 

RDCK worried about flooding: 
keep this info

(rdck.ca) and check out the Emergency 
Alert Quick Link on the home page. 

The district also suggests you clip 
and save the following information:

In the event of a flood emergency, 
listen to local radio stations for more 
information on sand bag locations and 
current evacuation alerts and orders. To 
report potential flooding or for more 
information call RDCK Emergency 
Coordinators: 

Kaslo & Areas D, E, F, I, J: 250-
354-5343

Nakusp/Slocan & Areas H, K: 
250-265-1920

24/7 Provincial Emergency 
Reporting Number: Emergency 
Management  BC Emergency 
Coordination Centre, 1-800-663-3456. 
Dirty or muddy water in a stream or 
lake: please report immediately!

For  information on f lood 
preparedness, how to sand bag, creating 
a personal emergency kit and current 
river flow levels from the BC River 
Forecast Centre check out www2.gov.
bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-
preparedness-response- recovery/
emergency-management-bc/flood-
protection-and-planning. 

For Kootenay Lake water levels: 
www.fortisbc.ca.

For local RDCK Flood/ Freshet 
Information News Releases (when 
applicable) please see www.rdck.bc.ca. 
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Open Thursday - 
Saturday

11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Closed Sunday - 

Wednesday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

REAL ESTATE

Bill Lander 
Realtor®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax

www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Christina Harder
Realtor®

DI’S 
ESTHETICS
FULL SERVICE 

SALON
WINLAW

250-226-7318

ESTHETICS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

CARD OF THANKS

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FREE CD AND BOOKS - A Sound that 
connects Heaven with Earth. eckankar-
bc.ca

HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about 
starting your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify 
for the Self-Employment Program, where 
you will receive ongoing business training 
and coaching and usually financial support 
while you start your business. To learn 
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THE NORTH VALLEY MOUNTAIN 
FILM FESTIVAL is now accepting 
short films and slideshows for our 2017 
event. Deadline for submissions is January 
31st, 2017. For submission guidelines 
and event information visit www.
northvalleyfilmfestival.com or email 
us at northvalleyfilmfest@gmail.com

A BIG THANK YOU to Shelagh 
Smith and Rob McLure for a wonderful 
presentation of KLUANE PARK, a Friends 
of the Langham TRAVEL Fundraiser on 
January 15. We also wish to thank people 
and North Air who offered auction items. 
And a big thank you to all the folks far and 
wide, who generously support the Langham 
Cultural Society. You make it happen!

UP CLOSE AND INTIMATE ~ Back 
by popular demand. Sold out last season! 
Exceptional events right here at home in 
the Slocan Valley. February 18, Le Cabaret 
Intime, with Laura and Paul Landsberg • 
March 11, Breakwater with Jeff Faragher 
• April 1, Bessie Wapp, In Her Own Words 
~ Original local theatre. All three for only 

$50! Vallican Whole Community Centre, 
3762 Slocan South Rd. FB/TheWhole
KOOTENAY ORGANIC GROWERS 
AGM: 18 Feb 2pm. Tea & treats provided. 
777 Baker St, Nelson (Co-op Meeting 
Room).
A LANGHAM FAREWELL and 
WELCOMING TEA. We invite everyone 
to TEA on Sunday, January 29 from 2 pm 
to 4 pm at the Langham Lobby Gallery, 
Kaslo, to wish Maggie Tchir well in her 
new life adventures and to meet our new 
Executive Director, Paul Grace-Campbell. 
Hope to see you on the 29th! Wonderful 
baked goodies and conversations! See you 
on the 29th!
NEW WORKS FROM ARTIST 
RIELLE OSWALD opening Wednesday, 
January 25, 2017 at the Kootenay Lake 
Gallery (421 Front St) in Kaslo, BC. Her 
series reflects on the imagery and meaning 
of ‘Raise A Fist.’ Show is up until February 
22, 2017. 250-353-7369.
STORYTELLING WITH LIVE MUSIC 
BY FREYA, at Passmore Lodge, Sunday 
February 12, 1-3pm. Celebrate the lives 
and culture of Slocan Valley elders with 
stories of creative aging from the new book, 

Growing Home: The Legacy of Kootenay 
Elders. Author Lee Reid will host this 
fundraiser for the Slocan Food Bank, and 
the seniors from her five valley stories 
will be guests. Photograph presentation 
with work of Rod Currie. Contact Lee: 
250-352-3870.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT: 
Saturday, February 18 at 6:30pm sharp 
at the Slocan Legion Hall, 502 Harold St. 
$30 Buy-in. Tickets at Mountain Valley 
Station in Slocan or phone 250-355-2672 
to reserve. BC Gaming rules will apply. 
The Legion welcomes members & guests.
WHAT DO OUR KIDS NEED – and can 
this community provide it? Parents and 
youth, teachers and grandparents: come 
join the next WIDE SPOT discussion. 
Sunday, January 29, at the Village Hearth 
Restaurant in New Denver. Doors open at 
3:45 for free child care (Youth Centre); 
adult and youth discussion begins at 4 pm; 
simple no-cost dinner (little kids invited) at 
5:15; Music by Freya; discussion facilitated 
by Therese DesCamp. Wide Spot is a gift 
to the community from the Turner Zion 
United Church.

RENTAL SPACES for health practitioners 
and/or small businesses in Silverton. Call 
Sue at 250-358-2177 for more information.
ONE BEDROOM CABIN for rent. 
$450.00 utilities not included. #2 -420 
Alexander Rd, Nakusp, BC. Info: 250-
265-1247.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals. 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
SNOW THROWER FOR SALE: 
Craftsman model #944.524690. 9.5 HP 
27” Two stage power propelled. $500 OBO 
in New Denver. Please call 604-788-4363.

FOR RENT

FOR SALE
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at 701 College St., St. Maries, ID 83861, 
208-245-3212 and served a copy of your 
response on the Petitioner’s attorney at 
Henry D. Madsen, 1044 Northwest Blvd., 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83814, 208-664-8080.
A copy of the Notice and Petition can be 
obtained by contacting either the Clerk of 
the Court or the attorney for the Petitioner. 
If you wish legal assistance, you should 
immediately retain an attorney to advise 
you in this matter.
Dated: January 20, 2017
Benewah County District Court

ARE ALCOHOL OR DRUGS becoming 
a major problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ALANON meetings happen in the area. For 
information on AA meetings contact in New 
Denver: 358-7158; Nakusp 265-4216; Kaslo 
353-2658; South Slocan 226-7705; Playmor 

an individual who has experience with 
supplements, organic food and healthy 
living or someone who is motivated to learn. 
Computer skills, food service experience, 
Foodsafe cert., produce experience, 
customer service experience are all assets as 
well. Drop off resumes at the store or send 
them to homegrownnakusp@gmail.com
CARE AIDE NEEDED with Care Aide 
Certificate or equivalent for mature disabled 
male. Will train. Reply with brief resume to 
Care Aide, Box 433, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0.

TO: SAMANTHA C. WISE
You have been sued by Jaybe Wise, the 
Petitioner, in the District Court in and for 
Benewah County, Idaho, Case No. CV-
07-05.
The nature of the claim against you is a 
Petition to Modify.
Any time after 21 days following the last 
publication of this notice, the court may 
enter a judgment against you without 
further notice, unless prior to that time you 
have filed a written response in the proper 
form, including the Case No., and paid any 
required filing fee to the Clerk of the Court 

ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

CLASSIFIED ADS

LARRY’S REPAIR
513 PARK AVE., SLOCAN
(formerly SLOCAN AUTO)

250-355-2632

CLEANING

We do automotive from A - Z
It’s winter, time to service your snow 

blower - Ken Hart can help
8845 Hwy 31 • Shutty Bench • 250-353-2800

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

FOUND

PETS

HEALTH

HELP WANTED

ADVERTISING

GREY & ORANGE SWEATSHIRT 
FOUND (children’s size) at the Valley 
Voice office on Merchants’ Night. Drop by 
to claim. 250-358-7218.

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD 
JOURNEY: Monday morning 9-10:15 and 
Thursday afternoon 4-5:15. Honour your 
body by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with 
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai 
massage for $50. Experience an ancient 
physiotherapy method for body/mind 
wellness. Available by appointment in the 
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel 
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/
SWEDISH RELAXATION MASSAGE 
& REIKI hands-on-healing with Agnes. 
Special intro 1.5-hour massage-$40. 29 
years experience. Reiki classes. Agnes 
Toews-Andrews 250-355-2848 www.
isismoonpublishing.com

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS: 
BURTON HISTORIC PARK AND 
CAMPGROUND Campground Operating 
Contract. The Burton Historic Campground 
& Park operating contract is up for renewal. 
The Burton Community Association (BCA) 
will be awarding a new contract for the 
coming two camp years of January 2017 
to December 2018 with the option of two 
one-year extensions. The campground 
and park is a community asset that serves 
local residents and visitors alike. Located 
in Burton, the campground is surrounded 
by beach/ lake on three sides and has 
many amenities. The operator will be 
responsible for running and maintaining 
the campground and park. The operator 
will also participate in the continuing 
development of the facility with the 
BCA. To obtain instructions for proposal 
submissions or to learn more, please send 
your request to the following email: bca@
burtoncity.ca. This opportunity to submit 
proposals expires at midnight February 
10, 2017
HOMEGROWN MARKET & JUICE 
BAR is HIRING! We are looking for 

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICES

Junction 359-7310. For on NA meetings contact 
in New Denver 358-7265. For information on 
ALANON meetings contact in New Denver 
358-7904. If you don’t get through when you 
call, please try another number.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE – 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from 
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area 
and river swims. Call now to book your 
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
IS YOUR DOG WELL BEHAVED? 
Would you like your dog to listen to you? 
Does a relaxed on-leash walk appeal to 
you? For more information, visit www.
proudofmydog.ca
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Step into Mycelium: Sat Feb 25, 10 
am-2 pm, $75, Crescent Valley Hall.
Glass Art Making: Intro to Tools and 
Safety: Sat Feb 25, 10am-11:30 am, $60. 
The first in a series to be followed by 
Beadmaking workshops in March.

DI’S ESTHETICS: Full Service Salon 
from manicures and pedicures to facials 
and lash tinting, and everything in between! 
Winter Prep Special – 15% off all services. 
Refer a friend and get 10% off your next 
service, your friend will get an additional 
10% off their first booking, too! Visit Di’s 
Esthetics Facebook page for full menu, 
prices, etc. Call for appointments: 250-
226-7318. 
SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS 
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows, 
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the 
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We also 
have lots of wood and metal doors in 
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-
399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY  – Journeyman 
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus, 
Bell, Xplornet - any dish or antenna; home 
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James, 
250-226-7236 (w), 250-505-8392 (c).
L A N D L O R D S :  F O R G E T T H E 
HASSLE.  Peace of  Mind Rental 
Management will screen applicants, collect 
the rent, inspect at regular intervals, answer 
tenants’ emergency calls, and arrange for 
repairs. 15 years of experience as landlords 
of three properties. Put our knowledge to 
work for you! 358 area only. 250-358-2119 
or kaytrin@netidea.com.

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

BONDED Journeyman carpenter • Licenced 
(Canadian) Sub-contractor • Licenced (US) Contractor. 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Nakusp Redi-Mix
serving the Kootenays since 1973

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVE WEATHERHEAD
250-265-4311 (ph) 

nakuspredimix@gmail.com

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0  Phone: 250-265-4621

email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

SERVICES

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.BC.CA

submitted
Artists in all disciplines – as well as 

arts, culture and heritage organizations 
– are invited to apply for funding 
through the Columbia Kootenay 
Cultural Alliance (CKCA), which 
delivers the Arts, Culture and Heritage 
Program on behalf of Columbia Basin 
Trust.

This year will be the 19th time the 
Trust has given the CKCA the annual 
responsibility for giving people the 
opportunity to embark on new projects, 
improve their skills, share their talents 
and more. 

For 2017/18, CKCA is receiving 
$751,000 from the Trust. Funding is 
available for individuals and groups 
through community arts councils; 
minor capital projects; touring; arts 
and heritage mentoring/master classes; 
organizational development; major 
projects; artists in education; major 
exhibitions; major heritage capital 
projects; and new heritage projects. 
Applications are adjudicated once a 
year by local arts councils and the 
CKCA Steering Committee.

“Basin residents are very proud of 
the communities they have chosen to 
call home, and access to artistic and 
cultural performances and exhibits, 
museums and archives help strengthen 
their pride of place. The Trust continues 
to support the arts, culture and heritage 
sector through a suite of programs 

Arts, culture and heritage grants now available 
delivered by our partner CKCA,” 
said Lynda Lafleur, CBT Manager of 
Community Relationships North.

Find out more and get application 
forms by visiting www.basinculture.
com, contacting your local community 

arts council or phoning CKCA at 250-
505-5505 or 1-877-505-7355.

Applications must be received by 
March 3 or March 17, 2017, depending 
on the program.

Columbia Basin Trust supports 

efforts to deliver social, economic and 
environmental benefits to the residents 
of the Columbia Basin. To learn more 
about Trust programs and initiatives, 
visit www.ourtrust.org or call 1-800-
505-8998.

submitted
The Canada Revenue Agency’s 

Community Volunteer Income Tax 
Program (CVITP) is celebrating 46 
years of helping individuals prepare 
their income tax and benefit returns. 
CVITP volunteers help complete over 
half a million tax returns every year for 
individuals who have a modest income 
and a simple tax situation.

The program is once again seeking 
community organizations to host tax 
preparation clinics in communities 
throughout British Columbia. It is also 
looking for volunteers to prepare tax 
returns. Individuals must be willing 
to work with their local community 
organization and have a basic 
understanding of income tax.

Community organizations and 
their volunteers have offered free tax 
preparation clinics in various locations 
including schools, churches, seniors’ 
residences, and nursing homes. 
Community organizations find the 
program an excellent way to reach out 
to seniors, students, and newcomers to 
Canada.

Volunteers needed to lend a hand at tax time
“The program relies on the 

commitment of community organizations 
to host tax clinics, and their volunteers 
who, as members of the community, 
have volunteered their time and effort to 
help others,” says Zubie Vuurens, CRA 
CVITP Coordinator. “Helping members 
of your community prepare and file their 
tax returns ensures these individuals 

receive the benefits and credits they’re 
entitled to without interruptions.”

The CRA offers free training and 
tax preparation software to community 
organizations and their volunteers. 
Training sessions start in January. For 
more information, please call 1-888-
805-6662, or visit the website at cra.
gc.ca/volunteer.

submitted
Celebra te  Canada’s  150th 

anniversary with up to $150,000 for 
your community project through Co-op 
Community Spaces.

Co-op Community Spaces supports 
projects in Western Canada dedicated to 
recreation, environmental conservation 
and urban agriculture with funding 
between $25,000 and $150,000, up from 
$100,000 in 2016. Co-op will increase 
total funding to $2 million in 2017, up 
from $1.5 million last year.

“The need to support community-
led initiatives remains high in light of 
the economic slowdown in Western 
Canada,” said Vic Huard, Executive 
Vice-President of Strategy at Federated 

Co-op boosts program funding to $150K
Co-operatives Limited (FCL). “Co-op 
will continue to give back and invest in 
our communities. Co-op Community 
Spaces provides the opportunity to 
celebrate Western Canadian communities 
and the efforts of the people behind 
important local projects.”

The program was launched in 2015 
to help protect, beautify and improve 
local spaces. Since then, it has provided 
$2.5 million to 37 projects, including 
parks, greenhouses and sports fields. 
Administered by FCL on behalf of the 
Co-operative Retailing System (CRS), 
registered non-profit organizations, 
registered charities or community service 
co-operatives are invited to apply online 
between Feb. 1 and March 1, 2017.
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KASLO SEARCH AND RESCUE 
WISHES TO THANK ALL OF THE 

SPONSORS OF THE KASLO 
RESCUE BOAT PROJECT! 

Province of BC/ BC Gaming 
Corporation, Columbia Basin Trust, 
RDCK Area D/ Village of Kaslo, 
Grizzly Bear Ranch, Settle Holdings, Ace Building 
Supply (Kaslo Building Supply), Hamill Creek 
Timber Homes, Selkirk Cat Skiing, Old English Car 

Club Kootenay, and a Special thank you 
to Jones Boys Boats and ThunderJet 

Boats for working together 
with us on this great project.

submitted
The Slocan Ramblers – who are from 

Toronto, not the Valley – will play the 
Langham in Kaslo February 28 as part 
of their Western Canada tour.

After spending more than three 
months on tour in the US last year, playing 
sold-out shows in Colorado, earning 
standing ovations in places like Los 
Angeles, and performing and teaching 
at some of America’s biggest bluegrass 
festivals, the Slocan Ramblers were 
feeling both high and lonesome like never 
before. So the award-winning young 
bluegrass outfit decided to open 2017 
with a series of concerts closer to home.

The Slocans will spend February 

and March touring the Western provinces 
and premiering new music from a 
forthcoming, as-yet unscheduled, new 
album. Audiences will note the theme 
of homesickness in several new original 
numbers, including Adrian Gross’ 
‘Who’ll be There for You but Me?’ 
and Frank Evans’ appropriately-titled 
‘Mighty Hard Road.’ The band has also 
been reimagining songs from the vaults 
of old Appalachia, where much pain and 
suffering was translated into song. Plus, 
there will be plenty of favourites from the 
band’s much-lauded 2015 album, Coffee 
Creek, which earned a Canadian Folk 
Music Award nomination this past fall 
and a 9/10 rating from Exclaim.

The Slocans have opened for Steve 
Martin’s bluegrass band, and their 
performance of ‘Abide with Me’ on 
the Vision TV special ‘God’s Greatest 
Hits’ caught the attention of Don Cherry, 
who talked up the band during Coaches’ 
Corner on Hockey Night in Canada. 

All one-time students of the Humber 
College music program, the Slocan 
Ramblers were named for the historic 

mine near Retallack – bassist Alastair 
Whitehead spent his summers in the 
Slocan Valley. They have built a reputation 
on their fresh, innovative approaches to 
the genre: fiddle-free arrangements of 
guitar, banjo, mandolin and bass; nods 
to Woodie Guthrie and Roy Acuff; 
subtle shades of the trans-Atlantic sound 
(Southern folk meets Celtic); and divine 
originals that draw on some decidedly 

The Slocan Ramblers come home to Canada 
non-traditional inspiration – such as a visit 
to the Sea of Galilee.

At the end of the day though, what 
truly sets the Slocan Ramblers apart 
is the sizzling-hot playing of its four 
instrumental wizards: Gross on mandolin, 
Darryl Poulsen on guitar, Whitehead 
on bass and Evans on three-finger and 
clawhammer banjo. Their crowd-pleasing 
live show is not to be missed.

submitted by the RDCK
Mixed waste tipping fees will 

increase in the Central and West 
subregions as of April 1, 2017.

For the West subregion, mixed waste 
tipping fees have been increased $5/
tonne ($2.00/m3) from $85/tonne to $90/
tonne ($22/m3). The facilities affected 
by this increase are: Ootischenia and 
Nakusp landfills, and Rosebery, Slocan, 
Burton, and Edgewood transfer stations.

For the Central subregion, mixed 
waste tipping fees have been increased 
$15/tonne ($4/ m3) to $100/tonne ($24/
m3), aligning with current tipping fees 
at Grohman Narrows Transfer Station. 
The facilities affected by this increase 
are: Balfour, Central (Salmo), Kaslo, 
Marblehead, and Ymir transfer stations.

Tipping fees for compacted waste, 
controlled waste, asbestos, bulky waste, 
noxious weeds which have not been 
source separated, and reusable products 
have also increased accordingly.

There have been no changes to 
tipping fees for the East subregion 
landfill and transfer stations located on 
the East Shore and in the Creston Valley.

“The RDCK Resource Recovery 
program relies primarily on both tipping 
fee revenue and tax requisition to 
maintain our network of facilities and 
services”, says Ann Bunka, chair of 
the RDCK Joint Resource Recovery 

Mixed waste tipping fees increase
Committee. “In determining a balance 
between these two primary sources of 
funds for waste and recycling services 
the RDCK Board must consider many 
different financial, environmental, and 
practical factors.”

The RDCK promotes a ‘user pay’ 
principle for setting tipping fees. ‘User 

pay’ is more fair and transparent and 
places the cost burden of waste disposal 
on those who place the greatest demands 
on the waste system. As well, it provides 
greater financial incentives for waste 
diversion and reduces the need to support 
Resource Recovery services through 
taxation.

submitted by RCMP
A 32-year-old female backcountry 

skier from Anchorage, Alaska has died 
as a result of injuries sustained while 
trapped in an avalanche near Ymir.

At approximately 9 am on January 
21, the woman was backcountry skiing 
near Qua Peak in Ymir, about 20 minutes 
south of Nelson, with two other skiers. 
All three were experienced, equipped, 
and had avalanche training. This was 
their last day of skiing after being in the 
area for about a week.

While descending a slope, the snow 

Backcountry skier dies in avalanche near Ymir
broke way, causing a large avalanche. 
All three were trapped. They were able 
to deploy their inflatable avalanche bags. 
Two of the skiers located each other 
and searched for their friend. Utilizing 
their beacons, they located her within 
minutes, half buried and unresponsive. 
They radioed for help and the female was 
transported by helicopter into Nelson, 
where she was pronounced dead.

The victim’s family has been advised 
and Nelson RCMP are continuing to 
assist the BC Coroner Service. Victim 
Services is being offered.

Sharon Block receives the Champion for Literacy Award from the Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy. 
Sharon is truly a literacy champion. She served six years as the Area H Nelson Public Library trustee, 

and worked hard to ensure the library referendum took place in the south valley. Winlaw School secretary 
and library clerk, Sharon provides literacy support throughout the community. She was presented with the 

award by Penny Tees, CBAL coordinator, at the Passmore Lodge library outreach day January 18. 


