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A historic decision for the Sinixt 

people is set to be made on March 27 
in Nelson court. 

The trial of Rick Desautel, the 
Sinixt man from south of the border 
charged under the BC Wildlife 
Act with hunting as a non-resident 
and without a permit, wrapped 
up December 1. On March 27 in 
Nelson court, Justice Mrozinsky will 
deliver her judgment and reasons for 
decision.

Desautel pleaded not guilty to the 
charges. “Hunting is an Aboriginal 
right and I was exercising my right 
in our territory up there,” Desautel 
said in an interview. “Aboriginal 
rights allow First Nations people to 
hunt without a licence. Technically, 
I am a member of a First Nations 
group when I come into Canada, so 
technically I’m a resident and don’t 
need a licence or guide.”

“The question for the judge 
hinges on whether non-residents who 
are Aboriginal people hold rights to 
territory within Canada,” said Karen 
Newmoon, a Selkirk College student 
who was present in court for the final 
arguments November 29-December 
1. The evidence was heard over three 
weeks in September and October.

Newmoon reports that Crown 
Prosecutor Glen Thompson argued 
that the Sinixt abandoned their 
aboriginal rights in Canada in the 
late 1800s – and if they didn’t fully 
abandon them at that time, then they 
certainly did so in 1938 when they 
joined the Colville Confederated 

Case of the Sinixt hunter: legal decision coming March 27 
Tribes in Washington State. He 
argued that Canada’s sovereignty 
would be threatened if “foreign 
nationals” had rights in Canada.

“They referred to me as a 
‘foreign national,’” said Desautel. 
“They never acknowledged that I 
am First Nations. That’s what I’m 
fighting for – acknowledgment that 
I’m a Sinixt person and a descendant 
of the people from the territory that 
I’m hunting in.”

Newmoon reports that in court, 

Desautel’s lawyer, Mark Underhill, 
pointed out that in 1896, the BC 
government passed a law making it 
illegal for Sinixt people in the US 
to hunt in Canada, and therefore the 
Sinixt did not voluntarily abandon 
their rights.

“The prosecution said we 
voluntarily left, but we didn’t,” 
said Desautel. “There was never 
any ceding – we never voluntarily 
left. Although they call us extinct, 
we’re really not. We dispersed and 

were absorbed into other bands and 
tribes, but we have the heritage and 
bloodline that runs back to the Sinixt. 
So can you say we left? No, we’ve 
always been there.”

The court proceedings attracted 
several members of the public, 
including two grade 12 law classes 
and a class from Nelson’s Wildflower 
School.

This case relates to Desautel’s 
hunting trip to the Castlegar area 
in October 2010, when he killed 

an elk. The website of his lawyer’s 
firm (Underhill Gage Litigation) 
states: “Over the course of the trial, 
the court heard from several expert 
witnesses on the unique history of 
the Sinixt, and from Sinixt witnesses 
resident on both sides of the border. 
… The Sinixt people have long 
sought recognition of their rights in 
British Columbia since the Arrow 
Lakes Band, established under the 
Indian Act, was declared ‘extinct’ 
in 1956.”

Kelley Roberts and Tammy Hascarl were ‘Naughty’ and ‘Nice’ in Selkirk/Royal LePage’s offices at Nakusp’s Celebration of Light, December 2.
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE COUNCIL & STAFF
OF THE VILLAGE OF NAKUSP

Please note the following holiday schedule:

NAKUSP SPORTS COMPLEX: 
Closed December 25, 26 & January 1st, 2017

Public Skating: Admission: Adults $2, Youth $2, under 5-free

HOLIDAY ICE SCHEDULE:
Regular ice schedule from December 19 to January 2 except 

closures on December 25 -26 & January 1, 2017.
 Junior Hockey  8:00 am - 9:30 am        $2
 Senior Hockey      10:00 am – 11:30 am    $5
 Public Skating        12:00 pm - 3:30 pm   
 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm - Private Rentals Available - $36/hr

Please check with Arena Staff 250-265-4500 or 250-265-1171 for 
more information or for additional ice bookings.

VILLAGE OFFICE (91 1st Street NW):
The Village office will be closed Monday, December 26th and 

Tuesday, December 27th 
Reopen on Wednesday, December 28th

The office will be closed on January 2nd, 2017

PUBLIC WORKS:
Garbage pickup for December 26th will be moved to December 27th 

and
January 2nd, 2017 garbage pickup will be moved to January 3rd, 

2017.
All other garbage pickups remain on regular scheduled days.

Recycling pick up is on December 22nd.
Public Works office will be closed December 25th, December 26th 

and January 2nd, 2017.
Emergencies Only - 250-265-3861

HOT SPRINGS:
December 23 – normal winter hours 9:30 am to 9:30 pm

December 24 – open at 9:30 am to 5:00 pm only
December 25 – open at 9:30 am to 5:00 pm only

December 26 – open regular hours of 9:30 am to 9:30 pm
Winter Wednesdays – November to March 

NAKUSP FIRE DEPARTMENT:
The Nakusp Fire Department wishes everyone a Merry Christmas.

Please be holiday safe: be careful with candles and electrical 
overloads.

Remember to change smoke detector batteries
In an emergency call 911

Season’s Greetings
             from Barry, Judy
                  & the staff

     250-355-2403

by Katrine Campbell
The Supreme Court of Canada 

has heard arguments over the 
Ktunaxa Nation Council’s objection 
to development of the Jumbo Glacier 
Resort in the Qat’muk Valley. The 
case was heard December 1 in Ottawa, 
but no judgement was rendered; it 
could be as long as six months before 
the court reaches a decision.

The justices heard arguments 
from lawyers for the proponent 
Glacier Resorts Ltd., for the Ktunaxa, 
and from some of the intervenors. 
The case was based on the Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms Section 

2(a), freedom of religion, and the 
Constitution’s Article 35, duty to 
consult with First Nations. 

The Kootenay Presbytery of the 
United Church of Canada was an 
intervenor in the case, represented 
by its chair, Rev. Greg Powell of 
Castlegar United Church. Powell 
said the developer’s lawyers argued 
that the case should be based on 
either Section 2(a) or Article 35, but 
not both.

The Ktunaxa say it is both. 
For Powell, “the biggest question 

is: if indigenous people are full 
Canadians, don’t they deserve the full 

protection of the Charter? 
“One of the reasons why this 

case is potentially precedent setting 
is that when the court has heard cases 
under Section 2(a), it has been about 
buildings [e.g. churches], not the land 
itself. The Ktunaxa don’t have to go 
to Qat’muk but it has to be intact for 
their spiritual practices. The Supreme 
Court has never heard a case quite like 
this before.

“The precedent would be 
‘what does this mean for future 
developments that could affect First 
Nations’ spirituality?’ Other First 
Nations could be in a similar situation 
with their sacred land being apart 
from where they reside.”

The Ktunaxa believe that 
Qat’muk is where the Grizzly Bear 
Spirit was born, goes to heal itself, 
and returns to the spirit world. They 
believe that, if the resort were built, 
they would no longer have access to 
its spirit and guidance.

The developer’s lawyers argued 
that the Ktunaxa only brought up 
the religious argument recently and 
should be restricted to only the ‘duty 
to consult’ argument.

“The Ktunaxa practice a unique 
religion,” explained Powell. “During 
the hearing the lawyers made the 
point that, because the declaration 
wasn’t made until ’09 or ’10 they 
questioned the validity of the claim. 
That was heartbreaking for the 
Ktunaxa. They keep their spiritual 
practices secret because in the not-
so-distant past they were outlawed. 
That’s why the Ktunaxa didn’t use 
that argument earlier. 

“One other part was poignant for 
me. Some had to leave the courtroom 
to grieve that their very spiritual 
identities were being questioned.”

One of the reasons that the 
Kootenay Presbytery obtained 
intervenor status is that Christianity 
is very protected, and if Christianity is 
protected then so should every other 
religion be, Powell said. “It’s not clear 
they are protected.”

Supreme Court hears Ktunaxa arguments against Jumbo Resort

by John Boivin
Lawyers in the Lemon Creek 

fuel spill trial are still organizing 
and pouring through volumes of 
evidence, likely pushing the start of 
the trial well into the new year.

Crown and defence attorneys 
gathered by conference call before 
Judge Robert Brown in a Nelson 
courtroom on Tuesday, December 6.

Crown prosecutor John Cliff 
told the court he’d sent out 10 
binders of documents to the defence 
in October, but had five more to 
prepare. 

“I have a number of materials 
that have to be organized, copied, 
and sent my learned friends,” he told 
the judge. He said he plans to finish 
sending out the materials this month.

Lawyers for the defendants 
will review the evidence before 
submitting their plea to the judge, 
now likely in February.

The prosecution and defence 
lawyers have been meeting monthly 

Lemon Creek spill trial lawyers still wading through paperwork
since September to discuss progress 
on the case. Brown said the next 
hearing will be on January 10 to wrap 
up disclosures and prepare for trial.

The provincial government, 
Alberta-based Executive Flight 
Centre and one of its employees are 
all co-defendants in the case, begun 
after a tanker truck carrying aviation 
fuel up a logging road in the Slocan 
Valley tipped over and spilled 33,000 
litres of fuel into Lemon Creek.

2,500 people were forced to 
evacuate the area, fish and wildlife 
were killed downstream, and 
residents were warned not to drink 
from shallow wells.

Residents criticized the slow 
launch of clean-up efforts.

The Province investigated, 
concluding that no charges were 
warranted. That infuriated locals 
like Marilyn Burgoon, who worked 
with the West Coast Environmental 
Law Centre to lay rarely-used private 
criminal charges against the trucking 

company, the driver Danny LaSante, 
and the provincial government.

In July the federal government 
decided to lay its own charges. 
Burgoon’s case was stayed while the 
federal case works its way through 
the courts.

The defendants have been 

charged with two counts of 
“depositing a deleterious substance 
in a water frequented by fish” under 
the Fisheries Act. The penalty on 
conviction is a minimum of $5,000 
for an individual and $100,000 for 
the government or a company.

There are also six counts of 

“introducing waste into a stream 
causing pollution” under the 
Environmental Management Act. 
The maximum penalty set out in 
the Act is a $1 million fine or six 
months in jail.

A civil case by residents is also 
running parallel to the criminal trial.
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Gift-giving Ideas at Vince DeVito Shoes...

Leather belts 
hand-made 

in house

Leather 
wallets from 

Red Wing

Darn 
Tough 
Socks

Cozy
Slippers

www.facebook.
com/pages/Vince-
DeVitos-Specialty-

Footwear-LTD

Great selection, professional fitting, 
expert advice, comfort guarantee.

vincedevito.ca

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622
Wool Sweaters 

from Viberg 
Footwear of  all kinds

Santa’s hours
Thursday and Friday    1 to 6 pm 
Saturday and Sunday   11 am to 4 pm

Extended holiday shopping 
hours until December 23

Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 9 pm 
Saturday and Sunday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm

5 minutes east of downtown Trail
250-368-5202

SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

25+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

by Katrine Campbell
A report on electoral reform in 

Canada was released December 1 
and calls for the federal government 
to develop a new proportional 
representation system. There are also 
recommendations for better access 
and for encouraging more people 
from under-represented groups to run 
for office.

The  12-member  a l l -pa r ty 
committee consulted with people across 
the country. The report, ‘Strengthening 
Democracy in Canada: Principles, 
Process and Public Engagement 
for Electoral Reform,’ contains the 
committee’s 10 recommendations. 

FairVote Canada says, however, 
“in a shocking and profoundly 
disappointing move, the Liberal 
members [of the committee] held a 
secondary press conference where 
they essentially recommended that 
the government break its own election 
promise. Oddly, the Chair of the 
Committee suggested that the point 
of making election promises is not so 
much to actually fulfill them, but to 

All-party committee recommends proportional representation
engage people. This is a mind-bending 
and dangerous spin on what it means 
to make electoral promises.

“What needs to be stressed is 
that there was a consensus on what 
the committee heard: that 88 per 
cent of experts that expressed an 
opinion on electoral reform suggested 
proportional representation – not AV 
(ranked ballots in single-member 
ridings), not first-past-the-post.”

In meetings held in Ottawa and 
across the country, 196 witnesses 
appeared before the committee, 567 
individuals participated in open mic 
sessions, and 22,500 individuals 
responded to the online questionnaire; 
the committee received 574 briefs 
and more than 1,000 pieces of 
correspondence. 172 members of 
Parliament submitted town hall or 
constituents’ consultation reports, in 
addition to the reports submitted by 
the Conservative Caucus and the New 
Democratic Party Caucus.

After receiving the committee’s 
report, the government made a surprise 
move and launched another public 

engagement opportunity on the topic – 
an online survey at MyDemocracy.ca. 
The survey has been widely criticized 
for being full of leading questions, with 
no direct questions on if and how the 
electoral system should be changed.

Instead, the government says, it 
“aims to hear from as many Canadians 
as possible in a national conversation 
on electoral reform. This includes 
listening to Canadians’ views about 
the values that frame electoral systems 
including how we vote, mandatory 
voting, and online voting.” 

The Special Committee on Electoral 
Reform’s 10 recommendations are:

– the government use the Gallagher 
index, a tool to measure the level of 
distortion between the popular will 
of the electorate and the resultant 
seat allocations in Parliament, as it 
develops a new proportional electoral 
system;

– the government take into account 
a new electoral system’s possible 
impact on Canada’s ‘governance 
ecosystem’ (such as the relationship 
between the executive and legislative 

branches of government, and the 
operations of political parties);

–  the  government  ho ld  a 
referendum asking Canadians to 
express their preference between the 
current electoral system (first past the 
post) and a new system;

– Elections Canada conduct a 
public education campaign explaining 
the options on the referendum ballot;

– mandatory voting and online 
voting not be implemented at this time;

– Elections Canada explore the 
use of technologies to promote greater 
accessibility of the vote while ensuring 
the overall integrity of the voting 
process, and that the question of how 
to improve the accessibility of voting 
for Canadians with disabilities be 
referred to the Standing Committee on 
Procedure and House Affairs;

– any electoral reform seek to 
enhance voter turnout and increase 
the possibility for historically 
disenfranchised and under-represented 
groups to be elected;

– the Canada Elections Act be 
amended to create a financial incentive 

for political parties to run more women 
candidates and move towards parity in 
their nominations;

– the government explore ways 
in which youth under 18 years of age 
could be registered in the National 
Register of Electors;

– the government accord Elections 
Canada the additional mandate and 
the necessary resources to encourage 
greater voter participation, and 
raise awareness among Canadians 
of existing options to vote prior to 
Election Day.
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Wishes you the Best of the 
Holiday Season

Slocan Valley Branch: 
3014 Hwy 6, Slocan Park

Our offices will be closed December 24 - 27 and December 31

www.heritagecu.ca
Traditional Service In person and Online

by Katrine Campbell and Jan 
McMurray

The Bosun Hall  Building 
Assessment report is in, and it bears 
bad news.

“Overall the building is in poor 
condition with several issues that 
will require major renovations and 
repairs in order to ensure service to 
the community for many years to 

come,” it says.
These major renovations are 

estimated to cost $547,500.
“Bosun Hall exhibits serious 

structural and foundation issues 
(including site grading and drainage) 
that need to be addressed prior to 
pursuing any renovations to improve 
the functionality and aesthetics 
of the building. The roof trusses, 
roofing material, and the foundation 
require replacement as outlined in 
this report.”

A further $150,000 of minor 
renovat ions  and repai rs  are 
recommended, and the ‘renovation 
wish list’ provided by the Village 
of New Denver will cost roughly 
$275,000. The total comes to 
$972,500.

T h e  Vi l l a g e ,  d o w n t o w n 
businesspeople, and community 
members were hoping that this report 
would support the idea of a public 
washroom at Bosun Hall. Among 
the items on the Village’s wish list 
are “washrooms accessible from 
both interior and exterior of building” 
and a “cost estimate of a second set 
of full bathrooms near the east end 
of the building for decision making 
purposes.” The report notes that 
these items may require an expansion 

of the existing septic system, so an 
assessment of the system will be 
required. The septic system was not 
assessed as part of this report, and 
no cost estimate for the assessment 
was provided.

The Renovation Plan Budget 
included in the report estimates 
the cost of a new septic system 
at $60,000 and the cost of stand-
alone washrooms separate from the 
building at $40,000.

The report also discusses the 
heritage status of the building. “Very 
little of the original structure and 
architecture remain,” it says, after 
significant renovations in 1995 and 
renovations since then to maintain 
the building. 

“The Hal l  and Stage are 

considered to have heritage value 
based on usage, but have no 
architectural or historical value. 
Because the kitchen was not part of 
the original use or construction, it has 
no heritage value,” the report states.

The 29-page report was done by 
9dot Engineering out of Nelson. The 
same company developed a project 
plan for the building in 2012, based 
on previous reports. The Village used 
the plan to apply for grants to bring 
the building up to Code, but hasn’t 
been successful with the funding 
requests.

New Denver council received the 
report at its December 13 meeting, 
just after this issue of the Valley Voice 
went to press. Watch for a follow-up 
report in our January 12, 2017 edition.

Bosun Hall needs major renovations

by Jan McMurray
The Province has announced 

that it will hire more park rangers, 
create 800+ more campsites in 
provincial parks and 1,000+ more 
campsites in recreation sites, improve 
accessibility to parks for persons with 
disabilities, invite proposals from 
First Nations for aboriginal cultural 
tourism opportunities in parks, and 
establish a BC Parks Foundation with 
an endowment of $5 million.

This is all outlined in the BC 
Parks Future Strategy, available 
online at www.env.gov.bc.ca/
bcparks/future.

New revenue sources for the 
parks system are introduced in the 
plan – the BC Parks Foundation 
being one. Others are specialty 
licence plates, a loyalty card program, 
and sponsorships from businesses, 
associations and community groups. 
The government will also create a 
BC Parks online credit-card portal 
to make it easy for people to make 
donations.

The plan promises that the 
number of park rangers across the 
province will increase, but no specific 
numbers are mentioned.

Outreach tools will be developed 
to engage the public and inspire them 

Province announces BC Parks Strategy
to visit, and the government will 
collaborate with researchers to do 
climate change research in parks and 
protected areas, the plan says.

In addition to committing up 
to $23 million to create 1,900 new 
campsites in parks and recreation 
sites over the next five years, the 
government will build new toilet 
and shower facilities in some 
campgrounds, and invest more 
money into backcountry facilities 
and trails.

The plan to improve accessibility 
is to do audits and assessments of 
parks facilities, and then to partner 
with disability advocates to fund 
improvement projects.

New recreational offerings are 
also proposed, “such as marine 
trails, backcountry cabins and hut-
to-hut circuits, mountain biking 
circuits, and enhanced electrification 
and servicing. We will develop 
these initiatives in partnership with 
recreation and tourism groups across 
the province.”

A Park Advisory Committee will 
provide feedback to the Minister of 
Environment, while Community 
Liaison Rangers will be hired “to 
open the doors to more public 
participation and volunteerism.”
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Joe Chomitz is buying Kaslo Automotive from Steve Fawcett, 
effective January 1, 2017. Joe has been the lead mechanic 

there for five years, and has built up a solid reputation.

KASLO AUTOMOTIVE will be closed from Dec 23rd to 
Jan 3rd for the transition and for office renovations.

Season’s Greetings to all, and a big thank you for the trust 
you’ve given to Kaslo Automotive for the past 26 years   

-  Steve and the staff

KASLO AUTOMOTIVE 
CHANGES HANDS

New Year’s Eve Grand Buffet!
prime rib, crab, prawns and 
lots more delectable delights  $35

Come see us for our popular 
PRIME RIB DINNER 
Fri., Dec. 16 & Fri., Dec. 23 $26.95

Gordon’s Amazing 
Sunday Brunch Buffet!
Last chance in 2016 to check 
out this succulent spread
Sun., Dec. 18   10 am - 2 pm    $17

Fri., Dec. 30: Regular Menu

Closed first two weeks of January
We take special bookings

353-2262

KASLO CLUBHOUSE RESTAURANT
at the Kaslo Golf Course

          Merry Christmas
                    and
thanks for all the support!

Merry Christmas and a Happy, 
 Healthy New Year!

From all of us at 
Kaslo &  New Denver 

Community Pharmacys
309 6th Ave, New Denver: 250-358-2500

Proudly serving the Slocan Valley
403 Front Street, Kaslo: 250-353-2224   
Serving all your health & wellness needs

by Jan McMurray
Silverton council’s decision 

to look into taking over the Red 
Mountain Internet service is being 
met with significant opposition from 
residents.

At the December 13 council 
meeting, which will take place just 
after this issue of the Valley Voice 
goes to press, Silverton resident Gary 
Willman will appear as a delegation 
on the issue, and council will receive a 
petition containing over 50 signatures 
opposing the decision to explore 
acquisition of the internet service. 

The petition states: “The tax 
implications will not benefit the 
entire home owners of The Village 
of Silverton. Other access to private 
Non Government internet service 
is available and should be at the 
expense of individual Silverton home 
owners. Municipal Government 
should not be in competition with 
Private Companies.”

Meanwhile, council has meetings 
scheduled this month and next with 
representatives from Kaslo infoNet, 
Columbia Basin Trust, Trout Lake 
BC Internet Society, and Columbia 
Wireless. Village staff has also 

contacted Telus to ask about their 
plans for the area.

“These discussions are intended 
to allow Council an opportunity 
to further review and consider the 
proposal from Red Mountain Internet 
Society regarding taking over the 
internet service,” states CAO Darrell 
Garceau in his written report to 
council for the December 13 meeting. 
“To date the organization has chosen 
to facilitate the discussions with 
other groups and has not engaged the 
services of a consultant, this seems 
to be a prudent approach as we move 
forward…” 

At the November 8 council 
meeting, council directed the CAO 
to engage an IT consultant to review 
and assess the Red Mountain service. 
Mayor Clarke explained in an 
interview that while staff was working 
on this, they reached out to other local 
ISPs and CBT. As a result, this series 
of meetings was set up. “So rather 
than hiring a consultant to do a lot of 
the footwork, we’ll do it ourselves,” 
Clarke said.

Clarke says the petition speaks to 
the need for more engagement with 
the public on the issue. “The public 

Petition opposes Silverton 
takeover of Red Mountain internet

needs more information, but we don’t 
have it yet. We need to meet with these 
groups and find out what Telus’ plans 
are, and get that info out to residents. 
That dialogue needs to happen.”

Red Mountain Internet Society 
approached the Village with the offer 
to hand over the operation to the 
municipality at no charge. “This has 
been offered to us and we’re looking 
into it,” said Clarke. “The whole goal 
is to have a clear understanding and 
ideally a decision come the spring, so 
we’ve given ourselves the winter to 
figure it out.”

Clarke said he feels the petition 
signals a “disconnect.” “We live 
in an area where everyone wants 
high speed internet. A group says, 
‘You can have our infrastructure 
for nothing’ and then out comes a 
petition saying, ‘Don’t do it.’ There’s 
a disconnect there, and I think it’s a 
lack of information.”
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 
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necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

NEW YEARS!!!  LED ZEPPELIN TRIBUTE BAND
Come in for a delicious dinner and stay after for the show!

Open letter to 
Prime Minister 
Trudeau

10,997,262 people voted in the 
last election for parties clearly in 
favour of a change of the present 
voting system. As a matter of fact, 
YOU promised it to be the last time 
the people of Canada would go to 
the polls under this archaic system. 
Could you please make sure your 
MP Maryam Monsef knows that, too. 

Make this change a 150th 
birthday gift to the citizens of 
Canada. We all deserve it. 

And don’t spend any more 
money on this issue trying to deceive 
us.

Thank you.
Heinrich Hutter

Appledale

Litter in 
Nakusp

I hope everyone had a good time 
on the evening of Friday, December 
2. I walk in town almost every 
day and have noticed more and 
more litter on the sidewalks and 
streets. December 3 was disgusting. 
All you litter bugs on the night of 
December 2 thought it was just fine to 
throw candy wrappers on the ground 
instead of making that long difficult 
trek to the next waste basket. We are 
so lucky to live in a wonderful place 
like Nakusp but so many of you treat 
it like a scrap heap. And some of you 
smokers (not all) – it is not one big 
ashtray for you to flick your butts 
around. I am an ex-smoker and I 
never flicked my butts on the ground.

And one last thing. Would the 
person that eats Werther’s candies 
stop throwing your candy wrappers 
all over town. I see so many wrappers 
by the bench at Overwaitea, but what 
really gets me is I sometimes see 
them along our beautiful waterfront 
walkway.

Wayne Lind
Nakusp

Bears
I have lived in Silverton and New 

Denver for 70 years and I must say 
I am sick and tired of hearing about 
the bears in town. It is not our fault 
that Mother Nature didn’t provide 
enough food in the wilderness to 
support the bear population. 

Don’t worry – there are lots of 
bears in the surrounding forests that 
don’t come into town. For most of 
my growing up years, if bears were 
a problem, they were disposed of 
immediately. We still have lots of 
them and always will. Don’t get 
me wrong. I am a hunter but that 
doesn’t mean I don’t respect wildlife. 
I love it. 

We the townspeople should not 
have to pick all our fruit early. We 
can have our freezers on our porch. 
I can have a deer hanging in my 
shop. I feel for these bruins when 
I see them trying to climb a skinny 
little mountain ash tree because there 
is little else left. It is not our fault. 
This bear problem went on from 
mid August to the end of November. 
Unfortunately, Mother Nature or 
‘global warming’ delayed winter, so 
the bears didn’t feel that hibernation 
was due. 

I know Mother Nature has a 
reason for bears one way or another 
but their sole existence is to eat and 
breed. Something like modern man. 
Just kidding. I guess what I’m saying 
is these problems with bears should 
be dealt with as soon as they flair up. 
Putting up with them for three and a 
half months is ridiculous. I also feel 
that all these people who think they 
know everything about bears don’t 
really know beans.

Nels Lindstein
New Denver

In honour of Thomas 
Abriel, forefather of 
Nakusp

It’s been a challenging and 
often uphill journey of opening 
and expanding a small business in 

the rural Kootenay communities 
of Kaslo and Nakusp. My husband 
Shon and I and our children opened 
our bike and ski shop in Kaslo 
in 2009. Now, seven years later, 
after working countless hours and 
struggling for financial stability, we 
have cautiously and gradually grown 
and moved our business from its 
original location with just over 300 
square feet, to its current location, the 
old opera house in Nakusp.

The old opera house was the 
perfect fit to fully realize our vision.  
Shon had been dreaming of creating 
a space that was more than just a 
bike and ski shop, somewhere that 
like-minded people could gather, 
share stories and encourage one 
another. To create a place that 
nurtures the culture of outdoor 
recreation, to contribute vibrancy to 
the community, and to make a living 
doing what he loves.

Intrigued, Shon began to do 
some research learning about the 
run-down building and its history, 
but what struck him the most was 
the man behind the building, the 
original owner, Mr. Thomas Abriel. 
Thanks to articles available from 
the Arrow Lakes Historical Society, 
Shon learned about Mr. Abriel, his 
vision, character and the legacy he 
created.  Mr. Abriel was a fascinating 
man, an entrepreneur, and successful 

businessman with a vision of a 
vibrant downtown Nakusp. One 
quote that struck Shon was Abriel’s 
philosophy that “wherever people 
are happy or having a good time, 
it is possible to be happy along 
with them, and at the same time 
make money.” There were many 
parallels that were noticed, and 
Shon immediately felt a connection, 
appreciation, and admiration of this 
great man.

While the renovation of the 
building was underway, so was 
another project by the Nakusp 
and Area Bike Society, to create 
an outdoor recreation playground 
with trails, skills park, kids’ area, 
and campground. Unbeknownst 
at the time, the chosen location of 
this family-friendly park was to be 
along the flanks of Mt. Abriel. It 
was a pleasant coincidence that this 
inspiring man also had a mountain 
named after him! The society board 
quickly and unanimously decided 
that the new park would also be 
given Abriel’s name, to honour all 
that he had contributed.

Individuals began approaching 
us, so pleased to hear that the 
building he had created was being 
restored, and a new park named 
after him created. Opera house 
artifacts, pictures and articles were 
donated, and the original organ 

will soon be acquired. A hallway is 
dedicated to the building’s history, 
honouring Mr. Abriel. One special 
woman, Bea Anton, has shared 
with us her memories of Mr. Abriel, 
how he was such a loving man, 
and so welcoming and appreciative 
of children. Many others we have 
spoken to remember Abriel’s warm-
heartedness, gentleness and kindness 
– striking and admirable qualities of 
a successful businessman.

For us, Mr. Abriel is an inspiration 
and this building a blessing. We love 
what it stood for in Abriel’s time – a 
centre of vibrancy and community 
in Nakusp – and we continue to 
develop that again today. It soon 
will also be our home, as we develop 
plans to renovate the upstairs to be 
our residence as well as a hostel 
for visitors. We truly appreciate all 
the heart, soul, and effort that Mr. 
Thomas Abriel poured into Nakusp, 
and in particular this beautiful 
building. Mr. Abriel’s legacy will 
continue – the building he built will 
continue to stand strong, be a centre 
of culture and community, a source 
of vibrancy, and a place to call home.

With sincere gratitude,
Shon and Janis Neufeld and 

our 7 children (Rebecca, Maija, 
Kai, Kaleo, Silas, Pyper and 

Elias)
Nakusp
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Free speech in 
danger

It was concerning to me to discover 
recently the degree to which free speech 
seems to have been curtailed in a large 
number of North American universities 
and colleges. Instead of our institutions 
of higher learning being a forum to 
encourage open intellectual debate, 
it seems that some departments are 
leaning more towards promoting certain 
politically correct ideologies while 
simultaneously attempting to censor 
any criticism of these ideologies. To 
get a sense of this, I’d recommend 
watching the YouTube documentary, 
‘Institutions of Higher Indoctrination,’ 
the YouTube Gad Saad interview with 
Greg Lukianoff of the Foundation for 
Individual Rights in Education (search 
also the YouTube video ‘Yale student 
screams at professor’ referenced in 
the interview), the YouTube lecture 
titled ‘Greg Lukianoff on the Battle for 
Free Speech on College Campuses,’ 
and also search the website www.
professorwatchlist.org, which details 
questionable actions of some 150+ 
American professors. 

It appears that, for some time 
now, certain departments in many 
North American universities have been 
indoctrinating and training social justice 
activists (also referred to as Social Justice 
Warriors or SJWs) to enter society and 
affect change in a variety of political 
arenas. It seems that a common thread 
to a lot of this activism is essentially to 
reverse the age-old adage of ‘sticks and 
stones will break my bones but names 
will never hurt me.’ That the claims of 
‘names do hurt’ was being made hand in 
hand with calls for legislative means to 
censor free speech.

Another common thread is that 
the SJW activists seem to be finding 
racism, sexism, bigotry, homophobia, 
transphobia, islamophobia, etc. around 
every corner, so to speak, and this seems 
to be at odds with the extremely tolerant 
society that I think we live in. (Current 
Western society might even be the most 
tolerant society that civilization has ever 
known). To get a sense of this, watch a 
YouTube BBC debate ‘BBCBQ; Does 
social media reveal men’s hatred for 
women’ and search YouTube ‘SJW’ 
videos and watch a sampling of the 
multitude of SJW compilations available. 

Consider also the role of human 
rights tribunals in Canada and their broad 
definitions of what constitutes hate speech 
and/or discrimination (interpretations of 
which are intended to evolve over time 
and can include unintentional as well as 
subtle forms of discrimination). Claims 
need not be proved beyond a reasonable 
doubt; claims are judged to a much 
lower, and easier to prove, standard 
that it was more likely than not that 
discrimination was involved. Successful 
accusers receive large cash awards from 
the accused. It seems a system ripe for 
abuse (watch the YouTube video ‘The 
Fiamengo Files’ episode 54). 

With all of the above in mind, please 
watch a YouTube commentary by ‘Vee’ 
titled ‘#FreeBearing EU Threatens 

Action if hate speech is not censored in 24 
hrs’ published very recently on December 
6. It appears that government censorship 
of the internet is about to begin, unless 
it is strongly opposed, very soon. Now 
might be a good time to dust off your 
copy of George Orwell’s book 1984. 

Note: strong language in some 
videos referenced above. 

If, after viewing this information, 
you are similarly concerned and want to 
discuss the implications, feel free to email 
me at kevin.cs@telus.net. 

Kevin Shaw 
Winlaw

Sinixt shadow
Canadian bureaucrats with the Indian 

Act decided in 1956 to extinct the Sinixt 
from their Canadian Columbia River 
territory. We could now return their 
existence. Simple. The Crown cannot in 
good conscious argue they did not exist 
in the southeast of British Columbia. Why 
spend the money? Better the Indians you 
know than the Indians you don’t. That is 
good common Indian sense. 

The Sinixt can help all of us protect 
the sacred trust that they have courageously 

defended in their Canadian Columbia River 
territory for more than ten thousand years.

Glen Thompson, lawyer with the 
British Queen’s counsel, claims there is 
a “Sinixt shadow community.” Perhap 
the only shadow is the well-documented 
European genocide against this Nation. 
The Sinixt shadow is graceful compared 
to the demigod power shadow yielded by 
Eurasian pilgrims bent on sucking water/ 
fish from the water and their precious 
metals from our common planet.

We should be proud and are lucky 
to have Sinixt ancient knowledge, deep 
respect, and wisdom returned to our young 
nation. This would be just. 

Our modern courts hopefully will 
prove less brutal than the shallow business 
community that has and continues to wreak 
havoc on the river and lake waters, bull 
trout, and other creatures that this nation 
of humans believes is their sacred ancient 
responsibility to protect for all time.

For 20 years, I have been fortunate 
to study and have a friendship with Bob 
Campbell, Robert Watt and others of the 
Sinixt Nation who are on the Slocan front 
line of this righteous struggle. They have 
little choice but to do what they see as an 
ancestral duty.

In the late 19th century into the early 
20th, the BC and Nelson Chambers of 
Commerce paid a bounty for dead Indian 
men. Eurasians hunted these people with 
cannons, small pox and their church.

Canadians can now create good will 
with the Sinixt. The policy of divide and 
conquer must be replaced in Canada for 
the greater common good across our 
wonderful nation.

It would appear the Crown wants to 
continue the confusion/chaos of divide 
and conquer so they can have no Indians 
or only the Indians of their liking. Not the 
peoples they could not and will not hunt 
into extinction.

Tom Prior
Nelson

Support 
independent 
media

I recently reread an old copy of The 
Monkey Wrench Gang by Edward Abbey 
that I found hidden on my bookshelf. I 
admit I thoroughly enjoyed it more than 
in earlier days and was heard to chuckle 
frequently. Never having read the sequel 
(published posthumously), I ordered 
Hayduke Lives, from our wonderful 
public library.

Though not as entertaining as The 
Monkey Wrench Gang, it did hold some 
sections worth quoting.

We all owe a debt and need to give 
our support to independent media. I for 
one urge you to support the Watershed 
Sentinel (the little magazine that could) 
from Comox and the Valley Voice from 
New Denver, as well as the voice of 
the Kootenays, CJLY, Kootenay Co-op 
Radio, which counts on its membership 
drive and volunteers to keep it on the air. 
In view of what’s being suppressed these 
days in North Dakota and elsewhere, 
those telling the truth need to be protected 
and supported by the rest of us.

Abbey had it all summed up so 
succinctly in Hayduke Lives (p. 239) that 
I want to share it.:

“The banners flew, the flags rustled, 
the paper placards snapped and popped 
and crackled, held aloft by proud little 
boys and pigtailed bright-eyed little 
girls. The messages, however, would 
not appear on your home viewing 
screen. Why not? Because the ‘media,’ 
though invited, had once again failed to 
appear. Why? Such decisions are made 
discreetly, quietly, by a few important 
people meeting on the golf course, in 
the boardroom, at lunch in the Brown 
Palace in Denver, at the Biltmore 
in Phoenix. A few brief calls to the 
appropriate TV, radio and newspaper 
bureau chiefs settled the matter. After 
all, some events make worthy news 
and some do not. Another orderly 
protest demonstration against racial 
segregation in South Africa, for example, 
comfortably carried out on the campus 
of Berkley or Stanford or Harvard or 
Yale ten thousand miles away, troubles 
no one, causes no embarrassment to 
anybody, allows all involved to look 
good, feel virtuous, risk nothing. But 
let a bunch of hairy redneck rabble in 
some wasteland western American state 
interpose their living bodies between 
the industrial megamachine and a little 

patch of free country, open space, old 
growth forest, natural nature, wild 
land and wildlife, and the horror runs 
deep through the hierarchy of upper 
management. That kind of subversion 
(non-commercial) cannot be accepted; 
will not (anti-business) be tolerated; 
has to (pro-populist) be most severely 
punished both legally and – in so far 
as is possible – illegally; and last but 
categorically imperative, shall not 
be encouraged through the power of 
example by publicity in any form. As in 
any well-ordered oligarchy, not only the 
event itself must be suppressed but all 
news of it as well. Therefore the ‘media’ 
did not appear.”

Mainstream news is totally 
controlled by those in power, so be 
critical.

Count your blessings, friends 
and readers, as our future unfolds on 
Facebook etc. and please support our 
truth tellers, our independent publishers 
and KCR!

We are all in this together...let’s stand 
strong for goodness sake.

Gabriela Grabowsky
Kaslo

Open letter to 
MP Richard 
Cannings

Thank you for your Parliamentary 
Bulletin Fall 2016. I read the bulletin 
and agree that the Slocan Valley Rail 
Trail is of economic benefit to the small 
communities it winds its way through. I 
live in the Slocan Valley and would like 
to bring to your attention the fact that 
the forests and watersheds on the valley 
walls are part of the natural capital that 
contributes to this economic benefit.

The rail trail follows the Slocan 
River close to Highway 6. The valley 
walls need protection to keep this portion 
of the Cross Canada Trail system with the 
visual, natural scenic forested mountains. 
In your newsletter you mentioned “the 
economic benefits could be significantly 
boosted if the trails were well-maintained, 
better connected and promoted widely.” 
Should logging go ahead on the valley 
walls, then the trail will not fulfill tourist 
expectations of visiting natural, beautiful 
BC and will impact the economic benefits 
the local citizens referred to, which also 
include the economic benefits to the river 
use by local whitewater rafters, tubers, 
swimmers, kayakers, and canoeists.

Protecting these forests will also 
protect the unstable, deeply incised 
creeks on the valley walls that descend 
in and around the homes at the base 
of the mountains. Dr. June Ryder, in 
her report ‘Geological Hazards of the 
Perry Ridge Benchlands,’stated her 
grave concerns about several aspects 
of the potential effects of logging the 
Perry Ridge uplands (www.perryridge.
org). The water users do not accept 
the increased risk that logging poses to 
their homes. The creeks do not need 
any more sediment and debris entering 
them from logging slash and disturbed 
soils. The late Dr. Tony Salway pointed 
out to the Ministry of Forests that there 
was no snow accumulation data or 

updated precipitation data. The Perry 
Ridge Water Users Association submits 
that without prior updated accurate 
scientific precipitation data collection, 
it is negligent to preceed with logging 
above our homes on Perry Ridge.

Another benefit to protecting the 
valley walls is the ability of these forests 
to sequester carbon and assist the world 
in helping with climate change effects. 
These effects also include intense rainfall 
locally that can exacerbate landslides. 

The Slocan River would benefit from 
less sedimentation and debris flow, which 
is increased from logging and diverting 
water. The creeks help maintain water 
temperatures, helping to keep the river 
clean and to improve habitat for fisheries 
(bull trout, sculpin and trout) and wildlife 
(blue heron, screech owls, western toad, 
golden eagle, bald eagle and osprey to 
name a few). These areas are wildlife 
corridors and would provide buffer zones 
to Valhalla Provincial Park and Kokanee 
Provincial Park

The Slocan River has important 
Sinixt cultural sites that will and already 
have been affected by river erosion 
and heavy sedimentation and need 
protection. (Dr. Nathan Goodale’s Report 
on Archaeological Investigations (2011–
2013) at the Slocan Narrows Pithouse 
Village (DkQi 1, 2, and17), Southeastern, 
British Columbia)

The Perry Ridge Water Users 
Association Constitution includes: “To 
act in a manner consistent with the 
preservation of the visual resources of the 
viewshed lying within or on both Crown 
held portions of Perry Ridge.”

The late Dr. Tony Salway pointed out 
to the Ministry of Forests that there was 
no snow accumulation data or updated 
precipitation data. Our association 
submits that without prior updated 
accurate scientific precipitation data 
collected, it is negligent to preceed with 
logging above our homes on Perry Ridge.

We look forward to you lobbying 
to exclude the valley walls from the 
‘working forest’ and lobbying to protect 
these forests. Perhaps making the valley 
walls part of the regional park system 
would be a solution.

The intact forests on the valley walls 
are working to protect our lives, homes, 
Sinixt cultural sites, water, wildlife 
habitat, and are a community economic 
benefit as it relates to the rail trail and the 
Slocan River. Please visit our website 
at: www.perryridge.org for further 
background information. 

Marilyn Burgoon
Perry Ridge Water Users 

Association

Bear Aware Edible 
Landscape Plan

It’s a great relief to be back in New 
Denver after an unexpectedly extended 
sojourn back east.

But having followed the repeated 
encounters with bears faithfully reported 
on the Community Bulletin Board 
Facebook group, I am mystified as to 
why we haven’t addressed the need for 
a comprehensive Bear Aware Edible 
Landscape Plan for the entire Village, 
one that will include a Bear Safe 
Community Composting System.

Surely our ‘grower’ heads can come 
together to consult with agricultural 
folks, apiary experts, farm scientists, and 
bear-savvy people, and come up with 
some ‘How-To-Do-It’ that will work for 
this remote region.

Or is solar-powered electric fencing, 
bear-proof containers for all garbage, 
and a viable, reliable community 
compost collection system that leaves 
no dwellings out somehow too difficult 
a challenge for this place we want to call 
our healthy home?

RC Weintraub
New Denver
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Happy holidays from 
Mayor Bunka, Council 

and Staff at the 
Village of New Denver

by Art Joyce
Last year, the Central Kootenay 

Invasive Species Society (CKISS) 
marked its tenth anniversary with a 
name change. Formerly the Central 
Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee, 
the change reflects the reality that the 
West Kootenay is facing more than 
just invasive plant species that are of 
concern to biologists. 

However,  in  i ts  work to 
eradicate invasive plants, the society 
sometimes uses a herbicide that’s 
of concern to many in the scientific 

and medical community. The 
herbicide, glyphosate, has recently 
been classified by the World Health 
Organization’s International Agency 
for Research on Cancer (IARC) as a 
Class 2A Probable Carcinogen. In 
June this year, the European Union 
refused a renewal of glyphosate 
licensing, after being petitioned by 
an international coalition of doctors 
in November 2015 to ban the use of 
the herbicide in the EU.

H e a l t h  C a n a d a ’s  P e s t 
Management Regulatory Agency 

(PMRA), however, completed a 
review of glyphosate in April 2015 
and decided to continue to license it 
for use. “An evaluation of available 
scientific information found that 
products containing glyphosate do 
not present unacceptable risks to 
human health or the environment 
when used according to the proposed 
label directions,” it concluded.

Last year, the Valley Voice 
submitted to CKISS new international 
studies supporting findings that 
indicate glyphosate is an endocrine 

disruptor and carcinogen.
CKISS biologist  Morgan 

Sternberg and Executive Director 
Jennifer Vogel said their agency 
relies on peer-reviewed scientific 
studies and documents from 
regulatory agencies, including the 
PMRA. Sternberg said she reviewed 
the studies we submitted.

“Given a thorough review in 
Canada and internationally,” says 
Vogel, “and in compliance with 
the integrated pest management 
approach for control of invasive 
species – which may include use of 
glyphosate – CKISS will continue 
to employ glyphosate as long as 
that registration continues to hold 
in Canada.” 

When asked if CKISS would 
consider complying with the 
Precautionary Principle, Vogel 
reiterated that the agency complies 
with all federal and provincial 
regulations governing its use. 

Sternberg added however that 
a reconsideration of herbicide/ 
pesticide registrations can be 
requested of PMRA. “There’s 
very strict regulations about where 
you can use it,” says Sternberg. 
“Glyphosate would not be an option 
in an area where we have a species  
at risk; even some things like digging 
are considered invasive in some sites. 
There are instances where we can’t 
do anything at all – for example, 
when there’s knapweed by painted 
turtle breeding sites.” 

A Ministry of Forests, Lands 
and Natural Resource Operations 
(FLNRO) spokesperson stated that 
glyphosate is used to selectively 
treat invasive plants on Crown land 
in BC where it is deemed to be the 
most effective product. He said 
that use of the herbicide on Crown 
land requires special approvals and 
permits, and follow-up reporting 
from the Ministry of Environment. 
FLNRO defers to Health Canada 
licensing of pesticides and herbicides 
and does not conduct independent 
assessments. 

At a presentation on GMO foods 
at the Nelson United Church in 
December 2013, former Health 
Canada scientist Dr. Thierry Vrain 
– who specialized in the study of 
glyphosate – explained that the 
chemical began its history as an 
industrial pipe cleaner before being 
modified for use as a herbicide. He 
then gave a detailed biochemical 
explanation of how the chemical 
acts as a chelating agent that kills 
beneficial gut bacteria, leading to 
‘leaky gut syndrome’ as well as 
kidney and liver damage. It has been 
implicated in soaring autism rates 
and infertility. Dr. Vrain’s charts 

showed an exact correlation between 
the introduction of glyphosate-laced 
GMO canola oil in 1996 and the 
explosive growth in celiac disease.

“Really it’s about selling more 
herbicides,” said Dr. Vrain.

Dr. Chiv Chopra, another former 
Health Canada scientist, documented 
numerous examples during his 30-
year tenure of corporate lobbying 
designed to ignore the science and 
fast-track regulatory approval. 

Some biologists are beginning 
to question the invasive species 
program that has been sold to the 
public. Mark Davis and 18 other 
US ecologists in a June 2011 Nature 
essay call it a “nativist paradigm… 
that doesn’t make sense in the 21st 
century. They argue that while some 
non-natives are indeed destructive, 
such as Guam’s brown tree snakes 
and Great Lakes zebra mussels, 
they’re the exception. … tamarisk 
trees in the US southwest have been 
targeted for 70 years by massive 
eradication programs, but are now 
seen as providing important bird 
habitat.” Rather than an all-out 
war, they argue, a more selective 
approach is called for.  

Sternberg says that CKISS 
consults a network comprised of 
some 16,000 experts, and that Davis’ 
group is an exception. Still, she adds 
that her agency conducts an annual 
priority review for targeted species. 
“The consensus is that invasive 
species are a major driver of diversity 
loss. That said, we do a case-by-case 
analysis. Spotted knapweed, for 
example, is considered a low priority 
unless a landowner requests its 
removal. An opposing example is the 
American bullfrog, which we’ve just 
discovered there’s a population in 
the region and it’s considered a high 
priority so our goal is to eradicate it.” 

When asked if non-chemical 
means are considered in these efforts, 
Vogel replied that CKISS tries to 
utilize mechanical, biological or 
cultural methods wherever possible. 
These can include targeted grazing, 
benthic barriers in watercourses 
(using rubber mats), hand-pulling, 
dead-heading, digging, and the 
release of bugs for biological control.  

CKISS clients include private 
landowners, Crown land, BC Hydro, 
FortisBC, Columbia Power, the 
Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure, and the Ministry of 
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations (FLNRO). CKISS 
funders include these agencies 
along with Columbia Basin Trust, 
BC Parks, the Fish and Wildlife 
Compensation Program, Teck, the 
Province of BC and the Government 
of Canada. 

Invasive species society continues use of glyphosate
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January 1 to December 31, 2017
COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

 

COUNCIL MEETINGS
6:30 p.m. in Council Chambers, Village Office (91 – 1st Street NW)

Monday, January 9, 2017 & Monday, January 23, 2017 Tuesday, February 14, 2017 & Monday, February 27, 2017
Monday, March 13, 2017 & Tuesday, March 27, 2017  Monday, April 10, 2017 & Monday, April 24, 2017
Monday, May 8, 2017 & Tuesday, May 23, 2017   Monday, June 12, 2017 & Monday, June 26, 2017
Monday, July 10, 2017   Monday, August 28, 2017
Monday, September 11, 2017   Tuesday, October 10, 2017 & Monday, October 23, 2017
Tuesday, November 14, 2017 & Monday, November 27, 2017 Monday, December 11, 2017

The Village of Nakusp may change the meetings location to the Emergency Services Building 
at 300 8th Ave. NW, such meeting changes will be advertised. 
No Meeting Scheduled:

July 24 and August 7 - Council break • September 25 - UBCM • December 25 - Christmas

The Donation Store
Merry Xmas and 

Happy Holidays to all  
Regular hours 10-2

Closed from Dec 25 to Jan 31
Phone 250-358-7199

Main Street • New Denver

Thank you Area D for the 
opportunity to serve this 

amazing community.

Wishing everyone a happy, 
healthy, safe and nourishing 

holiday season.

Looking forward to 2017 
with peace in our hearts and 

ambition on our minds.

Aimee Watson
Director Area D, RDCK

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
Closed Dec 16- Jan 3.  
Still available for Snow Plowing and Towing

WE BUY CARS & 
TRUCKS
359-7815  
1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, 
SOUTH SLOCAN

NOTICE:
2017 COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

Council Meetings will be held on the second MONDAY of each 
month.

Listed below is the new 2017 schedule:

January 9  May 8  September 11
February 14 (Tues) June 12  October 10 (Tues)
March 13  July 10  November 13
April 10   August 14 December 11

The Corporation of the 
Village of Slocan

503 Slocan Street, PO Box 50
Slocan, BC  V0G 2C0

250-355-2277 or info@villageofslocan.ca

Alice Watson M.Ed. (Couns. Psych.) 250-265-3328
Counselling services available for Individuals, couples, and families. 
Experience a collaborative process of resolving grief and loss, 

depression, anxiety, relationship challenges, 
trauma, addiction, and life changes.

by Jan McMurray
After this year’s unusual bear 

season, the Village of New Denver 
is planning to hold a public meeting 
in late June 2017. 

WildSafeBC Coordinator Bree 
Lillies reports that WildSafeBC, 
RCMP, the Conservation Officer 
Service, the provincial bear 
biologist, and New Denver council 
will all be represented at the meeting. 
“We want to provide consistent 
messaging in regards to responsible 
attractant management and bear 
behaviour, and have the opportunity 
for questions and concerns to be 
heard from the public,” she said.

The bears have finally left our 
communities, after settling in for the 
four months from August through 
November. But it’s not just the cold 
weather and the call of hibernation 
that cleared them out. 

Towards the end of November, 
the Conservation Officer Service 
trapped and euthanized three of the 
black bears that were still in New 
Denver. “These bears had become 
habituated to attractants in the area 
and had caused property damage 
trying to access these attractants,” 
said Conservation Officer Nathan 
Smienk. “Communities such as 
New Denver have freezers and 
garbage stored outside, fruit trees, 
nuts trees and grape vines that are 
not managed. These are major bear 
attractants that need to be addressed 
to minimize bear/human conflict.”

A collage of photos taken of 
bears in New Denver this season 
was put together by Valhalla Pure 
Outfitters and printed as a poster. 
Proceeds from the sales of the poster 
– about $600 – were donated to the 
Northern Lights Wildlife Shelter 
in Smithers, which took in four 
orphaned cubs from New Denver 
this year. The centre also received 
one cub from Silverton, one from 
Winlaw, one from Nakusp, two from 
Castlegar, and two from Trail.

“We had a record number of 
25 orphaned or injured cubs this 
summer, and we usually only get 
10, or even less, before September,” 
said Angelika Langen, Northern 
Lights Wildlife Society manager. 
“This fall, we took in 19, which is 
about the usual number. So we now 
have 44 cubs in care, including one 
grizzly. Thank goodness we were 
able to raise the funds to build 

another enclosure and repair some 
existing enclosures, or else we 
would have had to turn away bears 
in need this year. We increased our 
capacity from 30 to 70 cubs.”

CO Smienk reports that 2016 
is the second highest year for 
bear reports since 2002. The West 
Kootenay CO Service received 1811 
black bear reports and 109 grizzly 
bear reports; the 14-year average is 
1200 reports for black bears and 56 
reports for grizzly bears. The COS 
moved one grizzly out of Silverton, 
one grizzly out of Meadow Creek, 
and a grizzly family unit out of 
Glade.

Bree Lillies is the WildSafeBC 
Coordinator for New Denver, 
Silverton, Nakusp, and Area K. 
She says there were 160 calls to the 
RAPP line about bears in her area 
in 2016, compared to 20 last year 
and just over 60 the year before. She 
received 20 calls to her work number 
this year, and visited 252 homes and 
200 campsites. She assisted 26 
homeowners and Lucerne School 
with electric fencing outreach, with 
help from WildSafeBC Coordinator 
Gillian Sanders from the Kaslo area.

Evelyn Kirkaldy is the Valhalla 
Wilderness Society Bear Smart 
Coordinator in the Slocan Valley. 
“In 2016, the number of calls to the 
lower Slocan Valley Bear Smart 
Hotline was up 300% from 2015,” 

she reports, “and I’m happy to say 
that over the last three years, the 
interest in electric fencing in the 
lower valley has roughly doubled 
each year. We hope to have more 
funding for electric fencing in 
2017.” 

Kirkaldy also reported that the 
COS is investigating an incident 
where a bear was running through 
a lower Slocan Valley property 
and shot by the homeowner. “We 
encourage anyone who witnesses a 
bear being killed on private property 
to contact the CO Service and 
inquire whether the event was 
reported by the shooter, who is 
legally required to do so,” she said.

This year was also the first year 
that the lower Slocan Valley was 
covered by WildSafeBC, thanks to 
funding from CBT. Jenny Wallace, 
Castlegar WildSafeBC coordinator, 
expanded her area to include the 
lower valley. She received a dozen 
calls and made five presentations 
at Brent Kennedy Elementary 
and six presentations at Winlaw 

Elementary.
CO Smienk gets the last word. 

“The main issues that we see 
with bear reports boil down to 

attractant management. If people 
and communities manage their 
accessible attractants, the bear 
issues will go down as well.”

Public meeting about bears to take place in New Denver in June
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Happy Holidays 
from Mama 
Sita’s Café!

–Closed Christmas Day–
Downtown Winlaw
250-226-7070

Season’s Greetings
from Peter & the staff

10 – 4  December 25
10–4 January 1

5722 Hwy 6 • Winlaw
250-226-7282

By Wayne McCrory, Bear biologist. 
Valhalla Wilderness Society (VWS)

Following is the Valhalla Society’s 
annual Bear Smart report for the Slocan 
Valley that is part of our annual newsletter 
to our 1800 members. In 2016, the VWS 
‘Slocan Valley Bear Smart’ program 
and coordinator Evelyn Kirkaldy 
continued thanks to VWS donors 
and a $3,000 grant from the Regional 
District through the BC Conservation 
Foundation. Evelyn carried out excellent 
public education and hands-on trouble-
shooting through her VWS Bear Smart 
Hotline and social media. VWS also 
funded Gillian Sanders to cover half of 
bear-proof electric fencing costs in rural 
Slocan Valley as well as contributing to 
electric fencing costs in New Denver 
and Silverton. Several outdoor bear 
safety courses and school talks were 
also sponsored. VWS bear biologist 
Wayne McCrory continued to train 
rural residents on proper bear aversion 
techniques on private land, including the 
use of rubber bullets and bear-bangers 
on adult bears in good condition. Bree 
Lillies as the WildSafeBC coordinator 
for New Denver also did an excellent 
job and a lot of team work ended up 
happening but it was still not enough as 
black bears and a few grizzlies started 
moving into our farms and towns and 
some still were killed. Why?

First the bears are not “over-
populated.” This was just a low, not a 
“failed” huckleberry year in the West 
Kootenays, like 2011. This caused some 
bears to expand their home ranges and 
increase food-seeking in towns, rural 
areas and farms. Huckleberries are a 
critical mainstay for up to 20% of the 
diet of both bear species. Despite tens 
of thousands of dollars spent over the 
last decade on public education and 
bear-proofing in the Slocan Valley, the 

“BEARILY MAKING IT”
HUMAN NEGLIGENCE AND SLACK ENFORCEMENT 
BY CONSERVATION OFFICERS CAUSE BEARS TO 
SERVE THEMSELVES TO SLOCAN VALLEY RESIDENTS’ 
GARBAGE AND FRUIT TREES

bears again found plenty of available 
fruit, garbage, and other human foods 
around farms and in villages this year. 
In New Denver, now a Bear Smart 
designated community, about a dozen 
black bears found enough food to 
become permanent “town” bears for 
several months, some sleeping in big 
fir trees near the school, creating public 
safety concerns for children. 

After 11 black bears were killed by 
Conservation Officers (COs) in New 
Denver in 2011, VWS obtained Bear 
Smart funding from the Province to hire 
biologists to do a study of the underlying 
causes of bear-people conflicts in 
the upper Slocan Valley. One of the 
priority recommendations was that 
local governments pass bylaws and take 
much stronger measures to make human 
garbage, fruit and other attractants 
unavailable to bears as has been done 
so successfully in our mountain national 
parks and towns like Canmore, Alberta. 
It was also recommended that the COs 
need to enforce much more the BC 
Wildlife Act and warn and fine people 
who fail to bear-proof attractants 

This initiative led to more bear-
proofing, but not nearly enough. In 2016, 
some residents also wrongly believed 
that the bears should be allowed to eat 
their fruit and garbage because they were 
starving out in the wilds, but VWS field 
surveys showed there were still plenty of 
other berry species available and bears in 
the wilds were in good condition. 

The many citizens in the Slocan 
Valley and across the province who 
respected the provincial law to control 
wildlife attractants by bear-proofing 
their properties watched in frustration 
and sometimes disgust as bears easily 
accessed their neighbours’ garbage, fruit 
and other attractants with very little or 
no enforcement by the COs. 

Although this year residents showed 
a much greater tolerance of bears 
becoming habituated to residential areas, 
New Denver recently experienced the 
predictable end-result of a number of 
black bears being trapped and shot by 
COs. VWS feels such unnecessary bear 
deaths and unsafe situations for residents 
are not going to go away unless much 
stronger measures are implemented 
by residents, local politicians and the 
COs; and if we don’t act soon someone 
is eventually going to be injured by a 
bear. First, people need to be educated 
better that, even during low huckleberry 
years, there are still at least a dozen 
other berry-producing plants and other 
native foods out there to get them by. 
Second, persons who fail to adhere 
to the Wildife Act need to be warned 
or fined by the COs; Villages need to 
adopt much more stringent bylaws and 
actions to deal with fruit availability and 
adopt fully bear-proof garbage systems. 
The bears are not dumb and will find 
any loophole. Third, the COs need to 
stop relying on “public education” and 
blaming berry “failures” (reinforcing 
the public misconception that bears 
are starving) and rather enforce the 
Wildlife Act more diligently to ensure 
better compliance with the existing 
attractant law. The COs along the Sea-
to-Sky corridor and Whistler now issue 
hundreds of compliance warnings and 
tickets a year. What happened to the 
COs in the West Kootenays? They also 
need to do more bear aversion work 
and translocations rather than killing 
bears. Contrary to what the COs tell us, 
studies show that translocation of bears 
works about 50% of the time and it is 
still a common action used by COs in 
the Lower Mainland. Let’s hope, dear 
citizens, for a big improvement for our 
bears all-around the next time round. 

Closed Dec. 22-Jan. 4
Re-opening Jan. 5

submitted
Local government representatives 

Nelson Mayor Deb Kozak and Nakusp 
Mayor Karen Hamling met with Pamela 
Goldsmith-Jones, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
federal officials and regional MPs in late 

Hamling, Kozak meet with feds to ensure local consultation on CRT
November to emphasize the importance 
of working with local governments in the 
Columbia Basin before reaching decisions 
about the future of the Columbia River 
Treaty (CRT).

The meeting with federal staff 
included nine representatives from Global 

Affairs Canada, the agency with the lead 
role in international treaties, as well as 
from Indigenous and Northern Affairs 
Canada, Natural Resources Canada, 
and Fisheries and Oceans Canada. Key 
messages to the federal government 
included ensuring a voice for Basin 

residents in future treaty discussions, 
reducing impacts from treaty-related 
dams, enhancing ecosystem function 
through treaty operations, and equitable 
sharing of any benefits flowing from the 
treaty. Commitments were made with 
these federal contacts to continue to 
exchange information on behalf of the 
people of the Basin.

“Basin residents and First Nations 
weren’t consulted before the treaty 
was signed in the 1960s,” said Kozak, 
chair of the CRT Local Governments’ 
Committee. “We’ve worked closely 
with the provincial CRT review team for 
over five years to make sure that doesn’t 
happen in the future. We were relieved to 
hear the federal representatives state that 
‘there is no light between the federal and 
provincial interests in the treaty,’ which 
we have heard from the provincial review 
team as well.” 

The Columbia River Treaty is a trans-
boundary water management agreement 
that was ratified in 1964 by the United 
States and Canada to optimize flood 
management and power generation in 
both countries. 

“Everyone we met with was very 

interested, attentive and appreciative of 
the opportunity to speak directly with 
us about the initial and ongoing impacts 
and benefits that people in the Basin 
experience from the dam and reservoir 
operations that are authorized by the 
Treaty,” added Hamling, vice-chair of 
the committee and mayor of Nakusp, a 
community that is substantially impacted 
by the treaty. 

“They agreed with the importance of 
involving local governments and Basin 
residents in treaty discussions going 
forward.”

These meetings were prompted by a 
discussion between Kozak and Goldsmith-
Jones about the importance of federal 
government staff, who are responsible for 
international Treaty negotiations, hearing 
directly from impacted communities.

“It is very helpful to have local level 
expertise be able to inform our federal 
strategy. On behalf of Minister Dion, we 
welcome this wide range of input,” said 
Goldsmith-Jones.

The meeting with Kootenay-
Columbia MP Wayne Stetski, South 
Okanagan-West Kootenay MP Richard 
Cannings and their aides included a review 
of the Local Governments’ Committee 
recommendations and a discussion about 
impacts on BC agriculture through the 
loss of productive farms and fertile valley-
bottom lands under reservoirs authorized 
by the treaty, and subsidized agricultural 
production in the US which is not a direct 
treaty impact.

Refinements to the treaty can be 
mutually agreed to at any time. Either 
Canada or the US can unilaterally 
terminate most of the provisions of the 
treaty any time after September 16, 2024, 
providing at least 10 years’ notice is given. 
This opportunity prompted treaty review 
processes in BC and the US leading up 
to 2014.

The BC CRT Local Governments’ 
Committee was created in 2011 to ensure 
Basin residents are consulted during any 
discussions about the future of the treaty. 
The Committee’s recommendations on the 
future of the treaty are available from the 
Committee’s webpage at www.akblg.ca/
content/columbia-river-treaty.
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Warren, Gale, 
Lyle, Inga 

and Brenda

Wishing you and your 
family a warm and festive 

holiday season!
RHC Insurance Brokers Ltd.

Holiday Hours:
Open Dec. 23

Closed Dec. 25 - 27
Open Dec. 28 - 30, 8:30 – 5

Closed Jan. 2
Regular hours resume 

Jan. 3

Westside Small 
Engines

Have a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

3637 Highway 6 
Passmore 
(250) 226-7145

HIBERNATION
Black bears den for 5 - 7 months in tree 
cavities, rock cavities, under brush piles, 
or in holes dug into the ground.  Heart 
rate drops from 50 beats/min to around 10 
(human waking midrange is about 80 beats/
min). O2 intake decreases by half, body 
temp. drops by 3ºC. They do not eat, drink, 
urinate or defecate, but internally recycle 
metabolic wastes into nutrients.

slocanlakess.com

by Jan McMurray
B C  i s  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f 

transitioning to a newly designed 
education curriculum. Terry Taylor, 
superintendent of School District 10, 
gave an update on the transition at 
the December 6 board of education 
meeting in Nakusp.

The new K-9 curriculum was 
put in place this year, while the new 
grades 10-12 curriculum will be 
implemented in September 2018. 
Originally, the 10-12 curriculum 
was to be implemented in September 
2017, but the ministry decided 
to postpone it after receiving a 
lot of feedback from parents, 
teachers, principals, vice-principals 
and superintendents. “Everyone 
is breathing a sigh of relief and is 
happy for the extra time to prepare,” 
said Taylor.

Along with the redesign of the 
curriculum comes a redesign of the 
assessment tools that have been used 
to measure student performance. In 
general, assessments will shift from 
testing students on content (i.e. 
memorizing facts) to assessing their 
ability to understand and put their 
knowledge into practice. And instead 
of scoring the students, teachers and 
students will use the assessments to 
reflect and set goals.

T h e  F o u n d a t i o n  S k i l l s 
Assessment (FSA), a standard 
provincial test taken by grades 4 
and 7 students, is being transformed 
and is expected to be in place for next 
school year. This year will be the last 
time students take the current FSA.

Taylor described the new FSA as 
“more performance based,” and said 
students would be able to collaborate 
during the test, but would answer the 
questions individually. 

For high school students, the 
provincial exams in grade 10 
English, Math and Science, and 
grade 11 Social Studies have been 
eliminated as of this school year. 
The English 12 provincial remains.

Under the new curriculum, there 
will be two provincial assessments 
in high school: one in literacy 
(English 12) and one in math, 
which is currently under design and 
development. Students will be able 

to take the assessments anytime 
during their grades 10, 11 and 12 
school years.

How teachers report on student 
learning is also changing. There 
will be fewer report cards, and more 
ongoing reporting. There will also be 
more student self-assessment. 

In grades 10-12, there will be no 
changes to reporting this year or next 
year. For this year, K-9 teachers can 
choose to continue with reporting 
as it has been. Taylor said that in 
SD10, a number of classrooms are 
continuing with the old way this year, 
and some are switching over. 

“There’s no template for the 
new reporting,” she said. “Really, 
it’s up to schools. Our educators are 
thinking deeply about how to do 
this best. Some are choosing student 
led conferences or parent teacher 
interviews or Fresh Grade software 
as ways to report. Some elementary 
classes will have letter grades only 
on the final report card,” she said.

SD10 teachers have been 
introduced to the Fresh Grade 
software in professional development 
sessions, and will be doing more in 
the new year.

“We’re  t ransforming the 
curriculum for the right reasons – 
keeping students at the centre of 
what we do,” concluded Taylor. “The 
world is watching BC. We are seen as 
very successful, and other countries 
want to learn from us.”

Update on new BC curriculum from SD10 Arrow Lakes



The Valley Voice   December 15, 201612 COMMUNITY

Bill was born in Ootischenia, BC, on November 25, 1921 to George and Mary 
(nee Postnikoff) Evdokimoff.  He was united in marriage to Dora Osachoff on January 
28, 1942.  Together they lived in Appledale and raised their six children.  Soon after 
marriage, Bill began working on the concrete crew during the construction of the Bril-
liant Dam.  After this, Bill worked odd logging jobs, but he had a knack and interest 
for everything machine and metal.  He was a self-taught mechanic.  Travelling to New 
Denver & Nelson, he would visit local garages, to learn the trade.  In 1947 Bill found 
work at the Enterprise Mine where he suffered a severe workplace injury.  Following 
recuperation he returned to logging, finding work at Arrow Park, as a mechanic for Carl 
Stack.  For ten years, he travelled between his home in Appledale, to Arrow Park.  When 
work here was completed, he worked at the Ottawa Mine near Slocan, following the 
shutdown of the mine, he took a job with Alf Anderson in Slocan.  Then later in 1974, 
joining the IWA Union,  he began to work as a mechanic at Slocan Forest Products, 
then known as Triangle Pacific, until retirement in 1987.  

In his younger years he enjoyed fishing, berry picking, playing guitar and yodel-
ing.  He was once known as the Lonely Singing Kid of Perry Siding.  Bill thoroughly 
enjoyed exploring the horizon, the mountains and local valleys. Packing a picnic lunch 
and visiting local hot springs with Dora and their family was another favourite pastime.    

As a young boy in the 1930s, Bill developed a lifelong love for a little farm in 
Appledale.  Later in 1955 his dream was realized, he and Dora purchased the farm, 
making it their lifelong family home.  Believing in Toil & Peaceful Life, Bill was truly 
an original environmentalist and steward of the land.  Lovingly tending to the land, 
taking no more than he needed and endeavouring to hurt no one.  He was fortunate 
to have lived actively on the farm until very recently, when he moved to Mountain Lake 
Seniors Community in Nelson.  

Bill was predeceased by his parents, brothers Fred and George.  
Left to mourn him is his loving wife Dora of 75 years, his children Mary (Peter) 

Poznikoff, Lorraine (Fred) Maloff, Willie Evdokimoff, Evelyn Harrison, Steve Evdokimoff, 
Stan Evdokimoff, brother Larry Kimoff, bother-in-law Peter (Verna) Osachoff and many 
nieces & nephews.   He will be dearly missed by his 11 grandchildren and 11 great 
grandchildren.  It is notable to mention that on the morning of Bill’s passing a great 
grandson was welcomed into this world, and a few days later a great granddaughter 
was also welcomed.   

The family would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all who assisted with Bill’s 
care over the last year.  The care provided by all medical staff and the support received 
from Interior Health was exceptional.  We also thank all those who assisted with the 
funeral.  We send our deepest gratitude to all.  

A life well lived, we will continue to love and miss you, until we meet again.  May 
you rest in peace in God’s loving arms.  

~The Evdokimoff Family~

In Loving Memory
William (Bill) Evdokimoff

November 25, 1921
It is with great sadness that we announce the 

passing of William (Bill) Evdokimoff, loving hus-
band, father, brother, grandfather, great grandfather 
and friend.  Bill passed away on October 29, 2016, 
less than one month shy of his 95th birthday.

Season’s 
Greetings

from the Mayor, Council & Staff

by Art Joyce
Community foundations are a 

bit like Santa’s elves: busily working 
to deliver gifts to the communities 
they serve, not just at Christmas but 
year-round. 

Trusted with the administration 
of endowment funds, community 
foundations provide grants to 
community groups from the interest 
earned on the endowments. They 
also work on growing the endowment 
funds by soliciting private donations.

There are three such foundations 
active in the region served by the 
Valley Voice: the Slocan Valley 
Community Legacy Fund (SVCLF), 
Community Fund of North Kootenay 
Lake Society (CFNKLS), and Nakusp 
and Area Community Foundation 
(NACF). 

Here’s a bit about their mandates 
and the campaigns they’ve been 
working on, including this year’s 
Giving Tuesday initiative – a global 
campaign that encourages people 
to celebrate philanthropy during the 
buying season, focusing on gifts 
that make a difference rather than 
acquiring more ‘stuff.’

Slocan Valley Community 
Legacy Fund

The SVCLF provides grants for 
“qualified Slocan Valley projects that 
are creative, value the diversity of our 
valley, translate problems into solutions, 
enrich interconnectedness, and protect 
our natural environment.” A registered 
charitable foundation under the auspices 
of the Osprey Community Foundation of 
Nelson, the board of directors is made 
up of citizens from across the valley. 
Financial support is provided by the 
Columbia Basin Trust and the Kootenay 
Savings Community Foundation, as well 
as by individuals.

In 2015, $15,000 was distributed 
to nine different projects. In 2016, the 
SVCLF provided $10,400 in grants to 
groups for four projects: Wild Days 
(field trips for families led by biologists, 
naturalists and geologists); Telling Our 
Life Stories (guided autobiography 
courses); Observational Bee Hive 
Education Project (construction of 
beehives displayed in schools and other 
locations to teach about the importance 
of bees); and materials for Swift Water 
Rescue Service. In 2017 total grants 

distributed will be $12,000. 
The SVCLF raised over $4,000 in 

this year’s Giving Tuesday campaign. 
Any donations received before 
December 31 will receive a tax receipt 
to use towards this year’s income tax 
return. Donations can be made in a friend 
or loved one’s name; they will receive a 
beautiful card letting them know about 
your gift.

Plans for 2017 include the 
Building Win-Win Partnerships in the 
Slocan Valley initiative, explaining 
how registered charities can work 
successfully with community groups 
to put together successful applications. 
“Finally,” says board chair Val Mayes, 
“after the success of last year’s Volunteer 
Recognition event in Winlaw – with over 
150 volunteers in attendance – we will 
be hosting a similar event in Silverton 
on April 22, 2017 to honour folks who 
donate their time and energy helping 
their communities thrive.” 

2017 grant applications will be 
available on the website in early January, 
with a return date of mid-March. Two 
workshops will be held – January 16 in 
Silverton and January 23 in the south 
valley – to help groups prepare to apply. 

For more information contact 
svcls.chair@gmail.com or visit www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com.

Community Fund of North 
Kootenay Lake Society

CFNKLS too is an affiliate fund of 
the Osprey Community Fund. Its mandate 
is to administer a $1 million endowment 
supporting the work of registered charities 
in Kaslo and Area D (north Kootenay 
Lake). The fund’s largest gifts have been 
bequests that have come from individuals 
whose philanthropy was directed to 
CFNKLS. The $1 million mark was 
reached after the first 10 years of the 
foundation’s existence and the goal is to 
reach $2 million by 2026.

According to board member and 
past president David Stewart, community 
groups benefiting this year included 
the Argenta Community Association, 
for Education in the Wild field trips; 
the Hospice Society for professional 
development; Jewett Elementary for 
music in the school; Kaslo Library for 
the Summer Reading Club; Trailblazers 
Society for mountain bike park trails; 
Periwinkle preschool for school snacks; 
the Langham Cultural Society for building 
foundation repair and arts presentations; 
and many others. 

The foundation has a number of 
priority interests for funding, including an 
Environment Fund, Children, Youth and 
Families Fund, Arts, Culture and Heritage 

Fund, and Seniors Fund. There are plans 
to establish a Facebook page to spread 
the word about the work they do and the 
charities they support. Only registered 
charities qualify for CFNKLS support, 
but other non-profit societies may be 
sponsored under the auspices of one.

Donations can be made by 
contacting the President, Honora Cooper 
honoracooper@gmail.com or by making 
online donations through the website at 
nklcommunityfund.org.
Nakusp and Area 
Community Foundation

The NACF mandate is to “promote 
leadership and community sustainability 
through a permanent endowment fund 
created through donations,” with grants 
benefiting communities in Nakusp 
and area, including Nakusp, Burton, 
Fauquier, Edgewood, Trout Lake, 
Summit Lake and areas in between. In 
awarding grants, particular consideration 
will be given to projects that 1) contribute 
to a healthy community; or 2) promote 
advancement in the arts and culture, 
environmental projects, recreation, 
healthcare, social welfare and education, 
or promote community development.

The NACF hosts and organizes 
the annual ‘Jail and Bail’ fundraising 
event held at the PALS (Protecting 
Animal Life) Christmas Fair in Nakusp. 
“Grant recipients and members of the 
communities at large are sentenced by 
our celebrity judge and held in jail until 
bail can be raised for their release,” 
explains board chair David Jackson. 
This year Valley Voice publisher Dan 
Nicholson volunteered to be one of those 
‘incarcerated’ for the cause on behalf of 
Nakusp Rotary Club. NACF also hosts 
an annual silent auction at the Nakusp 
branch of the Kootenay Savings Credit 
Union.

Those wishing to support the 
foundation with a donation will be 
helping to build the endowment for future 
granting cycles. “You don’t have to be 
wealthy to give back to your community,” 
says Jackson. “Tax receipts will be given 
for all donations of $25 or more.” 

Currently the NACF is not able 
to accept donations electronically but 
there are many ways to donate and 
more information can be found at 
nakuspfoundation.com. Gift cards can 
be arranged through email requests to: 
nakuspfoundation@gmail.com or by 
contacting Jackson at 250-265-4818 or 
Karen Hamling at 250-265-3322.

Christmas giving: our local community foundations and their work

to all my customers for 
another great season.  

Wishing you and 
your families a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy, 
Healthy New Year!
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from Walter Popoff,
Director, Area “H,”

RDCK

Season’s Greetings and Happy New Year to one and all,
From Walter Popoff, Director, Area “H,” RDCK

HOLIDAY HOURS
The Council and Staff of the Village of New Denver would like 
to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.  

The Village Office will be closing at 4:00 p.m. on Friday 
December 23rd and will reopen at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday 
January 3rd.

COUNCIL MEETINGS
The public is requested to take notice that the Village of New 
Denver’s Regular Meeting of Council originally scheduled for 
Tuesday, December 27, 2016 is cancelled.

Council Meetings are held at 7:00 pm in the Village of 
New Denver Council Chambers on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of the month. The schedule for 2017 is:

January 10th & 24th    July 11th & 25th

February 14th & 28th    August 8th & 22nd

March 14th & 28th     September 12th & 26th

April 11th & 25th    October 10th & 24th  

May 9th & 23rd  November 14th & 28th

June 13th & 27th  December 12th & 26th

GARBAGE COLLECTION
Residential and commercial garbage collection will take place 
on Wednesday, December 28th and on Tuesday, January 3rd.  

Commercial garbage collection will not take place on Friday, 
December 30th.

2017 BUDGET NOTICE
In accordance with Section 166 of the Community Charter, 
the Council of the Village of New Denver invites public 
consultation in the preparation of the Village’s 2017 Five Year 
Financial Plan.  Council welcomes public input from residents 
of the Village with regards to items they would like to see 
addressed in the budget.  

To ensure Council’s consideration please submit your 
comments to the Village of New Denver Municipal Office no 
later than 4:00 p.m. on Friday, January 27, 2017.

DOG LICENCES
Dog owners in the Village of New Denver are reminded that 
all dogs residing in the Village of New Denver are required to 
have a current dog licence. Dog Licences are available from 
the Village Office. 

BUSINESS LICENCES 
Business owners are reminded that a current Business 
Licence is required for all commercial undertakings of any 
kind within the Village of New Denver, including home-based 
businesses, professional, personal or other services for the 
purpose of gain or profit. Business Licences are available 
from the Village Office.

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

PUBLIC NOTICES

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
The Village of New Denver is now accepting applications for 
the position of: 

COMMUNITY LIAISON – ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

This temporary part-time position will work with Village of New 
Denver staff, external consultants, the project steering com-
mittee and community stakeholders in the creation of a Slocan 
Valley Regional Economic Development Strategy.  The position 
involves 175 hours of work between January 9, 2017 – May 
30, 2017.  Schedule flexibility is required, as is knowledge of 
the North Slocan region.  Preference will be given to applicants 
with local government work experience and/or background in 
the economic development sector.  Remuneration to be deter-
mined, commensurate with experience.   

Please submit a resume and cover letter before 4:00 p.m. on 
December 30, 2016 to:

Village of New Denver, Attention:  Bruce Woodbury, CAO
Mail: P.O. Box 40, New Denver, B.C., V0G 1S0
Email: office@newdenver.ca
In person:  115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver

All applicants are thanked for their interest – only those selected 
for an interview will be contacted.

265-3631 • 1-800-665-6010
202 Broadway St. W. • Nakusp

submitted
The Kootenay Conservation 

Program (KCP) awarded its annual 
Conservation Leadership Awards 
as part of their annual gathering in 
Creston on November 25. Heather 
Leschied and Grant Trower were 
both recipients of the award, 
showcasing outstanding leadership 
qualities in the field of conservation 
in this region.

Trower has dedicated himself 
to protecting fish, wildlife and 
their habitats, particularly in the 
Meadow Creek area. He is the 
former coordinator of the Friends 
of the Lardeau, a long-term board 
member for the Fish and Wildlife 
Compensation Program, and 
current coordinator of Wildlife 
Habitats for Tomorrow.  He has 
worked tirelessly to gain protected 
area status within the Lardeau 
area and has given his time freely 
for fish, wildlife and habitat in 
the Columbia Basin. He has 
received recognition by the Land 
Conservancy for his efforts around 
land protection.

Leschied is a champion of 
conservation in the Kootenays. Her 
passion, knowledge and ability to 
communicate have enabled her to 
move ideas to action, and create a 
stronger culture of conservation 
both within, and beyond, our 
region. She has been involved 
in water stewardship and citizen 
science initiatives in the Columbia 
Basin for over a decade. She is chair 
of the East Kootenay Integrated 
Lake Management Partnership 
and Kootenay Lake Partnership; 
a founding director of the Lake 
Windermere Ambassadors and 
Friends of Kootenay Lake; director 
of the BC Lake Stewardship 
Society;  and serves on the 
Columbia Basin Trust Environment 
Advisory Committee and Kootenay 
Lake Local Conservation Fund 

Conservation leadership awards presented to Kootenay residents
Technical Review Committee. She 
was instrumental in the launch of 

Living Lakes Canada in 2010, 
which has now expanded her work 

to the Mackenzie River and Lake 
Winnipeg watersheds. Her work 
has won awards from government 
and industry, and has influenced the 
management of water bodies in the 
Kootenays. 

To read more about  the 
Conservation Leadership Awards 

or past recipients go to www.
kootenayconservation.ca.

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Grant Trower receives the 2016 Conservation Leadership Award from KCP Chair Derek Petersen.

Heather Leschied accepts the 2016 Conservation Leadership Award from KCP Program Manager Juliet Craig.
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Now Open:
Friday, Saturday, 

Sunday
5-8 pm

The Village
Hearth is a project

of the Healthy
Community

Society of the
North Slocan

Valley. Reservations recommended
250-358-2449

Warm Holiday Cheer to the community and 
Many thanks for your support!

from your local farm-to-table restaurant
Holiday Hours
Open Friday, Dec 23 (Closed Christmas Eve and Christmas Day)
Open Friday, Dec 30 & New Year’s Eve (Closed New Year’s Day)
Closed Jan. 1-19
Re-opening Jan. 20, 21 & 22 (Fri., Sat., Sun.)

by Art Joyce
American politician Alan Keyes 

once said: “Bureaucracies are 
inherently undemocratic. Bureaucrats 
derive their power from their position 
in the structure, not from their relations 
with the people they are supposed to 
serve. The people are not masters of 
the bureaucracy, but its clients.” And 
if BC’s new regulations governing 
building contractor certification and the 
New Home Warranty are anything to go 
by, then this year will be a bureaucrat’s 
Christmas. 

Although the New Home Warranty 
has been in place for about 15 years, 
a creeping growth in BC building 
regulations has now extended to 
both new home building contractors 
and even owner-builders. Without 
a New Home Warranty, one cannot 
obtain a mortgage for a new home, 
and contractors are required to put up 
security for the warranty. According 
to Nakusp builder Dave Madden, 
a contractor must have a proven 
net worth of $250,000 and put up 
$15,000 as a security deposit held by 
the warranty provider (insurer). “And 
then you pay for an insurance policy 
on each building that you do, and that 
policy is related to the total build cost. 
For a $400,000 home that policy might 
cost $2,500.” 

Further, the Homeowner Protection 
Act states: “If a new home is de-
enrolled from home warranty insurance 
for any reason, construction cannot 
continue. Under section 22 of the 
Homeowner Protection Act, a person 
must not build, sell, or offer to sell a 
new home unless it is first registered for 
coverage by home warranty insurance 
provided by a warranty provider.” 

Changes to the Homeowner 
Protection Act introduced by the BC 
government in March 2015 established 
an “enhanced licensing system” 
for the province’s estimated 6,000 
residential builders. The changes were 
the result of “extensive consultation 

A bureaucrat’s Christmas: new regulations for building contractors
with stakeholders,” including the 
Insurance Council of BC and the 
Canadian Home Builders’ Association 
of BC (CHBA-BC). “They reflected 
the industry’s desire to raise the bar 
of professionalism and improve the 
quality of residential construction in 
BC…” 

All licensed general contractors 
with a license expiry date on or after 
October 31, 2015 are now required 
to take continuing professional 
development courses as a condition 
of renewing their license each year. 
“It’s the most rigorous vetting of my 
company I’ve ever gone through,” 
says New Denver contractor Jesse 
Oldham. “I’ve already put in 130 pages 
of paperwork. But if I’m going to risk 
my family’s home for the next ten years 
then I want a guarantee.” 

Ostensibly a response to the 
‘leaky condo scandal’ of the 1980s, 
“the changes were put in place to 
protect home buyers from poor 
quality construction and bad business 
practices… Licensed residential 
builders are required to enroll new 
homes in home warranty insurance to 
ensure that all consumers of new homes 
in BC are protected by the strongest 
home warranty insurance coverage in 
Canada,” states the BC Homeowner 
Protection Office (HPO).

Dave Madden sees both sides 
of the issue. On the one hand, he 
welcomes a more professional standard 
in construction, as already required 
for other trades in the industry. “It’s 
a step in the direction of quality and 
consistency.” On the other hand, he 
admits, “it will make the building 
process more expensive, so it’s an issue 
of builders passing those expenses on 
to the client. Potentially it could cut 
smaller companies out of the game.” 

T h e  c h a n g e s  i n c l u d e  t h e 
requirement that “owner-builder 
applicants… pass an examination on 
home building basics set by the HPO.” 
Gone are the days when you could buy 
raw land and simply build your own 
home your own way, as people have 
done for centuries. Although the HPO 
states that only licensed residential 
builders, not owner-builders, are 
required to take out New Home 
Warranty insurance, good luck getting 
a mortgage without one. 

Madden says the new regulation 
was simply closing up an old loophole. 
“The standard of practice that was 
going on when owner-builders were 
just taking out permits and hiring 

unlicensed builders, that standard of 
building was definitely inferior to 
what’s being done now.” 

Although there are no additional 
costs for building contractors under the 
new legislation, a look at the required 
courses could be daunting for some. 
They include construction technology, 
construction management, BC Building 
Code orientation, financial planning 
and management, construction law, 
customer service and home warranty 
insurance, business planning and 
management, safety leadership and 
more. In total the course fees will 
cost contractors as much as $8,000, 
although a membership with CHBA-
BC, which offers the courses, will get 
you a 20% discount. Oldham says he’s 
already spent closer to $14,000 when 
lawyer’s fees are added in. Some older 
contractors are opting to retire rather 
than bear these costs. 

All this comes at a time when 
housing costs are at record highs. 
According to the June 2016 RBC 
Economics Housing Trends and 
Affordability report, housing costs 
now consume an average of 47% of 
household income – higher in prime 
markets like Toronto and Vancouver. 
A reasonable percentile for servicing 
housing costs is considered to be closer 
to one-third of income. “I’ve built a few 
new homes; it’s so expensive it almost 
bankrupts you,” says Oldham.

Addi t ional  cos ts  c reeping 
into new housing include changes 
to the BC Building Code, which 
now have stringent requirements for 
energy-efficient windows and doors. 
According to Madden, only a handful 
of manufacturers in North America 
meet the new code for their products, 
forcing many smaller producers out of 
business. “There’s all kinds of changes 
in the building code I find disappointing 
that are definitely moving us toward 
cookie cutter houses.” 

Owner-builders on limited incomes 
looking to use cost-efficient alternatives 
to standard construction techniques 
may find that new regulations freeze 
them out. “If you get into alternative 
building, the HPO can decide not 
to cover it,” says Madden. “On one 
level I can certainly see where they’re 
coming from, but on another level, 
the insurance companies are perhaps 
having more control and direction 
over the type of building people can 
build. Here in the Kootenays, we don’t 
really fit into the boxes the rest of the 
world does.” 
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On behalf of the Staff and Board of Directors at 
Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community Services 
we would like to Wish you all a Very Merry and 

Safe Christmas and a Happy New Year!!!
Holiday Schedule:
Main Office will be open regular hours on Friday, December 23
 Closed Monday, December 26
Re-opening with regular hours Tuesday December 27
Work BC Office will be open regular hours on Fri. Dec. 23
 Closed December 26 & 27
Re-opening with regular hours (8:30 - 4:30) Wed. Dec. 28
Christmas Hampers will be distributed from the Nakusp 
Arena on Thurs. Dec. 22 between 10 am and 12 noon. 
Christmas Hampers will be delivered to the Burton, 
Fauquier and Edgewood areas on Thurs. Dec. 22.Holiday Hours 

December 24 - 27:  closed
December 28 & 29: 10 am – 2 pm

(No Veterinarian available)
December 30 - January 1: closed

Valhalla Veterinary Service will 
be closed December 28

OPEN for the New Year January 2

Warm holiday wishes from 
Nakusp Veterinary Clinic

Merry 
Christmas 

to all!
Men with Brooms

Insurance Inspections & Installations of  
Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

250-265-4134

by Art Joyce
For those seeking affordable 

housing, the options are narrowing, 
potentially creating a strangulating 
effect on new innovations in housing 
solutions. 

New Denver resident and 
professional artist Nadine Stefan’s 
attempt to build a ‘tiny home’ 
has run smack into this wall of 
new regulations. “I’m building a 
house that’s 280 square feet, built 
to be portable, moveable,” she 
explains. “I decided on this because 
I couldn’t afford land. This is one 
way of me owning my own home. 
When it came time to approve 
my permit application, I was told 
I need an HPO number, which 
relates to homeowner’s warranty 
insurance. I then attempted to 
apply as a homeowner builder but 
was assessed as ineligible because 
I don’t own the land beneath the 
house. I was told my only other 
choice was to hire a licensed 
contractor, who has homeowner’s 
warranty certification. I said, well 
my house is already half built… 
They said, well if you can find a 
licensed contractor who’s willing 
to assume liability on behalf of your 
builder you can be eligible, which 
would mean I’d have to pay $4,000, 
which is essentially 12 percent of 
the total cost of my house.” 

Stefan appealed to the HPO’s 
legal department but says she’s 
been passed from one staff person 
to the next, often being given 
misinformation along the way. She 
was told again she wasn’t eligible 
as an owner-builder and therefore 
couldn’t be issued a permit.

“That’s when they decided to 
consider an exemption for me, as 
long as the owner of the land is 
willing to have a covenant placed 
against his title. They can’t make me 
responsible for the risk so they’re 
making someone else responsible. 

New Denver resident says homeowner 
protection regulations compromise basic rights

Even though the homeowner’s 
warranty has nothing to do with the 
land, it has to do with the structure 
of the house. I still haven’t got an 
answer as to why I need someone to 
do this; it’s just the way it’s done.” 

As it happens, the owner of the 
property she’s leasing is willing to 
have the covenant placed on his land 
title, since he’ll be earning income 
over the next several years in lease 
payments. 

Stefan sees the new regulations 
as an unnecessary bureaucratic 
duplication of existing services, such 
as the Regional District building 
inspection department. “Contractors 
tell me they have to seek out a 
private insurer for the warranty 
that’s sanctioned by the HPO, at 
huge cost. And the minute there’s 

a claim, the insurance company is 
going to try to invalidate the claim 
based on a technicality they built in. 
It defies common sense.” 

She also sees the new regulations 
as discriminatory against those 
lacking the financial means to build 
a new home in the conventional 
manner. “My concern is the erosion 
of our rights. The greater concern 
here is our way of life, and the ways 
in which it’s taxing our community. 
It’s hard enough to earn a living 
here. At this rate we’re going to 
become a summer resort town. 
To what extent are we willing to 
compromise our rights in order to 
reduce risk?”

Meanwhile, she is still waiting 
for approval for a special exemption 
from the HPO. 
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Merry Christmas to All 
  from All of Us 
    Check out our Christmas baking  
    And enjoy!

Ph:250-226-7186
Open Tues to Sat 
10 am to 5:30 pm

Closed Dec 25 
to Jan 9

Re-open Jan 10

by Moe Lyons
Jim Leslie says, “I am doing 

something I am meant to do.” Despite 
the whirling snow outside, Leslie’s 
presentation, ‘Cannabis: Science 
and Local Economic Development’ 
attracted a crowd of more than 40 
fascinated people to the Vallican 
Whole on Friday, December 2. The co-
owner of the Kootenays Medicine Tree 
in Nelson and Grand Forks regaled his 
audience with information about the 

health effects of cannabis, and the best 
ways of marketing it. A true believer in 
his product, he really knows his stuff. 
His message is timely and of great 
interest to many in this valley. 

He began with the health effects of 
cannabis. Leslie suggests ‘Googling’ 
cannabinoids, and being prepared to 
spend hours online reading about the 
benefits of cannabis and the research 
that backs up these claims. Cannabis 
has a long history of being used 
medicinally, the first evidence of 

which comes from China in about 
3000 BC. 

Lesl ie  s ta tes  that  THC 
(tetrahydrocannabinol, extracted 
from the sativa strain), the active 
ingredient with which most of 
us are familiar, inhibits cancer 
cell growth, acts as an analgesic, 
is anti-spasmodic, anti-emetic, 
antioxidant, anti-inflammatory 
and is a bronchodilator. It blocks 
pain signals to the brain. It works 
synergistically with opioids for 
better pain relief and can help 
people get off such drugs as 
oxycontin.

CBD (cannabidiol, extracted 
from the indica strain) is the 
other medicinal substance that 
comes from cannabis. While it is 
also psychoactive, unlike THC it 
doesn’t make the consumer high. 
It can be obtained from industrial 
hemp, although to do so is currently 
illegal.

Regulations about industrial 
hemp say it “cannot be used for any 
purpose not permitted under the 
Act,” which Leslie says results in 
enormous wastage. He says CBD 
is anti-seizure, anti-cancer, anti-
anxiety, antioxidant and inhibits 
the reward mechanisms associated 
with drug addiction. It helps with 
grand mal seizures, and as well 
can be described as “performance-
enhancing for intellectuals.”

Overall, says Leslie, cannabis 
has been shown to help with the 
treatment of HIV/Aids, ADHD, 
arthritis, brain and head injuries, 
cancer,  chronic pain,  bone 
healing, colitis and the effects of 
chemotherapy.

Leslie stresses that doctors 

need to be educated about medical 
marijuana. Many doctors still will 
not write a scrip for people to get the 
drug, even though all that a responsible 
dispensary requires is a diagnosis, 
e.g. insomnia, chronic pain. This 
recommendation can come from a 
doctor, a nurse practitioner, a Chinese 
medicine practitioner or a naturopath. 
Meanwhile, medical marijuana is 
slowly making inroads into care 
homes, where it can help with anxiety 
and aggression associated with various 
forms of dementia.

The part of Leslie’s talk that 
resonated most with the audience 
was the discussion about getting into 
the industry and keeping it local.  
“This place is legendary,” he says. 
“Entrepreneurs are coming here from 
the city to find the good stuff.” 

 “We need to make sure we are 
not precluded from taking our place 
in the marketplace,” Leslie says. He 
and other local people are striving 
to create a grassroots industry. He 
says they are “starting small. Trying 
to do things right.” Speaking for 
his organization, he said, “We do 
not participate with any farmer who 
doesn’t grow organically.” 

He is very concerned about 
looming corporate takeover of the 
industry, and suggests strategies for 
ensuring this does not happen. He 
believes small business people “must 
have a unified industry to stake and 
hold our collective place, starting 
in our own backyard.” He suggests 
a growers’ pool, with individual 
members identifying what they do best 
and focusing on that aspect of things. 
“We need,” he says, “to protect this 
place from the people who want to 
come in here and put their brand on it.”

Interestingly, a representative 
from the Canadian Federation for 

Independent Business attended 
the evening and spoke briefly. His 
organization, 110,000 non-corporate 
businesses strong, is very interested 
in courting and helping the fledgling 
independent marijuana industry.

Leslie stresses people need to 
start today if they are going to make 
things work for the small producer. 
“If all of us in the dispensary business 
waited for permission, there would 
be no dispensaries right now. They 
cannot send police to arrest our 
entire industry and take us away.” He 
stresses, however, that people must 
take this seriously and approach it in 
a professional manner. He gives this 
advice:

• act like other industries
• establish best practices
• artisanal and specialty producers 

must develop Standard Operating 
Procedures

• keep good records
• pay taxes
• leave behind your guerrilla 

attitudes 
• be confident, smart, and good 

producers.
Remember, he says, “The reason 

the government has decided to legalize 
marijuana is that Canadians have 
decided not to obey these laws.” This 
is the future, he says, and we need to 
“take it back from the dark side.”

Anyone looking for  more 
information will receive a warm 
r e c e p t i o n  a t  t h e  K o o t e n a y s 
Medicine Tree, #106 – 601 Front 
Street, Nelson 250-352-0961, www.
kootenaysmedicinetree.ca. If there is 
enough interest in more workshops 
focusing on specific aspects of the 
industry, the Whole is willing to 
sponsor these events. Contact info@
VallicanWhole.com to express your 
interest. 

Medical marijuana: growing a grassroots local industry
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submitted
Frantisek Strouhal has been chosen 

as a featured artist by Baltimore-based 
Artsy Shark Gallery.

“The juried competition,” wrote 
the gallery’s owner, Carolyn Edlund, 
“was a challenging process due to the 
high level of talent and the quality of 
the portfolios.” 

Artsy Shark recently launched an 
online gallery representing a highly 

Strouhal once again honoured by gallery
curated selection of artists whose work is 
appropriate for residential and corporate 
environments.

Strouhal captures the figure of live 

models with his 4 x 5 camera and, in a 
collage effect, incorporates the portraits 
with images of landscape, architectural 
details and still life on a paper negative. 

He then contact prints the negative on 
a specially treated watercolour paper, 
on which lithography inks are applied, 
layer by layer.

He has won numerous awards and 
has been featured in various juried and 
invitational exhibitions throughout North 
America. His artworks can be found in 
many public and private collections in 
Canada, the United States, and Europe.

Strouhal lives and works in the 
Slocan Valley where he spends most 
of his time creating new pieces and 
doing commissioned portraits. His art 
can be seen on his new website www.
frantisekstrouhal.com, and you can view 
his unique technique on YouTube, in the 
video Northwest Profiles: Art Embracing 
Awareness produced by Spokane public 
TV.

The Awakening, by Frantisek Strouhal.

Self in trospection, by Frantisek Strouhal.

Serene in Nature, by Frantisek Strouhal.



The Valley Voice   December 15, 201618 COMMUNITY CELEBRATIONS

Raven’s Nest
in New Denver

Woolen Blankets, Natural Fibre Clothing, Books, Toys and Gifts

Happy Holidays!
Our Holiday Sale continues 

through Christmas Eve!
• All Clothing – 10% off
• Everything Else – 5% off

Open Every Day 
through Boxing Day 

(except Christmas Day). 
See our Business Directory 

Advert for Hours.

250-358-2178
Main Street, New Denver

Sending you all warm
wishes of health and
happiness through the
holidays and into the
New Year!

Thanks for all your support.
Closed early Christmas Eve: 3:30 pm

Closed Dec 25 & 26 and Jan 1
Open January 2

Rutabaga’s
Whole Foods

Main Street, New Denver

Thanks to our 
customers and wishing 

everyone a safe and 
happy holiday season
Dec 24: 9 am - 1 pm • Closed Dec 25 – 27 
Dec 31: 9 am - 1 pm • Closed Jan 1 & 2

405 Front St., Kaslo, BC
Ph.:(250) 353-7633 • Fax: (250) 353-7355

Merry Christmas and 
Happy Holiday Season!

Wishing you all the 
best in the New Year

Holiday Hours:
Christmas Eve – 9-4
December 25 & 26 – closed
December 27 – 9-5
New Year’s Eve – 9-5
New Year’s Day – closed
January 2 – 10-4

The Nakusp Senior Singers were one of the choirs performing at the 30th Annual Community Carol Sing in Nakusp, December 7.

The performance of ‘Seussified Christmas Carol’ by the young thespians in Katrina Sumrall’s 
grades 4-6 class had the audience riveted and roaring with laughter. The two shows, on 

December 1 and 2 at the Bosun Hall, were very well attended.

There were fire dancers at Nakusp’s 
Celebration of Light, December 2.

Lynn and Gwyndon from Cornucopia Natural 
Foods in their elf aprons at Kaslo Light Up.
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May you have peace 
in your heart 

this holiday season!
- Chris and Brian

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground, Winlaw
www.karibupark.com • 1-888-452-7428

COMMUNITY CELEBRATIONS

The grades 4-12 students from Lucerne School in New Denver placed shoes in the KSCU garden to remember women who are no longer with us 
due to violence. This was the culmination of an ‘Elimination of Violence against Women and Girls’ social justice campaign at the school.

Nakusp’s annual Candlelight & Cake happened on November 30. Here, Jennifer of Jennifer 
Chocolates picks the winners from the basket, held up by Debra of Prima Materia. Winners were 
Hannah Koenig and Mary Hamling. The businesses involved thank everyone who participated. 

The annual Celebrate the Light event was held at Silverton Memorial Hall the snowy evening of 
December 10, with traditional circle dancing, music and poetry. Here Haya Mayor, Larry Zaleski 

and Val Mayes perform the traditional skit ‘Hana Zelda.’
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Here Patrick McGovern and Sue Mistretta perform Leonard Cohen’s Hallelujah and John 
Lennon’s Imagine at the annual Celebrate the Light event held at Silverton Memorial Hall, 

December 10. 



The Valley Voice   December 15, 201620

Season’s 
Greetings 

from Steve, Lee & Staff

COMMUNITY

Merry Christmas 
and 

Happy New Year
from 

Crescent Bay Construction
Dec 23 closed at noon

Dec 24-26 closed
Dec 30 closed at noon

Dec 31, Jan 1 & 2 closed

Nakusp • Ph. 250 265-3747• Email cresbay@telus.net

Wishing our friends, neighbours and 
customers the Best of the Holiday Season

from all of us at

Providing Solutions... Making Repairs Easy!
Tel: 877 359 6990 • Fax: 250 359 6980 • 1007 Playmor, South Slocan, BC V0G 2G1

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

submitted
Search and rescue crews in 

Coquitlam and Kamloops will be 
part of a one-year pilot project 
allowing them to use unmanned 
aerial vehicles (UAVs) or drones for 

Search and Rescue crews launch drone pilot project
their operations.

Emergency Management BC 
(EMBC) endorsed the pilot because, 
it says, UAVs could be valuable 
tools for emergency management 
personnel. An increasing number of 
search and rescue (SAR) and public 
safety agencies in North America 
are using drones to help ensure 
the safety and security of residents 
while keeping emergency personnel 
safe in their jobs.

EMBC will ensure these tools 

are used in a way that takes into 
account privacy considerations, 
as well as ensure they would be 
operating within Transport Canada 
regulations.

In 2016, the Province committed 
$10 million in funding that is being 
distributed by the British Columbia 
Search and Rescue Association 
(BCSARA) over a two-year period, 
based on the proposed Alternative 
Support Model that was supported 
by its members. These funding 
allocations are given according 
to the needs of the local ground 
SAR teams to replace or update 
equipment, provide administrative 
support and pay for new or 
additional training.

This investment builds on the 
$6.3 million the Province provides 
annually to cover operational 
costs for deployment, as well as 
training and equipment costs, and 
the insurance and liability for the 
members of the 80 groups serving 
throughout BC.

“We have been testing and 
training with these UAVs for a while 
now and are very excited to apply 
this technology to real searches,” 
said Alan Hobler, Kamloops SAR 
president. “In some applications 
UAVs will be a more effective 
means of searching terrain that 
would otherwise be difficult or 
impossible to search by traditional 
ground searchers. Searcher safety is 
paramount for us and now we have a 
new tool that we can use in places or 
circumstances that may pose a risk 
to our searchers.”

Isn’t she a beauty? Kaslo Search & Rescue volunteers proudly show her off at the Grand Revealing of the new Kaslo Search & Rescue boat on 
December 10. She received a lot of admiration from the many community members who came out to the celebration.
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by Jan McMurray
In recognition of the huge 

interest in parks, trails, and other 
outdoor recreational facilities 
throughout the region, the RDCK is 
working on an inventory of outdoor 
recreation assets.

At the December 8 RDCK board 
meeting, the board asked staff to 
develop a ‘Transportation, Parks & 
Trails Mission Framework/Plan.’

RDCK to take an inventory of parks and trails
“This is the first step in working 

towards an inventory,” said Director 
Ramona Faust, who chaired the ‘All 
Recreation’ workshop of the board 
on December 7.

“The All Recreation meeting 
was a workshop to identify where 
there is potential for the different 
recreation commissions to work 
together,” Faust explained.

She said the group identified 

outdoor recreation as a common 
interest, “and most particularly an 
inventory of parks and trails, as well 
as trails that promote non-highway 
connections between communities.”

Faust said the RDCK directors 
see that  outdoor recreat ion 
infrastructure is of huge benefit to 
local citizens, and is a great way 
to promote staycations within the 
region and to build tourism.

“We also recognized the huge 
contributions of our local volunteers 
in establishing and maintaining 
regional infrastructure,” she said.

The RDCK has had four 
Recreation Master Plans done 
since 2006: Slocan Valley (2016), 
Castlegar and area (2016), Nelson 

and area (2014), and Creston 
Valley (2006). A review of the 
commonalities in the four regional 
master plans was part of the All 
Recreation workshop.

The board has participated in 
two other All Recreation workshops, 
in 2014.

Cross-country skiing started up in Sandon the first weekend in December. The North Slocan Trails Society will be hosting a K&S Winter Solstice 
Ski from 10 am to 3 pm on December 21, with a warm fire, and free refreshments and baked goods at the Sandon warming shelter.
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RHC Insurance hosted kids’ crafts on New Denver Merchants’ Night.

Scrooge was visited by the Ghost of Christmas Present in the Seussified Christmas Carol, 
performed by Katrina Sumrall’s Lucerne School grades 4-6 class.

The winners of the New Denver Merchants’ Night Draw were Chris and Jimmy (and their parents, Mike and Milou), a family from the Netherlands living in New Denver.

Santa’s Elves, Rasa and Onawa, at the Kaslo Light Up Celebration. Santa’s Workshop was 
sponsored by the Kaslo Youth Centre.
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to 
         our Customers & Community!
Thank you for your business.

Holiday Hours:  Closed Sat Dec.  24 – Mon Dec. 26
       Dec. 27-30 8 am - 5 pm • Closed Dec. 31 & Jan 1 • Jan. 2 8 am - 5 pm
250-265-4155 • www.kaltire.com

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp’s Art Party this fall 

was a raging success, with more 
than double the attendance of the 
first one, held in the spring. 

“We thought it might be 
ambitious, but we planned the 
fall event for twice the number of 
people who came out to our first 
Art Party in the spring – and we 
surpassed it! There were about 

Nakusp Art Party attracts huge crowd
160 at the spring Art Party and 
393 at this one,” reports Kate 
Tupper, the lead organizer.

The events, held at the Old 
Fire Hall, explore the visual 
and performing arts within an 
interactive dance party.

“What we really learned 
this time around is what the 
event means to the community,” 
said Tupper. “Seeing everyone 

together – all ages of adults from 
different backgrounds – dancing 
and laughing and enjoying art in 
all the forms we could attract, 
filled our hearts up and we can’t 
wait to do it again.”

One of the Art Party’s goals 
is to raise money for public art 
projects in the Nakusp area. The 
fall event’s fundraising goal of 
$4,000 for public art was reached, 

with some funds left over to 
help put on the next Art Party in 
spring 2017. 

Of the $4,000 raised for 
public art, $1,000 will go towards 
a mural by former Nakusp 
resident Michelle McLeod. 
Once a protective coating has 
been applied, the mural will be 
installed on the exterior side wall 
of Betty’z Edje Boutique. Betty’z 
Edje owner, Autumn Grossutti 
contributed $800 to this project, 
as well.  

The other $3,000 is going 
towards a mural for the Legion 
building. The Legion has put 
forward $1,000 for the project. 
“This will be a larger project 
because we plan on bringing 
together members from the 
community such as Legion 
members, professional local 

artists, Art Party members and 
others – we’re still working on 
that. We will create a Request 
for Proposals based on the values 
identified by the group, select 
an artist, and hopefully have the 
mural completed and on the side 
of the Legion building in Nakusp 
by our spring 2017 Art Party,” 
Tupper said.

More exciting than the 
fundraising aspect of the party, 
though, is the fun it brings to 
the community. The goals of 
the Art Party are for everyone to 
have fun; to make art accessible 
to everyone; to have people 
experience something new; to 
attract more visitors and money 
to the area; and to raise money 
for public art projects in Nakusp. 
“Our focus isn’t on how much 
money we make. Of our five 

goals, that’s the last one on 
the list,” says Tupper. “The 
experience of the event for the 
amazing community that comes 
out, real life moments of pure joy 
and playfulness, the connections 
people make with old friends and 
new – those are our actual goals.”

Tupper says the Art Party 
organizers planned the event 
around eight values: creativity, 
innovation, ever changing, 
gene ros i t y,  i nc lu s iv i t y, 
engagement, playfulness and 
eclectic. “Not only has it been 
a crazy amount of volunteer 
work, but our success is also due 
to the professional and personal 
skills and connections of the 
organizers. We know what we 
are doing and we have a lot of 
great friends and acquaintances 
that share our values.”

The main organizers of the Nakusp Art Party are: Christa Rebman, Autumn Grossutti, Dustin Raskob, Ali Raskob, Kate 
Tupper, Kish Pederson, Jackie Phillpson, Cassia Parent and Cory Phillipson (missing from photo).
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We’d like to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

The Ktunaxa Grill

5th Annual
FALCONS’ CUP 

December 17th & 18th 
Proceeds go to Nakusp Minor Hockey  

Raffle Table; 50/50 
Beer Gardens; Concession 

Come out, watch some ‘fast pace’ old-time hockey 
and support your local hockey club!  

This ad is sponsored by Marvin’s Small Motors as a public service

by Art Joyce
Nelson’s Academy of Classical 

Oriental Sciences is now offering 
registered massage therapy training 
and certification. With more people 
turning to naturopathy, homeopathy 
and holistic medicine every year, 
registrar Steve Biancolin says the 
academy saw a need to fill a gap in 
educational options for professionals. 
A US National Institutes of Health 
study released in 2015 stated that 
one in three Americans now seek 
out alternative forms of medicine 
for treatment. The figure is as high 
as 70% of adults aged over 50, 
depending on the study. 

“The academy has undergone 
a change of ownership and with 
that came a look at opportunities 
to expand, not limited to Chinese 
medicine,” says Biancolin. “The next 
one we’d like to bring in is a holistic 
nutrition program and then kind of 
grow from there. The bigger scope 
is looking at becoming an integrative 
medicine academy.” 

The Regis tered Massage 
Therapist program will consist of 
just over 3,000 hours of instruction 
offered in a two-year accelerated 

full-time format, meaning students 
are in class for 22.5 months, with 
three-week breaks between three 
consecutive terms. Typically these 
programs are offered over three 
years, with eight months of study 
and summers off. Biancolin says 
the accelerated format was chosen 
because more and more people want 
fast-track programs so they can get 
finished sooner and get to work. The 
academy program will fully prepare 
students to write their exam for the 
College of Massage Therapy of BC 
(CMT-BC), the college that regulates 
the profession in BC.

But massage therapy can be an 
intensely physical job, depending on 
what type of technique is employed, 
so the academy has designed its 
program to help students focus on 
self-care as well as patient care. 
“Aside from the massage therapy 
skills they’ll learn – biomedical 
skills – we have a focus on self-care, 
and that probably is the essence that 
is transferable from our Chinese 
medicine program that’s unique. 
So, how to care for yourself overall, 
how to balance work and life, and 
how to care for yourself while 
doing massage work to ensure the 
longevity of your profession.”

Although, given the physicality 
of the work, it would seem more 
appealing to younger people 
entering the profession, Biancolin 
says it’s surprising how many 
people between the ages of 40 and 
50 are interested. The program is 

foundational to a career as an RMT, 
with the possibility of branching 
into different modalities. Therapists 
might choose not to do deep tissue 
massage but focus instead on energy 
work or osteopathy, which employs 
much softer, gentler manipulation 
techniques. 

“It’s one of the very few careers 
that you can basically ensure an 
instant full-time practice as an 
entrepreneur with very little work 
put into it,” says Biancolin. “It has 
a demand so it kind of sells itself. If 
you want to compare that to Chinese 
medicine, you have to first educate 
the public and really put yourself out 
there to build up a practice.”

The academy is considering 
adding osteopathy to its expanding 
cur r icu lum.  This  i s  s t i l l  a 
comparatively new field, and until 
recently, Biancolin says there were 
very few osteopaths in Western 
Canada. There are several practicing 
in Nelson now but some have 
reported having to travel as far as 
Vernon to see an osteopath.

The tuition cost for the full 
RMT two-year program is $29,800 
and applications are being accepted 
now for a January intake. Because 
the academy is accredited with 
CMT-BC and the Private Training 
Institutions Branch (PTIB, Ministry 
of Education), students can apply for 
government student loans. 

For more information visit the 
academy website at www.acos.org or 
www.kootenayregisteredmassage.com 

Chinese medicine academy offering massage therapy certification

submitted
On Saturday, January 21, 

the Vallican Whole will once 
more be hosting the winter 
Locavores’ Feast. More about 
that next year, but right now the 
organizers want to encourage 
you to start thinking about what 
YOU can do for Six Slocan 
Valley Minutes! 

This is the follow-up to 
dinner, and just like dinner, it is 
only as good as you make it. So 

Six Slocan Valley Minutes needs you
come out and do the impossible, 
the improbable, or simply the 
unusual. You can do the usual 
song and dance, etc., but the 
best performances are the most 
unexpected. 

P a s t  f a v o u r i t e s  h a v e 
included starting a fire with a 
bow, making pesto, taking a 
chainsaw apart (they tried to put 
it back together but they were 
hauled off before they could), 
etc. Dream big, or bug your 

braver and more exhibitionistic 
friends. Rehearse at your various 
holiday celebrations. Let’s make 
this the best SSVM ever!

The Whole has big plans 
for the following months, too. 
Music! Theatre! Ambience! In 
February, March and April the 
Up Close and Intimate series 
returns. For more about that 
and all kinds of stuff about the 
liveliest hall around, go to FB/
TheWhole.
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Closed Dec 24 - Jan 2
Wishing everyone a Safe and Happy 

Holiday Season

Closed – Dec 24 - 28
Open till 4 pm – Dec 29 and 30 

Closed – Dec 31 - Jan 2
Open regular hours Jan 3

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

by Claire Paradis
• Linda Dixon, president of the 

Nakusp & District Museum Society, 
is seeking funding from the Village 
and the RDCK for one employee over 
the summer season. In a presentation 
to council, Dixon said the museum 
wants to create events around local 
people and their stories, and an 
education program for schools that 
focuses on local history. She said the 
museum will need to secure funding 
for a regular employee before these 
projects can be taken on. She is 
hoping the Village and the RDCK 
would split the cost of an employee, 
which totals roughly $4,000 per year. 

• Joe Williams spoke to council 
about concerns around the impending 
decommissioning of the DEV Galena 
ferry as backup to the new MV 
Columbia, which sails between 
Galena and Shelter Bays. Williams 
said he talked to 60 local businesses 
who were concerned about the 
December 31 decommissioning. 
The DEV Galena has been used as 

Nakusp council, November 28: Museum Society asks for funding for employee
a backup vessel at all three Upper 
Arrow crossings including Arrow 
Park and Fauquier as well as Galena 
Bay, stated Williams. Nakusp Mayor 
Karen Hamling said she has had 
no response from the Minister of 
Transportation and Infrastructure to 
inquiries about the decommissioning. 
Williams said it was time to spread 
the word and get hold of local MLAs 
and reach out to the media. Councillor 
Ulli Mueller suggested contacting 
people in Revelstoke who will also be 
affected by long ferry waits. Mayor 
Hamling said the Village would 
look into contacting the Revelstoke 
Chamber of Commerce and mayor. 

• Nakusp council decided the 
Columbia River Treaty would be a 
good topic for a sign of interest for 
tourists passing through the area. 
Councillor Mueller stated it was 
an issue that really impacts a lot of 
people in the area, and suggested 
that the sign should be somewhere 
around town. 

• Nakusp now has a code of 
conduct for mayor and councillors. 
The new code, with additions from 
Councillor Tom Zeleznik, clearly 
outlines what behaviour is or is not 
acceptable by councillors and mayor. 

• The year 2016 is wrapping up, 
reported CAO Laurie Taylor. The 
Village is still in negotiations with 
the union and budget preparations are 
underway. A preliminary budget will 
be ready December 12. Also on the 
end-of-year books are 39 properties 
with taxes owing and may be on the 

tax sales auction block if they’re still 
delinquent as of January 1, 2017. 

• Director of Operations Warren 
Leigh let council know that there was 
a pressure-reducing valve station at 
the end of 2nd Avenue that had failed. 
Citizens whose water was affected 
by the valve had lower than normal 
pressure for two days until the Village 
crew was able to set up a bypass and 
improve water service.

Leigh also reported that water, 
sewer, and road inspection reviews 
had been completed and that Village 
buildings are next on the list to be 
looked at. Work continues on fire 
hydrants in the Village with one third 
having been examined and serviced 
inside and out, and the other two 
thirds having been inspected and 
scheduled for full maintenance. 
There are three privately owned 
hydrants in the Village, only one of 
which is maintained by the Village 
under contract. 

Leigh also mentioned that he had 
bought as many fixtures from the 
company which manufactured the 
lighting along Columbia Crescent 
before they had gone under, but now 
there were only three or four left. So, 
replacements will be needed likely 
in the next year or two, he said. 
Councillor Mueller asked how the 
location of brand new streetlights 
is decided, and mentioned that 
Churchill Road where she lives 
is very dark and often has people 
walking along it at night. Leigh 
responded that he’s never installed 

a new streetlight, that it’s never 
come up. Mayor Hamling suggested 
checking with BC Hydro about 
what’s needed in terms of procedure, 
cost, and ability for a new streetlight. 

• Director of Recreation and 
Parks Terry Welsh reported that 
October was the first month the 
Nakusp Hot Springs had lower 
revenues than last year, although the 
total number of visitors to the Springs 
was still higher than last October. 

• The Trails Master Plan is 
well underway, said Welsh, and he 
anticipates public open houses will 
be held in March in Burton/Fauquier, 
Edgewood and Nakusp.

• Recreation Commission #4 has 
new appointees. This year, Melissa 
Rode, Carlee Hughes, Tawni Sidwell, 

and Bill Tobey join Chair Barb 
Lewis and Grant Coordinator Sarah 
Sanders. 

• The Falcon’s Cup will once 
again have a beer garden as part of 
the festivities on December 17 and 
18 this year. Council approved their 
request, which included a plan for 
A Safe Ride Home. Let the good 
times flow.

• Kate Tupper has generously 
donated one of her sculptures for 
the Village waterfront. Tupper has 
donated the sculpture, and the Village 
will pay for the powder coating 
and concrete mount for the latest 
addition to Nakusp’s public art. The 
sculpture is a metal chair, perfect 
for appreciating the view or reading 
a book.

BC students are 
world leaders in 
reading, science 
and math
submitted

BC students have earned some 
of the best outcomes against their 
peers in the 2015 Programme for 
International Student Assessment 
(PISA) released last week.

BC’s Grade 10 students earned 
the top spot for reading, second 
in science and sixth in math, each 
an improvement over the last time 
testing was done in 2012. Conducted 
by the Organization for Economic 
Co-operation and Development, 
the PISA assesses students from 
72 countries and all 10 Canadian 
provinces.

PISA assesses the performance 
of 15-year-old students in reading, 
science and math. It is conducted 
every three years and is one of the 
most comprehensive programs of its 
kind in the world. 

“Our students are the best readers 
in the world and their outcomes 
put them at the head of the class 
globally. These results come thanks 
to hard work by the students, the 
skills and efforts of our teachers, and 
from the strength of our education 
system,” said Education Minister 
Mike Bernier. “It’s doubly rewarding 
to see the strong results are also an 
improvement from the already strong 
results three years ago.”

In PISA 2012, BC students 
performed second in reading, third 
in science, and 10th in math.

“World-leading results like the 
PISA results are what we are building 
on with our new curriculum,” Bernier 
said. “Our new curriculum is going 
to help make sure that our students 
continue to have great outcomes and 
connect with the skills they need to 
succeed in our changing world.”

The OECD report is available at: 
www.oecd.org/pisa/.

The Canadian report is available 
at: www.piasacan.ca.
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Wishing you and yours
a safe and happy
holiday season!
Best Wishes for 2017!

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Xmas Hours:
Dec. 24 – 9 am - 6 pm
Dec. 25 - 26 - closed
Open Jan. 1 – Noon - 6 pm

WANTED 
TO BUY: 
CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

Sylvia Christina Vandenbos 
1942-2016

Sylvia Christina Vandenbos passed away in 
the Trail Hospital on November 22nd. She was 
very proud of her marriage and her family (es-
pecially her grandchildren), and considered 
herself blessed in life. She had a lively sense 
of humour, and laughter was heard frequently 
by her bedside in the last weeks of her life. 

Sylvia was born in Bondowoso, Indonesia in January 1942. In 1956, her 
family fled Indonesia in the midst of their war for independence, ending up 
in Almelo, the Netherlands.  Sylvia completed high school and teacher’s 
college there. In 1966, she and a younger sister emigrated to Canada. It was 
soon after she arrived in Calgary that she met Cornelis Vandenbos. Cor and 
Sylvia were married in August of 1967 and quickly started their own family. 
Sylvia worked as a teacher (Netherlands), early childhood educator 
(Kelowna) and a teacher’s aide (Calgary). Later in life, she and Cor owned 
and managed the Glacier View Cabins in New Denver, where they spent 
some of the happiest years of their life.  They retired in 2005 and moved 
to Raspberry (Castlegar) to be closer to family. She loved art, and was an 
accomplished painter. Sylvia held a show at the Hidden Garden Gallery 
(New Denver) in 2008, and regularly showed her paintings during Art Walk 
in Castlegar.  

Sylvia is survived by her beloved husband, Cor, her son Jan (Jennifer) in 
Seattle, Wa., her daughter Rena (Brendan) in Shoreacres, and her two 
grandchildren (Adriana and John). She also leaves behind eight siblings. 
The family would like to thank the doctors and nurses at the Kootenay 
Boundary Regional Hospital, and Kootenay Lake Hospital as well as Dr. 
Ankenbauer, and Dr. Malpass for their care. Thank you relatives, friends 
and neighbours for all of your support.

A Celebration of Sylvia’s Life will be held on December 17th, 1:00 pm in her 
home. For those requiring directions please contact Rena Vandenbos at 
250-359-5905. 
In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to The Canadian Cancer Society 
or The Kootenay Boundary Regional Hospital Health Foundation. 
Sylvia will be missed.

Silverton 
Social Drop In 

Program
Silverton 

Memorial Hall 
Every Tuesday and 
Thursday 10:00 am 

- 2:00 pm 
Socializing, Workshops 

and Outings

Lunch served every 
Thursday 

Program is open to 
everyone over 50.

 submitted 
Early childhood support, 

community outreach and food 
security are some of the themes that 

stand out in the latest list of social 
sector projects receiving funding 
through Columbia Basin Trust’s 
Social Grants. The Trust recently 
approved nearly $1 million in 
funding for 28 projects that address 
social well-being in the Basin.

“We  a r e  commi t t ed  t o 
improving the social well-being 
of Basin residents, and our grant 
program works with the social 

sector that brings about these 
positive changes,” said Liz Gillis, 
Columbia Basin Trust Manager, 
Social Initiatives. “It’s really 
quite remarkable the work that 
these groups take on and how it 
contributes to the health of all of 
our communities.”

The North Kootenay Lake 
Community Services Society 
received approval for their two-
year Harvest Share Food Recovery 
Program which will oversee a wide 
range of operations enhancing 
food security in Kaslo and Area 

D. The society will manage 
donor relationships, volunteers, 
the community garden, organize 
educational events and partner with 
other organizations to foster food 
security and support clients to find 
long-term solutions.

“The folks who most benefit 
from the Harvest Share Food 
Recovery Program are residents 
with limited finances,” said Helen 
Lutz, the society’s executive. 
“Our next phase will broaden 
our work into other segments 
of the population. We will work 
with local businesses and farmers 
around food donation, strengthen 
residents’ employment skills 
through food preparation and 
growing, foster community well-
being through shared events and 
experiences, reduce bear attractants 
in the Village of Kaslo, and explore 
options for program sustainability.” 

Other successful projects 
include:

West Kootenay: Freedom 
Quest Youth Services Society 
– support West Kootenay youth 
and families impacted by mental 
health, trauma and substance use 
in building relationships through 
activities, social support networks 
and education.

K a s l o :  K o o t e n a y  L a k e 
Independent School – replace old 
carpet and sand/varnish remaining 
wood floors at the Periwinkle 
Children’s Centre.

Nakusp: Burton Community 
Learning Centre – support the 
health and well-being of seniors in 
the Lower Arrow Lakes through 
social interaction, physical 
exercise, health education and 
brain fitness activities.

Slocan:  West  Kootenay 
Permaculture Co-op Association 
– develop a community-focused 
multipurpose food centre with a 
teaching kitchen, classroom/dining 
room and food storage to help 
build a healthy community and 
strengthen the local food economy.

Nelson: Nelson Food Cupboard 
Soc ie ty  –  use  communi ty 
engagement to determine the 
feasibility and design for four 
partner organizations to co-locate 
and create a Community Food 
Centre.

Nelson Women’s Centre 
– provide a safe, inclusive, 
i n f o r m a t i v e ,  e d u c a t i o n a l , 
supportive space for all self-
identified trans people in Nelson 
and area.

 Castlegar: Circle of Indigenous 
Nations Society – host a regional 
conference that will use cultural 
and therapeutic activities to help 
men heal from grief, shame, trauma 
and loss.

Trail: Trail Association for 
Community Living – secure safe, 
healthy homes at an affordable cost 
for individuals living well below 
the poverty line.

The Trust has distributed more 
than $5 million to improving social 
well-being in our communities 
since starting the social grants 
program in 2012. The Social Grants 
Evaluation Committee reviews the 
applications and makes the granting 
recommendations. The Committee 
is a volunteer group of Basin 
residents that includes individuals 
who have experience and expertise 
in the social sector and individuals 
who have broader community 
development experience.

For more information about 
the program, visit ourtrust.org/
socialgrants. To learn all the ways 
the Trust supports social well-
being in the Basin, visit ourtrust.
org/social.

CBT announces $1 million in social grants
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Merry 
Christmas & 
Happy New 

Year

314 Broadway
Nakusp

250-265-0060

Thanks to our patrons for another 
successful year! 

See you again in 2017! 
—Karl & Dagmar 

CLOSED DECEMBER 24 

Holiday Hours:
Office Closed December 22 – January 3

Office Reopens 11:00 am, January 4, 2017

from Dr. DeSandoli, 
Ashley, Joanne, 

Laura Lee, Laureen, 
Lynda & Kim

Saddle Mountain Dental Clinic

Christmas hours:
Closed for Christmas break 

Dec. 26 – Dec. 30. 

Re-opening Jan. 2, 2017

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

CATFISH NEEDS A HOME
CATFISH is a beautiful, young, 
short-haired tabby who is looking 
to be adopted!  She was recently 
spayed, is friendly and very nice.
If you are able to welcome her into 
your home, call PALS at 265-3792.

by Jan McMurray
• Lora Lee Brekke and Quinn de 

Courcy were re-elected as chair and 
vice-chair respectively by acclamation.

• There are a total of 450 students in 
the district, up 10 from the count at the 
end of September.

• The ministry is seeking input 
on rural education. Students, parents, 
teachers and community members are 
asked to do the online survey at engage.
gov.bc.ca/ruraleducation/

• Student Rhys McLeod reported 
on the trip to Pasco, Washington for 
the Enterprise Week conference, 
where he and fellow students Cameron 
Olson and Carmen Larder made a 
presentation about the Burton Academy 
School Outdoor Education and 
Entrepreneurship program in front 
of 850 people. The presentation was 
recorded and will be shown to the board 
in January.

• Ric Bardati, president of the 
Arrow Lakes Teachers Association, 
reported that the association and 
SD10 are working on a new letter of 
understanding (LOU) around the four-
day school week. The new LOU will 
address labour inequities between the 
five-day and four-day weeks, such as 
wages for Teachers on Call. Currently, 
Edgewood Elementary is the only 
school in SD10 with a four-day week. 
Bardati said the LOU would be signed 
at the end of January “if all goes well.”

• Bardati also reported on the 
recent ruling in the Supreme Court of 
Canada in favour of the BC Teachers 
Federation, ordering the government to 
restore pre-2002 language around class 
size and composition in the collective 
agreement. BCTF and the government 
are now in discussions to do so, and to 
make the language appropriate to today. 
The goal is to have this completed by the 
beginning of January.

The “crux” of the ruling, Bardati 
said, is that “the BC government created 
some laws… that were unconstitutional. 
This happened in 2002 when Christy 
Clark was Minister of Education.” The 

School District 10 board, December 6: Brekke and de Courcy re-elected
result has been 14 years of underfunding.

• The first SD10 Maker Day is 
planned for January 4 with Dr. Susan 
Crichton, Director of the Innovative 
Learning Centre at UBC Okanagan 
and former SD10 teacher. Grades 7-12 
students will learn about trades and 
technology careers and engage in design 
thinking, human-centred design and 
create prototypes and solutions to real 
world problems.

• The Kootenay Kids KSCU 2017 
calendar includes artwork by two SD10 
students: Ruby Zoll from Lucerne 
School and Odin Brynjolfson from 
Edgewood School.

• NSS Science Teacher Julia 
Flesaker’s application to the Lt. 
Governor’s Stewards of the Future 

program was successful. The program 
offers funding, resources, and support 
to allow groups of high school students 
to engage in environmental stewardship 
learning. All fall, Flesaker’s 11/12 
Environmental Science class has been 
on field trips to Cody Caves, Nakusp Hot 
Springs and several other places to test 
water and learn about the environment.

• Paul Wright is the new PE 
teacher at Nakusp Secondary. He has 
connections to the Kootenays; his most 
recent posting was in Victoria. 

• SD10 has been chosen randomly 
for an audit of student enrolment 
documentation. The ministry audit team 
will do the audit the week of February 
6, 2017.

• The board of education will give 

each school a box of chocolates for the 
staff room, and will make donations to 
the food bank in Nakusp and Christmas 
Sharing in New Denver. This is paid 

for from the Trustee Fund. Trustees 
contribute monthly to the fund from 
their own pockets. Staff appreciation 
events are also paid for from the fund.

submitted
The BC Community Road Safety 

Toolkit, detailing some of the most 
effective and innovative road design 
ideas from jurisdictions worldwide, 
is now available on RoadSafetyBC’s 
website.

The eas i ly-access ib le  and 
electronically-searchable knowledge 
source about road safety designs 
and strategies is designed for local 
governments. The toolkit will support 
municipalities as they consider making 
infrastructure or other road safety-related 
changes, with a resource that shows 
proven concepts from other jurisdictions. 
Examples include raised crossings, 
off-street pedestrian and bicycle paths, 
safe parking lot designs and pedestrian 
scrambles, which are intersections where 
traffic in all directions stops to allow 
pedestrians to cross the intersection in 
any direction at one time.

The first module focuses on safety 
measures that primarily benefit the most 
vulnerable road users, such as pedestrians 
and cyclists. Fatalities amongst these 
users represent more than a quarter of all 
motor vehicle-related fatalities in BC. In 
October, 10 pedestrians died following 

BC Community Road Safety Toolkit 
available for local governments

a motor vehicle-related incident – more 
than double the average number of 
pedestrian fatalities in October over the 
past six years. 

Additional modules will focus on 
road safety designs that benefit all road 
users and recommendations on how 
local governments can implement these 
concepts.

The toolkit was developed through 
RoadSafetyBC by the Road Safety 
Strategy Safe Roads and Communities 
Working Committee, which includes 
representatives from local governments, 
academia, the private sector, ICBC, 
the Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure and the Ministry of Health.
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SEASON’S Greetings
Eric’s Meat Market 
& Deli
Family operated 
business for over 75 years

Fresh
Turkeys and
Hams

Party Trays
made to order

Kaslo, BC
250-353-2436

We will be closed from 
Dec. 24 – Jan. 2    

Open in the New Year…
Tuesday, Jan. 3    

Hours: Tues. – Fri. 9 - 5
Sat. 9 am - 1 pm

6336 Hwy 31 • Kaslo, BC

& Happy 
New Year

December 24: Open until 4 pm
December 25 & 26: Closed

January 1: Closed
Open Monday, January 2

Closed January 7 & 8 
for inventory

www.kaslobuilding.com

– Ruth, Tom & Tamara

www.figmentscanada.com

Salon of the Arts 
coming to Kaslo
next month
submitted

The Salon of the Arts is an annual 
visual arts show presented by the North 
Kootenay Lake Arts and Heritage 
Council in cooperation with the 
Langham Cultural Centre. This year 
the show runs from January 6 to 29 in 
both Langham galleries, and features 
the work of some 50 North Kootenay 
Lake artists – paintings, photography, 
sculpture, and other works in a variety 
of media, including clay, fibre and wood. 

Everyone is welcome to attend 
the opening night reception at 7 pm on 
Friday, January 6 to celebrate the vibrant 
artistic scene that exists in this corner 
of Canada.

On Friday, January 20 the annual 
fundraising auction and performance 
night presents local musicians and 
performers in between some hard-
hitting auctioneering. The money raised 
supports Arts Council activities such 
as ArtWalk, an annual scholarship, the 
Front Street Banner Project, Art in the 
Market, and Arts Advocacy.

For further information contact 
David Stewart at 250-353-7600 or 
nklarts@kaslo.org.

submitted
The lake is cold this time of 

year, but still ice-free. Want to take 
a refreshing dip? On January 1, at 
noon, the Langham Cultural Society 
sponsors the popular annual Polar 
Bear Swim at Kaslo Bay beach. 

For more than 10 years, the Polar 
Bear Swim has been a favourite 
fundraiser for the Langham. Having 

Take a polar plunge for the Langham 
just celebrated its 40th anniversary 
as the centre of arts and culture in 
Kaslo and the surrounding area, the 
Langham is looking forward to 40 
more years. 

Through its many programs, 
the Langham supports a community 
of talented artists, musicians and 
writers, young and old, and provides 
opportunities for Kootenay residents to 
be inspired and entertained. Whether it 
is appreciating some of the best music 
around, viewing an international film 
or taking in a Café Langham Inspired 
Ideas talk, the well-loved Langham 
theatre is one of the most celebrated 

rural theatres in BC. Whether you are 
enjoying gallery exhibitions, taking 
a workshop or visiting the Japanese 
Canadian Museum, the Langham is 
a vibrant centre for Kaslo and for the 
surrounding region.

The Langham is also housed in 
one of Kaslo’s award-winning heritage 
buildings.

The society invites you to celebrate 
and to gather pledges and take a plunge 
for the Langham. Pledge sheets are 
available at Willow Home Gallery 
and Sunnyside Naturals in Kaslo and 
at the Langham. 

submitted
The Langham Cultural Society is 

saying farewell to current executive 
director Maggie Tchir and welcoming 
her successor, Paul Grace-Campbell.

“I first learned about the Langham 
in the early ’70s,” says Tchir, “when we 
moved to the area from Vancouver. I 
have always experienced the Langham 
as a centre not only for the North 
Kootenay Lake area, but for all of us 
residing in the West Kootenay region.” 

With this focus as a regional centre, 
Tchir has guided the Langham over the 
past three years. She initiated the annual 
popular Café Langham Inspired Ideas 
speaker series. Her efforts brought the 
Japanese Canadian Museum and the 
history of internment into the limelight; 
she sees themes highlighting Japanese 
and Asian Canadian history and culture 
as important in broadening the centre’s 
focus. 

This year, Tchir secured grant 
funding from Heritage Canada 
to organize a 75th anniversary 
commemoration of the internment of 
Japanese Canadians in the fall of 2017. 

The society thanks Maggie Tchir 
for her dedication to the well-being of 
the Langham and wishes her well in 
her retirement.

The new executive director, Paul 
Grace-Campbell, begins work in 
January.

“Paul is a man of integrity and is 
very familiar with rural communities,” 
Tchir says. “The Langham will 
benefit from his wide knowledge of 
non-profits, grant writing, and team 
building. The next phase and challenge 
for the Langham is to further develop 
security and safety for the building, 
to enhance its cultural and heritage 
programs, and develop a stronger 
community presence in Kaslo and 
beyond.”

Grace-Campbell brings a diverse 
set of skills and experience to the 
society. University trained in the visual 
arts and as a geologist, he has worked in 
small rural communities in Panama and 
Oregon. In Panama, he cultivated an 
enduring interest in living and working 
in small remote communities. He also 
became a successful grant writer in 
community development organizations 
in the non-profit sector. 

In 2007, he and his wife Dona 

moved to Bella Coola. A drummer 
since the age of 12, Grace-Campbell 
has had a life-long involvement with 
music. For seven years he worked with 
local artistic and cultural organizations, 
most notably the Bella Coola Music 
Festival, where he served on the board 
as both president and secretary.

Along with diverse experiences, 

The Langham says farewell to Maggie Tchir
he brings a positive can-do attitude, 
and a good sense of humour to his 
new job. His life-long interest lies 
in developing creative cultural and 
economic revitalization for small rural 
communities. At the Langham, the next 
chapter is waiting to be written. 

Reflecting on his new position, 
Grace-Campbell says, “It is important 

to the fabric of a community to have a 
thriving arts and culture hub like the 
Langham…[it] is a big reason why 
we chose to move to Kaslo. To have 
this opportunity to apply my skills and 
experience to continue all the great 
programming and to help expand the 
Langham’s scope and influence is a 
privilege and an honour.”

PH
O

TO
 C

R
ED

IT
: D

O
N

A 
G

R
AC

E-
C

AM
PB

EL
L

The Langham’s incoming executive director Paul Grace-Campbell, retiring executive director Maggie Tchir, and Bob Stair, president of the Langham board. 
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family from the Netherlands who are making 
New Denver their home: Mike, Milou, Chris 
& Jimmy.

NEW YEARS EVE DINNER & DANCE 
at the Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold St. 
Slocan. Doors open at 7pm & a 3 course 
dinner served 7:30-9pm. Tickets: $25ea. 
(members $20ea). Dance only after 9 pm 
$15 (members $10). Dinner tickets must be 
purchased by Dec. 26 at Mountain Valley 
Station or phone 250-355-2672 to reserve. 
Music by John Cresswell & Mixed Bag 
- ballroom to rock & more! The Legion 
welcomes members & guests.
VALLICAN WHOLE COMMUNITY 
CHOIR’S SEASONAL SING-ALONG AND 
CONCERT: Sunday, Dec. 18, 3-5pm. Vallican 
Whole Community Centre, 3762 Little Slocan 
South Rd. Directed by Sharon Lang, w/special 
guest a Doukhobour choir. Mulled apple cider 
and sweet & savory goodies will be provided 
at this festive occasion, cedar boughs will set 
the stage. Admission by donation, proceeds 
shared between Slocan Valley Food Bank 
and Vallican Whole Community Choir. It 
is a family affair, supervised children are 
welcome.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Holiday Sale
Everything 5 - 10% Off 

Open Tuesday - Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Closed Sunday - Monday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

HEALTH FOOD

ORGANIC PRODUCE • NATURAL 
MEDICINES • VITAMINS  • SUPPLEMENTS  

AND MORE

Rutabagas
Whole Foods Market

New Denver, BC  
316 Main Street
250-358-7900

REAL ESTATE

Bill Lander 
Realtor®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax

www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Christina Harder
Realtor®

DI’S 
ESTHETICS
FULL SERVICE 

SALON
WINLAW

250-226-7318

ESTHETICSBUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
FREE CD AND BOOKS - A Sound that 
connects Heaven with Earth. eckankar-
bc.ca

A R E  Y O U  A N  A S P I R I N G 
ENTREPRENEUR?  I f  so ,  c a l l 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify 
for the Self-Employment program where 
you will receive ongoing business training 
and coaching and usually financial support 
while you start your business. To learn more 
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
fiutures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CARDS OF THANKS

COMING EVENTS

THE NORTH VALLEY MOUNTAIN 
FILM FESTIVAL is now excepting 
short films and slideshows for our 2017 
event. Deadline for submissions is January 
31st, 2017. For submission guidelines 
and event information visit www.
northvalleyfilmfestival.com or email us at 
northvalleyfilmfest@gmail.com

A BIG THANK YOU from the Board 
and Staff of the Langham Cultural Society 
to Western Financial for their generous 
donation of the proceeds from their annual 
Chili Cook-Off 2016. The funds will greatly 
help the Langham continue community 
programs. We wish everyone a very Happy 
New Year!
W I N T E R  B L E S S I N G S  T O 
EVERYONE! Thanks for supporting our 
class play.

-Lucerne Grade 4/5/6
THE LANGHAM would like to thank 
Barney Gilmore and Lorraine Symmes of 
Kaslo for their wonderful FRIENDS of 
the Langham Fundraising TRAVEL Series 
presentation THE WILD ADVENTURE 

ON THE NAHANNI RIVER on November 
28. It was a great evening. A thank you also 
to everyone who came out and supported 
the Langham!
MERCHANTS’ NIGHT IN NEW DENVER 
– Thank you to everyone who made Merchants’ 
Night 2016 a success! The Slocan District 
Chamber of Commerce would like to thank 
the event’s major sponsors, the Columbia 
Power Corporation and Columbia Basin Trust. 
Thank you to all of the merchants for all you 
do to make this late night shopping event 
fun and festive! Special thanks to Lora Lee 
Brekke, Rhonda Bouillet, and River Fantuz 
with the New Denver Royalty Committee, 
who served up hot dogs and hot chocolate; 
Robin McNabb, who baked the beautiful and 
delicious sweets; the New Denver Volunteer 
Fire Department; Anita Dumins and the rest 
of the Youth Centre volunteers who hosted 
cookie decorating; and New Market Foods, 
who sponsored the cookies. Thank you to the 
community members who came out in the cold 
to support local businesses and enjoy a night on 
the town, and thank you to Santa Clause and 
Mrs. Clause for making the trip and visiting 
the kids! The draw basket full of treats from 
our local merchants’ was won by a wonderful 
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HEALTH

HELP WANTEDFOUND

ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

LARRY’S REPAIR
513 PARK AVE., SLOCAN
(formerly SLOCAN AUTO)

250-355-2632

CLEANING

We do automotive from A - Z
It’s fall, time to service your snow 

blower - Ken Hart can help
8845 Hwy 31 • Shutty Bench • 250-353-2800

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

AUTOMOTIVE

25TH ANNIVERSARY WINTER 
BLUES BOOGIE – February 4, Silverton 
Memorial hall. Tickets $25 at Broadway 
Deli, Cottonwood Kitchen, Winlaw Mini 
Mart, Silverton Building Supplies, The 
Apple Tree. Ya better hurry! No whiners 
in January.
ANNUAL LANGHAM POLAR BEAR 
SWIM, January 1, 2017, 12 Noon. 
Celebrate the New Year with a dip in the 
lake at Kaslo Bay Beach. There will be a 
fire with hot chocolate and hot dogs. The 
Polar Bear Swim is the Langham Cultural 
Society’s well-loved and biggest annual 
fundraiser. Be sure to bring your pledge 

sheets or come with a donation and support 
the Langham – now celebrating 42 years 
of nurturing arts and culture in the Kaslo 
community. Throughout December, pledge 
sheets can be picked up at Willow Home 
Boutique or Sunnyside Naturals, Kaslo or 
at the Langham.
SLOCAN LAKE GARDEN SOCIETY 
(SLGS) 2017 AGM and Planning Meeting. 
2pm, Sunday, January 22, Hidden Garden 
Gallery, 803 Kildare St., New Denver.
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND in the 
new year: Up Close and Intimate at the 
Vallican Whole. Three fabulous shows for 
$50! FB/TheWhole.
THE WHOLE SCHOOL – Ready, Set, 
LEARN! – 8 FRIDAYS in Jan & Feb. 
The Whole School is hosting a workshop 
for preschoolers and parents. Join us at 
5614 Hwy 6 for 8 active and informative 
mornings dedicated to “reading readiness.” 
Every Friday through Jan & Feb from 
9:30-noon. Contact Josée 250-226-7737 
or email wholeschool@gmail.com
SMALL ARTISAN CHRISTMAS 
MARKET in Kaslo: Sat., Dec. 17 at the 
Seniors Hall, 10 am-3 pm. Hand crafted 
and unique gift giving ideas!

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: Self-
contained office space approximately 20’ x 
25’ available at 210 Lake Ave. in Silverton, 
BC. $325.00 per/month + Utilities. Call 
250-358-2293.
2 BEDROOM SUITE in Nakusp available 
January 1/17. $600 month plus your own 
hydro. Call or text me 250-503-6137.
RENTAL SPACES for health practitioners 
and/or small businesses in Silverton. Call 
Sue at 250-358-2177 for more information.
FOR RENT short-term only this winter 
season. Beautiful, comfortable & efficient 
guest house on 2 acres. Fully furnished & 
equipped, 5 min. from Silverton. www.
slocanlakemountaincottage.com 250-231-
2174.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals. 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
SNOW THROWER FOR SALE: 
Craftsman model #944.524690. 9.5 HP 
27” Two stage power propelled. $700 OBO 
in New Denver. Please call 604-788-4363.

GREY & ORANGE SWEATSHIRT 
FOUND (children’s size) at the Valley 
Voice office on Merchants’ Night. Drop by 
to claim. 250-358-7218.

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD 
JOURNEY: Monday morning 9-10:15 and 
Thursday afternoon 4-5:15. Honour your 
body by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come and 
share mindfulness and the exultation of inner 
flow. CLASSES RESUME JANUARY 9.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with 
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai 
massage for $50. Experience an ancient 
physiotherapy method for body/mind 
wellness. Available by appointment in the 
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel 
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/
SWEDISH RELAXATION MASSAGE 
& REIKI hands-on-healing with Agnes. 
Special intro 1.5-hour massage-$40. 29 
years experience. Reiki classes. Agnes 
Toews-Andrews 250-355-2848 www.
isismoonpublishing.com

YOUTH CENTRE COORDINATOR 
wanted:  Inquire at  W.E. Graham 
Community Service Society 250-355-2484 
or svyouthcoordinator@gmail.com.

E M P L O Y M E N T / C A R E E R 
OPPORTUNITY to develop a practice 
in pharmacy as a pharmacy assistant or 
pharmacy technician. Position available 
at New Denver Community Pharmacy. 
Experience is an asset, but also willing to 
train career minded individual. Apply to 
kaslopharm@gmail.com by January 6.

ARE ALCOHOL OR DRUGS becoming 
a major problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ALANON meetings happen in the area. 
For information on AA meetings contact in 
New Denver: 358-7158; Nakusp 265-4216; 
Kaslo 353-2658; South Slocan 226-7705; 
Playmor Junction 359-7310. For on NA 
meetings contact in New Denver 358-7265. 
For information on ALANON meetings 
contact in New Denver 358-7904 and in 
Slocan 226-6871. If you don’t get through 
when you call, please try another number.

COMING EVENTS FOR RENT

FOR SALE

NOTICES
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REAL ESTATE

PETS

Next Valley 
Voice 

Deadline:
January 6, 

2017

WANTED

SERVICES

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

BONDED Journeyman carpenter • Licenced 
(Canadian) Sub-contractor • Licenced (US) Contractor. 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Nakusp Redi-Mix
serving the Kootenays since 1973

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVE WEATHERHEAD
250-265-4311 (ph) 

nakuspredimix@gmail.com

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0  Phone: 250-265-4621

email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.NelsonElderAbusePrevention.
ca. Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 
Vernon Street, Nelson. Nelson and District 
Seniors Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE – 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from 
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area 
and river swims. Call now to book your 
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
DOES YOUR DOG OR PUPPY frustrate 
you? Would you like to have the dog of your 
dreams? Would you like to confidently go 
anywhere with your dog? We can help. Go 
to www.proudofmydog.ca to find out how.

ACREAGE WITH HOUSE on 6.75 acres 
for sale in fire protection area of Silverton. 
Mobile home with addition – currently 
rented. Good access and services. 250-
358-2756.

DI’S ESTHETICS: Full Service Salon 
from manicures and pedicures to facials 
and lash tinting, and everything in between! 
Winter Prep Special – 15% off all services. 
Refer a friend and get 10% off your next 
service, your friend will get an additional 
10% off their first booking, too! Visit Di’s 
Esthetics Facebook page for full menu, 
prices, etc. Call for appointments: 250-
226-7318. 
SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS 
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows, 
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the 

exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We also 
have lots of wood and metal doors in 
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-
399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY  – Journeyman 
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus, 
Bell, Xplornet etc; antennas, boosters, home 
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James, 
250-226-7236, tjfworks.ca
L A N D L O R D S :  F O R G E T T H E 
HASSLE.  Peace of  Mind Rental 
Management will screen applicants, collect 
the rent, inspect at regular intervals, answer 
tenants’ emergency calls, and arrange for 
repairs. 15 years of experience as landlords 
of three properties. Put our knowledge to 
work for you! 358 area only. 250-358-2119 
or kaytrin@netidea.com.

VINTAGE MOTORCYCLES, parts and 
pieces in any shape for Henderson, Indian, 
Harley etc. speedometers, fenders, frames 
etc. Call John. 604-703-3025 or indjon@
shaw.ca.

submitted
It is time for all not-for-profit 

organizations, public-sector employers, 
and small businesses with up to 50 
employees to apply for summer job 
funding from the Government of Canada. 
The application period for the Canada 
Summer Jobs (CSJ) program runs until 
January 20, 2017. 

Canada Summer Jobs is part of the 
Youth Employment Strategy, which is 
committed to helping young people, 
particularly those facing barriers to 
employment, get the information and gain 
the skills, work experience and abilities 
they need to make a successful transition 
to the labour market.

“This program creates summer 

Time for employers’ 2017 Canada Summer Jobs applications 
job opportunities and valuable work 
experience for full-time students aged 15 
to 30 years age,” says Richard Cannings, 
MP – South Okanagan-West Kootenay. “I 
encourage eligible businesses to apply for 
funding so that we can help our students 
gain the skills and experience they need 
to be successful, while earning money for 
the upcoming school year.

“If you have hired a student in the 
past, you know how beneficial it can be 
for your organization. You also know first-
hand how important it is for students to 
gain much-needed skills and experience 
and contribute to our community. I 
encourage you to take advantage of this 
great program and apply for funding for 
students that you require to help you. By 

doing so, we will be able to provide more 
funding to even more local employers.”

CSJ focuses on local priorities, and 
Cannings encourages more employers 
to come forward with applications that 
support and complement a number 
of national priorities. These include 
employers involved in the welcome and 
settlement of immigrants; employers who 
hire Indigenous people; opportunities in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) and Information, 
and Communications Technology 
(ICT); employers involved in activities 
celebrating Canada’s 150th anniversary 
of Confederation; and small businesses, 
in recognition of their contribution to the 
creation of new jobs.

submitted
The new Societies Act took effect 

November 28, providing British 
Columbia societies with additional 
flexibility and offering the public more 
transparency. A new online filing system 
has been developed, allowing societies 
to submit and obtain records faster and 
easier. 

Highlights include: electronic filing 
capabilities will reduce red tape by 
eliminating wait times to complete 
filings and/or obtain copies of filings; 
more accountability for societies that 
receive public funding. The new act 
requires the disclosure of remuneration 

New Societies Act improves transparency and flexibility
paid to directors and to the 10 highest 
paid employees and contractors earning 
more than $75,000; streamlined and 
simplified rules governing societies; 
increased flexibility for societies 
to create, through their bylaws, 
governance rules that reflect their 
unique characteristics and the needs of 
the communities they serve.

Societies will have two years to 
transition, which will require filing an 
electronic version of their constitution 
and bylaws through Societies Online. 
Societies without a computer or Internet 
access can visit a Service BC location or 
a local public library to complete their 

filings online.
The Societies Act was introduced 

in 2015, following two rounds of 
consultations with stakeholders and 
members of the public. The input 
gathered from the consultation process 
was instrumental in developing the new 
legislation.

In addition, a prototype of Societies 
Online was distributed to a number of 
societies for their feedback on systems 
design in 2015. BC Stats also invited 
all societies to participate in a survey, 
an in-person presentations about the act 
and the new system have been delivered 
throughout the province.
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SLOCAN PARK BRANCH
3014 HWY 6
SLOCAN PARK, BC
PHONE: 250-226-7212
FAX: 250-226-7351 ONLINE: WWW.HERITAGECU.CA

Studio Connexion Gallery wishes you Joyeux Noël & 
     Bonne Année 2017

“Deck the Walls”
December 15 – 23

Andrew • Bamber • Desbois • 
Jurgensen • Marshall • Menton • 

Soucy • Tupper • Woods

Regular hours 11 am - 4 pm
Always open for booked appointments: 250.265.3586 • 203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp

The Kaslo Youth Centre elves danced in the parade at Kaslo Light Up and then helped out at Santa’s Workshop.

Slocan’s Light Up celebration was held on December 4, hosted by the Spirit of Slocan Committee.

 submitted
FortisBC has received approval 

from the British Columbia Utilities 
Commission (BCUC) for an 
electricity rate increase effective 
January 1, 2017.

The rate customers pay is 

increasing by 2.76 per cent, which 
is approximately $3.65 more per 
month for the average residential 
electricity customer. The BCUC has 
approved the rate as interim, and the 
final rate change is subject to change 
based on further regulatory review 

in 2017.
FortisBC says it “is committed to 

providing safe and reliable service at 
the lowest reasonable cost.” It cites 
the “challenge of balancing ongoing 
investments needed to maintain and 
upgrade our electrical infrastructure 

with the impact on rates.” 
The company says to help 

customers understand and manage 
energy use in their homes it offers 
additional tools, advice and programs 
to help customers lower their energy 
costs online at fortisbc.com/rebates.

It also invites customers to watch 

a video series on what it takes to 
deliver electricity, at fortisbc.com/
yourpower. For more information 
on electricity rates, visit fortisbc.
com/electricityrates. Customers who 
are concerned about their bill or are 
looking for ways to save energy, can 
call at 1-866-436-7847.

Rate increase next month for FortisBC customers 
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www.facebook.
com/pages/Vince-
DeVitos-Specialty-

Footwear-LTD
411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas Season and a Healthy and Happy New Year, 
from Vince, Mathew, Joel and the staff at Vince DeVito Shoes and Orthotics

  Christmas Hours:  Open Christmas Eve till 2:00 
     Closed Dec 25/26 
     Open Dec 27 – 31 regular hours
     Closed January 1st
     Regular Hours Jan 2nd

COMMUNITY

May the Blessings and Joy of 
the Christmas season be with 

you throughout the coming year.
Box Lake Lumber Products Ltd. • Nakusp, BC

My best wishes to you and your families for a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

In 2017 I will continue my commitment to the residents of the Village of Kaslo, focusing on:
• bringing back our 24/7 local medical care;
• increasing our affordable housing  (to rent and own);
• developing a more sustainable local and regional economy;
• efficient and equitable use of your tax dollars;
• protecting our natural environment; and
• engaging you in Council‘s decision-making.

Councillor Romella Glorioso
(250 353-9685; glorioso@kaslo.ca )

submitted
The last historic logging and 

trapper’s cabin at the north end of 
Slocan Lake has had major renovations 
as a winter warm-up and short-term 
overnight hut for the public, thanks 
to a Recreation Infrastructure grant 
from Columbia Basin Trust with 
some funding support from Valhalla 
Wilderness Society (VWS) and the Hills 
Recreation Society. 

A half-kilometre section of the 
old logging trail through old-growth 
hemlock was also upgraded. This VWS 
restoration project, and several other 
trail projects, met the CBT goal of 
helping Basin residents become more 
physically active and therefore healthier 
and, hopefully, happier.

The Wragge historic cabin was 
originally built as a trapper’s cabin by 
Perry Kennett. He used the logs from 
an old 1920s horse barn that was part 
of the Wragge horse-logging flume 
camp that also included a cookhouse 
and bunkhouse, now all reclaimed 
by the West Kootenay rainforest. The 
Wragge cabin is probably the last 
historic representation of the early 
flume logging of the Valhalla Range. 
VWS director Wayne McCrory recalls 
snowshoeing in the early 1960s up the 

VWS renovates Wragge historic cabin in Hills
old logging wagon trail from Slocan 
Lake with Kennett (who had silicosis 
from working in the mines) to help 
him set up his trap line. In 1984, VWS 
obtained an Environment 2000 grant 
to renovate the cabin. After 30 years 
of public use and weather abuse, the 
structure was again in disrepair. A new 
metal roof, floor, selkirk chimney, and 
foundation means it is again open for the 

public to come and enjoy. 
As part of the CBT grant, VWS’s 

trail crew Joe Ciok and Rob Kozarchuk 
upgraded the lower Whitewater (grizzly 
bear viewing) trail and a short side trail 
off the access road from Retallack into 
a high-elevation giant cedar tree. 

North of Hills, VWS also upgraded 
the access route to two big western larch 
trees more than 500 years old. They also 

negotiated a wider wildlife tree patch 
reserve with BC Timber Sales (BCTS) 
to offer some protection of these ancient 
denizens. A study by local biologist 
Ryan Durand identified a rare aquatic 
mushroom and blue-listed snail species 
in the same area.

Unfortunately, VWS’s application 
for a new ‘Big Larch’ loop trail in the 
Hills area was turned down by Front 
Counter BC due to a section 16 land 
reserve for residential and small farm 
use. This was despite BCTS’ extensive 

logging of the reserve and approval of a 
Telus road through the reserve for a cell 
tower in Hills. 

VWS withdrew its application 
to build a loop trail “despite the 
government’s double standard of 
management of this land reserve,” and 
will only maintain the rustic route along 
the BCTS road into the larch trees.

“At least the two larch trees are now 
partially protected from BCTS’s new 
plans to clearcut more of the section 16 
reserve lands,” the society says. 

Wragge historic cabin renovation in progress.

VWS trail crew Joe Ciok and Rob Kozarchuk working on Whitewater Trail.



The Valley Voice   December 15, 201634 COMMUNITY

FOUNDATIONS • timber FRAMING • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 • Home: 250-269-7280

CONSTRUCTION
Wishes you 

& yours 
the Best of 
the Holiday 

Season!

Season’s Greetings
from the staff at

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Closed Christmas 
and New Year’s Day

Open 9 – 5 
Christmas Eve, 
Boxing Day & 

New Year’s Eve

250-226-7255 • Hwy 6, Winlaw

submitted
Violinist Natasha Hall and 

pianist Erik Musseau will perform 
at the Silverton Memorial Hall on 
Thursday, December 22 at 7:30 
pm. The exciting program will 
include works by Mozart, Kreisler, 
Ravel, Brahms and Canadian 
composer Scott Good. Tickets 
will be available at the door and 
admission is by donation.

Hall, a native of Nelson, 
is currently based in London, 

Hall and Musseau in concert in Silverton
England. She has performed as 
soloist, chamber and orchestral 
musician in North America, 
Europe and Asia. As an orchestral 
musician, she performs regularly 
with the English Chamber and 
Royal Philharmonic orchestras. 
She has received numerous awards 
for her violin performances and is 
a winner of the Calgary Concerto 
and Morningside Music Bridge 
Chamber Music competitions. 

Hall has appeared on CBC TV’s 
The Nature of Things with David 
Suzuki. Her interest in humanitarian 

work has led her to raise more 
than $25,000 through solo benefit 
performances for charities in 
Canada, the United States, Georgia 
and Russia. 

Born and raised in the Greater 
Vancouver area, Musseau studied 
piano performance at the University 
of Victoria. He developed a passion 
for musical collaborations of 
all sorts, and went on to work 
extensively as an accompanist for 
string players, vocalists, and choirs 
in Nelson, Vancouver, Surrey, and 
Squamish, where he has resided 

for the last 12 years. He is a 
multi-instrumentalist, improviser, 

Natasha Hall, currently based in England will return home this holiday season to perform in 
recital with longtime friend and colleague Erik Musseau. 

and composer who ever seeks to 
broaden his musical understanding. 

submitted
Farm Credit Canada (FCC) is 

increasing its support for young 
farmers, doubling the amount of 
credit available under the FCC 
Young Farmer Loan.

“A big focus of FCC’s mandate 
is to provide innovative financing 
products and knowledge to assist 

Farm Credit Canada expands support for young farmers
the next generation of Canadian 
farmers,” said Michael Hoffort, 
FCC president and CEO. “Changes 
to the Young Farmer Loan recognize 
the rising cost for young farmers to 
become established in the industry.”

In addition to doubling the 
credit limit to $1 million from 
$500,000, FCC has lowered the 

possible minimum down payment 
required to 20 per cent from 25 
per cent of the value of the loan, 
which supports the purchase or 
improvement of farmland and 
buildings. This potentially makes 
more working capital available to 
qualified producers, under age 40, 
as they look to enter the industry or 
grow their business.

FCC will continue to offer 
a variable lending rate at prime 
plus 0.5 per cent, as well as offer 
a special fixed rate if producers 
choose that avenue of repayment. 
No loan processing fees are charged 
on the Young Farmer Loan, which 
was introduced in 2012.

“Our customers benefit when 
we effectively manage risk at every 
stage of their business lifecycle, 
whether they are just beginning to 
pursue their dreams or preparing to 
leave the industry,” Hoffort said. 
“Our lending decisions are based 
on sound business plans, strong 
relationships with our customers 
and taking the time to understand 
their business.”

The loan fills a gap in the 
marketplace by enabling young 
farmers to access the credit they 
need to get started and grow in the 
industry.

“The future of the industry 
depends on attracting the next 

generation of young, bright 
entrepreneurs to careers in 
agriculture, as well as helping those 
already in the industry realize their 
dreams of eventually taking over 
the family farm,” said Ron Bonnett, 
president of the Canadian Federation 
of Agriculture, representing more 
than 200,000 farm families through 
its member organizations. “Access 
to capital through fair and flexible 
financing helps ensure a smooth and 
successful transition for the next 
generation of farmer.”

In 2015-16, FCC overall 
approved more than $2.6 billion 
in financing – including the Young 
Farmer Loan – to farmers under 
age 40, representing more than 
one-quarter of the $9 billion in 
disbursements last year to help 
customers expand or start their 
operations.

The Young Farmer Loan 
enhances FCC’s suite of existing 
products and services that support 
young producers, such as the 
transition loan, Ag knowledge 
exchange events, publications and 
management software for both 
accounting and field management. 

For more information on the 
FCC Young Farmer Loan, visit 
www.fcc.ca/youngfarmerloan or 
call the local office at 1-800-387-
3232.
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Merry Christmas and all the best 
in the New Year!

From Pat & Peggy and the staff at Mountain Valley Station, Slocan
“Your little store with more for less!”

   We will be open
on Christmas Day &
   New Year’s Day 
            12 - 4
Join us for our 10th Annual “Family Fun Skate” on Boxing Day from 1 – 4 at the rink in Slocan
 Rain, snow or sleet, it will be neat! A bonfire for heat, skates on your feet
 Hot dogs and cocoa for a treat and music to keep up the beat!

                                    SEE YOU THERE!!!

Come see us for 
great gifts, local 
crafts & all your 
wrapping needs!

submitted
A choral/instrumental group from 

South Nelson Elementary School has 
been short-listed in a national CBC 
contest. 

The CBC’s Canadian Music Class 
Challenge attracted over 550 submissions 
from across the country in six categories. 
The largest category – Elementary Class 
with Choral – had 110 entries, and South 
Nelson is included in the 10 finalists. 

The winners in each category 
will receive $5000 worth of recording 
equipment for their school, and will be 
announced on the radio Friday, December 
16.

“This was a fun, rewarding process,” 
says Carmen Giffen, South Nelson 

South Nelson School set to sing to the top
School’s music teacher. “Fifty children – 
a quarter of our school’s population – and 
I worked really hard together, and we are 
proud of what we created.”

The students chose to perform the 
song 2 Heads, written by Coleman Hell, 
that was on a list of 16 songs given to 
entrants by the CBC from which school 
groups could choose.

“The group of second to fifth grade 
students spent a month, volunteering 
their own time – giving up lots of 
precious recesses! – to prepare a song 
for this contest because they love making 
music together. Instrumentalists enjoyed 
learning challenging parts, and working 
cohesively to make additions and 
revisions. The choir loved the sound and 

feeling of all their voices together, and 
coming up with fun actions. I thoroughly 
enjoyed creating this with my students, 
and especially appreciated the group hug, 
and overwhelming amount of heartfelt 
gratitude I received from them after 
our performance. I am thankful for the 

opportunity to show the kind of energy 
and enthusiasm that can accumulate when 
a music program is given the chance to 
exist, and is fully supported by staff, 
administration, parents, and students,” 
adds Giffen.

You can watch the students perform 

the song on YouTube.
Students will perform the song 

tonight at the Capitol Theatre – 
Thursday, December 15, following their 
performance of this year’s South Nelson 
Christmas Musical How to Train your 
Reindeer.

submitted
Slocan Valley Recreation #8 is 

offering a new version of the popular 
Winter Women’s program, starting 
Saturday, January 7. This is a unique 
opportunity to try something new or 
enjoy an activity you already love, 
make some new friends, enjoy beautiful 
scenery, improve your health and feel 
great!

If you are a woman 55 or older, you 
are invited to join in Saturday mornings 
for a fun session that encourages 
physical activity through weekly cross-
country skiing with other members of 
the community. The first, last and one 
middle session will include a fitness 
monitoring component along with self-
assessment tools, allowing you to note 
improvements in your individual fitness 

level, with certified Fitness Instructor 
Crystal Robinson. 

Each session will be 1.5 to two hours 
of skiing with an NCCP coach who 
will provide technical ski tips and the 
support and encouragement you need to 
participate, even if you are not currently 
active or experienced. Cross-country 
ski equipment is available; however, 
quantities are limited so register early 
and advise the organizers you will need 
equipment. 

The eight sessions will take place 
on Saturdays from 10:30 am to 12:30 
pm. There is no cost, thanks to funding 
from the BC Community Sport Program 
Development Fund and the support of 
the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society. 

Please register by calling Slocan 
Valley Recreation at 226-0008. 

Slocan Valley Rec offers Winter Women’s program
A choir from South Nelson Elementary School has been short-listed in a national CBC contest. 
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