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Nakusp Rotary Club lights up the Waterfront Walkway

by Jan McMurray
T h e N a k u s p Wa t e r f r o n t
Walkway can now be enjoyed by
night as well as by day. The Nakusp
Rotary Club’s Waterfront Lighting
project is complete, making an
evening stroll along the walkway a
very pleasurable experience.
Despite the bitter cold on the
evening of December 17, quite a
crowd turned out for the Waterfront
Lighting Celebration. After a few
words from Rotary Club President
Dan Nicholson, Nakusp Mayor
Karen Hamling, and Candace
Weimer of Artistic Lighting, several
people walked the length of the
walkway and checked out the 144
lights along the way.
Candace Weimer and Jordy
Olsoff of Artistic Lighting in
Kelowna designed and installed the
lighting. In an interview, Weimer said
they used LED, low voltage lights,
and most are dark sky compliant so
as not to interfere with star gazing.
If placed properly, she said the LED
lights give off the same amount of
light as incandescents, and they use
much less power. “This project will
cost $250 per year in power charges,
so it’s the way to go for municipal
projects.”
Although colour lighting was
under consideration, Weimer
explained that no suitable colour
product was available. The lights
they used have a 15-year warranty,
whereas colour lights were only
warrantied for one year.
The Village has agreed to take
on the power costs and maintenance
of the lights. At the celebration, a
plaque dedicating the project to the
community and thanking donors was
unveiled. The plaque stands at the
marina end of the walkway.
“This project is a perfect example
of everyone working together to
make it happen,” said Weimer.
“We worked with Mayumi and
Kees and Len and Laurie from the
Rotary Club, Terry Welsh from

the municipality, and electrical
contractors – Dave Hanson was our
go to guy when it came to electrical
issues.” 8,800 feet of electrical line
had to be buried, and the Village
crew cut through the pavement for
the sidewalk crossings.
This was the most complicated
project Weimer and Olsoff had ever
designed. “We’ve installed more
lights on a project before, but the
design took many hours. We had a lot
to think about – where the light was
going, how much they were going
to spray, keeping them safe because
they’re in a public space. There are
six different styles of lights down
there – down lights, cross lights, up
lights, shadowing, and the sculpture.
All the knowledge and experience
we have went into that design.”
For the Nakusp Rotary Club, the
project took two and a half years.
The idea to light up the waterfront
originally came from Rotarians
Laurie Lounsbury and Len Balogh,
and was championed by Mayumi van
der Pol. Mayumi contacted Artistic
Lighting, and they agreed to come
to Nakusp and do a demonstration
at no charge. Representatives from
Village council and CBT, and
Ray Nikkel, who designed the
waterfront walkway, were all invited
to the demo at Spicer Garden in the
summer of 2014.
“Everyone liked it, so we raised
the $50,000 we needed,” Mayumi
said, “and then we found out that we
didn’t have a source of power. We
had to set up three kiosks to supply
power to the waterfront. I was so
discouraged because that doubled
the budget and I didn’t know where
to find another $50,000.”
Most of that shortfall came from a
$30,000 CBT Community Initiatives/
Affected Area Funding grant, thanks
to the huge community support
on voting day. The project was
funded with grants from NACFOR,
the Nakusp and Area Community
Foundation, Rec Commission No.

4, the RDCK, Rotary District, and
cash and in-kind donations from
several local businesses and the
Village. The Nakusp Rotary Club
contributed more than $6,000, and
Artistic Lighting donated $6,500 in
kind. “Because it was a municipal
project and publicly funded, and a
non-profit group was taking the lead,
we thought we should contribute as
well,” said Weimer.
Weimer encourages other
municipalities to consider projects
similar to the Nakusp Waterfront
Lighting project. “The real reason
we’re out there is for Nakusp
residents to enjoy the amazing
beauty they have all around them,
and to attract more residents and
tourists to the waterfront at night.

Nakusp has so many beautiful things
to offer, and this just adds to what the

community has to offer to the rest of
the world.”

Nakusp’s Waterfront Walkway has been lit up, thanks to the efforts of the Nakusp Rotary Club.

Nakusp Mayor Karen Hamling receives a symbolic gift of light from Rotarian Lori Lounsbury at the December 17 ceremony to celebrate the
completion of Nakusp Rotary Club’s Waterfront Lighting project. Rotary president Dan Nicholson stands in the background.
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Regional Districts collaborate to establish EV charging stations
by Art Joyce
With electric vehicles (EVs)
finally beginning to come within
the price reach of middle class
consumers, three Regional Districts
are collaborating to establish a
network of charging stations across
the Kootenays. The two-year $1
million project is part of an EV
strategy on the part of the Regional
Districts of Kootenay Boundary
(RDKB), Central Kootenay (RDCK)
and East Kootenay (RDEK).
Slocan Valley Legacy Fund
2017 Grants
Are Now Available!
Thanks to the support of Kootenay
Savings Credit Union, we have
$12,000 for the 2017 granting cycle,
with grants of up to $4,000 for each
project.
Guidelines for the granting
process, as well as applications,
are now available online, at www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com. Grant
applications are due by March 10,
2017.

Funding was provided by the RDEK,
Columbia Basin Trust, BC Hydro,
and FortisBC.
“While increased adoption
of electric vehicles by Kootenay
residents will reduce our
transportation emissions and support
local climate action commitments,
electric vehicles are also the future
of travel,” said Rob Gay, Chair of
the RDEK. “They will save residents
money on fuel and provide a superior
driving experience through our
beautiful region.”
EV charging stations will be
built to link Cranbrook to Golden on
Highway 95 as well as connecting
the Okanagan with the Crow’s
Nest Pass to Alberta via Highway
3. There will be a limited number
of ‘fast chargers’ that can charge a
car battery in about 15 minutes. “So
essentially you’d be stopping for
the same amount of time as you’d
be stopping for at a gas station,”
says Megan Lohmann, Community
Energy Manager for the RDEK.
The network will also include 40
‘level 2’ chargers that take 4-6 hours
to charge a battery bank. The Slocan
Valley will likely get two of these
chargers. Elevation and temperature

Village of
New Denver
PUBLIC NOTICES
INFORMATION SESSION –
COMMUNITY HALLS

Residents of New Denver are invited to attend an open house
to learn about the outcomes of the two recent structural
assessments done on the Knox Hall and the Bosun Hall.
Steven Thomson, Principal Engineer from 9dot Engineering
Inc. will be presenting the results of the structural assessments
and will be available to answer questions directly related to the
contents of the two reports.

affects EV batteries and the charging
network has taken this into account,
so that even in minus 10 or 20 you’ll
still be able to reach your destination.
“Basically they’re sited
strategically where we can maximize
connectivity,” says Lohmann. “The
nice thing about them is that someone
will be in your community for a few
hours while charging, so maybe
they can visit a local restaurant
or if you’re in New Denver go
for a paddle on the lake. Ideally
they can bring some benefit to the
community by spending money there
and eventually encourage people
to feel comfortable purchasing an
EV. We’d like to see one in every
municipality eventually.”
Although the Tesla corporation
already has ‘superchargers’ installed
all along Highway 1 from Vancouver
through Banff, these stations are
proprietary, meaning only Tesla
EVs can use them. Lohmann says
the Regional Districts wanted to

install an infrastructure that would be
universally useable by EV owners,
whether they own a Tesla, Nissan
Leaf or Chevy Volt. The Volt –
actually a hybrid, not a full EV – has
a 100-kilometre range per charge,
or up to 420 miles (675 km) with
a full charge and a full tank of gas.
Nissan’s new Leaf EV claims a
driving range of 175 kilometres.
Tesla makes only full EVs and
says its Model S family sedan has a
maximum range of 270 miles (434
km). Obviously this is affected by
many variables, including speed,
road grades and temperature.
The regional EV strategy
includes a liaison with car dealers
in the Kootenays to ensure they have
an adequate supply of EVs for sale.
“We want to do a lot of marketing
and education of the communities,”
says Lohmann. “There’s a different
knowledge base required for service
staff, so there’s a bit of a learning
curve there.”

Tesla’s first two models – the
S and the X – retailing at around
$100,000, have been beyond the
reach of most consumers. This year
they plan to bring their mass-market
model, the Tesla 3, into production
at an average retail cost of $35,000,
about the same as a Chevy Volt.
About 400,000 pre-orders have
already been placed for the Model
3, with an estimated wait time of
up to two years. Its driving range
per charge is estimated at 215 miles
(346 km).
Lohmann says the EV network
is the logical extension of the
investment Regional Districts have
made in the past decade in reducing
our carbon footprint. “We’re quite
vehicle dependent in the Kootenays,
so if we’re to get our emissions down
then transitioning to cleaner vehicles
is our best option.”
Installation will begin in
the spring with the full network
scheduled for completion by fall.

by Jan McMurray
Phase V of the Arrowtarian
Rotary Villa seniors’ housing project
in Nakusp is going ahead, thanks
to provincial funding of $750,000
through BC Housing.
Earl Frerichs, president of the
Arrowtarian Senior Citizens Society,
says he expects the total project cost
to be well over $1 million, so there
will be a lot more fundraising ahead.
The three-storey building will
consist of nine one-bedroom suites,
approximately 500 square feet
each, and a storage room, a scooter
storage room, and a laundry room.
There will be no common room
and no basement. The suites will be
considered moderate-cost housing.
Drawings are underway by
Bourcet Engineering in Kelowna, a
firm with quite a bit of experience

with BC Housing projects, and should
be ready by April. Frerichs says they
hope construction will start June
2017 and be completed December
2019. The society is aiming to have
a ground-breaking ceremony during
the Rotary Convention that is being
held in Nakusp in May.
“I think the board is enthusiastic
about the project, although a bit
apprehensive because it’s a big
undertaking and a big risk, but
everyone wants to see more seniors’
housing,” Frerichs said.
According to Better at Home,
Frerichs says roughly one-third of
the population from Edgewood to
Nakusp is over 65. “The oldest baby
boomers turned 70 this year, and
most of our tenants are between 70
and 80,” he said.
The Phase V building will be

constructed on a lot that currently
has a house on it that the society
rents out. The renters are fully
prepared to move, Frerichs says,
and the society will help them find a
new place, hopefully a Rotary Villa
suite. An environmental assessment
has to be done on the house, and any
hazardous materials such as asbestos
must be removed before the house is
demolished. Frerichs says this will
cost $25,000 to $50,000, a cost they
didn’t anticipate.
The society has $170,000 saved
up for the project, will receive a
CBT grant, will get a mortgage
of about $300,000, and will be
looking to raise about $200,000
locally, Frerichs says. Donations are
graciously accepted, and the society
issues tax receipts.
Frerichs explains that the
$750,000 from the BC government
is not a grant, but a forgivable loan.
This means the government can ask
for it all back anytime during the first
10 years. After 10 years, they take
1/25 of the balance off every year
for the next 25 years. “So it will take
35 years to erase that forgivable debt
from our record,” he said.
Phase V will bring the total
number of units in the Villa to 52,
with 19 suites of low cost housing,
19 suites of moderate cost housing,
and 14 suites of higher cost housing.
The society has existed for almost
50 years, and owns all but three lots
in the Rotary Villa block between
7th and 8th Avenues and 2nd and
3rd Streets. Their property and
improvements are worth over $2
million.

Rotary Villa Phase V seniors’ housing project set to start this spring

WHEN: 7:00 pm, Monday, January 23, 2017
WHERE: Bosun Hall – 710 Bellevue Street, New Denver, BC
PDF copies of both of the structural assessment reports are
available on the Village’s website at www.newdenver.ca/
documents/reports-and-studies and a printed copy can also
be viewed at the Village Office between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.,
weekdays except statutory holidays.

DOG LICENCE RENEWAL REMINDER
Dog owners in the Village of New Denver are reminded that
all dogs residing in the Village of New Denver are required to
have a current dog licence, which can be obtained from the
Village Office. In accordance with the Village of New Denver’s
Animal Control Bylaw, residents of New Denver are reminded
that there is a $15.00 reduction in the licence fees, if the licence
for the current year is purchased prior to January 31st or within
30 days of the date that the owner first comes into possession
of the dog.

2017 BUDGET NOTICE
In accordance with Section 166 of the Community Charter, the
Council of the Village of New Denver invites public consultation
in the preparation of the Village’s 2017 Five Year Financial Plan.
Council welcomes public input from residents of the Village with
regards to items they would like to see addressed in the budget.
To ensure Council’s consideration please submit your
comments to the Village of New Denver Municipal Office no
later than 4:00 pm on Friday, January 27, 2017.

Wishes only the best for our regional community in 2017!
The Valley Voice is still going strong, thanks to you! Very big thanks to our readers,
advertisers, contributors, subscribers and voluntary subscribers.
We ask for your continued support in 2017:
• Consider a voluntary subscription – a contribution towards our cost of delivering the Valley
Voice to your mailbox. Suggested amount is $10 - $30.
• Tell our advertisers that you saw their ad in the Valley Voice.
• Advertise with us.
• Keep submitting those letters and articles.
Proud to be producing an independently and locally owned regional community newspaper
in the West Kootenay!

Invest in your business!
Advertise in the Valley
Voice!
Call 250-358-7218 for
details
or email us
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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Bears euthanized in Burton and Kaslo in December
by Jan McMurray
The bear season continued right
up to the end of December, keeping
the Conservation Officer Service
(COS) busier than they’d like to be
during hunting season.
“It was non-stop this year,” said
Sergeant Cynthia Mann of the COS.
“When you throw in the other things
in our mandate, we were run ragged
in the hunting season because we
were still dealing with bears.”
On December 28, Conservation
Officer Nathan Smienk attended
Herb and Sharon Dumont’s residence
in Burton to shoot a two-yearold male black bear that had been
hanging around the community all
month, according to Herb. The bear
was shot in the Dumonts’ fenced
orchard.
“This will be a big relief for

everyone around Burton,” Dumont
said. “The bear was skin and bones,
and was wounded. There were
a lot of sightings in Burton. We
were persistent and finally got the
Conservation Officer and an RCMP
officer out here to euthanize it.”
Herb reports that he and Sharon
called the COS on December 26. An
RCMP officer attended, and along
with a neighbour with a rifle, an
unsuccessful attempt was made to
shoot the bear. CO Smienk came out
two days later.
Sergeant Mann confirmed that
the bear was limping and had poor
body condition. “He had no fat
storage and because he was an
older bear, he wasn’t a candidate for
rehabilitation,” she said.
The Northern Lights Wildlife
Rehabilitation Centre generally

accepts only cubs of the year.
Mann also reported that a cub
of the year was euthanized in Kaslo
just before Christmas. Again, the cub
had no fat storage. “The decision
to euthanize an animal is not taken
lightly,” she said. “We make our
decisions in conjunction with the
wildlife biologist here. None of the
officers like to do it; sometimes the
situation just requires it. Some of
the cubs of the year are not good
candidates for rehab.”
Mann said they ear tagged a
couple of last year’s cubs and released
them, and one was sent to Northern
Lights. “We were sending bears to
Northern Lights in December,” she
said. “Over the season, more than a
dozen bears were sent to the rehab
centre from the West Kootenay. Most
were sent in August and September.”

Initiative petition launched to ensure
no strikes or lockouts in ambulance service
by Jan McMurray
Josh Henshaw, a paramedic
from Victoria, doesn’t believe the
ambulance service should be subject
to any service disruptions, and
has launched an initiative petition
process in an effort to make it so.
The initiative petition process,
unique to BC, allows a registered
voter to propose a new law or
amendments to an existing BC law.
The voter must collect signatures
from 10% of the registered voters
in each of the province’s electoral
districts for an initiative petition
to succeed. This process was used
successfully to end the HST in
2010. Of the nine initiative petition
applications approved by the Chief
Electoral Officer in BC, only the
HST one has been successful.
Henshaw’s initiative proposes
that paramedics, ambulance workers
and ambulance dispatchers be
moved out of their current collective
bargaining structure, where strikes
and lockouts can happen, and be
placed under the Fire and Police
Services Collecting Bargaining Act.
“The Fire and Police Services
Collective Bargaining Act is a
piece of legislation that says if
you negotiate with your employer
and can’t come to an agreement,
an arbitrator will come in and the
arbitrator’s decision is binding, so
there can be no service interruptions
– no strikes, no lockouts. I believe it’s
absolutely in the public’s interest for
paramedics, ambulance workers and
dispatchers to be under there because
there shouldn’t be any strikes or
lockouts with such an important
service.”
Currently, ambulance workers
are in the Facilities Bargaining
Association under the Health
Authorities Act. “The fundamental
problem here is that we don’t
belong in the Facilities Bargaining
Association. The Facilities
Bargaining Association is sort of a
catch-all in the Health Authorities Act
– there’s over 270 job classifications
in there and they’re mostly hospital
support staff like maintenance staff,
activity aids, admitting and booking
clerks, and cleaning staff. So when

we go to bargain in such a large
and multifaceted group, it’s fairly
dysfunctional bargaining, and creates
situations where strikes and lockouts
can happen. We represent less than
10% of that bargaining group. At one
point, they voted 94% for a strike
mandate, and so being a minority
in that group, it doesn’t matter what
we vote. If the larger group votes to
strike, the BC Ambulance Service
is on strike.”
Henshaw was touring the
Kootenays last weekend, signing up
canvassers. The canvassers’ job will
be to get signatures from 10% of the
voters in each electoral district in the
province by April 10.
“We’ve got great support from
our members, but we’ve also also
got broader community support,” he
said. “Lots of members are signing
up friends and family members
to be canvassers, and community
members are signing up to canvas,
as well.”
Henshaw says if they get “that
magical number of 10% of voters
from each electoral district,” the
government can either amend the law
as proposed or refer the proposal to
a province-wide vote like they did
with the HST.
“We’ve got 90 days starting
Monday, January 9 so we’ve got
till April 10 [to get signatures from
10% of voters from each electoral

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

district]. We’re in a great position
because we have members across the
province in every community, and
they are generally trusted members
of the community. And we’re not
asking for a lot; we just want to be
included in the proper legislation to
protect the public from any service
interruptions. When you phone 911,
you are asked if you want police,
fire or ambulance, so we should be
under the same legislation that keeps
all those services running.”

Mann reported that no Dangerous
Wildlife Protection Orders (DWPOs)
were issued this season, and violation
tickets were issued in connection to
one incident only, in Mirror Lake,
where a mother and her two cubs
were shot by a resident.
“We do have those tools, where
we can issue orders to clean up
[attractants] and we can issue
violation tickets, but we prefer to
try and work on education,” said
Mann. “A lot of the time, people are
not aware that the bird feeder is a bad
attractant in the summer, for example.
If we had chronic offenders, I think
we would be looking at stepping up
our enforcement.”
Mann also emphasized that
it is not an offence to shoot bears
in defense of yourself and your
livestock. “Landowners have the
right to shoot bears that are being a
menace, but they must report to us
immediately,” she said. “We had lots
of people phone us to say they’d shot
a bear. When we get calls like that,
we listen to the circumstances, and
99% of the time, they are warranted
and valid.” She said that when they
are not, COs often give warnings
rather than issue tickets.
Mann explained that public

3
safety is the priority for the COS.
“When we had the volume of calls
we had this year, we are trying to
respond to public safety issues.
We are not trying to protect fruit
trees. And given how busy it was,
enforcement was not the priority.”
Mann added that they had very
few garbage calls in 2016. The grand
majority of calls were about bears
in fruit and nut trees. “The garbage
calls are the ones that are a bit easier
to lean more towards enforcement,”
she said. “It’s very difficult for us to
go into a community that’s trying to
do everything right and order one
person to clean up their fruit when
there’s fruit all over the place. We
didn’t feel that was appropriate this
year.”

SHELLEY BORTNICK,
MSW, RSW
Individual, couple and
family therapist
25+ years experience

Offers counselling services involving
mental health (depression, anxiety,
etc.), addictions, grief and loss,
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call

250-265-3397

Old Fire Hall Collective Society
AGM
January 18, 2017 • 6:30 pm at the old fire hall
90 – 5th Ave. N.W. Nakusp
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Thanks for Nakusp
waterfront lighting

Kudos to the Rotary Club of Nakusp
on the installation of the delightful
waterfront lighting. They are effective
and subtle. Highlighting some of the
specimen trees and the Fujibayashi
sculpture is a wonderful idea and
enhances the whole walkway. It is
gratifying to see the principles of the
International Dark Sky Association
being honoured and light pollution
limited. Well done, all who made this
happen. Thank you.
Molly Bell and Ray Nikkel
Nakusp

What is bear-safe
composting?

Composting comes naturally to
bears – they are experts at it in their
own habitats.
I do not see why we cannot help
assure their food supply in those habitats,
so that they can remain safely in them.
They came down into the village
where we have plenty. Why don’t we
just figure out how to get them what they
need, where they are?
Can’t we plant fruit trees closer to
them so they don’t have to come looking
for it here?
How much of it goes to waste? The
Jam Factory is not in danger of reopening
soon, is it?
RC Weintraub
New Denver

Hopeful signs
in the new year

To usher in the new year, here are
some hopeful signs that we really are
implementing ways to stabilize the
planet.
1. News comes that with rising taxes
on gas emissions, Sweden’s fell 22%
from 1990 to 2013 while their economy
grew 58%. Economy grows as use of
fossil fuels goes down!
2. Shell Alberta’s Quest program,
helped by the federal government, has
built a facility for carbon capture and
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storage, saving on reducing Shell’s
carbon pricing, and a Shell executive
has stated that Shell should “stick with
a carbon tax.” Industry buys in!
3. Edmonton Mayor Iveson sees
jobs coming from carbon pricing. Jobs!
That’s the best news!
Happy New Year to us all!
Marylee Banyard
Nelson

Comment on Site C

The continued construction of the
Site C dam is hanging by a thread within
the BC NDP platform.
Leader John Horgan said the
BC NDP could vote against further
expansion of the Site C Dam if the BC
Utilities Commission, an independent
regulatory body that reviews electrical
capital projects, says it’s not in the
public interest. Former NDP premier,
Mike Harcourt, called Site C a “disaster”
destined to go way over the $9 billion
tax-funded budget, encouraging Horgan
to campaign on a promise to kill the
project. Green leader Andrew Weaver
said various independent studies have
shown it is fiscally reckless to proceed
with Site C. The BC Liberals have
declined to refer the Site C project to
the BC Utilities Commission for review.
Why? Smells stinky…
If BC Hydro is privatized, the
impounded water behind the Site C dam
will be considered a water commodity
by NAFTA. The massive water export
scheme, NAWAPA, to transport water to
the US, is still very much in process. This
reality makes it all the more important
that we BC residents know of Horgan’s
commitment regarding the Site C dam
project and the NDP stance on the
privatization of public utilities.
Unfortunately, Horgan says there
must be an expedited review of the Site C
project by the BC Utilities Commission
AFTER the next election, not BEFORE
(if the NDP wins). Surely the BC Utilities
Commission can publicly release a
scientifically and economically rigorous
report for all concerned voters to
review before the 2017 May election.
Knowledgeable voters find Horgan’s

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers. Letters and articles should be no longer than
500 words and may be edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted
material. Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include
your address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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lack of commitment exasperating, as we
see the project as so egregious it must
be stopped.
Presently, Horgan is trying to
promote his leadership profile; however,
his waffling on the Site C dam is
reminiscent of Adrian Dix’s flip-flop on
the Kinder-Morgan pipeline.
Will he or won’t he? Why would I
vote for a ‘maybe’?
Susan Eyre
Yahk

Gender fluidity issues

Recently passed Bill C-16
essentially adds gender identity and
gender expression to the list of protected
categories under the Human Rights
Code. This seems innocuous, but within
the details of the legislation lies a road
map towards a future in which holding
onto certain views based in reality,
such as there are biological differences
between males and females, will likely
become illegal.
The definition of gender identity on
the Department of Justice website reads,
in part: “Gender identity is each person’s
internal and individual experience of
gender. It is their sense of being a woman,
a man, both, neither, or anywhere along
the gender spectrum.” The nonsensical
second sentence removes the notion of
gender identity from any sort of scientific
or biological underpinnings and flings
the door wide open to literally an infinite
number of possible gender identities,

including non-human (watch Theryn
Meyer YouTube video: “This is What
a Woman Looks Like in 2016” (strong
language), and Steven Crowder YouTube
videos: “52-Year-Old Transgender Man
Becomes 6-Year-Old Girl?” and “TransSpecies! It’s Here. Girl Claims ‘Born a
Cat’”). With gender identity thus defined,
there are no grounds by which to deny
any absurd claim, and to refuse to play
along is now probably illegal. I think this
is the sort of coerced denial of reality that
is warned about in the age-old story of
“The Emperor’s New Clothes.”
Children of all ages are being
indoctrinated into this ideology to
varying degrees within our school
systems. The Alberta Teachers
Association (ATA) is promoting use
of the animated “gender unicorn” for
teaching gender fluidity ideas to children,
is advocating for the removal of gender
specific terms like boy, girl, mother and
father from language in the schools, and
is encouraging students and educators
to engage in LGBTQ activism (read the
ATA document “PRISM: Toolkit for
safe and caring discussions about sexual
and gender minorities”). Indoctrinating
young children into this kind of ideology
will no doubt cause harm to some.
In addition to embracing (and
possibly encouraging) the feelings
of a child who may be experiencing
gender confusion, some educators are
suggesting children explore the possible
use of sex hormones to modify their

bodies’ appearance more towards the
opposite sex. The American College
of Pediatricians has recently issued
a position statement about this, titled
“Gender Ideology Harms Children.”
They state that using puberty blockers
and cross-sex hormones are dangerous,
that most gender-confused children
eventually accept their biological sex
after naturally passing through puberty
and that “conditioning children into
believing that a lifetime of chemical and
surgical impersonation of the opposite
sex is normal and healthful is child
abuse.”
Wa l t H e y e r , a 7 5 - y e a r old transsexual who counsels
transgender people, points out that
the only other group with comparably
high suicide rates to transsexuals
are schizophrenics; that 25% of
transsexuals are schizophrenic; that
according to suicide.org, 90% of
suicides are the result of untreated
mental illness; that there is no reduction
in the transsexual suicide rate following
sex re-assignment surgery; and that
ignoring these issues is not helping the
suicide rate (watch Steven Crowder
YouTube video “Former Transgender
Exposes Trans Movement!”).
If, after viewing this information,
you are similarly concerned and want
to discuss the implications, feel free to
email me at kevin.cs@telus.net.
Kevin Shaw
Winlaw
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Property assessment notices in the mail
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submitted
This month, the owners of more
than 143,000 properties throughout
the Kootenay Columbia region will
receive their 2017 assessment notices
which reflect market value as of July
1, 2016.
“The majority of residential home
owners within the region can expect
an increase, compared to last year’s
assessment,” says Ramaish Shah,
Deputy Assessor for the Kootenay
Columbia region. “There are some
markets that have moved more than

others. Nelson, for instance, has seen
strong demand for housing over the
past year. Some areas have seen a
decrease in demand as well, and this
is reflected in the current assessed
values.”
BCAA looks at what properties
were assessed for last year and, when
sales figures come in, whether they
were above or below that assessment.
If below, assessors decrease values; if
above, they increase values. A change
within 10 per cent is considered stable.
In areas such as Silverton/New

Denver, “there isn’t a huge volume of
sales in that area, so assessments are
based on info we have. [It’s a] limited
sample, but we reflect that,” Shah
said. “We encourage people to go to
our website and e-value feature, to
see property values and neighbouring
properties being sold.”
Those with concerns should
call 1-866-valueBC and speak to an
appraiser. If after that, they still feel
the assessed value doesn’t reflect
what they could sell for as of July
1, 2016, they can appeal to the

property assessment review panel,
an independent third party who makes
decisions on assessments and related
matters. You must launch an appeal
by January 31.
In the Kootenay Columbia region
estimated typical percentage changes
to 2017 assessment values by property
type compared to July, 2016 showed
residential single detached homes,
commercial and light industrial
changes ranged from -5 to +10 per
cent, while residential strata units (e.g.
condominiums) ranged from -10 per

cent to +10 per cent.
Overall, the Kootenay Columbia
region’s total assessments increased
from $37.89 billion in 2016 to $38.60
billion this year. This value reflects a
change due to market movement as
well as $491 million in growth due
to subdivisions, rezoning and new
construction.
Of the 100 most expensive
properties, the vast majority were in
the Invermere area. Only two in the
West Kootenay – one near Nelson,
one at Christina Lake – made the list.

submitted
The first ever Central Kootenay
Food Policy Council has been formed.
The challenge was to narrow down the
field of great applicants representing
diverse areas, sectors, interests and
skills across the region.
The first council brings together
an interesting, dynamic and motivated
group of people who will draw on their
respective relationships, knowledge
and passion to help address issues

facing our communities and food
systems.
The first meeting of the council
will take place this month; plans are
to have meetings approximately eight
times throughout the year. Together,
this group will explore needs across
the Central Kootenay as they relate
to food systems. The council will
determine what is happening that
could use some support, and what
can be done to help ensure that food

producers can make a good living here
and that our residents have access to
healthy food, no matter where they live
or what their income level.
The council’s strong links with
local government will ensure that
where public policy can be shifted or
created to address the needs identified,
the necessary relationships are in
place to make it happen. The diverse
membership, by sector and location,
will help to ensure that the many great

initiatives across the Central Kootenay
can be more effectively networked to
create more strategic, effective and
efficient change for the better in our
communities and food systems.
All residents of the Central
Kootenay are encouraged to connect
with the council and bring your
ideas, expertise and needs before
it. Information about the new Food
Policy Council members can be found
on the website and can be contacted

through coordinator Abra Brynne,
or through the form on the website
(ckfoodpolicy.ca).
The creation of this council
was made possible with funding
from the Real Estate Foundation
of BC, Interior Health, the Osprey
Foundation, Community Futures
Central Kootenay, and directors of the
RDCK as well as the donation of time
and expertise from many individuals
across the region.

by Jan McMurray
Two long-standing members of
the Winlaw Fire Department have
recently resigned. Jon Wollenberg,
member for 17 years and chief for the
last 13, and Joe DeSousa, member for
12 years and captain for the last four,

have both left the department to pursue
other things.
“They were integral members
of our hall and will be missed,” said
Steph Whitney, who was just voted in
as fire chief to replace Wollenberg. The
RDCK board is expected to officially

appoint her to that position soon.
Wollenberg says it was very
satisfying to watch the department
come together over his 13 years as
chief. “One day I realized that no
matter what we were up against,
whether a fire or an MVI, any group

of people at the department could
handle that. There didn’t have to be
anyone in particular there to make sure
everything went smoothly.”
Wollenberg says he first told the
department members three years
ago that he was thinking of “hanging

submitted
The annual Slocan Lake
Christmas Bird Count took place
on December 30 from the south
end of Hills to the north end of Red
Mountain. There were low clouds
and occasional snow flurries but the
temperature was only zero so the 17
participants had fun counting and
sharing stories over a hot drink at the
end of the day.
Twenty-six species were
observed with five more recorded
during the three days before and after

bird count day (Christmas Week).
This is down from last year when
they found 38 species. The following
species and numbers were observed:
Canada Goose (30), Mallard (3),
Bufflehead (5), immature Bald
Eagle (4), Northern Pygmy Owl (3),
Downy Woodpecker (2), Northern
Flicker (29), Pileated Woodpecker
(1), Steller’s Jay (47), American
Crow (36), Raven (13), Blackcapped Chickadee (40), Mountain
Chickadee (3), Chestnut-backed
Chickadee (14), Red-breasted

Nuthatch (11), Brown Creeper (2),
Pacific Wren (2), American Dipper
(10), Golden-crowned Kinglet (22),
American Robin (9), Varied Thrush
(38), Bohemian Waxwing (30),
Song Sparrow (15), Oregon Junco
(10), Pine Siskin (135), American
Goldfinch (2). During Christmas
Week they added a Ruffed Grouse,
an adult Bald Eagle, a Hairy
Woodpecker, a Townsend Solitaire
and an Evening Grosbeak.
This is the sixth year the group
has counted birds during Christmas

time, averaging 33 species per year.
This year is the second lowest species
count; only 25 species were found in
2013. The best count day, in 2011,
turned up 42 species.
This year 516 birds were spotted.
The greatest number of birds counted
during the six years was 965 (2015);
the smallest number was 362 in 2013.
The results are submitted to Bird
Studies Canada and the National
Audubon Society. The latter maintains
the massive database of Christmas
Bird Counts going back to 1900.

submitted
The Slocan Valley Community
Legacy Society (SVCLS) is ready

for a busy 2017. This year the
society will distribute $12,000 from
the Slocan Valley Legacy Fund,

submitted
The Kootenay Savings Community
Foundation has recently awarded
$37,700 in grants, along with a donation
of $30,000 to be shared between eight
locally operated community foundations.
The Healthy Community Society
of the North Slocan Valley received a
$1,200 grant for the breakfast program
at Lucerne School, and the Kootenay
Centre for Forestry Alternatives was
granted $5,000 for the North Kootenay
Lake water monitoring project. Other
grants were provided to the North
Kootenay Lake Community Services
Society ($2,500), the Castlegar &
District Hospital Foundation ($4,000),
Connected through Sport Society
($5,000), Kimberly Military Ames
($10,000), and the Trail Historical
Society and Public Library ($10,000).

The eight community foundations
receiving funds are the Slocan Valley
Community Legacy Society ($4,075),
the Community Fund of North Kootenay
Lake ($2,270), the Nakusp and Area
Community Foundation ($2,050),
the Salmo Community Resource
Society ($4,075), the Columbia Valley
Community Foundation ($3,529), the
Community Foundation of Castlegar
& District ($4,160), the Kimberley
& District Community Foundation
($3,758), and the LeRoi Community
Foundation ($8,241).
The Kootenay Savings Community
Foundation was established in 2000 to
support non-profit cultural, economic,
educational, environmental, health and
social projects. Over $4.1 million in
grants, endowments and bursaries has
been distributed since its inception.

with a maximum of $4,000 per
group. The fund provides grants for
qualified projects that are creative,
value the diversity of our valley,
translate problems into solutions,
enrich interconnectedness, and
protect our natural environment.
Grant applications and guidelines
are available online at www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com. The
deadline for applications is March
10, so start planning your projects
now.
To help groups prepare a
successful application the SVCLS is
hosting two workshops for charities
and non-profits in the Slocan Valley.
‘Getting Grants by Building WinWin Partnerships’ will focus on how
non-profit societies can partner with
registered charities to get grants
and how registered charities can
increase their capacity to undertake
great projects by partnering with
non-profits.
The first is Monday January

16, 7 to 9 pm at Knox Hall in New
Denver, and Monday January 23,
7 to 9 pm at the Threads Guild
Hall, 7112 Perry’s Back Road.
Pick the one that works for you.
Admission is free and registration
is not required.
This workshop will look at
forming win-win relationships that
can benefit both the non-profit and
the charity: as with dating, there has
to be a good match! Each workshop
will also feature a panel discussion
of folks from local charities who
will share best practices, what
works and what doesn’t.
Finally, after the success of
last year’s Volunteer Recognition
event in Winlaw (with more than
150 volunteers in attendance)
SVCLS will host a similar event
in Silverton on April 22 to honour
folks who donate their time and
energy helping their communities
thrive. Invitations will be sent out
to local non-profits soon.

up his hat,” and Steph Whitney
expressed an interest in the job. “I
saw someone who had the ambition,
knowledge, and willingness to take
over,” said Wollenberg. He worked
with Whitney for three years to ensure
a smooth leadership transition for the
department.
Joe DeSousa held the positions of
member, lieutenant, and captain over
his 12 years with the department. He
says he resigned because he felt it was
time to step back and do other things.
“It was an honour and a lot of fun to
be on the department,” he says.
Wollenberg encourages people
to join a volunteer fire department.
“It’s a great learning experience, both
personally and it’s a great way to
meet your community and help your
community out. As challenging as it
sometimes was for me, it was definitely
worthwhile and I recommend that
people give it a try.”
Whitney points out that together,
Wollenberg and DeSousa gave 29
years of community service. “Wow,

Central Kootenay Food Policy Council ready to start work

Changes at Winlaw Fire Department

Slocan Lake Christmas Bird Count results

Slocan Valley Community Legacy Society is ready for the new year!

KSCU announces latest round of grants

Can You Help Find Blackie &
Joey A New Home?
This is Joey. He has an identical twin
brother, Blackie. Together, they are
looking for a new home. Blackie and
Joey are 4-year-old neutered males,
well-mannered, quiet and very sweet!
If you are that special family, please call
PALS at 250-265-3792.
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

6

COMMUNITY

Halii Raines becomes WE Graham’s Acting Principal
by Art Joyce
Wi t h W E G r a h a m
Principal Ed Nielsen off
to Egypt for a teaching
sabbatical, the school has an
Acting Principal this year. Her
name is Halii Raines and the
school couldn’t be in better
hands. She’s already been
teaching there for six years
in the K-2 grades. Raines has
pursued her teacher training
with a focus on outdoor
education, which ideally
suits the school’s innovative
programs.

Advertise in the
Valley Voice
It pays!!!

• Call 358-7218 for details •
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

To help balance Raines’
new duties as principal
and fill the teaching gap,
teacher Roxanne McKay has
been hired. McKay plans to
introduce a Fine Arts program
for the school’s K-10 grades.
“We started a primary
outdoor ed program three
years ago, but the last two
years we’ve really made it
part of our curriculum,” says
Raines, “adding the primary
program to the outdoor
leadership program. We have
lots of support from families
and community to get kids
spending time outside. My
goal is that students gain an
appreciation and a love of
nature because they are the
stewards of the environment.
I feel lucky to be here and
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have the spaces to take kids
to, where they’ll learn what it
means to take care of it.”
Raines was born in
Vancouver but spent her high
school years living on Galiano
Island and attending Gulf
Islands Secondary School
on Salt Spring Island. It’s an
experience that profoundly
affected her. Her family lives
there still so she visits often.
She finds Gulf Islands and
Kootenay residents share
common values, making the
transition fairly seamless.
Raines earned degrees
in Environmental Studies,
Special Education and
Anthropology at UVic and
completed her teacher ’s
training at UBC. She’s lived
in the Kootenays for about

nine years.
“Growing up on the Gulf
Islands and moving here, the
people are very similar, both
being rural small communities
so the same struggles are
there in both environments.
Especially when it comes to
schools, there’s the issues of
trying to increase enrolment
and dealing with lower socioeconomic levels.”
Despite being born in the
city, Raines has little desire to
live there. Although Galiano
Island is only an hour’s travel
from Vancouver, it’s a world
of difference. “The oceans, the
mountains and the lakes are
my environment,” she says.
“I live in rural areas because I
don’t want to live in a city, so
it’s like, how can I live close to

nature and still have a career?”
Working as Acting Principal
and teacher at WE Graham
is one way she can meet both
her professional and personal
goals. Eventually she’d like
to teach at a university, but
she finds deep satisfaction
working with primary-aged
students, so leaving that
would be hard for her.
We spoke about the
urban-rural divide in BC, how
the province’s urban-centric
population often means rural
communities are left out
when it comes to funding
allocations. It’s a sociological
phenomenon that runs deep,
as evident in the differing
goals and perceptions of
people from urban and rural
communities. If she does

one day leave to pursue a
university career, it would
be with the goal of teaching
upcoming generations of
teachers the importance
of rural communities and
environmental values.
“I want the rural schools
to thrive because I feel the
real vital life experiences are
coming from the rural areas.
Kids here really get to connect
with the wilderness, whereas
in the urban environment,
outdoor ed is more limited to
the playground or the park. I
think we’re always fighting
for our rural schools and rural
communities but I just hope
the people making the policies
can see the benefits of them. I
think kids in the rural schools
are just so lucky.”

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Councillors Jean Patterson
and Joel Pelletier and CAO
Michelle Gordon could not
attend because of the flu.
• Council approved
the Slocan Fire Hydrant
Maintenance and Regulations
Policy. Public Works is
responsible for performing
both preventive and corrective
maintenance on Village-owned
fire hydrants. When the fire
department submits a written
request, Public Works will install
additional fire hydrants, alter or
relocate fire hydrants, and do
external maintenance, including
clearing sites for visibility and
painting. Councillor Madeleine

Perriere said the policy appeared
to “cover every eventuality”
but suggested the Village write
to the fire department asking
them whether the Village would
need to add, alter, or relocate
hydrants or perform any external
maintenance. Council agreed
and directed staff to write this
letter.
• A report from the CAO
reviewing seven policies
(Harassment; Financial Budget
and Accountability; Purchasing;
Records Management; Snow
Removal; Cheque Cashing; and
Proclamations) with suggested
amendments will be considered
at the January council meeting.
The suggested amendments were

of the “housekeeping” variety:
corrections of typos and updates
to current practices.
• Councillor Perierre said the
Spirit of Slocan annual Christmas
Tree Light-Up “went extremely
well” and called the organizing
committee “a great little group of
people.” Mayor Lunn expressed
“a heartfelt thank you” to the
organizers and said “every year
[the event] seems to get better.”
Councillor Burly Van Bynen
suggested the Spirit of Slocan
Committee “plant a real tree” by
the Wellness Centre in the spring,
and Councillor Perriere said
the group is seriously thinking
about it.
• RDCK Director and

Silverton Councillor Leah Main,
the RDCK’s representative on
the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities board, travelled
to Ottawa in November. Mayor
Lunn said, “We know we have
a voice and she [Main] is very
active on rural” issues. Other
items received for information
included a letter to Mayor Lunn
thanking her for her presentation
at the 2016 UBCM Convention
Small Tax Forum; the OHCS
Building and Safety Standards
Branch Office of Housing and
Construction Standards proposed
Energy Step Code; and a briefing
note from Deb Kozak, Chair of
the Columbia River Treaty Local
Governments’ Committee.

by Katrine Campbell
The engineering studies
on the Bosun and Knox
Halls have been completed
and reviewed by the mayor
and council. Now, they want
to share the information and
ask members of the public
what should be done. A public
information session has been
set for Monday, January 23 at
7 pm in the Bosun.
Mayor Ann Bunka
emphasized that the Village
and 9dot Engineering would
present information on the two
studies and ask for feedback
in writing. This would give
council time to digest residents’
comments and concerns “so we
can make a good decision.”
First, they’re looking for
the basics, she said.
“What is it we want as
a community? What is the
community interested in having
in the way of halls? Then
we’ll look at the financial
implications, and see where all
of this fits into the community
plan.”
The Village hopes to have
a one-sheet synopsis on each
building, and questionnaires
for people to answer.
The Bosun Hall is by

far the most contentious
issue because of the cost of
properly renovating it. The
hall is managed by the Lucerne
Association for Community
Education (LACE), which has
a contract with the Village. The
building was put up for sale
in the 1990s after part of the
floor collapsed. An inspection
revealed the building to be in
such bad shape that the Village
refused to put money into it.
After a shutdown of 10 years,
LACE approached council and
asked to take on the Bosun, to
repair the damage and run it;
the Village agreed on condition
LACE would pay all costs.
Between 2010 and the
end of 2015, LACE managed
to raise about $225,000 from
grants, donations, rental
income and income from the
volunteer-run Donation Store.
In the same period, it spent
almost $115,000 on the hall
and $82,468 running the store.
Volunteer hours are estimated
at 2,660 per year.
9dot’s report, received by
council in December, says
the hall “exhibits serious
structural and foundation
issues (including site grading
and drainage) that need to be

addressed prior to pursuing
any renovations to improve
the functionality and aesthetics
of the building. The roof
trusses, roofing material,
and the foundation require
replacement.”
The minimum cost would
be more than $500,000; to
completely renovate would be
closer to $1 million.
Carol Bell, speaking for
LACE, said the Bosun “serves
a very useful purpose in the
village. It provides a gathering
place and strengthens the
community.” She cited the
weddings and funerals that are
held there.
Although the fully
renovated Silverton Memorial
Hall is an alternative, Bell
says “to go to Silverton Hall
people had to drive. People
didn’t do things because it was
in Silverton. We felt people
would come together more at
the Bosun. It would strengthen
community and family.”
Asked if LACE could raise
the amount needed, Bell said
Columbia Basin Trust has been
putting money into community
halls. Some of the money for
the 9dot study came from CBT.
“I don’t know at this stage

of the game how that’s going
to unfold. We haven’t had a
meeting with the Village and
we have no idea what they will
tell us.”
She said she didn’t like to
discuss the funding, “because
we haven’t talked to the
Village” but said the money
would be fundraised and no
taxpayer dollars would be
involved.
New Denver CAO Bruce
Woodbury noted that if
a society is pursuing grant
funding “the chances of getting
100% are rather slim. Normally
some level of municipal money
must be put into a project of
that size. I’m not aware of any
sole source funding [for that
amount]. LACE would have
to pursue multiple funding
agencies for that.”
Asked how much the
Village might contribute, he
said “We’re nowhere near that
discussion yet.”
At its AGM in February,
the LACE board will be making
changes to the constitution to
consider changing the timing
of future AGMs to coincide
with Village budget processes,
and “whether to let go of our
charitable tax status,” Bell said.

Slocan council, December 12: Fire Hydrant Policy approved

Council wants input on New Denver halls’ future
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New Denver council, December 13: Future of Bosun and Knox Halls to be discussed

by Katrine Campbell
• Council received for information
a report from 9dot Engineering on its
assessment of the Bosun Hall building.
Council decided it wanted more time
to read and study the report, as well
as to get written feedback from user
groups. It plans a public information
session this month, with 9dot present,
to discuss the futures of both the Bosun
and Knox Halls.
At LACE’s request, the Village
will provide limited maintenance of
the Bosun’s emergency exitroutes on
a trial basis at an estimated cost of
$200-$300. It will explore options for
the second request, installation of a
temporary roof over the Bosun Hall’s
north-facing emergency exit doors to

prevent sliding snow from blocking the
doors. Estimated cost would be about
$1,000.“If it [snow removal] doesn’t
work well, staff will tell us,” said CAO
Bruce Woodbury.
• Councillor Nadine Raynolds
reported on the Chamber of Commerce
meeting. Merchants’ Night was a
success; the Business Retention and
Expansion committee will meet to
discuss opportunities; the WKTA
received funding from Destination BC
for marketing the West Koot Route; the
Chamber appreciates the Village’s offer
to review signage.
• EDCD Consulting was selected to
assist with creating a new Slocan Valley
Regional Economic Development
Strategy. The Village received funding

from the provincial Rural Dividend
Program for funding the project; partners
include the Villages of Silverton and
Slocan and RDCK Area H. The total
budget is $36,430.
• The Fees and Charges Amendment
Bylaw #704, 2016, and the Fire Fighting
Machinery and Equipment Reserve
Expenditure Bylaw #705, 2016, were
both adopted.
• The revised Capital Asset Policy
was adopted as presented. The existing
policy was adopted in 2010; the revised
version reduces the thresholds for
capitalization from $10,000 to $5,000,
across all classes of assets. The CAO
noted the higher threshold was for
bigger municipalities, not those the
size of New Denver. He had found

by Jan McMurray
Eleven citizens attended the
December 13 Silverton council
meeting. Most were there to hear Gary
Willman, who was there as a delegation
to speak against council’s decision to
explore the possible takeover of Red
Mountain Internet service.
Willman told council that 89
residents had signed a letter “voicing
strong opposition to the direction
you have taken and request that you
reverse your position,” adding that the
move would have tax implications for
residents.
During public time, Mayor Clarke
explained that council had upcoming
meetings with Kaslo infoNet Society,
Trout Lake BC Internet Society,
Columbia Wireless, and CBT as part
of the investigation into the proposed
takeover, and staff was trying to get
information from Telus about their
plans for the area. He said that after
Red Mountain Internet Society (RMIS)
proposed to hand over its infrastructure
to the Village for free, Telus had begun
to offer a two-year promotional rate for
its ‘Telus Hub’ service, which operates
from the cell signal. “We’re trying to

find out from Telus what happens after
two years,” he said.
Willman asked if a consultant
would be hired to look into the RMIS
proposal, and at what cost. CAO
Darrell Garceau said his initial idea
was to reach out to CBT for help with
this. CBT recently did an assessment
of RMIS, but Garceau feels a more
detailed assessment is in order.
“I have not suggested that a
company be hired,” said Garceau.
“We are engaging with other providers
and CBT. I’m having an ongoing
conversation with Telus about the
hub service – and what about ADSL?
What about upgrading the copper for
ADSL?”
Garceau said he’d spent about 10
hours on this, and council would spend
8-10 hours at the meetings.
In response to a question from
Judy Maltz, Mayor Clarke said that if
the Village took over RMIS, Hills and
Rosebery would be part of the deal. He
added that Area H Director Popoff is
supportive and would likely contribute
funding.
Willman told Clarke he was
surprised to find out the mayor feels

telecommunications are an essential
service. Mayor Clarke explained that
his personal philosophy, which he said
may not be council’s, is that “we need
water and garbage service, and we need
to be connected to the world through the
internet. So if that’s not being provided
in a high-speed, low-cost way, we
will see more municipalities getting
involved in that and getting it started
for their people.”
Joe Matthews asked if council had
thought about becoming internet service
providers before RMIS approached
them. Clarke replied that all of rural
Canada is concerned about rural internet
service, and there is a lot of discussion
about it. He added that council had
heard concerns from residents about
internet service in Silverton.
Councillor Main pointed out that
the Official Community Plan includes
a statement about the Village looking
after high speed internet.
Councillor Bell informed the
meeting that she is on the RMIS board
of directors, so she will not take part in
the decision. Mayor Clarke was also
on the board, but resigned when RMIS
decided to approach the Village.

by Jan McMurray
• A very positive report from the
campground operator, Tyler Paynton,
was received. There is an increase in
bookings at Creekside, and campers
appreciated the limit of two hours per
day of generator use, as well as the
ice machine and cold drinks machine
that were installed this year. Paynton’s
suggestions include a food cache, posters
with information on how to camp with
wildlife, WiFi, new picnic tables and
new site markers. Councillor Main said
she hoped a composting solution could
be found, as well. She commented that
she had received excellent feedback on
the campground from visitors.
• Mayor Clarke reported that he and
Councillor Main had met with MLA
Katrine Conroy about the Willa Mine,
and had shared concerns such as waste
rock storage, water contamination,
traffic volume increase, and wear and
tear on roads. He said Conroy was
surprised that the mining company
hadn’t engaged with council or the
community, “so she was going to try to
get that going,” said Clarke.
• The CAO reported that the 2017
budget process is going smoothly, and

is on schedule to be completed by
March. The water line crossing project
was completed ahead of schedule and
about $8,000 under budget. The Canada
150 grant application for $100,000
for Silverton Gallery improvements
was unsuccessful, but the $100,000
Rural Dividend Fund application
for the project is still pending – the
decision should be made by February or
March. The result of the Canada Water
Wastewater Fund application to replace
the water main in five locations will be
known in five months. The CAO also
reported that the Village is in discussion
with CBT about a grant to upgrade the
siding and windows of Memorial Hall.
The playground equipment was
received, but some deficiencies were
noted. The company will replace the
damaged equipment before installation
in spring 2017.
• Water Rates and Garbage Rates
Bylaws were given three readings. For
a single family residence, the water rate
is $457 and the garbage rate is $117. For
a business, the water rate is $574 and the
garbage rate is $276.
• Appointments were approved
as follows. RDCK Director: Main

(alternate Clarke); Slocan District
Chamber of Commerce: Yofonoff
(alt. Bell); Municipal Emergency
Management: Main (alt. Clarke); West
Kootenay Boundary Regional Hospital
Board: Main (alt. Clarke); Recreation
Commission No. 6: Christian; Rosebery
Parklands and Trails Commission:
Main; Winlaw Regional and Nature
Park Commission: Main; Slocan
District Chamber of Commerce Health
Committee: Bell.
• The acting mayor schedule was
approved as follows. January-March:
Main; April-June: Yofonoff; JulySeptember: Bell; October-December:
Christian.
• The fire protection contract with
New Denver through to December 2017
will be signed.

RMIS proposal discussed at Silverton council meeting

Silverton council, December 13: Campground report received
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smaller acquisitions, such as the $8,000
photocopier, which the Village’s
accountants wouldn’t capitalize.
• WorkSafeBC has mandated a
Bullying and Harassment Policy, so
council adopted one as presented by
staff. The Workers’ Compensation
Act requires an employer to take all
reasonable steps to ensure the health
and safety of its workers, and to train
and supervise workers to ensure their
safety. Employer duties regarding
bullying and harassment are outlined,
as are steps an employer should take
“to address the hazards of workplace
bullying and harassment.” Village
staff will also develop procedures for
handling complaints.
• Council approved grants-in-aid
for LACE ($250); the Reading Centre
($960); and the Slocan District Chamber
of Commerce ($2,472). The LACE
grant is equal to the premium paid to
the Municipal Insurance Association for
associate member liability insurance; as
LACE obtained its own insurance, the
grant will cover part of its costs.
The Reading Centre receives
municipal assistance since the Province
cancelled its funding for reading
centres; Corporate Officer Catherine
Allaway noted staff are looking at the
possibility of creating a library, which
would receive a share of the Province’s
$14 million provided for 71 libraries.
The Chamber annually receives
80% of business licence revenue.
• The Village will participate in the
RDCK’s 2017 Wood Stove Exchange
Program by providing $100 to residents
who install a new, efficient stove, to a
maximum of five.
• Council reappointed Berg
Lehmann as auditors for 2017, and
Kootenay Savings as the Village’s
banking institution.
• Effective January 1, Mayor Ann
Bunka returns as RDCK director,
with Councillor Henning von Krogh
as the alternate; von Krogh is the
hospital district director, with Bunka
as the alternate. The Heritage Advisory
Commission will consist of Bunka
(alternate Nadine Raynolds) as the
Village rep; Paula Cravens (Gordon
Butt) for the Silvery Slocan Historical
Society; Gayle Swanson (Tsuneko
Kokubo) for the Kyowakai Society;

Silverton
Seniors
Social
Program
Silverton
Memorial Hall
Every Tuesday and
Thursday 10:00 am
- 2:00 pm

Only $10-$30

Socializing, Workshops
and Outings

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice,
Box 70 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Lunch served every
Thursday

Tracy Oldham representing the
community; and Rhonda Bouillet
(Katharine Dickerson) for LACE.
• The CO was authorized to sign
one-year management agreements with
LACE for the Bosun Hall, and with the
Silvery Slocan Historical Society for
the museum.
• Council received for information
minutes from the October 20 Slocan
Lake Recreation Commission #6
meeting; the December 8 Village
Revenue and Expense Report; and
a notice from the Union of BC
Municipalities (UBCM) that New
Denver would receive $36, 880 as the
second Community Works Fund (gas
tax agreement) of the 2016/17 fiscal
year.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

SNOWSHOE HARE is the only species of hare or rabbit in the Slocan Valley.
Prompted by shortening daylight, their fur
has changed from grey-brown to white for
camouflage on winter snow. Very active
at night; doze in sheltered spots during
the day. They leave a clean 45º angle
cut when feeding on branches and twigs;
on tree trunk bark you can see distinct
teeth marks.
slocanlakess.com

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
Brian Major
• 250-938-3900

Please contact:
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)
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Hills Nordic starts cross-country season
submitted
Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski Club
(VHNSC) is well into its crosscountry ski season. Its seven to
eight kms of trails have been fully
groomed since before Christmas.
“The snow is excellent!” says
board member Kip Drobish. “We
have new ski trails which bring
energy to our program and a super
place to practice. One of the three
new sections of trail we built last
summer is a magnet for kids that
want exciting terrain. The uphills
reward skiers with fast downhill
turns, roller coasters and small
jump options. For those XC skiers
with moderate skills, and an ability
to snow plow this ‘black diamond’
trail provides a good hardy ski
with excellent scenery, and don’t
hesitate to side-step if necessary.”
On the racing circuit Kolibri
Drobish, training and racing with
Revelstoke Nordic ski team,
finished second in her Juvenile
1 age class in the 5 km classic
ski event, at the NorAms held
near Vernon. She skated to a

Advertise in the
Valley Voice
It pays!!!

• Call 358-7218 for details •

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

fourth place the following day.
The following weekend three
more NorAm races were held in
Rossland where four Slocan Valley
youth raced. Drobish consistently
finished second in her age group.
Also racing were Lukas Pigott
from Slocan, Cullumn and Maeve
Hawksbee of Winlaw.
The NorAms are important
national team selection races, and
were attended by many of North
America’s best racers from as far
away as Quebec and New England
in the older junior and senior
classes. In the Under 17 classes
top skiers came from Washington,
Alberta, BC and a contingent of
Ontario Midget racers spent a ski
exchange week in our valleys and
raced.
Valhalla Hills Nordic skiers
will, for the first time ever, have a
relay team of racers competing at
the Midget Championships (ages
9-12) held near Kelowna this year
in February. As this article goes
to press Drobish will have just
finished her third weekend of races
at BC Cup Race 1 in Salmon Arm.
The club’s Jackrabbits and
Bunnies will have had their first
of eight-plus on-snow sessions for
the season led by VHNSC coaches.
There are 28 eager Jackrabbits
signed up to date. Valhalla Hills
Nordic membership includes trail

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

passes and can easily be completed
online with www.Zone4.ca. Youth

The Valley Voice January 12, 2017

‘Learn to Ski’ program sign-ups
are also available through this web

portal for ages 3-13. Follow race
results on Zone4.ca.

Kolibri Drobish is racing with the Revelstoke Nordic ski team again this year and is getting great results.

Slocan Valley artist receives Award of Excellence in international competition
submitted
Frantisek Strouhal, a West Kootenay
artist well known for his powerful
expressions about the human spirit and
body, received an Award of Excellence
after being juried into the international
show ‘New Beginnings’ from Manhattan
Arts International with his artwork titled
RIO. He has also been juried into the
Federation of Canadian Artists show
‘Works on Paper’ with his Silence Within
and To the Other Side.
Renée Phillips, MAI director and
curator of ‘New Beginnings’ said she
selected artists “with the highest average
scores and who demonstrate cohesive
individual styles, superior creative and
technical skills, and how well their art

reflected the theme.”
Concerning the theme, Strouhal
explained, “On many occasions I’ve
wanted to start over again. But I thought
it was nearly impossible, until I embraced
the artist in me. Now I’m aware, it is not
the past that needs changing, or what has
happened that needs to be undone. Only
the perspective needs expansion, and a
new world emerges of its own accord,
like the phoenix out of the ashes.”
The ‘Works on Paper’ exhibition
will take place on Granville Island
from January 10-22 at the Federation of
Canadian Artists’ Gallery. The awards
will be announced on the first day of the
exhibition.
Strouhal says that his work

is a reflection of his own personal
renaissance. In an age where everything
is driven by technology, he resorts back
to antiquated methods that give much
more feeling and depth to his work.
His surrealistic approach can only be
described as psychologically engaging;
his work forces one to ponder the deeper
meaning of life.
“It is gratifying to be recognized
for the work I love to do,” commented
Strouhal.
You can view his art on his website
www.frantisekstrouhal.com and the
‘New Beginnings’ art show at www.
manhattanarts.com/new-beginningsexhibition/. The show closes February
27.

Detail from Frantisek Strouhal’s work, Rio.

There was a great turnout to the ‘Pet Photos with Santa’ Day, a fundraiser for the Nelson SPCA hosted at Dig
Garden Centre in South Slocan. Over $600 was raised, with the West Kootenay Kennel Club donating the
printed photos and SPCA members serving coffee, hot chocolate and baked treats. Dig Garden Centre supports
the Nelson SPCA every month with a donation based on a percentage of sales from the centre’s pet department.
Pictured here are Rob from Nelson SPCA, Shirley from West Kootenay Kennel Club and Lori from Dig.
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Sponsors to help Neufeld achieve racing goals
before,” says Neufeld. “I’m going
for my personal best.”
The ULTRA 520k Canada in

Penticton, August 5-7, is a double
Ironman; athletes face a 10k swim,
426k bike ride and then an 84k run.

Janis Neufeld is “stoked!” that she has landed some sponsorships for her 2017 race season.

PHOTO CREDIT: MOE LYONS

by Katrine Campbell
Janis Neufeld, the driving force
behind Kootenay Sufferfest, is
“stoked!” that she has landed some
sponsorships for her personal 2017
race season. Marin Bikes Canada,
Pearl Izumi (clothing, shoes and
gear) and Thule Canada (roof racks)
are all donating products to support
her achieving her goals. Several
other sponsors are in the works but
not yet confirmed.
She will compete in four events
this summer in the US and Canada.
The first is in April, a 100k trail run
in Zion, Utah. Next is the Oliver
Half-Ironman event in June, a 2k
swim, 90k bike ride, and 21k run.
“I’ve done this one many times

Later in August, also in Penticton,
is the Long Course Worlds – a 3k
swim, 120k bike ride and 30k run.
“I’ll be aiming for age group (40
to 44) wins at all my races,” Neufeld
says. “I like to place well. I’m a
competitive person, and I’m not in
it just to participate.
“I qualified for the Canadian
team to race at world championships
and I want to make the podium, to
be one of the top three in the world
in my age group. For the ULTRA
520k I would definitely be going
for the overall women’s win. My
secondary goal would be to break
the course record.”
Neufeld has 30 years of racing
at the elite level and loves the long
distance races. “It’s kind of in my
bones at this point, more than a
hobby. I’m very passionate and take
it seriously.”
Despite her athletic record, she
believes her sponsorships resulted

The Ice Sculpture day at Sissies in Winlaw on Saturday, January 7 was a huge success! All kinds of people displayed great courage, concentration
and creativity and many more came to admire their work. The event was sponsored by the Slocan Valley Arts Council and a good time was had by all.

Winter Day on the Slocan Valley Rail Trail
submitted
This year the annual Winter Day on
the trail will take place Sunday, January
15 from 11 am to 2 pm. The crew from
the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society
(SVHTS) will again set up at the Winlaw
station and trailhead. Like last year they
will host the very popular ski waxing
demo (even the newest skis can benefit).
For a $10 donation they may even wax
your skis! But come early, to make sure
your skis get done.
As well, individual and group
lessons will be offered, in both classic
and skate skiing, that might make
your skiing experience even better. If
conditions allow, a track might be set
up around the Winlaw School field for
some fun races and games.
Of course, everyone is invited to
come out and explore the Rail Trail and
see what winter has to offer this year.
The swans have been seen all along the
Slocan River and you might find a few
hanging around. There’ll be a bonfire
going and refreshments are being offered

by trail supporters from Winlaw School.
It’ll be a great time to catch up on
what’s been happening on the trail; a
new website has been launched and next
summer will see a major development
with the Greenway Project taking place
in the South Slocan to Crescent Valley
segment.

The Winlaw trailhead can be
reached from Highway 6 in the Slocan
Valley. Watch for the large directional
signs located on the highway. For
more information contact the SVHTS
at 1-888-683-SVRT (7878), on
Facebook or on its new website www.
slocanvalleyrailtrail.ca.

The crew from the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society (SVHTS) will again set up at the Winlaw
station and trailhead. They will host the very popular ski waxing demo again this year.

SLOCAN PARK BRANCH
3014 HWY 6
SLOCAN PARK, BC
PHONE: 250-226-7212
FAX: 250-226-7351
ONLINE: WWW.HERITAGECU.CA
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more from her work in community
sports, encouraging kids and adults
to become active, and the amount
of work she has put into Sufferfest.
Sufferfest 2017 will involve
events in Nakusp, New Denver and
Burton, but not Kaslo, where the
event started.
“I don’t live there anymore,”
Neufeld explained. “My focus
as far as race director is Nakusp.
Sufferfest needs a team in other
communities to take on events and
gather volunteers.”
She says she could do the
administration from Nakusp but
there has to be a solid core team
on the ground. The Kaslo group of
volunteers that had been doing it for
two years decided they didn’t want
to do it anymore, she said.
“It doesn’t mean the end of
Sufferfest in Kaslo, but if it comes
back, it will be a separate event on
its own weekend.”

10
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Kaslo council, December 13: Angry Hen Brewery applies for lounge endorsement

by Jan McMurray
• The Village will undertake
the community consultation for the
Angry Hen ‘Lounge Endorsement,’
pursuant to the Liquor Control
and Licensing Act. Angry Hen has
applied to the Liquor Control and
Licencing Branch for a lounge area
at the brewery. The brewery will be
located in the Front Street building
where the Art Shop operated last
summer. The lounge area can be
indoors and/or outdoors on the
premises, and patrons can purchase
and consume the brewery’s products
there. Food and non-alcoholic
beverages must be available at
reasonable prices to customers at the
lounge, and minors are permitted if

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

accompanied by parent or guardian.
An application processing fee of
$200 for Lounge Endorsements will
be added to the next revision of the
Fees and Charges Bylaw.
• A council strategy session was
scheduled for January 14 at 9:30 am.
• Mayor Hewat provided a
summary of recent RDCK board
decisions and meetings. She
made special reference to the
Sustainability Service’s examination
of new projects and the possibility of
a new regional service for wildfire
interface work, given the amount
of time that RDCK staff from other
services spends on such projects.
• Councillor Glorioso mentioned
that the Kaslo Housing Society had
rented an office at the Langham.
• T h e Vi l l a g e o f K a s l o
Waterworks Amendment Bylaw
1197 was adopted.
• The Village’s property
insurance policy with Capri
Insurance was renewed for another
year at a cost of $48,561.00.
• Continued participation in the
RDCK Wood Stove Program was
approved up to an annual amount
of $500.
• A draft letter for sewer area
users was endorsed and will be sent
out in the near future.
• Aerodrome apron access gate
components will be ordered from
Kaslo Building Supply at a cost of
$11,680.73, including taxes.
• The 2016 Strategic Community
Energy & Emissions Plan for Kaslo
was adopted.
• The rental fee for portapotties
to Kaslo Housing Society was
waived for the Winter in the Forest
Festival event.
• Brought forward from in
camera was a motion to receive
two letters to council from Mrs.
Anne Malik concerning financial
policy with respect to the 2017 sewer
utility budget.
• Council appointments were

made as follows.
Acting Mayor: Councillor Lang
(December, January, February);
Councillor Holland (March, April,
May); Councillor Glorioso (June,
July, August); Councillor Knoll
(September, October, November).
Mayor Hewat: Parks,
Recreation and Open Spaces,
Health, Buidling, Recreation,
Village Human Resources, Treaty
Advisory, Emergency Preparedness

(alternate).
Councillor Holland: Parks,
Recreation and Open Spaces, Public
Arts, Building, Kootenay Lake
Partnership (liaison), Municipal
Building.
Councillor Glorioso: Parks,
Recreation and Open Spaces; RDCK
Emergency Preparedness, LWMP,
Housing Society (liaison), Arts
Council (liaison), RDCK Kaslo
& Area Facilities and Recreation

(alternate).
Councillor Knoll: Health,
Recreation, RDCK Kaslo & Area
Facilities and Recreation, Chamber
of Commerce (liaison), Public Arts
(alternate), Health (alternate).
Councillor Lang: Parks,
Recreation and Open Spaces,
Building, Utilities Coordination,
Village Human Resources, LWMP,
Kaslo Golf Club (liaison), Kootenay
Lake Historical Society (liaison).

by Jan McMurray
The back of the former Your
Art’s Desire building, accessed from
the back alley entrance, has been
renovated into a youth hub, housing
the Kaslo Youth Centre, Kaslo & Up
the Lake Youth Network (KULYN)
office, and Regional Youth Services
Freedom Quest office.
“It was quite a journey to get
here, but we persevered, so we’re
pretty happy to have that space as
our youth hub,” said Liz Ingles,
president of the Kaslo and Area
Youth Council.
When the Scout Hall was
condemned, the youth centre lost
its home of more than 10 years. It
moved into the space on Front Street
across from the Blue Belle Bistro as
a temporary measure, and continued
core programs up until May last year.
Ingles said it was a perfect space for
the interim between the Scout Hall
and the new Front Street location.
Ingles and Shannon Isaac,
KULYN Coordinator and Freedom
Quest Youth Counsellor, had a
vision for a collective youth hub.

“We brainstormed ideas with North
Kootenay Lake Community Services
and the Youth Centre board, and we
looked all over town for spaces,”
said Ingles. They finally approached
Terry Geche, the new owner of the
former Your Art’s Desire building,
securing a three-year lease.
The youth centre opened at the
beginning of December after three
months of painting, designing and
renovating the space. KAYC offers
weekly drop-in programs: Girls
Group on Wednesdays from 3:30
to 6 pm, and Saturday night drop-in
from 7 to 10 pm.
Freedom Quest drop-in office
hours are on Wednesdays 9am - 6pm,
and KULYN office hours are on
Tuesdays 9am - 6pm.
The Kaslo & Area Youth Hub
includes a resource library with
couches, Isaac’s office, a youth
computer station, a youth room
with couches, TV, video games, a
‘chill room’ with a chalkboard wall,
endless art supplies, a kitchen and
bathroom.
Local artist Yvonne Boyd was

hired to mentor 10 youth who set out
to make the youth centre their own,
by painting their tags and graffiti
on the interior walls of the centre,
“and that made it look like a youth
centre instantly,” Ingles said. In the
summer, they plan to develop the
backyard area.
“A lot of our volunteers and
board members did a lot of work to
get it up and running. It was a pretty
big collaboration,” Ingles said.
Three new youth workers have
been hired: Eliza Fry for the girls’
group and David Moore and Phalen
Funk for the Saturday night drop-in.
“We’re very excited to have these
new people with fresh ideas on
board,” said Ingles. “We’re hoping to
get more youth involved in the new
space and in our programs!”
All of the services at the Kaslo
and Area Youth Hub are there for
youth 12-18 years of age. “It’s
mostly a place for them to hang
out and eat great food and do art,”
says Ingles. “We try and keep it
a non-judgemental, supportive
environment.”

by Katrine Campbell
Former Kaslo residents Earl
Pfeifer and Carol Plato have each
been charged under the Wildlife
Act with one count of “possessing
an alien species without a permit”
a year after a cheetah was spotted
wandering on Hwy 3A near
Crawford Bay in mid-December.
They are to appear in court in
Creston on February 17.
There was no follow-up on the
cheetah sighting, and Conservation

Officers were unable to find it after
several days of searching, leading
many to assume the big cat had died
in the winter cold. A spokesman with
BC Environment Ministry said it’s
unclear whether the cheetah was
ever found. However, when reached
at his home in Crawford Bay, Pfeifer
told The Valley Voice, “Annie and
Robin are both alive and well in
Ontario. End of story.” He refused to
answer any other questions because
the matter is before the courts.

submitted
The Province received hundreds
of comments from British Columbians
about ideas and new ways to protect
BC’s species at risk during a recent
six-week consultation that ended
November 30.
During the consultation period,
the BC Species at Risk Engagement
website was visited more than 4,390
times by people from around BC,
the majority hailing from Vancouver
Island and the Coast (22 per cent), the

Lower Mainland (22 per cent), the
Kootenay region (12 per cent) and the
Thompson-Okanagan (12 per cent).
The 461 comments represented a
broad range of stakeholders, including
local government and First Nations,
interest groups, academia and
industry, as well as the general public.
Participants provided feedback on
four main topics, with the principles
for protecting BC’s species at risk
prompting the most discussion.
All the comments may be viewed
online: http://engage.gov.bc.ca/
SpeciesAtRisk.
The feedback will help form
options to improve programs, policies
or legislation as part of BC’s FiveYear Plan for Species at Risk.

Pfeifer and Plato have a
Facebook page, Runcheetahrun,
which hasn’t been updated since
August 2015. The page says, “We
are dedicated to education/outreach
and fundraising to save the cheetah
from extinction, supporting Action
for Cheetahs in Kenya and Ann Van
Dyk Cheetah Conservation Centre.”
The same page also explains that
the younger of their two cheetahs,
Robin, “is mostly blind, he has some
internal/digestive difficulties and
worst of all, he has an extremely
serious heart condition” and “our
Annie and Robin are from the Ann
Van Dyk CCC in South Africa.”
The couple used to own Kane
House in Kaslo, and wanted to start
outreach and education programs
there, including a program where
members of the public could pay a
fee to take the cheetahs for a walk.
In May 2014, they asked the
Village of Kaslo for a Temporary
Use Permit (TUP-01-2014) to use the
property as a cheetah conservation
sanctuary or zoo, but council turned
them down after receiving written
objections from School District 8,
two neighbouring property owners,
and two residents.
They left Kaslo, and for a short
period in 2014, the cheetahs were
living at the Discovery Wildlife Park
in Innisfail, Alberta.

Kaslo Youth Hub opens in new Front Street location

Charges laid against cheetahs’ owners

Province receives feedback
on BC species at risk
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Nakusp council, December 12: Utility bills bungled
by Claire Paradis
• Nakusp council heard from a
delegation of citizens about notices
of overdue utility fees that some
Nakuspians had received. Nakusp
citizens Patty Riley and Leslie Hawe
told council that they had not received
the initial notification that the billing
cycle was changing from every 10
months to every five months. The first
bill Riley said she received had not only
the utility charge of over $800 but also
an overdue penalty. Riley said that some
people realized right away that they
hadn’t received their bills. “It would
seem that it was known that there was
a problem right away that didn’t get
checked out,” she said. When Riley’s bill
became overdue in August, she wasn’t
notified then either. “On top of that we
have another bill coming in a month

and a half or so,” she pointed out. Riley
asked that the penalty be dropped and no
further penalties applied while the issue
is being sorted out.
Overdue utility bills are combined
with property taxes at the end of the year,
and then interest is charged, so Riley also
requested there be some accommodation
for people in her situation.
Leslie Hawe added that she also
never received notification of utility
payments in arrears even when she came
in to pay her property taxes.
CAO Laurie Taylor was apologetic
and stated that the reason for the
notification failure was unknown. “I
wish I had a simple explanation for
what happened,” the Nakusp CAO told
council. “I’m at a loss.” She said she and
the Village staff would be looking into it
and setting up a double-checking system

to guard against future failures of this
kind. Councillor Mueller suggested that
efforts be made to communicate to the
public the steps being taken to prevent
this from happening again.
• CAO Taylor presented a
preliminary budget to mayor and
council, with a 4% taxation increase
being floated for the next four years
in order to meet projected costs.
Councillor Mueller asked for a meeting
to specifically discuss the budget. The
line by line review of the budget will be
held January 16 at 6:30 pm in council
chambers and will be open to the public.
• Councillor Mueller suggested
another letter to Minister of
Transportation and Infrastructure
(MoTI) Todd Stone be sent. Initially, the
ministry had said they would never pull
the MV Columbia from service, thus

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp and Area Community Trail
Society volunteers are disheartened.
During the first week of January, it
appears that someone drove an excavator
or similar large piece of machinery down
a section of the rail trail, moving aside the
boulders that were placed to prevent road
vehicles from entering the trail.
“It wouldn’t have been a problem
if he had put the boulders back in place
after he had passed through,” said Jerry
Van Immerzeel, NACTS volunteer.
“We’re not happy that the machine went
down the trail, but it would have been
nice if the person had consulted with
the society.”
The NACTS has an agreement with
Rec Sites and Trails BC to maintain the
rail trail from Nakusp to Summit Lake as
a multi-use trail. Motorized recreational

vehicles such as snowmobiles, ATVs,
motorcycles and side by sides are
welcome on the trail, but other vehicles
such as cars, trucks and heavy machinery
are prohibited, unless authorized.
If the boulders are not put back
into position by the person who moved
them, the society will have to pay for
that to happen in the spring. Society
President Barb Chwachka finds this very
discouraging, as all the society’s funding
is public, community money and a lot of
volunteer effort goes into stewarding the
trail. “We just restored that section of trail
with money from the CBT Community
Initiatives and Affected Area program,”
she said. She added that she is thankful
the ground is frozen, so the trail probably
isn’t damaged.
Van Immerzeel says the boulders
were placed in spring 2016 at all the

entrances to the trail from the highway
to allow for 66” wide access to the
trail, permitting recreational vehicles
to pass through but preventing cars and
pick-ups.
At the beginning of the week
(January 2 or 3), the piece of machinery
was driven from the new parking lot
just south of Brouse Loop Road to the
golf course, and one set of boulders was
moved. Then at the end of the week
(January 6), the machine was driven
from the golf course to Gensick Road
near Carson’s Corner, and two more sets
of boulders were moved.
“We’ll just carry on and hopefully
people will have come to have a better
understanding and respect for our work,”
said Van Immerzeel.

Nakusp Rail Trail violation discouraging to society volunteers

Galena is gone: ministry being
mysterious about backup
by Katrine Campbell
The DEV Galena was pulled out
of service permanently on December
31, but not before it did a final run as
backup for the new MV Columbia
on the Upper Arrow Lakes ferry
run. From December 14 to 18, the
Columbia underwent a planned
maintenance shutdown while the
51-year-old Galena chugged back
and forth on the Shelter Bay - Galena
Bay route.
Dave Holm, Waterbridge Ferries’
Marine Manager, says the Columbia
was shut down for major planned
maintenance “because we had to deal
with it while we had the Galena. We
had a week scheduled for that work
but we didn’t want it out of service
any longer than necessary.”
The maintenance crew finished
in five days. In addition to the work
on the Columbia, part of the process
was planning for future maintenance.
The ferry shuts down for four hours a
night, and jobs can be done a bit at a
time in that timeframe, Holm said. An
experienced mechanical supervisor
and an engineer were on hand so
“everybody could get together, see
what to do, and make some changes.”
Although many Nakusp and Area
K residents are uneasy about no longer
having a backup readily available,
there might be a solution in the works.

“The ministry is considering a
multi-purpose vessel that could be
deployed at several of the Province’s
inland ferries to provide refit relief
during planned maintenance,” said
Danielle Pope, with the Ministry
of Transport’s media relations
department. “However, that would be
a longer-term project, with no timeline
as yet.
“A serious mechanical issue that
would remove MV Columbia from
service for an extended period is
unlikely. However, should that happen,
West Kootenay residents would still
have access to healthcare, shopping
and other services in Nelson via
Highway 6, and Vernon/Kelowna via
Highway 6 and the Needles Ferry.”
She dodged a question about the
triple time it would take for anyone
to reach Revelstoke for trips east on
Hwy 1.

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription
Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to:

The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

making the DEV Galena unnecessary
as a replacement vessel. However, the
ministry recently notified the Village
that the MV Columbia was indeed
being taken out of service between
December 14 and 21. In response to
emails received by the mayor inquiring
what will happen if the MV Columbia
does break down and the DEV Galena
is decommissioned, Councillor Zeleznik
asked how quickly the replacement they
have lined up could be in service. Mayor
Hamling added she would like to know
how many vehicles the replacement can
handle, including chip trucks. Mueller
suggested they remind the ministry
about the bridge they once promised
to build, and Zeleznik said, “if you’re
going to ask for one bridge, ask for two.”
• Councillor Ulli Mueller informed
council that the tipping fees at the
Nakusp landfill are going up from
$85 to $90 per tonne. Mueller said
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the reason for the increase is that fees
in the west subregion of the RDCK
(Castlegar/ Slocan Valley corridor) are
cheaper than in the central subregion
(Nelson Kootenay Lake corridor), so
people are going to Ootischenia near
Castlegar rather than Nelson to dump
their garbage. The increase will bring
tipping fees in line with the central
subregion’s in order to discourage crosssubregion dumping. The extra money
will pay for landfill closure costs and
allow the hazardous waste pick-up to
continue to occur once a year in larger
centres, including Nakusp.
• Council made the annual
appointments to the Nakusp and Area
Community Forest (NACFOR) board
of directors: Kathy Smith, president;
Geoff Grout, treasurer; Tom Zeleznik,
secretary; Laura Latter, RDCK
representative; John Cann and Walter
Posnikoff, directors at large.

Pre-Inventory Clearance Sale
30% off Ladies Wear & Fabric
Jan 12 to Jan 27

416 Broadway • Nakusp
250-265-3644

Thank you to everyone who helped make Celebration of Light a success it couldn’t have been done without you!!

Nakusp & District Chamber of Commerce
IgNight Firedancers
Village of Nakusp
Nakusp Community Choir
Columbia Power Corporation
The Arrow 107.1 FM – Nakusp Community Radio
Columbia Basin Trust
Nakusp Celebration of Light Event Committee
Box Lake Lumber
Andreea & Michael Myhal
Arrow Lakes Arts Council
Shannon Low
NACFOR
Valerie Hill
True North
Catherine DeLong
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Deb Guest
Homegrown Market & Juice Bar
Rachel Adair
Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Bud & Darlene Adair
Spiritwood Cards, Baubles & Tunes
Andrew & Joleen Minchin
Interfor
Ed, Wolfgang & Horatio Kostuch
Coachman Campground
Joanne & Bill Cowan
Nakusp Youth Centre
Mayor Karen Hamling
Overwaitea Foods
Rob Plaskett
Nakusp Minor Hockey
Zac Wethal
Broadway Deli
Richard Cann
Chumleys & Three Lions Pub
Rory McLeod
NSS Grads
Coleman Mackintosh
Madden Timber
Beth McLeod
Special Olympics
Frances Swan
Shon’s Bike & Ski
Hugh Watt
Century 21 Mountainview Realty
Dave Madden
Kal Tire
NSS Traffic Control
Old Firehall Collective
Grant Smith
CIBC
Richard Fahlman
Move on the Kusp - Cassia and Dancers
Dawn Devlin
Puppets on the Move
Betty Fahlman
Leland Pub
Kim Coates
Matt McKee
Thank you to all of the vendors, floats, businesses and participants for ensuring a great night.
A great big Thank You to SANTA for making a special appearance too!
Thank you also to anyone who may have been unintentionally missed on this list, please know
your assistance was greatly appreciated.
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COMMUNITY

Eat, drink and be merry at The Whole!
submitted
Many years ago, a young woman
turned up with her partner at all kinds
of meetings and community events
at the Vallican Whole Community
Centre. One day she confessed, “You
people think we’re big community
activists but really, our house is so
cold we come to meetings to get
warm!”
If you’re feeling kind of like that
yourself these days, what better way
to get warm (and fuzzy feelings) than
to come to the Locavores’ Feast at the
Vallican Whole on January 21? Doors
open 5 pm, dinner is at 6 pm.
This is the winter version of the
Locavores’ Feast, aka the 100 Mile
Potluck, where people search their
freezers and pantries for locally
grown delectables to share with their
neighbours and friends. It’s important
to remember everyone tends to load
their plates up at these things, so your
contribution needs to be big enough
to feed everyone in your party, and
more besides. It’s not critical that
every single ingredient be locally
grown, although it’s great if you
can do it.
“This is a movement, not a
religion,” says one of the organizers.
“No one expects you to have locally
grown vanilla. We’re here to celebrate
local community and to have a good
time with friends old and new.”
After dinner, local food gives
way to local creativity and culture.
Next up – Six Slocan Valley Minutes!
This is where anybody or -bodies can
get up and do anything – as long as it
is not illegal, immoral or disgusting.
Or really dangerous. You do not
need to sign up in advance, there is a
sign-up sheet at the event. While song
and dance and the usual sort of thing
are welcome (especially if you’ve
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never done it before!), the best acts
are the ones that come from way out
in left field: Create a pyramid with
six of your friends, show us how to
crochet with peaveys or knit with ski
poles, build a chair, make sushi, teach
us how to yodel, tell us something
you’re really passionate about, let
your imagination run wild!

This part of the evening only
works if there is buy-in from the
community. People have to take their
courage in both hands and agree to
do something, or harangue likely
friends by promising to support them
wholeheartedly. You only have to
do it for six minutes and in fact you
can’t do it for any longer or you will

be hauled off the stage with a hook.
(Hint: Gary loves it if you go over
six minutes, otherwise he never gets
to use the hook…he has been known
to haul off the entire Vallican Whole
Community Choir.)
The Locavores’ Feasts have
become part of the colourful fabric
of our community, and you would

be amazed what you can learn about
your neighbours at Six Slocan Valley
Minutes. This is an event not to be
missed. Admission is by donation
and a generous potluck item. Vallican
Whole Community Centre, Saturday,
January 21, Doors 5 pm, dinner 6 pm.
3762 Little Slocan S. Rd. Facebook:
TheWhole.

submitted
It’s a new year, and tax time is
looming. For those who feel stressed
about the subject, help is at hand.
The Nelson Public Library and
Chartered Professional Accountants
Canada have teamed up to offer a
presentation entitled Effective Tax
Strategies. This free session takes
place Thursday, January 19 at 7 pm
at the library.
CPA Anne Drysdale will help
participants develop effective
strategies, understand basic tax
law, learn how to be a proactive tax
planner, and gather simple tips and
tools to save money.

“Understanding your tax issues
and planning ahead will help you
achieve your tax objectives,” says
Drysdale. “This presentation will
provide you with tools to legally
reduce the taxes you pay.”
Drysdale has a keen interest in
the subject, which began when she
was working at a small accounting

practice in Whistler. Returning
to Calgary to article with MNP,
a mid-sized accounting firm, she
obtained her Chartered Accounting
designation and enrolled in the
Canadian Institute of Chartered
Accountant’s in-depth tax course.
Recently hired to work with Berg
Lehmann in Nelson, she looks

forward to providing tax solutions
for clients.
Chartered Professional
Accountants Canada offers free
financial literacy sessions for
individuals, schools, and businesses
with community partners across
Canada. The library is pleased to
host this useful and timely session.

submitted
The BC Arts Council is
accepting applications from arts
and culture organizations for two
funding programs with deadlines
this month.
The ‘Youth Engagement
Program’ provides support for
organizations taking innovative and
inspiring approaches that engage
young people in arts and culture.
The application deadline is Monday,
January 16.
‘Project Assistance for
Community Arts Festivals’ supports
community-based arts and cultural
organizations that produce local
arts festivals. These awards assist
with fees for professional artists and
technicians engaged for the festival.
Priority will be given to festivals
that feature British Columbian and

Canadian artists. The application
deadline is Monday, January 30.
The BC government is investing
approximately $60 million in arts
and culture again in 2016-17 to
further support a thriving creative

economy. Supported within this
funding, the BC Arts Council is
providing $24 million to help artists
and cultural organizations flourish
in more than 200 communities
throughout the province.

After a successful fall, The
Village Hearth Farm-to-Table
Restaurant in New Denver is taking a
short break and will re-open January
20 with a new winter menu.
Seasonal menus are just one of
many ways The Village Hearth and
other farm-to-table restaurants stand
out from the rest. Farm-to-table

restaurants serve up dishes featuring
local food in season.
This is a healthy way to eat,
but that’s not all. Farm-to-table
restaurants help to build a resilient
local food system by enabling local
farmers and food processors to
scale up production to become
economically viable and meet the

Effective Tax Strategies presentation at the Nelson Library

Support South
Slocan freeskier
to go to worlds

by Jan McMurray
Check out Sol Butler’s Go Fund Me
campaign. Sol is from South Slocan, and
has been invited to compete in the 2017
Junior Freeride World Championships
in Andorra in early February.
Four Canadian freeskiers – two
from Whitewater – are among 29 junior
male freeskiers from around the world
who were invited.
Sol is raising money so that their
coach, Dano, can come along. Visit
https://www.gofundme.com/get-sol-tothe-freeride-worlds.
Eva “Alice” MacLaren (nee Casley)
October 28, 1921 - December 29, 2016

On December 29, 2016 at the age of 95, Alice passed
away peacefully at Gillis House in Merritt.
Alice was born in Arrowhead, New Denver, BC, the oldest
of four children. On November 13, 1938, Alice married
Arthur (Art) Cooper in Nelson, BC. Alice and Art settled
in Silverton, BC, where they raised their four children.
In 1960, Alice and Art moved to Hope, BC, where she
worked as a Nurse’s Aide and later as a LPN.
In 1971, Alice relocated to Kamloops, BC, where she was
married to Duncan Ronald (Ron) MacLaren. Alice and
Ron spent many wonderful years together. They traveled
more than 20 winters to Yuma, Arizona, where their lives
were filled with music, dance and wonderful friends.
Alice is predeceased by her first husband, Art Cooper, her second husband, Ron MacLaren, her
sister Gloria Deguglielmo, her brother Ken Casley, her son Gerald (Gary) Cooper, her daughter
Juanita McAllister, her sons, Grant and Ronnie Cooper, and her step-son Terry MacLaren.
Alice is survived by her brother Roy Casley, her sister-in-law Beverly Casley, her daughter-inlaws Wanda Cooper, KJevita Cooper, and Mary Cooper, her step-son Bob (Gail) MacLaren,
step-daughter-in-law Ann (Terry) MacLaren, step-daughter Darlene (Al) Gulliford), step-son
Larry (Juanita) MacLaren, and granddaughter Wendy (Dean) Barber and many grand and
great grandchildren.
Alice’s family would like to express our heartfelt appreciation for the wonderful care and
compassion that Alice received from the staff at Gillis House in Merritt.
There will be a graveside service at Hillside Cemetery, Kamloops, in the spring 2017.
Arrangements entrusted to Alternatives Funeral & Cremation Services 250-554-2324.
Condolences may be expressed to the family from www.myalternatives.ca.

Reminder to apply for arts grants for youth engagement, festivals

On December 17 the South Slocan Kootenay Lake Hospital Auxiliary made its annual Christmas
Draw with the help of Lyndon Rains of Kootenay Savings, secretary Ann Woods and president
Sharon Speirs. Winners were: Kalvinder Kang, homemade quilt and doily; Joanne McGregor,
watercolour; Mavis Krueger, handmade rug and Darryl Fizzard, handmade bear and willow chair.

The ideas behind The Village Hearth Farm-to-Table Restaurant

Re-Opening
January 20
with
New Winter Menu!

Farm-to-Table Restaurant
on New Denver’s main street
Friday, Saturday, Sunday
5-8 pm
250-358-2449

The Village Hearth is a
project of the Healthy
Community Society of
the North Slocan Valley

increasing demand for local food.
In addition to strengthening local
agriculture and local food security,
The Village Hearth is committed
to providing fair prices and living
wages, and to strengthening social,
economic and cultural relationships
within the community.
The Village Hearth is a project
of the Healthy Community Society
of the North Slocan Valley (HCS).
The restaurant is a social enterprise,
which means that the earned income
from the restaurant will support
the broader community and social
development work of the society.
The enterprise will be run with
careful attention to ‘people, planet
and profit’ or a triple bottom line,
in which social, environmental, and
economic impacts are evaluated to
gauge success.
The Healthy Community Society
was established in 2006 and runs
several programs at Lucerne School
in New Denver – managing the
garden and greenhouse at the school,
helping to ensure that food production
is part of the curriculum, offering an
after school gardening program,
and providing healthy breakfasts
and lunches using some of the food
produced at the school. The Village
Hearth is the society’s latest project.
Come check out the new winter
menu, and watch for information
about Locals’ Month in February!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
FREE CD AND BOOKS - A Sound that
connects Heaven with Earth. eckankarbc.ca

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be
your own boss with help from the Self
Employment program at Community
Futures! Through this program you will
receive business plan instruction and
ongoing business training and coaching
while you start your business. And if
you’re eligible you will usually also receive
financial support for the first year. To learn
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or
expanding your own business? If so, call
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

THE NORTH VALLEY MOUNTAIN
FILM FESTIVAL is now accepting
short films and slideshows for our 2017
event. Deadline for submissions is January
31st, 2017. For submission guidelines
and event information visit www.
northvalleyfilmfestival.com or email
us at northvalleyfilmfest@gmail.com

CARDS OF THANKS

WINLAW WINTER WONDERUL:
Colleen Emery of Emery Herbals and Jess
Duchart of Chamela Giri and Bindu are
thrilled to announce that the Annual Winlaw
Winter Wonderful was a huge success this
year!! Many thanks to all the organizers
and community support for this event
including Brendan Murray-Nellis of Raven
Acupuncture, Jordan and Jenna of TreeFolk
FireWood, Kelvin Saldern of Columbia
Basin Trust, Ashley Emery for keeping the
fire stoked all day, and for all the vendors
who braved the cold to be outside in this
unique and wonderful market. The event this
year raised $600 for the WE Graham Service
Society’s Christmas Hamper Program.
We are grateful to be giving this size of a
donation to this cause. Thanks everyone!!

CLASSIFIED ADS

THE ROTARY CLUB OF NAKUSP
thanks you for your generous support for
the Waterfront Lighting Project: Columbia
Basin Trust, Regional District of Central
Kootenay, Nakusp & Area Community
Foundation, Nakusp & Area Community
Forest, Rotary District 5080, Recreation
Commission #4, Kootenay Savings Credit
Union, Pacific Inland Pole and Piling, True
North Forestry Consulting, Russell Hopp,
Hanson Electric, BC Hydro, Arrow Lakes
Ready Mix, Village of Nakusp, Rotary
Club of Nakusp, Artistic Lighting Design.

and song. Light refreshments provided.
Hosted by the Columbia Basin Alliance
for Literacy.
THANK YOU TO SHARON BLOCK
for 6 years as the Area H Nelson Public
Library Trustee. Join us on January 18 at the
Passmore Lodge Library Outreach day to
thank her in person, from 3:30-5 (program
at 4:00). Refreshments served. Hosted by
CBAL and the Nelson Public Library.

COMING EVENTS

THE WHOLE SCHOOL – Ready, Set,
LEARN! – 8 FRIDAYS in Jan & Feb.
The Whole School is hosting a workshop
for preschoolers and parents. Join us at
5614 Hwy 6 for 8 active and informative
mornings dedicated to “reading readiness.”
Every Friday through Jan & Feb from
9:30-noon. Contact Josée 250-226-7737
or email wholeschool@gmail.com
TUNE INTO MUSIC: Listen! Make!
Move! Family Literacy Week special
event on Saturday, January 28 at Passmore
Hall, 1:30 – 3:00. All ages welcome to join
the fun with instrument making, dance,

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 7:00-11:00
PM, Kootenay Dance Beat Society has
reserved the Royal on Baker for LIVE
MUSIC. $10 members/advance $12
others/door. $15 and a non-perishable
food donation = membership and dance! A
SPECIAL NIGHT FOR DANCERS with
Railtown! Tickets at Otter Books Nelson,
or 250-551-6506.
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UP CLOSE AND INTIMATE ~ Back
by popular demand. Sold out last season!
Exceptional events right here at home in
the Slocan Valley. February 18, Le Cabaret
Intime, with Laura and Paul Landsberg •
March 11, Breakwater with Jeff Faragher
• April 1, Bessie Wapp, In Her Own Words
~ Original local theatre. All three for only
$50! Vallican Whole Community Centre,
3762 Slocan South Rd. FB/TheWhole
LOCAVORES’ FEAST and Six Slocan
Valley Minutes. Read all about it in this
paper! Admission by donation and a
generous potluck item. Vallican Whole
Community Centre, Saturday, January 21,
Doors 5pm, dinner 6pm. 3762 Little Slocan
S. Rd. FB/TheWhole

ESTHETICS

DI’S
ESTHETICS

FULL SERVICE
SALON
WINLAW
250-226-7318

Open Thurs - Sun

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM
WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Bill Lander
Realtor®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley
for the 14th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson,
Kaslo & Trail

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

REAL ESTATE
Christina Harder
Realtor®

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

Open Thursday Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Closed Sunday Wednesday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

GIFTS

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax
www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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COMING EVENTS

SLOCAN LAKE GARDEN SOCIETY
(SLGS) AGM and Planning Meeting will be
held on Sunday, January 22nd, 2 pm, at the
Hidden Garden Gallery (803 Kildare St.) in
New Denver. This is your chance to help
plan the exciting projects and events for the
2017 season in the Kohan Garden. There
will be door prizes and presentation of great
recent work by the Healthy Community
Society as well as Information regarding
the new BC Societies Act. Membership
renewals and the chance to visit with other
garden enthusiasts. And, just a reminder, a
$5 membership entitles you to discounts at
Silverton Building Supplies.
THE SLOCAN VALLEY Community
Legacy Society is hosting a workshop
‘Getting Grants by Building Win-Win
Partnerships’ in two locations. New
Denver: Knox Hall, Monday Jan. 16th,
7:00 to 9:00 pm. Threads Guild Hall, 7112
Perry’s Back Road: Monday, Jan. 23, 7:00
to 9:00 pm. Check website for more details
www.slocanvalleylegacy.com .
A NEW YEAR, a new WIDE SPOT
question: What’s worth changing
and why? We’ve all made New Year’s

resolutions at some time – but really, what’s
important? What are you willing to do to
make change happen? Join us at on Sunday,
JANUARY 15th, at The Village Hearth
for music, discussion, and a light dinner.
Discussion begins at 4 pm; childcare at the
Youth Centre 3:45 to 5; music by Freya; nocost dinner at 5:15. A gift to the community
from Turner Zion United Church.

FOR RENT

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: Selfcontained office space approximately 20’ x
25’ available at 210 Lake Ave. in Silverton,
BC. $325.00 per/month + Utilities. Call
250-358-2293.
RENTAL SPACES for health practitioners
and/or small businesses in Silverton. Call
Sue at 250-358-2177 for more information.
WANTED TO RENT for 1 week in early
February. Cabin or small house in or near
Kaslo. Writer needs to work. Will pay more
for a wood burning fireplace. wgryphon1@
gmail.com. 843-224-2726. Sheldon Weinstein

Business Classifieds
start at $10.00
email:

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals.
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
SNOW THROWER FOR SALE:
Craftsman model #944.524690. 9.5 HP
27” Two stage power propelled. $500 OBO
in New Denver. Please call 604-788-4363.

FOUND

GREY & ORANGE SWEATSHIRT
FOUND (children’s size) at the Valley
Voice office on Merchants’ Night. Drop by
to claim. 250-358-7218.

HEALTH

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD
JOURNEY: Monday morning 9-10:15 and
Thursday afternoon 4-5:15. Honour your
body by reducing stress, building strength,
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come
and share mindfulness and the exultation
of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai
massage for $50. Experience an ancient
physiotherapy method for body/mind

wellness. Available by appointment in the
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/
SWEDISH RELAXATION MASSAGE
& REIKI hands-on-healing with Agnes.
Special intro 1.5-hour massage-$40. 29
years experience. Reiki classes. Agnes
Toews-Andrews 250-355-2848 www.
isismoonpublishing.com

HELP WANTED

YOUTH CENTRE COORDINATOR
wanted: Inquire at W.E. Graham
Community Service Society 250-355-2484
or svyouthcoordinator@gmail.com.
HOME CARE/HOUSEKEEPER in
Nakusp. We will train. Ph. 250-265-3273.
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS: BURTON
HISTORIC PARK AND CAMPGROUND
Campground Operating Contract. The Burton
Historic Campground & Park operating
contract is up for renewal. The Burton
Community Association (BCA) will be
awarding a new contract for the coming two
camp years of January 2017 to December
2018 with the option of two one-year
extensions. The campground and park is a
community asset that serves local residents
and visitors alike. Located in Burton, the

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

ADVERTISING

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR DRUGS becoming
a major problem in your life? AA, NA and
ALANON meetings happen in the area.
For information on AA meetings contact in
New Denver: 358-7158; Nakusp 265-4216;
Kaslo 353-2658; South Slocan 226-7705;
Playmor Junction 359-7310. For on NA
meetings contact in New Denver 358-7265.
For information on ALANON meetings
contact in New Denver 358-7904 and in
Slocan 226-6871. If you don’t get through
when you call, please try another number.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning
for death and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.

• BICYCLE

LARRY’S REPAIR

513 PARK AVE., SLOCAN
(formerly SLOCAN AUTO)

250-355-2632
We do automotive from A - Z

It’s fall, time to service your snow
blower - Ken Hart can help
8845 Hwy 31 • Shutty Bench • 250-353-2800

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

ENVIRONMENT
info

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST
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campground is surrounded by beach/ lake
on three sides and has many amenities. The
operator will be responsible for running and
maintaining the campground and park. The
operator will also participate in the continuing
development of the facility with the BCA. To
obtain instructions for proposal submissions
or to learn more, please send your request to
the following email: bca@burtoncity.ca. This
opportunity to submit proposals expires at
midnight February 10, 2017

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

CLEANING

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca
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NOTICES

NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.

PETS

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE –
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area
and river swims. Call now to book your
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
IS YOUR DOG WELL BEHAVED?
Would you like your dog to listen to you?
Does a relaxed on-leash walk appeal to
you? For more information, visit www.
proudofmydog.ca

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

Palette Knife Snowscapes: Sun Jan 29,
1-4pm, $45. Crescent Valley Hall.
Emergency First Aid-CPR C: Sat Feb
25, 8:30-4:30pm, $105, Crescent Valley
Hall. Call (250) 226-0008 for more info
or to register.
Snowshoe Adventure Day: Sun Feb 5,
10am-1pm, $25 or $40/couples.
Jazz Ballet Fusion: Tues’s Jan 17-Mar
14, 6:30-7:30pm, $80, Slocan Park Hall.

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.BC.CA
SERVICES

DI’S ESTHETICS: Full Service Salon
from manicures and pedicures to facials
and lash tinting, and everything in between!
Winter Prep Special – 15% off all services.
Refer a friend and get 10% off your next
service, your friend will get an additional
10% off their first booking, too! Visit Di’s
Esthetics Facebook page for full menu,
prices, etc. Call for appointments: 250226-7318.

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows,
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high
performing windows by Gentek. We also
have lots of wood and metal doors in
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus,
Bell, Xplornet etc; antennas, boosters, home
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James,
250-226-7236, tjfworks.ca
LANDLORDS: FORGET THE
HASSLE. Peace of Mind Rental
Management will screen applicants, collect
the rent, inspect at regular intervals, answer
tenants’ emergency calls, and arrange for
repairs. 15 years of experience as landlords
of three properties. Put our knowledge to
work for you! 358 area only. 250-358-2119
or kaytrin@netidea.com.
PERSONAL COUNSELLING with Sue
Mistretta, M.A. in Silverton and Winlaw.
19 years of counselling experience. Phone
250-358-2177 or email soulgarden58@
gmail.com to book a free 30-minute
consultation. Visit www.handandsoul.ca
for more details.

WANTED

L O W- C O S T, E F F I C I E N T
WOODSTOVE wanted by limited income
individual. 250-687-1277.
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Amnesty International Book Club celebrates great Canadian novels
submitted
Fiction has a way of opening doors
and new understanding in unexpected
ways. The Nelson Public Library and
Nelson’s Amnesty International group
have teamed up to celebrate the role of
literature in human rights issues with a
book club that embraces popular novels
and great discussions.
The first Nelson AI Book Club
meeting is Tuesday, January 24 at 7 pm
in the library. Everyone is welcome.
Launched in 2014, the Amnesty
International Book Club recommends a
new Canadian novel every two months,
with online features such interactive
author interviews, podcast episodes,

challenging discussion questions and
rich human rights backgrounds to the
books’ topics.
The January novel is A Recipe for
Bees by BC author Gail AndersonDargatz, which explores the remarkable
life of feisty and funny rural senior
Augusta Olsen. Copies are readily
available through the library and the BC
Interlibrary Connect service.
Discussion facilitator and long-time
AI member Gary Ockenden is also a
member of the Global Urgent Action
Network and vice-president of the Board
of AI Canada.
“I’m looking forward to the launch
of a Nelson book club,” says Ockenden.

“I think we’ll enjoy reading great books,
and going beyond the book by exploring
the human rights aspects within each
book.”
The local group hosts a monthly
potluck and organizes an annual
film festival, guest speakers, and
the Write for Rights local campaign
each December. More information
about Amnesty International will be
available at the Book Club meeting or
at amnestybookclub.ca.
Everyone is welcome to read A
Recipe for Bees and drop in for hearty
refreshments and engaging discussion.
For more information call the library at
352-6333 and ask for Anne or Heather.

submitted
Saturday January 21, from 7 to 11
pm, the Kootenay Dance Beat Society
has reserved the Royal on Baker Street
for a special night of dancing to a live
band. Railtown will play a full night of
mixed songs just for dancing.
Since restarting in November of
2015, the Kootenay’s social dance club
has been hosting affordable practices,
dance parties, and classes in the area,
all with the intent to preserve and grow
our partner dance community and make
dancing accessible to all. No partner? No
problem! We try to dance with everyone.
This won’t be just a bar night, so
bring out your dancing shoes and help us

crowd the floor with joy! Solo dancers
and all styles welcome.
Tickets are available at Otter Books
or by calling 250-551-6506. $10 advance
and for members, $12 at the door and
non-members. A special offer – $15
and a non-perishable food donation

at the door will get you an annual
membership AND the dance. We need
your participation to thrive and grow.
Billets can be arranged for out of town
guests; talk to our members. Check us
out on Facebook at: Kootenay Dance
Beat Society.

submitted
The Annual Winlaw Winter
Wonderful was a huge success
this year, raising $600 for the WE
Graham Community Service Society’s
Christmas Hamper Program.
“Despite the bitter cold
temperatures, we had the best turnout
yet for vendors and for local folk

seeking hand crafted, artisanal goods
for their holiday gift giving,” said
Colleen Emery of Emery Herbals.
“Many tummies were fed with
yummy stews and soups and we all
warmed up with tea and chai around the
bonfire that kept us all toasty warm,”
added Jess Duchart of Chamela Giri
and Bindu.

Kootenay Dance Beat hosts dance at Royal on Baker

Winlaw Winter Wonderful a success

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Nakusp Redi-Mix

serving the Kootenays since 1973

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVE WEATHERHEAD
250-265-4311 (ph)
nakuspredimix@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

www.manciaconstruction.ca

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Leaf Cabinetry

mobile

BONDED Journeyman carpenter • Licenced
(Canadian) Sub-contractor • Licenced (US) Contractor.

Darrell A. Olsen
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

250-358-7721

K&A

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMINUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE.
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS
GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Box 595 Nakusp, BC
Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0		
Phone: 250-265-4621
email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations
of Wood Burning Appliances
WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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Sharon Block retires from Nelson Library board

by Art Joyce
Slocan Valley resident Sharon
Block has recently retired from her
position as Area H South trustee on
the Nelson Library board, replaced
by Esther Zdebiak, who is also
president of Mt. Sentinel PAC.
Block’s six-year term was like
packing a life into a day – she saw
the introduction of e-books and iPads
and was instrumental in getting the
south valley added to the library’s
service area. She says she couldn’t
have had a better experience with the
group that made up the board.
“When you’re on a board,
you’re pretty much one, you’re not
individuals. That’s how we function
on that board, all of us. We would of
course have our own opinions and
that would all be considered. And
I liked that I could say things about
Area H South and it would take.”
Block was part of a group of about
a dozen people who spearheaded the
drive to get a referendum adding the

south valley to the library’s outreach.
A narrow majority voted in favour of
adding library service fees to their
taxes. As part of the Memorandum
of Understanding drawn up by
Area H Director Walter Popoff, that
meant having one person on the
board from the valley. The Nelson
Municipal Library advertises for the
board position for Area H. The board
reviews the application and makes
the recommendation to the Area H
representative.
“What I do is take the name, call
the person and have a good chat to
see if they’d be a good fit to represent
the area and the library board,”
explains Popoff. “So if I feel it’s a
good fit, I make the recommendation
to the Regional District board.”
Block says she saw library
patronage grow during her term
– people took advantage of being
able to get a library card and enjoy
the outreach services. Initially the
outreach took place at Winlaw
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School but eventually it moved to
Passmore Lodge, where it remains.
“People who are interested in getting
books but don’t necessarily have
the ability to travel into Nelson
can place orders with the librarian
in the outreach service,” explains
Popoff. “We found out we had better
participation at the Lodge.”
But Block – a 34-year resident
of the valley – remembers the
pre-digital era of library services
well. For many years there was a
provincial program called the Open
Bookshelf for communities that
didn’t have a library. “It was in the
time of no computers so they’d mail
you things, including a binder of
what books were available to order,”
recalls Block. “So then you’d mail
your request to them and they’d send
books back to you, and they could
send you up to 25 books.”
But at some point that service
ceased, leaving south valley
residents with only the option of
having to pay $75 per family per
year to get a Nelson Public Library
card. With so many valley families
earning marginal incomes, this was
beyond the reach of some. Block
wrote the provincial government
explaining the need for affordable

library services. Don Munro was
the Area H Director at the time and
helped her get a petition together.
After Munro’s retirement, she and
her group worked with Walter Popoff
to bring the issue to referendum.
Areas E, F and H were included in
the referendum and the vote was
held October 16, 2010. Areas F and
H voted yes.
“There was a core group
of us who worked very hard at
campaigning for a yes vote,” says
Block. “Walter did the hard work
with the agreement and the bylaw.
With all that hard work done, it made
it really easy just to be part of the
board; there was no feeling on my
part that I had to fight for the valley
because that was done already.”
At the end of the first five-year
term for the agreement, the Regional
District board reviewed funding
levels and decided a slight increase
was needed to properly fund the
service. Popoff has also provided
supplementary grant funding. The
new funding agreement will last the
next five years without any change
“unless something drastic happens,”
according to Popoff. Also revised
was the length of terms served by
board members – from four years

to six.
Block has raised three children in
the valley – now adults in their 30s
– and says reading has always been
an essential part of their family life.
She’s not worried about the future of
books. She works at Winlaw School
as secretary and library clerk and
sees a strong tradition of reading in
valley families. “There’s still parents
who take their kids weekly to the
library. Kids will take two to five
books home every week; they just
love it. All my kids are avid readers
to this day.”

submitted
Ranch rock/folk/country roots
musicians Johnny P. Johnson and the
JPJ Band play Silverton Memorial
Hall January 14.
Growing up on the family farm
in rural Saskatchewan, Johnson’s
passion for music most likely came
from his parent’s love of singing
gospel hymns. After relocating to a
community just outside of Nelson,
where he operates a small organic
farm, he set his task on being a stayat-home dad raising his three sons,
while still returning to Saskatchewan

to farm. Now that the boys have left
the nest, Johnson has shifted his
devotion back to making music.
He is excited to release his
second solo album produced by
Tom McKillip, a nine-time BCCMA
Producer of the Year. JPJ’s new
music is proudly ranch rock, folk,
and country roots, with songs that will
captivate and engage any audience
with stories that depict a journey
through what he calls, “This thing
called life.”
Earlier accomplishments include
his success as a solo artist in 2005

after recording and independently
co-producing his first solo folk-roots
album Prairie Roots Grow Deep. This
album, with a real Canadiana feel,
garnered him a nomination for Roots
Album of the Year at the 2006 BC
Country Music Association Awards.
Johnson will be joined by Hans
Javan on fiddle and mandolin, Hal
Rezansoff on stand-up bass and Jason
Thomas on guitar and banjo.
Doors open at the Silverton
Memorial Hall at 7 pm with the show
starting at 7:30. Tickets are $15 at
the door.

Slocan Valley resident Sharon Block has recently
retired from her position on the Nelson Library board.

Johnny P. Johnson live at the Silverton Hall

Ranch rock/folk/country roots musicians Johnny P. Johnson and the JPJ Band play Silverton Memorial Hall January 14.

RCMP helicopter in Slocan Valley January 4
by Jan McMurray
Helicopter activity in the Slocan
Valley on January 4 created quite a
buzz on Facebook.
Constable Shawn Chetwynd of
the Slocan Lake detachment reports
that the helicopter was in the area to
assist with the RCMP’s radio tower
maintenance. While they had the

helicopter, officers also conducted
a fly over of the lake and Slocan
River in an effort to locate David
Taylor, the man who went missing
November 2 while boating from
Slocan to his home at Pebble Beach
on the west side of the lake.
The search for Taylor was
suspended November 8 after an

extensive effort by water, land, and
air. Chetwynd said there are no plans
to conduct any further searches
unless new information comes to
light.
“Since we had an aircraft in the
area, I requested that we canvass the
area in case the body had resurfaced,”
he said.

