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New Rosebery to Summit Lake Trail application will be made public in coming weeks
by Jan McMurray
Another attempt is being made
to get the Rosebery to Summit Lake
rail corridor designated as a public
trail. This time, the proposal includes
alternate routes for motorized users,
and an extension of the non-motorized
Galena Trail from Rosebery to the
Girl Guide Camp at the head of the
lake.
Prior proposals have failed,
largely because of the differing
views in the community around
motorized vs. non-motorized use. In
an effort to get the two sides to come
to an agreement, a planning group
comprised of two people from each
side have been in discussions for the
past year. The discussions have been
facilitated by John Cathro of Kaslo,
who was hired by Rec Sites and Trails
BC (RSTBC).
Now, “RSTBC, through the
planning group and RDCK, would
like to move forward to the Section
57 referral stage,” says RDCK Parks
Supervisor Cary Gaynor in a written
report to the RDCK board.
RSTBC has submitted an
application to FrontCounter BC for
a ‘Trail and Recreation Facilities on
Crown Land Authorization’ under
Section 57 of the Forest and Range
Practices Act. The RDCK board
agreed to support the application
in principle at the November board
meeting.
The application includes the
rail trail and “associated bypass
trail.” Alternate routes that bypass
sensitive habitat areas on the rail
trail are proposed for motorized
users. “Sensitive habitat areas are
recognized and several bypass
options are proposed,” says Gaynor
in his report.
The application also includes a
proposal to extend the Galena Trail
from Rosebery to the Girl Guide
Camp at the head of the lake in Hills.
Currently, the Galena Trail runs
from Three Forks to Rosebery and is
managed by the RDCK under a licence
of occupation with the Province. It is

a designated non-motorized trail.
If the Section 57 application is
approved, the RDCK “will enter into
a partnership agreement with RSTBC
for the Rosebery to Girl Guide section
of the trail through a Licence of
Occupation,” says Gaynor, and this
section will also be non-motorized.
The application will be referred
to stakeholders and the public for
their input. General public referral
is not always done for Recreation
Sites and Trails applications, but the
ministry says that in this case, a public

referral notification will go out in the
coming weeks. There will be a 60-day
window for public input.
“The planning group has reached
agreement around what should go out
for referral,” reports John Cathro,
planning group facilitator. He says the
whole group met together six times,
and there were also several field trips
to the trail in smaller groups.
“I commend the four people at
the table,” Cathro said. “They never
found it easy to be there, but they
stuck with it. They’re the ones who

put in the effort and I have nothing
but respect for everyone involved.”
The four people in the planning
group include Bill Beavin of the
Slocan Lake ATV Club, Ernie Knecht
of the Arrow Lakes ATV Club, and
Richard Allin and Mike Koolen, who
sat on the Rosebery to Summit Lake
Steering Committee in 2014-15,
The Rosebery to Summit Lake
Steering Committee drafted a
management plan for the trail over
the winter of 2014-15. Residents of
Area H North voted overwhelmingly

in favour of the management plan
in a poll held in summer 2015.
However, the plan proposed limited
motorized use on the trail. This was
unacceptable to the Arrow Lakes
ATV Club, which encouraged New
Denver area ATVers to form a club
and get involved.
The draft management plan
completed by the steering committee
in 2015 outlined the 15-year history
of the community’s efforts to get the
rail corridor designated as a public
trail.

Timur Reynolds visits with Santa at the Christmas in the Valley Craft Faire at the Slocan Legion Hall November 20. Santa will be making appearances at the Celebration of Light in Nakusp Friday,
December 2; Kaslo Light Up on Saturday, December 3 and New Denver Merchants’ Night Friday, December 9.
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Site C: Corky Evans plays devil’s advocate
by Katrine Campbell
About 20 people showed up at the
Vallican Whole November 20 for the
first in a series of discussions on various

issues of concern. The topic was the
Site C dam, now in the first stages of
construction in Peace Country.
Organizer Moe Lyons said although
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she’d been hoping for more participation,
“it worked out well because it was a good
size group for discussion.”
She was unable to find anyone to
speak in favour of the project, so she
prepared four pages on why proponents
thought it was necessary. However,
former MLA Corky Evans showed
up to play devil’s advocate. Using his
experience as a cabinet minister with
several portfolios, he talked about how
Site C and other big projects are owned
by the people.
“Although he presented a pretty
passionate social argument for the
dam, he said ‘I can make an intellectual
argument for this but I can’t support it
in my heart,’” Lyons said. Another man,
who works for a power company, came
forward and spoke about job creation

and trades development but he, too, said
he couldn’t support Site C. A third man,
who has worked on the project, said he
came to the same conclusion.
Photographer Louis Bockner
presented a slide show of the Peace
River, the dam site, and the people.
“The event really resonated with
the people there,” said Lyons. “They felt
they got a really in-depth discussion.”
• A group called the BC Hydro
Ratepayers Association has launched
an application for judicial review
of the decision of the Minister of
Fisheries and Oceans “to issue a permit
authorizing destruction of fish, fish
habitat and fisheries for the construction
and operation of the massive and illconceived and unnecessary damning [sic]
of the Peace River by the Site C project.”

“Hydro’s demand forecasts are
persistently and systematically wrong.
There is no reason to believe that much
new power, if any, will be required in the
next 20 to 30 years [in BC]. But if there
is, there are several alternatives available
which are markedly less expensive and
less damaging to Aboriginal interests,
fisheries and the environment generally,
than Site C,” said Dr. Harry Swain,
former chair of the Joint Review Panel in
an affidavit filed in federal court.
The Fisheries Act requires the
minister to consider a number of
important factors prior to authorizing
such damage, including: the contribution
of the impacted fish to Aboriginal
fisheries; fisheries management
objectives; alternatives that would avoid
harm; and protecting the public interest.

submitted
Columbia Basin Trust board of
directors has announced that they
have appointed Johnny Strilaeff to the
position of president and CEO. Strilaeff
has been with the Trust since 2005,
most recently as the vice-president and
chief operating officer.
Strilaeff moves into the position
following the unexpected passing of
long-time President and CEO Neil
Muth earlier this month.
“Johnny was our unanimous
choice. It is a comfort that at a difficult
time when we have to make difficult
decisions, we knew with complete
confidence that Johnny could step
into this role. As a board, we have
the best interests of the Trust and its
continued successful operation in mind.
We know that Johnny works with the
best interests of the Trust and Basin
residents in mind as well,” said Rick

Jensen, board chair.
Strilaeff was born and raised in
Castlegar and is a graduate of Selkirk
College as well as the University of
Calgary. When he joined the Trust
in 2005, he was responsible for the
investment program. In recent years, he
assumed the role of vice-president and
chief operating officer and has been an
advisor to the CEO and a member of
the executive management committee.
“I am humbled and honoured by the
board’s decision and have committed to
work diligently to continue Neil’s legacy
of strong community relationships,
support for Basin priorities, and
maintaining the Trust as an effective and
efficient organization,” Strilaeff said.
Strilaeff’s appointment as president
and CEO is effective immediately.
“Under Neil’s leadership, the Trust
matured into a robust organization with
talented staff, and as a result, we can
continue meeting the needs of Basin

communities without any interruption
to our operations,” he said. “This is
a direct result of Neil’s vision for the
organization and a testament to his
leadership.”
Columbia Basin Trust supports the
ideas and efforts of the people in the
Columbia Basin. To learn more about
the Trust’s programs and initiatives, and
how it helps deliver social, economic
and environmental benefits to the Basin,
visit ourtrust.org or call 1.800.505.8998.

submitted
KSCU unionized employees
returned to work the morning of
Wednesday, November 30, and all
unionized branches resumed regular
operations at 12:30 pm that afternoon.
Following 12 months of bargaining
and a 27-day labour dispute, the
Kootenay Savings Credit Union and
United Steelworkers Locals 9705 and
1-405 bargaining teams ratified a new
four-year collective agreement on
November 25.
The ratification vote ends a
contentious month-long dispute that
began October 28 when the employer
locked out their employees. The
ratified agreement contains wage and
benefit improvements for the unionized
employees and shores up the protective
pension language in the collective
agreement while also providing some
certainty for the employer by capping
their liability.
“We returned to the table on Tuesday
and the employer came back with a clear
change in the approach to resolving
the pension issue,” said Dean Lott,
United Steelworkers Staff Rep and lead
negotiator for the union. “Their offer
of a minimum annual contribution of
$200,000 to cover any potential shortfall
if pension changes were made gave our

members comfort that their pension level
would be protected while at the same
time giving the employer certainty in
their liability.
“That’s if there are any changes
made to the pension plan. If there isn’t,
there’s no impact on the employer or our
members.”
With provincial mediator Dave
Schaub’s assistance, once the pension
issue was agreed to late Tuesday night,
the other outstanding issues fell into
place on Wednesday. At two ratification
meetings in Trail and Kimberley on
Friday, the new agreement was ratified,
ending the dispute.
Details of the new agreement
include: $1,000 cash bonus in year
1; $1,000 cash bonus in year 2; 1.5%
wage increase in year 3 and 2% in year
4; 4-year agreement expiring December
31, 2019; resolution of the pension
protection language issue; improved
vision care benefit to $300/bi-annually;
increased heath care spending account
to $500/annually; increased paramedical
benefits from $200 to $500 annually
but capping massage at $500 annually;
improved staff banking benefits; no
change to hours of work; return of third
floater for full-time employees lost with
the declaration of BC Family Day in
2013.

CBT board announces new president and CEO: Johnny Strilaeff

Incoming CBT president Johnny Strilaeff

Kootenay Savings Credit Union employees
back to work after ratifying new agreement
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MoT keeps its promise to pull DEV Galena from service
by Katrine Campbell
When the Ministry of Transportation
announced in 2012 that a new ferry
would be built for the Upper Arrow
Lakes run, it said the two existing ferries
would be kept as a back-up for two years
after the new one entered service.
The MV Shelter Bay is already
gone, and now the DEV Galena will be
pulled out on December 31, leaving no
back-up for the Columbia.
Nakusp Mayor Karen Hamling
says she’s very frustrated by the lack of
response from Minister of Transportation
and Infrastructure Todd Stone and his
staff.
“We met with Stone a year ago. We
knew they were planning to take the
Galena out and we felt it was important
that it stay there. They said they had to
remove it because it wouldn’t receive
certification [from Transport Canada]
any more. We told him we’re very
worried because if there’s a shutdown,
it would affect the economy. I made that
point known but it doesn’t carry much
weight. Stone said every highway shuts
down at some time.
“I’m not happy about it. I’ve
talked to his staff, talked to him, and
followed up with his staff but it’s not
going anywhere. You try to bring your
community’s concerns forward. We’ve
done everything we can. I don’t know
what else I can do. I really need the

community to come forward and write
letters and make phone calls to the
ministry and let them know they are
concerned.”
Nakusp resident Joe Williams has
also been working to try to change the
minister’s mind. Remembering the
announcement that the back-up ferry
would be pulled after two years, he
contacted the ministry to ask if that plan
was still in place.
“We depend on those ferries so
much. A scheduled shutdown for a day
to change cable or the propulsion unit
isn’t such a big deal, but if it last weeks
or longer it’s a major problem.”
Williams contacted people in
industry, and Interior Health, and
says “there’s not anyone who isn’t
concerned.”
He is spreading the word in the area,
asking people to send emails to everyone
in the marine division and to sign the
petitions he has distributed.
Hamling said she’d heard of his
efforts, and is happy that “Joe’s trying
to rally the community to support us.
Council has done what we can do.
Maybe if there’s lots of support the
ministry will listen and take another
look at it.”
The Valley Voice contacted the
ministry’s marine branch and received
the same prepared response that others
have: “The ministry is committed to

by Katrine Campbell
The new seniors’ housing
project in Slocan just got a huge
boost from BC Housing, when its
request for $400,000 was rejected
in favour of a $500,000 grant. The
money is provided by the provincial
government, administered through
BC Housing.
“We are thrilled,” says Slocan
Valley Seniors’ Housing Society
spokesperson Rita Moir, “and
yes, we did receive more than we
requested.”
The total budget for the 12unit project is about $1.5 million.
Whenever possible, the society
will hire local craftspeople and
contractors to build the facility.
“With the $500,000 provincial
grant administered through BC
Housing, with land provided
by the Village of Slocan, with
donated professional services, a
start on donated materials, and
the pre-construction funding
we’ve received from so many
organizations and the public, we
are very positive about ongoing
fundraising and our ability to
proceed,” says Moir.
“The truly amazing (and fun!)
Hike or Bike for Housing raised

$44,000. The community support,
from hikers and bikers to volunteer
crews and the welcome each day
by community halls...well, funders
look for that indication of support
and awareness.”
At present, there are only 20
units of affordable seniors’ housing
in the Slocan Valley, 10 at the
Passmore Lodge and 10 at the
Brouse Lodge in New Denver.
Moir says the society’s directors
feel well-grounded and confident
about the road ahead.
“We need to complete more
preliminary work. We need to fine
tune the costs. We need to look
for more donated materials and
secure a mortgage. But the funding
through BC Housing opens many
doors for other organizations and
levels of government to come on
board and be part of the success.
“We are so gratified that finally,
after decades of work by housing
advocates, the issue of affordable
rental housing is returning as a
priority in our social policy.”
Moir also thanked local media
for covering the project, including
the Valley Voice which, she says,
“has literally kept this project on
the front page.”

providing safe reliable ferry service… the
DEV Galena will retire on December 31,
2016. The MV Columbia was designed
and built to be as robust and reliable as
possible. The MV Columbia is equipped
with hatches to facilitate the quick
replacement of propulsion equipment,
and the operator [Waterbridge] has a
full set of replacement parts for all major
components.
“In addition, the vessel’s equipment
and systems can be fully serviced from
the car deck or inside the vessel. The
Needles ferry has recently undergone
a refit to ensure this boat is readily
maintained while in service, and as
already announced, the Arrow Park
vessel is being replaced as part of the
cable ferries replacement project. It is
important to recognize that many ferry
routes don’t operate with a back-up
vessel.”
Last April, the Columbia hit a
submerged log and damaged a propellor.
It was out of service for seven days,
waiting for a part that had to come from
Germany. When asked why they would
risk shutting down without a replacement
ferry on hand, especially if there was a
problem in the busy summer season, a
ministry spokesperson said: “While it

may be an inconvenience for motorists,
there is road access in the unlikely event
of an extended mechanical issue with

MV Columbia. The MV Columbia
has the appropriate capacity to handle
demand.”

Housing Society gets more than it asked for

Gift-giving Ideas at Vince DeVito Shoes...
Leather
wallets from
Red Wing

Leather belts
hand-made
in house

Great selection, professional fitting,
expert advice, comfort guarantee.

Cozy
Slippers

Wool Sweaters
from Viberg

Darn
Tough
Socks

vincedevito.ca
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OPINION

This is NOT that

I just heard this story on
CBC’s ‘This is That’ about the
sanitary engineers in Lethbridge
who encountered a piece of newly
placed public art and mistook it for
garbage. They promptly loaded it
in the garbage truck and hauled it
to the dump. The rest of the story is
really funny.
Anyway, it reminded me of
an incident a few years ago when
Carl Schlichting and I were at the
recycling depot by the Nelson dump
with two of my very large steel
sculptures tied to the roof racks. I
overheard the women in the car next
to us say to her friend, “Look what
they are taking to the dump!”
These pieces are now installed
in Penticton.
Rabi’a
Winlaw

How willing are
we to change
our behaviour?

Although the automobile was not
‘legislated’ to replace horse-drawn
transportation – that change forced
a re-thinking of skill sets.
As a global community, we are
having to face the reality that we
have entered a time when we can
no longer continue with some of
the behaviours we have taken for
granted.
Our introduction into the fossil
fuel age not only replaced horsedrawn transportation, but it also
provided, what seemed at the time,
an affordable source of energy along
with countless byproducts such as
plastic. We are all experiencing the
bounty created by fossil fuels.
We are also experiencing, but
not understanding, that we have
gradually been degrading the very
planet on which we live.
The big question for all of us
could be: ‘How attached are we to a
lifestyle and economic model that will
ultimately lead to our destruction?’
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How willing are we to change
our collective behaviour? It is our
collective behaviour that will need
to change – we must all be rowing in
the same direction and for the same
purpose. Our very lives depend on it.
Ron Robinson
Nelson

Crimes against
humanity

Who decides if something is a
crime against humanity, or how is it
decided?
A number of items have come into
the news lately. An individual came
into control of AIDS medication. He
increased the price by 5,000% and
announced if he had thought more
about it at the time he would have
increased it more.
Recently EpiPens for allergic
reactions showed a marked increase
in price.
Fifteen or 20 years ago there
was a program on television entitled
The Secret to Good Health Might Be
Found in a Mud Puddle. It was about
an English doctor working in India
to cure leprosy. He had developed a
serum that, injected into the skin layer,
stimulated the body’s immune system
to cure what was wrong with it. This
serum also proved effective against
skin problems, many cancers and many
other afflictions. It even took a boy
paralyzed by polio from his bed to his
bicycle. What a wonderful medication.
Nothing more was heard about
this until recently. A young man in
Vancouver was to go to Seattle for a
special operation. It cost $250,000. He
could not afford it. He died. In a later
broadcast it was announced that the
method of treatment was to stimulate
the body’s immune system to cure what
was wrong with it. One can hardly
believe when used to treat leprosy in
India it cost $250,000 per treatment.
What are crimes against humanity
anyway?
Who decides?
Ed Varney
Vallican

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers. Letters and articles should be no longer than
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your address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
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except in extraordinary circumstances.
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Federal carbon Dear Prime
price is essential Minister Trudeau
With the election of Trump to the
presidency in the US, PM Trudeau has
been under increasing pressure to ditch
plans for a federal carbon tax. Thus far
he has remained strong, claiming that
a national green technology sector
is a key part of a healthy Canadian
economy. He’s right.
Globally, clean technology
represents a multi-trillion dollar
opportunity. Because of a lack
of federal policies to incentivize
investment between 2008 and 2015,
such as a strong and transparent price
on carbon, Canadian innovations
were manufactured in China and sold
back to Canada, with the majority of
the jobs and profits staying in China,
not in Canada. China is fast becoming
a clean tech powerhouse, representing
close to 40% of growth globally.
So let’s leave the dinosaurs like a
Trump-led US behind to wallow and
sink in their tar pit. The PM should
stick to his guns, move forward
with clean-tech pioneers like China,
Europe, and India and invest in a
renewables sector that will establish
the jobs and manufacturing that come
with being a world leader in the clean
tech industry. A federal carbon price
is an essential first step.
Paul Grace Campbell
Kaslo

Even though a large majority
of Canadians want some form of
proportional representation, it seems
from recent comments on your part
and also on Minister Monsef’s, that
you are looking for ways to wiggle
out of your commitment during the
election.
This is very bad. You were
elected on the basis of a new
approach to governance, in contrast
to the Harper government. Instead,
your government looks just like
‘Harper lite.’ Here are a few
examples. You gave the permits
necessary for Site C, saying it was
just housekeeping from the former
government. You approved the LNG
facility on Lelu Island, near a hugely
important salmon habitat. Instead of
announcing the promised tanker ban
on the BC coast after the spill near
Bella Bella, you talked about billions
to remediate spills.
The list goes on – your
support of so-called free trade
bills like CETA and TPP is hard
to understand, especially since a
majority government doesn’t need
to go in for much debate on issues.
And, if you walk away from your
commitment about changing the
way we vote, you’re actually voting
for continued more of the same –

monolithic majority governments
impervious to the opinions of all
but the oil and gas industry and
corporate voices in general.
The voices ignored are those
of the majority of Canadians,
especially those who see the futility
of continuing to develop resources
like the tar sands. For those of us who
see the policies of the government
accelerating climate change while
talking about reducing carbon
dioxide emissions, the dissonance
is unbearable. At the recently
concluded yearly conference at
Marrakech, the US, Canada, and
Mexico joined Germany in tabling
plans for deep cuts by 2050: the
US and Canada by 80% from
2005 levels. And yet the Trudeau
government might approve the
Kinder Morgan pipeline. It’s coming
to the point that the only forum
left to those who disagree with the
direction government is taking is
widespread civil disobedience.
Decision making grounded in
the industrial mentality of 100 years
ago is insanity today. We need to
plan a post-industrial economy
based on clean energy and cut off our
support for the oil and gas industry.
I guess the real question is ‘Do
campaign promises mean anything?
Did we all bite, again?’
Harvey Armstrong
Argenta

Box 70, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Phone: 250-358-7218 Fax: 250-358-7793 E-Mail: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca Website: www.valleyvoice.ca

Publisher - Dan Nicholson • Editor - Jan McMurray • Food Editor - Andrew Rhodes • Reporters - Katrine Campbell, Barbara Curry Mulcahy, Art Joyce
Published and printed in British Columbia, Canada

The Valley Voice is distributed throughout the Slocan and Arrow Lake Valleys from South Slocan/Playmor Junction to Edgewood and Kaslo on Kootenay Lake.
Circulation is 7,600 papers, providing the most complete news and advertising coverage of any single newspaper serving this area.
SUBSCRIPTIONS: CANADA $54.60, USA $84.00, OVERSEAS $126.00. E-Mail Subscription $22.40 (Prices include GST)
Canada Post Publications Mail Agreement #40021191

December 1, 2016 The Valley Voice

KSCU
management
took the first shot

Recently, Kootenay Savings
Credit Union (KSCU) management
spent members’ money on a paid
advertisement called ‘Just the Facts’
to generate support for their role in
the current shut down of the Credit
Union. It should be titled ‘Just Some
Facts.’
They didn’t mention the fact that
the bonded and insured professional
drivers who normally clear deposits
and refill the ATMs have refused
to cross the picket line, leaving me
to speculate on who is securing
the ATMs that management is
encouraging members to use.
In their paid ad, management
implies they have no intention of
changing the conditions of the
expired collective agreement. That
is NOT what they told their staff in
a written communique. They said
they reserve the right to make
any changes at any time. Under
inadequate provincial labour laws,
they can do that. Workers refuse to
risk becoming extremely vulnerable
in the workplace, so really, it would
be perilous to return to work under
those conditions. I wouldn’t.
The workers at the credit union
took two separate strike votes to show
management they intended to protect
their pension’s integrity. They could
have initiated strike action at any time
but they did not. Management enacted
a ‘one-day lockout’ to intimidate
workers into submission and give
themselves the right to manage
without a contract. Management fired
the first shot. The workers put up a line
of defense in response. That’s the fact.
As a member who moved most of
my assets to support the credit union
some years ago, I am ready to pull my
accounts in protest over management’s
intransigence. Instead of taunting
the workers with comments like
“Its going to get pretty cold soon,”
management should respect them by
negotiating a contract that reflects the
workers’ value to us all, or resign.
Cindy McCallum Miller
3rd VP of the West Kootenay
Labour Council
Thrums

Let’s get a pro rep
voting system
Last June, Justin Trudeau promised
to “make 2015 the last election under
First Past the Post” and to “make every
vote count.” It was a clear, strong
message and it was an election promise.
We believed him.
ERRE, the all party electoral
reform committee, spent the summer
listening to expert witnesses from home
and around the world. 88% spoke in
favour of proportional representation.
In the fall, ERRE traveled the country
and heard from thousands of Canadians
from coast to coast to coast. 87% spoke
in favour of proportional representation.
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The results are indisputable.
Since then, Justin Trudeau and
Minister Maryam Monsef are giving
every indication that they are trying to
back out of their promise. In October,
Trudeau told Le Devoir newspaper that
since we like him so much, the desire
for change is diminished. Monsef
echoed Trudeau’s sentiment when
she said that “there is no consensus,”
adding, “I can’t promise you that I’ll
be advocating for PR because I haven’t
heard that from an overwhelming
majority across the country.”
With only days before the ERRE
committee delivers its final report to
the government, the Liberals are once
again looking for feedback, this time in
the form of a postcard directing us to a
website. According to NDP democratic
reform critic, Nathan Cullen, the
government is spending $2 million to
conduct a ‘pop psych survey’ aimed at
producing the result the government
wants to hear.
Canadians have spoken loudly and
clearly. An overwhelming majority of
us want a proportional representation
voting system, that is, 30% of the vote
equals 30% of the seats equals 30% of
the power. No more, no less.
Maryam Monsef says she wants
to hear from Canadians on values to
strengthen our democracy and improve
out electoral system. Well, how about
this value? Keep the promise to “make
2015 the last election under FPTP” and
to “make every vote count.” Trudeau
made a promise, Monsef asked our
opinion, and we gave it: implement
a proportional representation voting
system by 2019.
Let’s get a proportional voting
system so we can all vote our values
and have our votes count. https://
secure.fairvote.ca/en/declaration
Ann Remnant
Nelson

The election of
Trump: what is
the message?

I would like to share a Vox article
regarding the social science of how
voters turn towards authoritarian
leaders when they are fearful. (http://
www.vox.com/2016/3/1/11127424/
trump-authoritarianism)This research
was based on Republican primary exit
poll slick and validated questionnaires.
Relatively speaking, it is not Trump that
is scary, it is the state of the electorate…
the fertile soil. What Trump may or
may not do himself is almost irrelevant.
Nature abhors a vacuum. When the
opportunity is there, it will be filled…
just like genes that confer bacteria with
antibiotic resistance are passed on,
when antibiotics are around.
This is why a healthy micro-biome
internal environment is critical within
organisms to self-regulate and adapt.
Within external human systems, the
equivalent would be a Transition Town,
where we re-localize our economic and
governance systems to bottom up and
re-create local interdependent resilient
economic and material capacity. This

is and has always been the natural
ground for community, connection, and
belonging, which our brain ‘wiring’ is
adapted to, rather than ideology, which
is in the end irrelevant and divisive, if
it is not based on how WE are made.
The history of human philosophy/
ideology is full of ‘shoulds’ or ‘he
saids,’ all of it meaningless theory
(in the air = yang) without taking
into account history, which is in fact
a reflection of how our brains are
made (incarnated, operationally on
the ground = yin). We are virtually the
same creatures that lived in caves and
have been for about 200,000 years.
The clear past benefits of the
industrial paradigm – scale, top-down
centralization, and standardization
– are clearly far past their optimum
application, with at least somewhat
unintended side-effects of
unsustainable wealth and opportunity
gaps, loss of social cohesion and faith
in institutions, resource depletion, and
extreme weather in positive feedback
mode. Accelerating incidences of
hopeless ‘protesting-too-much,’ masskilling/ suicide, opioid overdose, and
radicalization echo the same message.
How about historic household debt?
Warehousing children in day-care
and elderly in facilities? Can we
consciously devolve our systems?
Re-creating self-regulating
human ecosystems to which we are
adapted is the only answer to the many
converging, clearly unsustainable
processes in play (social, economic
and environmental). They are currently
approaching inflection points, i.e. ‘Mad
Max’ and collapse.
Andre Piver
Nelson

Free speech in
danger in Canada

I’d like to bring to your attention
recent happenings centered around
the University of Toronto and one of
their psychology professors, Dr Jordan
Peterson. In late September and early
October, he posted three videos on his
YouTube channel. His main intent, as
a professor who had studied totalitarian
regimes in detail for four decades, was
to essentially ring the alarm bells about
Bill C-16. He is saying that embedded
within that legislation, which was about
to be passed in Canada, are underlying
policy guidelines containing text that
has the potential to propel us down
a very dangerous totalitarian and
Orwellian path.
The underlying policy guidelines
(through which Bill C-16 is to be
interpreted) are written in the broadest
possible manner and appear to make it
a potential hate crime for pretty much
anything you do or say that offends
someone in some way, regardless of
whether the offence was intentional
or not. Additionally, the text holds
companies just as responsible for
any violations of their employees.
The guidelines pretty much force
companies to show they are taking
proactive steps to prevent any
potential violations by employees (i.e.

forced anti-discrimination education/
indoctrination of employees). These
guidelines also essentially assert that
the reason almost everyone thinks of
themselves as either male or female is
solely because of social conditioning –
that it has nothing to do with biology.
I’m not kidding.
I strongly advise that you
watch the first YouTube video he
posted dated September 27, 2016 to
familiarize yourself with the details
of what I’ve outlined above and
judge for yourself the validity of his
concerns (go to www.youtube.com/
user/JordanPetersonVideos and go
to the ‘Professor Against Political
Correctness’ video series and scroll to
the first video posted).
The posting of this video (as well
as the other two videos in the initial
video series dated October 3 and
October 5) ignited a huge controversy
that precipitated a series of almost
unbelievable events that show in
glaring clarity, for all with eyes to see,
just how close we are in this country to
losing our free speech and freedom. It
may actually already be too late!
I think the best way to begin to
bring yourself up to speed on what has
transpired is to watch all 17 videos
in the ‘Professor Against Political
Correctness’ series in chronological
order. This provides a rough timeline
of the events as they unfolded,
culminating with a video of a debate at
the University of Toronto on November
19, 2016. I also strongly urge you
to watch YouTube video interviews
with Peterson on ‘The Rubin Report,’
‘Rebel Media,’ ‘AskDrBrown’ and
‘NoneOfTheAbove.’
Peterson is a true Canadian hero.
He’s a brilliant man who is able to
articulate what free speech really means
to our Western civilization in a way that
I don’t think anyone has been able to
do previously.
If you value free speech and
freedom in this country, I strongly
advise you to familiarize yourself
with these events. If, after viewing
this information, you are similarly
concerned and want to discuss the
implications, feel free to email me at
kevin.cs@telus.net.
A quote from Steven Pinker:
“There is a word for those people who
believe that we are born a blank slate
and that culture accounts for all that we
are; the word is ‘childless.’”
Kevin Shaw
Winlaw

Smart meter
progress report

‘Report’ sounds like it should know
it all, but it’s hard to understand the
bigger picture, especially when there
are global players. What IS reassuring
is the fact that even though most of
us are still ‘asleep at the wheel,’ the
majority of those who are not have
chosen the way of education and
awareness: watching, and watching
out!
In Fortis country, the majority
chose, or may choose if they get

power here, the ‘RF-off’ option for
their mandatory smart meter at $9/
month. A second expression of protest
was to go off grid. The third, while
simultaneously taking the RF-off
option, holds Fortis liable for damage.
This third hasn’t resulted in much yet,
but it probably will – just like tobacco,
asbestos etc., which corporations and
governments ‘pushed’ at the time and
are now having to pay damages for.
If the utility won’t wake up, and
the public utility commission won’t
do their job, are we customers with our
awareness and demands able to prevent
some harm at least?
Those following this not-so-smart
ubiquitous blanketing of wireless onto
our lifestyles and environment will
have seen Take Back Your Power. The
opening scene in that movie is filmed
in 2012 in the Supreme Court of Maine,
USA, with the State of Maine Public
Utilities Commissioner at the stand
against a customer who intends to deny
the smart meter install on his home. In
this scene, the commissioner responds
to the judge’s safety concerns of the
new wireless meter with, “If Mr.____
doesn’t want to have a smart meter, he
doesn’t have to have one.” (Maine had
an ‘opt out’ where you could keep your
analogue meter.) To this, the Supreme
Court judge responds, “But, what about
all those people who have a smart
meter? Is the state of affairs that the
commission takes no position on their
safety? And leaves it up to the utility?
...Or to the public to figure out whether
they’re safe or not?”
To my mind, which knows beyond
doubt that excessive microwave
exposure is damaging to health,
this opening says it in a nutshell.
Incidentally, the city of Seattle, where
the director of this award-winning
movie lives and works on educating
about the hazards of wireless tech, still
doesn’t have smart meters.
What about our beloved valley? In
Hydro country, (Silverton to Nakusp)
where it was, for a high fee, admissible
to keep analogue meters as in Maine,
people did. Now BC Hydro is trying to
take them away again. Why now? One
can suppose it is because you need a
smart meter to implement the ‘time of
use’ program where rates rise steeply
for using power at peak time – supper
time for example. And especially
as rates go higher, this may be the
more affordable option to the current
tiered rates. (The info at this point is
“proprietary and confidential” but we
do know that for Fortis, our public
utility commission rubber stamped for
‘time of use’ last January.)
So, watch, and watch out. Hey and
don’t buy smart appliances or you’ll
have to Google on YouTube how to
take out the microwave chip from your
new fridge so you don’t have even more
wireless emissions zinging around your
home space.
There is no longer any doubt, just
denial. Check olgasheean.com under
‘About’ for her EMF advisories.
Daphne Fields
Slocan
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BC Hydro replaces expired analogue meters with smart meters

by Jan McMurray
BC Hydro was in the
Nakusp-New Denver area on
and around November 17 to
remove 24 expired analogue
meters.
“We are legally obligated
to ensure our meters meet
all Measurement Canada
requirements and once
the Measurement Canada
accuracy seal expires, we
have to remove the meter,”

Advertise in the
Valley Voice
It pays!!!

• Call 358-7218 for details •
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

explained Mary Anne Coules
of BC Hydro.
Many customers were
taken by surprise when
the workers showed up to
exchange the analogue meter
with either a radio-off or radioon smart meter. BC Hydro had
sent out letters to customers
with expired meters – but that
was back in February. Coules
said the nine-month delay
between sending out notices
and showing up to do the work
was due to scheduling. “The
way we prioritize our work
is determined by urgency.
Unfortunately, scheduling
didn’t allow us to complete
these exchanges until

LAKE SKI CLUB
The Nakusp Ski Club Association is
looking for a person to enter into a
contract to operate the kitchen at the
Summit Lake Ski Hill for the upcoming
ski season from December 2016 to April
2017. Interested parties are asked to
send their expression of interest and
resume to Nakusp Ski Club Association,
Box 436, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0.

November,” she said.
The Valley Voice received
reports from citizens of
installers not knocking on
the door before changing out
their meter, and of getting a
radio-on smart meter instead
of a radio-off meter. In one
case, the meter base broke in
the exchange process, leading
to an extended power outage.
Coules says that anyone with
concerns about the way the
meter exchange happened
should call the Customer
Service Department at
1-800-224-9376, and anyone
who received a meter they
didn’t choose should call
the Customer Metering
Department at 1-800-4098199.
One New Denver resident
refused to allow the removal
of the analogue meter and says
he was told BC Hydro would
periodically return to attempt
the meter exchange at a charge
of $65 each time, and would
eventually cut the power off if
unsuccessful.
Sharon Noble, director of
the Coalition to Stop Smart
Meters in BC, is not surprised
at the reports received by the
Valley Voice. She says she has
also received many reports
from around the province of
installers not knocking on the
door or showing identification.

Our December 15 edition will be
the last Valley Voice of the year.

Book Your

Because there is a brief power
outage during the exchange,
she says it’s very important
for the installers to knock
on doors and notify people,
especially those on lifesaving
equipment.
Noble reported that the
class action suit against BC
Hydro claiming that forcing
smart meters on people is in
violation of of the Canadian
Charter of Rights and
Freedoms, didn’t make it to
court – it didn’t pass the first
step, which is to be certified
by a judge. The lawsuit was
organized by the Citizens
for Safe Technology and the
Coalition to Stop Smart Meters
in BC.
Noble explained that they
didn’t pursue the suit because
of cost – they had already spent
$100,000 on it – and because
they felt the argument was
too narrow to achieve what
they wanted. “The judge said

it was a valid argument but
she wanted more in-depth
information. She wanted us to
be able to present it differently.
We decided not to pursue it
because it would have cost
us way more money, and
it wouldn’t address the fire
hazard and cybersecurity
issues. When we started in
2014, we were focused on the
health issue.”
In 2012, a human rights
tribunal case organized by
Citizens for Safe Technology
on behalf of people with the
medical condition called
electrohypersensitivity (EHS)
was also denied on the grounds
that the complainants wouldn’t
be able to establish that
exposure from smart meters
resulted in symptoms of EHS.
Noble says a lot more
science has come out since
then in support of the health
argument, and pointed to a
preliminary report that has

recently been released by the
US government’s National
Toxicology Program. The
study finds increased cancer
in male rats from cell phone
radiation (malignant gliomas
in the brain and schwannomas
of the heart). “These are
very strong results. We are
watching closely for the final
report in the next few months,”
she says.
Noble has been
concentrating on the fire
hazard issue. She filed a
complaint with BC Utilities
Commission which resulted
in an order for BC Hydro to
report all incidents where a
meter or meter base could be
the cause of a fire. BC Hydro
must make these reports to
BCUC twice a year until 2020.
The first report is due at the
end of January 2017. Noble is
currently working on another
complaint to BCUC on the
fire issue.

submitted
RDCK Director and
Silverton Councillor Leah
Main took local priorities
directly to Parliament this
week, as part of a delegation
of municipal leaders from
across Canada. Led by the
Federation of Canadian
Municipalities, they
scheduled 150 meetings with
parliamentarians November
24-26, to guide the design of
Phase two of the federal plan
to invest in transit, and social
and green infrastructure.
“This infrastructure plan
has tremendous potential
to boost our economy
and quality of life here
in[Silverton and the Regional
District of Central Kootenay,”
said Main. “But to unlock
that potential, the federal
government needs to get the
programs right, and we’re
here to ensure they improve
lives here and across the
country.”
Leah met with five MPs

from BC ridings, including
both Richard Cannings and
Wayne Stetski, making
the case that the federal
infrastructure plan should be
based on local expertise.
Municipalities deliver
cost-effective solutions to
local needs in ways that tackle
national challenges – like
creating jobs and reducing
GHG emissions. To bring that
strength to Phase two, they
are urging Ottawa to provide
the predictable allocations
communities need to plan,
tap local know-how and
move forward. They say costsharing should be modernized
so local fiscal limits don’t
block progress. They also
recommend dedicating most
of the Social Infrastructure
Fund to affordable housing.
“Ottawa just committed
billions to rural and northern
infrastructure needs
specifically. If they get those
program details right, we can
look forward to better roads

and bridges, better water
and waste systems, more
affordable housing, and a
boost for our economy and
quality of life,” she said. And
rural communities will not be
limited to applying for Phase
two funding only under the
rural stream – they will still
be eligible to apply under the
other programs that will be
announced in budget 2017.
The federal government’s
recent Fall Economic
Statement expanded its
Phase two infrastructure
commitment to $81 billion
o v e r 11 y e a r s , w h i l e
announcing dedicated support
for smaller and remote
communities. Program details
for Phase two are expected no
later than Budget 2017.
The Federation of
Canadian Municipalities’
2,000 member communities
represent more than 90% of
Canada’s population. Main
serves as a member of FCM’s
Board of Directors.

RDCK director takes local infrastructure priorities to Ottawa
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A group from the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), including Silverton Councillor Leah Main, met with
several MPs in Ottawa recently to lobby for policies, programs and infrastructure funding for municipalities. L to R: MP
Mel Arnold, Silverton Councillor Leah Main, FCM Staff Lead Robin Goldstein, Chair of North Okanagan Regional District
Rhona Martin, and Victoria Councillor/Chair of FCM BC Caucus Chris Coleman.
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More funding approved for South Slocan Greenway Project
by Jan McMurray
The RDCK board approved
$115,000 in funding for the South
Slocan Greenway Project at the
November board meeting. The
total project cost is estimated at
$1,159,700, and most of it has been
confirmed.
The $115,000 is coming from
Community Works funds (gas tax)
from five different electoral areas:
Area H 30,000; Area F $30,000;

Area I $30,000; Area J $20,000,
Area E $5,000.
The project is expected to go
out to tender in early 2017, and to
be completed by November 2017.
The greenway extends from
South Slocan to Crescent Valley
Beach Regional Park. At South
Slocan, there will be a new trailhead
for the Slocan Valley Rail Trail,
a new tunnel for pedestrians and
cyclists under Hwy 3A, a bike rack,

and signage for the Slocan Valley
Rail Trail, the Trans-Canada Trail,
and Crescent Valley Beach Park.
The trail from South Slocan to Frog
Peak Café in Crescent Valley will be
paved, and signage will be installed.
Further improvements will be made
at Crescent Valley Beach Park,
including widening of some existing
trails and improvements to surfaces,
installation of crib stairs and erosion
control, decommissioning of

by Jan McMurray
The Westbank First Nation has
acquired a piece of land in Fauquier,
and wants it added to their reserve.
The RDCK has sent a letter to
Indigenous and Northern Affairs
Canada, requesting that the federal
government consult the public in
Fauquier on the issue.
The 4.6-acre parcel of land at
7834 Starlite Rd., in a residential
area in Fauquier, was given to the
Westbank in compensation for
reserve land they gave up to allow
for the construction of the William
R. Bennett Bridge on Hwy 97
through the Okanagan.
At the November RDCK board
meeting, the board received a request

from the Westbank for a letter stating
that the RDCK has no concerns with
the land being added to the Westbank
First Nation reserve.
Area K Director Paul Peterson
told the board he had refused to
sign off on this, even though the
Westbank had assured him that they
would use the land for camping
and band matters, “because chiefs
and councils change, and priorities
change, and our land use bylaws
have no effect on First Nation
reserve lands. They could put up
casinos or whatever they want.”
The RDCK board agreed to ask
for public consultation in Fauquier
before they consider the Westbank
request to provide a letter signing

off on the deal.
According to the letter from
the Westbank First Nation to the
RDCK, the Westbank has acquired
property in Fauquier, the District of
Peachland, and the City of Kelowna.
The Central Okanagan Regional
District and the City of Kelowna
have provided letters stating they
have no concerns with adding the
lands to the Westbank reserve.
The Westbank and the Province
entered into an agreement in 1983 to
work together to improved Hwy 97.
Under the terms of the agreement, the
Province committed to supporting
the Westbank’s requests to have
any compensation lands added to
their reserve.

submitted
Two local RCMP officers were
among the 56 police recognized at
this year’s Police Honours Night on
November 17 in Victoria.
Constable Lee Bellamy with the
Nakusp detachment and Constable
David Gammon with the Kaslo
detachment received Awards of
Meritorious Service, which
recognize exemplary performance
that exceeds expectations.
While working at the Prince

George detachment, Constable
Bellamy and his fellow officer
Constable Scott Johnston disarmed
a suicidal male and prevented him
from further harming himself.
While working at the Ashcroft
detachment, Constable Gammon
rescued a woman and her children
from their vehicle after becoming
trapped during a flash flood.
Lieutenant Governor Judith
Guichon and Minister of Public Safety
and Solicitor General Mike Morris

presented the awards. Recipients
were selected by a committee
comprised of representatives from
the BC Association of Chiefs of
Police and the Ministry’s Police
Services Division.
This was the 35th annual
Police Honours Night, recognizing
members of independent municipal
police forces, the RCMP, and First
Nations and transit police services
who have acted in an exemplary
manner.

by Jan McMurray
The new gas tank and pumps at
Winlaw Mini-Mart should be up and
running the second week of December.
Mini-Mart owner Peter Kim
explained that the underground gas
and diesel tanks were reaching the
end of their 30-year life expectancies,
so he started the month-long process
of replacing them with an above
ground tank.
“We’re replacing the whole gas
tank unit with pumps and everything.

It’s the biggest reno we’ve done,”
he said.
The project began November 7
and is on schedule to be completed
by December 8 or 9. The underground
tanks were dug out and the soil was
tested in case of contamination due
to leaking. “There was no sign of
leakage, so we’ve been approved and
we’re now getting an above ground
tank,” Kim said.
The above ground tank has two
compartments – one for gas and one

for diesel.
“This was something people have
been wanting to see happen at our
location for awhile,” says Kim. “The
tanks were getting old and the pump
was acting up a bit, so we’re excited
to get the new facilities. This was a
good time to schedule the work, after
the high summer season and before the
cold. We are happy it could be done at
this point and we could afford to do it!”
Kootenay Petroleum, based in
Cranbrook, is doing the work.

submitted
The Kootenay Rideshare website,
hosted by the West Kootenay
EcoSociety, was re-launched with new
features on November 29. The new
website address is kootenay.ride-share.
org.
The site is free for users and has
helped more than 15,000 people carpool,
creating community connections and
reducing carbon pollution. The updated
website includes increased privacy
for users, a user ratings feature, and a
mobile-friendly design.
“At times in the past, I’ve felt
nervous using Rideshare because I
didn’t know the people I would be
getting rides with or their driving ability.

I am excited for the user-rating feature
to help overcome this challenge,”
said Montana Burgess, EcoSociety’s
executive director.
“The new Kootenay Rideshare will
also have regional node sites for different
cities, like Cranbrook and Nelson, that
feed into the Kootenay Rideshare
network,” said Tim James, EcoSociety’s
Rideshare project manager. “Rides and
requests posted in one node are available
to people in all other nodes. This allows
for regional branding and increases the
visibility of each ride available.”
The EcoSociety will continue to
promote the website next year as a way
to reduce carbon pollution and build
community within the West Kootenays.

Westbank First Nation wants reserve lands in Fauquier

Local RCMP officers recognized with Awards of Meritorious Service

Winlaw Mini-Mart’s new gas bar to be online December 8 or 9

Kootenay Rideshare website re-launched
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informal paths through the forest
habitat, and signage.
The South Slocan Greenway
Project was conceived when the
Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure announced that the
bridge on Hwy 3A in South Slocan
was going to be replaced with fill.
This would have meant losing the
trail under the bridge, which was
used by local people to access the
Slocan Valley Rail Trail and other
recreational sites. Public outcry
prompted discussions between
the RDCK, the Slocan Valley
Heritage Trail Society, Rec Sites
and Trails BC, and the Ministry of
Transportation and Infrastructure.
These agencies agreed to work

together to enhance the recreational
assets of the South Slocan area.
The project is being funded
through a CBT Recreation
Infrastructure Grant of $250,000,
the $115,000 Community Works
funds from the five electoral areas
of the RDCK, a Bike BC grant of
$92,100, and an Area H Community
Works Fund grant of $200,000.
The Province will be paying for the
$440,900 South Slocan tunnel and
trailhead.

WANTED
TO BUY:

READY FOR FOREVER
HOME – These six little
kittens are ready to be
adopted! They are playful, curious and so
much fun! Please call PALS at 265-3792
if you can welcome any of our kittens into
your home and into your heart!
PALS wants to say a big THANK YOU
to all the crafters, volunteers and holiday
shoppers for participating in another successful CREATIVE HANDS CRAFT FAIR.
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
Brian Major
• 250-938-3900

Please contact:
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

SUMMIT LAKE SKI AREA
www.skisummitlake.com

2016-2017 EARLY BIRD RATES
EARLY BIRD RATES AVAILABLE UNTIL
DECEMBER 1, 2016

      		

Reg. price Early Bird SEASON PASSES AVAILABLE
Adults (19 yrs+)
$305.00 $250.00
AT THE PALS CRAFT FAIR
Students (13-18)       $245.00 $205.00
(ARENA
CONCESSION AREA)
Child (6-12 )            $170.00 $140.00
ON
NOVEMBER
26TH
Senior (60-65)         $170.00 $140.00
FROM
10:00
AM
1:00
PM
Over 65		
$50.00 $50.00
X-Country/Snowshoe $30.00 $30.00
EARLY BIRD TICKETS CAN
Family Rates (must include at least 1 Adult)
ALSO BE PURCHASED AT
1 Adult                   $305.00 $240.00
SHON’S BIKE & SKI,
2 Adults                  $535.00 $450.00
409 BROADWAY ST.
Students                   $200.00 $175.00
CASH & CHEQUES ONLY
Child                        $140.00 $120.00
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Slocan council applies for funding for waterfront development strategy
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• At a special meeting October
27, council authorized an application
to the BC Rural Dividend Program
for the ‘Village of Slocan Waterfront
Development Strategy.’ If accepted,
the grant will allow Slocan “to
recruit a professional consultant
to create a long-term waterfront
management and development
strategy… focusing on lakefront
property west of the mill site.” The
consultant will study landowner
information, traffic patterns, parking,
existing/ future uses, climate
change impacts, and local/ regional
economic development benefits.
The consultant will also host
stakeholder/ community engagement
sessions, analyze data, and create an
implementation plan.
• At the regular meeting on
November 14, Bob Barkley,
formerly a long-time Slocan resident
and Village councillor, made a

presentation to council about a
Valhalla Park Use Permit for a
recreational cabin on Slocan Lake
belonging to Barkley and his wife.
Barkley’s sister purchased a special
permit for the cabin site from the
BC Forest Service in 1962 and the
permit was transferred to Barkley
in 1971. The cabin was built before
Valhalla Park was created in 1983.
Before the park boundaries were
determined, Barkley was told his
cabin would lie outside of the park
but this did not prove to be the
case. Unlike their original permit
from Forestry, the Barkleys’ Park
Use Permit is non-transferable.
Barkley asked council for a letter
of support for his request to transfer
his Park Use permit to his heirs.
Council agreed that the Barkleys’
rights should be grandfathered, and
directed staff to write to the Ministry
of Environment.
• In response to an email from

Stanley Frank Baker
March 9, 1922 October 14, 2016
Beloved Father, Grandfather, and Great
Grandfather and long-time resident of
Baker Road, South Slocan, BC, Stanley
Baker died peacefully at Mountain Lakes
Retirement Home in Nelson, BC after a short
hospitalization. Predeceased by his Father
(Walter Baker), Mother (Margaret Ellen),
and his wife Nancy (Xanthe) all previously of
South Slocan and his brothers Alfred, Robert
and Charlie, and his sister Dorothy Smith of
Chelan, Washington.
Stan is survived by his daughter Penny (Piete) Stuyt of Cherryville, B.C., and sons David
(Brenda) Baker of Millarville, Alberta and Peter Baker of North Vancouver, B.C., his granddaughters Marcie-Lyne (Shawn) Gilarowski of Ottawa, Ontario and Margaret (Carey) Benson
of Enderby, B.C., his grandsons Jordan Baker of Okotoks Alberta, and Brandon Baker
of Vancouver, B.C., his great-granddaughters Allashua Gilarowski and Jerrika Baker and
great-grandson Aiden Benson. Stan was also a big brother and is survived by his two little
brothers Dustin and Darren Neufeld of Kelowna. He loved mentoring kids in the outdoors,
and in practical skills of all types. We are all so much richer for it.
Stan arrived in Nelson, B.C. accompanied by his wife Nancy in early 1948 shortly after being
married in Vancouver. Stan soon found work with West Kootenay Power at South Slocan. Stan
and Nancy soon moved to South Slocan, building the house on the hill among the vintage
apple trees above the Catholic Church. There he raised a family of three, Penny, David and
Peter. Stan’s parents, Walter and Margaret, retired from Vancouver to the Kootenays joining
him on the property. This home became a central gathering place for the extended Baker
family for many years, and was a wonderful and loving place to grow up and play, and was
well known to his brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, and cousins.
Stan was always active with the community. He volunteered for the South Slocan Recreation
Commission to create and look after a small park and the beach at Crescent Valley. For many
years he was on the South Slocan water board, managing and repairing the South Slocan
community water system. When his own children left home he volunteered with Big Brothers
and the Boy Scouts. He was active in many green initiatives, including the clean up of the
Kootenay River, opposition to clearcut logging, preservation of park land, and the designation
of new parks. He was a member of the Kootenay Mountaineering Club, the Ben Shaw and
Apex cross-country Ski Clubs, and the Silver King and the Red Mountain Ski Clubs.
At work, Stan was well known as a lineman throughout the West Kootenays. He helped
connect the many families and communities of the West Kootenays as the Kootenay, Slocan,
and Arrow lakes communities electrified. On call Stan responded whenever there were power
outages at a home or where there were system issues to resolve. At the end of his career,
Stan re-trained as an electrician and worked in the power plants on the Kootenay River.
Stan was a WWII Navy veteran serving with the Royal Canadian Navy from the beginning
to the end of World War II. He spent most of his time in the North Atlantic on the destroyers
HMCS Skeena, Haida, and Sioux on convoy duty first from St. John’s to the United Kingdom
during the Battle of the Atlantic, and then during the resupply of Russia on convoy duty from
Scapa Flow around the North Cape of Norway to Murmansk. On D-Day the Sioux moved down
the English Channel to assist with channel clearing and moved in close to provide artillery
support for the Winnipeg Rifles landing on Juno Beach. Stan rarely talked about those war
years and his later memoirs essentially end as he joined the Navy.
Stan never tired of the peace and beauty he found in the Kootenays and it is fitting he found
his final rest there. A Celebration of Life for his family and friends will be held in the Spring
2017 in Nelson, with details to follow later.
Arrangements are under the direction of Thompson Funeral Service. Online condolences
may be expressed at www.thompsonfs.ca

Dave Skrobot suggesting that the
Village have free Wi-Fi at the beach
to enable beach goers to have cell
phone service, council directed
staff to contact Telus about cell
service and booster or Wi-Fi options.
Councillor Van Bynan commented
that emergency calls are more likely
to happen at the water. Councillor
Pelletier noted that sometimes it is
possible to get New Denver’s cell
phone signal at the beach and asked
if that service could be “boosted.”
Last year, the Village forwarded a
petition to Telus and the Ministry
of Transportation requesting Slocan
be provided with cell phone service.
• The $25,000 allocated for
the seniors’ housing project was
transferred forward to the 2017
budget. The project has been delayed
while the society waits to hear
from two more funders and about
long-term mortgage financing.
Council agreed to consider further
allocations during next year’s budget
discussions. The society has asked
for an additional $10,000-$15,000
in 2017.
• The Spirit of Slocan committee
will hold a Christmas Tree Light-Up
celebration at 6 pm on December

4 at the Wellness Centre. Council
gave the committee permission to
use the Wellness Centre electricity
and washrooms for the event. Public
Works will help locate and erect
the large Christmas tree, and help
remove it in the new year.
• The Slocan Volunteer Fire
Department will receive $500
towards its annual Christmas party
and each firefighter will get a free
annual pass to the Slocan Fitness
Centre.
• Council appointed Slocan
resident Ethan Brocket to the Slocan
Board of Variance for a three-year
term. He will join John Patterson and
Keith Cumming. The board meets
only when someone has applied
for a variance to the zoning bylaw
on the grounds that, because of
conditions unique to their property,
complying with the bylaw will cause
unnecessary hardship.
• The Village will advertise for
a Slocan rep to sit on the Slocan
Valley Economic Development
Commission for 2017. The RDCKregulated body meets four times a
year.
• Council accepted the Slocan
Lake Stewardship Society’s

invitation to attend the Slocan Lake
Ecosystem Science & Conservation
Planning Forum on February 23.
• Council received for
information the following items:
the Slocan After School Sports
and Art Initiative’s report on the
backstop newly installed at the
tennis court making it more usable
for hockey, tennis, and lacrosse
practice; Slocan Fitness Centre
minutes reporting that two security
cameras have been purchased and
that Ruby Powers and Andrew Priest
are configuring them for installation;
the JCP September Progress Report
detailing preparations for the new
roadway and tenting sites in the
RV Park; and Helma Rainey’s
year end report for the RV Park &
Campground, the Visitor Information
Centre, Slocan Beach facilities, and
Kiddie Park. Rainey reported that
the campground had a “very busy
year, with revenues up to 20% higher
than last year.” Seventeen of the 21
weeks of operation “saw highest
sales on record.” At the beach, newly
installed animal-proof garbage bins
and a cool wet summer with fewer
beach-goers meant the beach stayed
cleaner.

by Katrine Campbell
• Two bylaws were each given
three readings. These were the Fees
and Charges Amendment Bylaw
#704, 2016 and the Fire Fighting
Machinery and Equipment Reserve
Expenditure Bylaw #705, 2016.
The first bylaw increases water
and garbage rates for 2017. The rates
were set in 2014, but the Village
says an increase is needed because
of higher fuel costs, wages and
tipping fees, along with maintenance
and reserve fund contributions.
Residential water rates will go from
$270 to $297, and garbage rates
will rise from $150 to $154.50.
The number of garbage tags per
household will be reduced by two, to
50, to encourage waste reduction and
streamline administrative processes.
The second bylaw authorizes the
expenditure of funds to buy 14 sets of
turnout gear and a replacement tanker

truck for the New Denver and Area
Volunteer Fire Department.
• Councillor Henning von
Krogh reported that the November
23 meeting of the West Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital District
meeting had been cancelled because
Interior Health had provided no
further information on the main
agenda item – the board’s debate on
whether or not to fund the entire first
phase of the Trail hospital upgrades.
• Council confirmed three reappointments to commissions.
Councillor Nadine Raynolds will stay
as the Village’s rep on the Slocan Valley
Economic Development Commission.
Councillor David Hodsall will again
be the rep on Recreation Commission
#6, with Councillor Heather Fox as
alternate and Shannon Hodsall as
New Denver’s community rep. The
Village advertised to the community
the opportunity to serve on these
commissions but only the incumbents
applied. There are still vacant positions
on the Rosebery Parklands and Trails
Commission, as well as a community
alternate for Rec #6.
• Council received the Rosebery
Parklands and Trails Commission’s
minutes of October 27 and its
2017 work plan and budget, which
has been presented to the RDCK
for consideration. In the plan, the
commission proposes that the cable
car be shut down and winterized
each year. The total estimated cost of
general maintenance and necessary
maintenance projects is $31,698.
Other projects include maintenance
on the Rosebery - Girl Guide
camp section ($5,000); replacing
the wooden bridge ($50,000); and
replacing the cable car ($40,000).
• Council approved a request from
Chamber of Commerce Manager Jess
Rayner to close 6th Ave (Main St)
between the highway and Bellevue

for the annual Merchants’ Night on
December 9, from 4:30 to 9 pm.
• Mayor Ann Bunka reported on
her activities. On November 9, she
hosted the Japanese Consul General
and Consul on a tour of the Nikkei
Centre and Kohan Garden.
Along with Bree Lillies, she
did a telephone interview with
WildSafeBC, which wanted to know
what the Village needed and what its
views were on the program.
Bunka participated in meetings
with 14 of the societies and groups
the Village interacts with on a regular
basis; there are still a few to go.
She attended the Village of
Slocan’s celebration of its waterfront
project.
- RDCK: Recreation Commission
#6 grants were approved: $150 to the
Slocan Lake Early Learning Society,
$680 to the curling club, $367.50 to
the New Denver Seniors, $800 for
elementary swimming lessons.
Staff were directed to prepare a
service case analysis and report back
to the board on the implications of
establishing a financial contribution
service bylaw for PALS in Nakusp,
New Denver, Silverton, Area K and
the northern portion of Area H.
The RDCK supported, in
principle, Recreation Sites and Trails
BC’s application to extend the Galena
Trail to include the Rosebery to
Summit Lake section.
RDCK Resource Recovery bylaw
#2524, 2016 was approved. Tipping
fees in West Waste Recovery will
rise by $5 per 100 kg per year over
the next three years until they reach
$100. (This will apply to landfill sites
with scales.) Staff were directed to
issue a request for proposals for the
Household Hazardous Waste annual
events in Nakusp, Silverton and five
other communities, and for the everysecond-year event in Kaslo.

New Denver council, November 22: Water and garbage rates to rise

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
Open daily (Closed X’mas
& New Year’s day)
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RDCK board, November 17: Directors want to talk about pot
by Jan McMurray
• The annual elections for board
chair and vice-chair resulted in no
change. Karen Hamling, mayor of
Nakusp is board chair and Lawrence
Chernoff, mayor of Castlegar is vicechair for another year.
• A moment of silence was
observed for Neil Muth, president
and CEO of the Columbia Basin
Trust from 2005 until his unexpected
death just recently. Chair Hamling
said Muth was “a good friend,
excellent colleague, and I cannot
imagine how he can be replaced.”
Director Binks, RDCK
representative on the CBT board,
added, “This is a tragic loss to all of us
in the Basin, not just in the RDCK.”
He also said that unfortunately, the
news of Neil’s passing hit social
media immediately, before his family
was ready.
CBT will be “moving forward
with business,” he said, although it
will be slightly slowed down.
The RDCK will provide $5,000
per year to a scholarship fund in the
name of Neil Muth.
• There is an appetite around the
board table to talk about cannabis
dispensaries and medical marijuana
production facilities. The issue was
raised by Nelson Alternate Director

Daly, who reported that Nelson has
six cannabis dispensaries. Although
they are illegal, he said there is
“no federal law,” only some court
judgements. “The cannabis industry
is becoming legitimate. It’s an
economic development opportunity
and we have to start thinking of
people in that business becoming
legal.” Director Cunningham added
that rural directors will have to
address this issue, as well, as medical
marijuana production facilities are
being established in rural areas. CAO
Horn said zoning bylaws are the only
tool available to local governments
to address this. Director Watson
said she has a marijuana production
facility in her area, run by “very
questionable people” and “no one
wants to deal with it.” There is no
zoning in Area D, so she is very
interested in a discussion on this.
• A delegation from the RDCK
will attend the February CBT board
meeting to discuss the possibility of
the Trust providing home insurance.
The delegation will include CAO
Horn, Chair Hamling, Director
Davidoff and Director Cunningham.
• A total of $106,000 in
Community Works funds will be
contributed to the Fields Forward
project to purchase a mobile fruit

& vegetable press. The press will
be stored in Creston, but will be
available to groups throughout
the RDCK. Area D, H and K each
contributed $5,000 to the project.
• The Request for Proposals
document for the Agricultural
Liaison for the Regional Districts
of Central Kootenay, Kootenay
Boundary and East Kootenay has
been prepared by CBT. The contract
will be awarded in the first eight
weeks of the new year. Each of the
Regional Districts and the CBT is
committing $60,000 per year for
three years (2017, 2018, 2019) to the
project. The annual project budget is
$240,000.
• Director Faust reported that
the Southern Interior Beetle Action
Coaliton (SIBAC) will be launching
a new website, which will be a
repository for information regarding
rural communities.
• A report on the question of
collecting taxes to support PALS –
the Protecting Animal Life Society in
Nakusp – will be produced by RDCK
staff. Nakusp, Area K, New Denver,
Silverton and Area H North are all
willing to consider collecting taxes
for the service. Staff will prepare a
service case analysis and report back
to the board on the implications of
establishing a service for this.

Area D

• Community Development
grants were approved for the
mosquito abatement program
($11,000); JV Humphries PAC
($3,175.20); and the Kaslo and
Area D Economic Development
Commission ($4,635.70).

Area H

Karen Hamling (mayor of Nakusp) and Lawrence Chernoff (mayor of Castlegar) were elected
by acclamation as RDCK board chair and vice-chair respectively for another year. This marks
the beginning of Hamling’s third term as chair and Chernoff’s fourth year as vice-chair.

Transit offers Two for One Tuesday
submitted
Every Tuesday in December will
be a Two for One Tuesday in the
West Kootenays. On these days, all
passengers who bring a travel buddy
on board will pay only one fare.
All fare products will be accepted,
including cash and monthly passes.
Please note that this promotion
does not apply to handyDART and
Health Connections services.
BC Transit is partnering with
the regional districts of Kootenay
Boundary and Central Kootenay and
the City of Nelson to support this
initiative, which makes it even easier
to use environmentally-friendly
public transportation.
The West Kootenays as a region
has already experienced exceptional

growth in transit usage. In 2015/2016,
ridership increased across all three
transit systems, including 10 per
cent in Nelson, seven per cent in
Kootenay Boundary, and eight per
cent in Kootenay Lake West. This
promotion will only support further
growth.
For more information about
the West Kootenay Transit System
including routes, schedules, and
fares, please visit bctransit.com/westkootenay, pick-up a Rider’s Guide, or
call toll free 1-855-993-3100.

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

• The Winlaw Regional and
Nature Park Commission has
submitted its proposed 2017 budget
of $13,000, broken down as follows:
$1,500 (picnic table replacement);
$6,000 (treadpath resurfacing
extension and road crush for multiple
locations); $500 (new sandbox
for above beach area); $1,000
(boardwalk board replacement);
$2,500 (regular beach maintenance
contract); $500 (roof replacement
for info sign in the parking lot);
$1,000 (misc. expenses). This will

Silverton
Social Drop In
Program
Silverton
Memorial Hall
Every Tuesday and
Thursday 10:00 am
- 2:00 pm
Socializing, Workshops
and Outings
Lunch served every
Thursday
Program is open to
everyone over 50.

be considered during RDCK budget
discussions.
• Community Development
grants were approved for the Capitol
Theatre Restoration Society ($500);
Red Mountain Internet Society
($3,500); Silvery Slocan Historical
Society ($2,000), and the WE
Graham Community Service Society
($4,000).

Area K

• The proposed Burton seniors
housing project is inching its way
through the bureaucratic process.
The application to subdivide the
14.3-hectare piece of property owned
by the RDCK to create a one-hectare
piece for the housing project is
being considered, and proof of
water supply is required for the
subdivision. The property is just
outside the water service area. An

9

RDCK bylaw sets a $10,000 fee
to expand the service. The RDCK
board agreed to waive the fee.
• Community Development
grants were approved for the
Columbia Basin Revitalization
Coalition ($700), Inonoaklin Valley
Reading Centre ($1,000), Nakusp
Community Radio Society ($2,000),
and the Nakusp Farmers Market
BLACK BEARS, usually males, may
($2,000).
not hibernate if the weather is good
and food is still abundant. Bears
mate in late June but embryos do not
implant until the fall and only if the
female has sufficient stores of fat to
support the young through the nursing period in the den. Females tend
to their young for almost two years.
slocanlakess.com

DID YOU KNOW…

We offer free weekly
delivery to Slocan! Call
to arrange for your
prescriptions to be
delivered to the Slocan
Village Market.
New Denver Community Pharmacy
309 6th Ave • 250-358-2500 or 250-353-2224
Winter hours
Open Monday-Friday
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 10-5 • Thurs: 10-2
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Kaslo council, November 22: Businesses support Community Toilet Scheme
by Jan McMurray
• Councillor Knoll reported that he
had completed surveying local businesses
about a Community Toilet Scheme in
Kaslo, and the response was generally
positive. He said that the Community
Toilet Scheme, where participating
businesses open their washrooms to
the public and the Village contributes
to the cost of supplies, may not be the
permanent solution but could “ease the
gap.” He recommended that council go to
the next step, which is to issue a Request
for Proposals or Request for Expressions
of Interest, asking interested businesses to
provide more detailed information about
the cost of providing the service, and the
type of facilities they have available (i.e.
wheelchair accessible, change tables).
First, the CAO will contact the stakeholder
group and convey the information gathered
in Knoll’s survey. The stakeholder group
includes representatives from council,
the Chamber, North Kootenay Lake
Community Services, Jazz Fest and the
North Kootenay Lake Arts & Heritage
Council. This group met October 19 to
discuss options for public washrooms, and
agreed to have Councillor Knoll survey
local businesses about the Community
Toilet Scheme.
• Waterfront management guidelines
will be developed by April 2017, if all
goes according to plan. Council directed

staff to issue an RFP for $16,500 for
the development of standard operating
guidelines for waterfront management,
particularly beach grooming of the Moyie
and Kaslo Bay beaches. The intent is
for the guidelines to be submitted to the
Village for review by March or April. The
Village received a $10,000 grant from the
Province to go towards the development
of the guidelines.
• The cost of paving the section of the
Back Road that is causing dust problems
will be estimated and considered during
budget discussions. At the October 15
Committee of the Whole meeting, council
received a petition and letter from Phil
Trotter, asking for more dust control in
the fall. Council agreed that paving would
be more cost effective than dust control in
the long run.
• Venture Mechanical Systems out
of Castlegar was awarded a contract for
$5,025 to do sprinkler retrofit work on
the main floor of the Kaslo City Hall. The
sprinkler heads will be re-elevated, as they
are a bit short for the ceiling that will be
installed, and some will be re-located to
suit the new layout. The work will be paid
for with funds from the Community Works
Reserve. The CAO added that the company
has also had a look at the SS Moyie
sprinkler system and will be reporting back.
• Thanks to the work of Kootenay
Rockies Tourism, the Kaslo campground is
listed on www.travel-british-columbia.com
and www.campingrvbc.com websites and
has a complimentary one-year membership
in the BC Lodging and Campgrounds
Association.
• The Inter-Community Business
Licence (ICBL) Bylaw was adopted.
Businesses with the licence can do business
in Nelson, Castlegar, Creston, Rossland
and Kaslo.
• Councillor Lang reported that the
bulk volume rate at all transfer stations
in the Kootenay Lake subregion of the
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RDCK, including the Kaslo Transfer
Station, was increasing to $100 per tonne.
The CAO said this would not affect the cost
of bag tags or waste collection in Kaslo at
this point, and said he would advise council
right away if this changes.
• The Building Asset Management
Report will be discussed at the December
13 Committee of the Whole meeting. The
CAO said the report has “a lot of bad news,
which many of us suspected, but makes
constructive suggestions.”
• Council agreed to transfer a total of
$100,000 from the sewer utility operating
surplus to the sewer reserve fund by the end
of 2016. This was a recommendation in the
Fred Banham report, to use sewer surplus
funds to pay off the original 1998 sewer
debt five years early, in 2018.
• CAO Neil Smith reported that the
sewer project proposal for the provincial
Clean Water and Wastewater Fund would
have to be downsized. Through ongoing
review and professional advice, it has
become clear that any capital costs for
the sewer system will likely have to be
covered, in the near term, by the sewer
utility service alone (Specified Sewer Area
1). Council had hoped to contribute funds
to the project from the accumulated surplus
in the general operating fund. Without the
ability to draw from general revenues, the
sewer project will be downsized to just

getting necessary repairs done; it will not
include retrofitting the plant to prepare for
taking on Lower Kaslo once the Liquid
Waste Management Plan is completed.
Repairs to the sewer treatment plant’s
RBC media are necessary, as the media
is in the last stage of its expected 15-20
year lifespan. One section of the media
is in critical need of repair, while the
entire media will have to replaced in the
not too distant future. Council agreed
to hire Mearl’s Machine Works out of
Kelowna to do the $82,000 critical RBC
section repair in spring 2017, with the
understanding that the company will bid
on the RBC replacement project if the
Village’s grant application to the Clean
Water and Wastewater Fund is successful.
Brought forward from in camera was a
resolution to send a letter to specified sewer
area users outlining the options around the
necessary repairs to the treatment plant.
Also, True Consulting will be asked for
a final draft of Stage Two of the Liquid
Waste Management Plan for the December
13 council meeting, and a commitment to
have Stage Three submitted to the Province
by June 30, 2017. Finally, council will ask
that Stage Three address, in detail, how
Bylaw 859 (Sewer Specified Area 1) and
associated bylaws will be repealed and
replaced, drawing from the work of Fred
Banham Associates.

• Council will place $750 into the
public art reserve fund in 2017. Gillian
Froese was appointed to the Public Arts
Select Advisory Committee for a twoyear term.
• Councillor Lang reported that the
airport group has quotes for the fence gates
and is moving ahead on the website. They
are purchasing cameras so that weather
conditions at the airport will be available
on the site.
• Council travel expenses will be set
in line with the RDCK.
• Bylaw 1197 (Waterworks) was
amended to reflect a reduced metered rate
for institutional users, starting at $0.18 per
cubic metre from January 2017.
• Councillor Glorioso was
congratulated for recently attaining her
certification from the American Institute of
Certified Planners, the American Planning
Association’s professional institute.
• Councillor Glorioso reported that
proposed changes to the Emergency
Act are causing three main concerns
for local governments: downloading
of responsibilities from the provincial
government to local governments;
infringement on local governments’
authority over emergency plans; and police
powers. She said police may gain the power
to apprehend individuals who refuse to
comply with evacuation orders.

submitted
The Federation of Canadian
Municipalities recently noted that
broadband Internet access has become
“fundamental to modern life, and has the
power to transform rural and northern
Canada.” High-speed networks contribute,
the FCM points out, to economic growth
by improving productivity, providing
new services, supporting innovation,
improving market access and allowing
remote communities to communicate
effectively with themselves and the
rest of the world. Unfortunately, the
‘broadband gap’ remains a reality in
rural and remote communities, as some
are without broadband coverage while
others remain underserved by insufficient
bandwidth and network capacity to meet
rapidly evolving user demands.
Not the case in this neck of the
woods, thanks very much. Certainly, no
thanks to the industry giants who couldn’t
be bothered with sparsely populated
backwaters like Kaslo and the North
Kootenay Lake region. So, how on earth
has this isolated village and the rugged
region that surrounds it managed to
provide its citizens with big city bandwidth
at competitive prices? The answer, as usual
when it comes to rural solutions, lies with
a few good people – or in this case, a lot
of good people, too numerous to mention
in this brief article, coming together with
grit, determination, and a make-it-happen
attitude.
Twenty years ago, a few folks got
together and formed the non-profit Kaslo
infoNet Society (KiN), and set up a bank
of modems at JV Humphries School.
These provided a local dial-up Internet
number for people living in and north
of Kaslo who were previously unable to
connect, or unable to afford to connect
with toll charges. KiN charged $120/
year back then for a rickety service that,
at its best, provided users with 28.8 Mbps
connectivity. But at least they had a chance

to go online by dial-up without toll charges.
Fast forward to 2005 – after a flurry
of tenacious grant writing, KiN received
funding from Network BC, the BC
government, Columbia Basin Trust (CBT),
and an interest-free loan from the RDCK,
to expand its infrastructure. This allowed
KiN to build radio towers in the North
Kootenay Lake region, bringing faster
and cheaper bandwidth to deeply rural
residents. For the following six years,
the organisation’s primary focus was on
the rural areas around Kaslo, the village
itself being served by Telus and/or Telus
wholesaler NetIdea.
Seeing the lack of services, in a
bold move, CBT created the Columbia
Basin Broadband Corporation (CBBC),
with a mandate to acquire access to
big bandwidth and create a Basin-wide
network offering remote communities
like Kaslo access to fibre-enabled, highspeed Internet connectivity, something
increasingly accepted as a given in major
centres, but relatively unheard of in
isolated regions like ours. In late 2012,
CBBC approached the Village of Kaslo
and 37 other centres in the Basin with a
proposal to bring a 100 Mbps fibre link to
the Village Hall, at a cost of $750 a month.
The understanding was that the Village
would then be free to do what it might with
that bandwidth.
With the support of the Kaslo
Broadband Committee and KiN, Kaslo
Council accepted the CBBC offer, and
KiN stepped up to build a fibre system
in the business district, using it to make
truly high-speed Internet access available
to residents frustrated with the limitations
of Telus’ ADSL-based offerings and the
company’s poor service record in the
region. With a grant from SIDIT and The
Village of Kaslo, and investments from
KiN, construction was started. KiN was
able to begin building out both ‘air fibre’
and trenched fibre in and around Kaslo,
beginning in the spring of 2014, while

it sought funding, with the assistance of
CBBC, for its fibre expansion through
the federal Connecting Communities
program and the Northern Development
Initiatives Trust.
KiN is currently extending
underground fibre in Upper Kaslo and
areas to the south and north of the village,
and has significantly upgraded its wireless
service to customers living in the North
Kootenay Lake region. It is working with
CBBC to expand the fibre backbone from
the CBBC network to Kaslo and all the
way to Meadow Creek, providing rural
residents with the possibility of accessing
big city bandwidth at costs competitive
with metropolitan areas.
During the next few years, most of
the communities north of Balfour will
receive fibre service – as fast as the best
service available in major centres at rates
competitive with the best in the industry.
Until now $10,000 to $20,000 has left
north Kootenay Lake communities every
month for Internet service, to fill the coffers
of large corporations. As a local Internet
service provider, KiN spends its money
in local businesses and employs and trains
local residents in a fast-growing high-tech
industry. It is providing residents and
businesses with stable, high-speed Internet,
enabling individuals to earn their living
online while enjoying the benefits of our
beautiful and clean environment. Service
quality is better when it is provided by
local technicians, rather than someone in
a cubicle on the other side of the planet.
KiN does not attempt to lock its
customers into long-term contracts with
short-term ‘special offers’, but counts on
the better service it provides, its lower cost
over the years and the enormous capacity
of fibre-optic technology to keep up with
the ever-increasing demands of Internet
services. Fibre-served residences enjoy
increased property values, rentals and
accommodations are more desirable and
continued on page 11
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Kaslo celebrates Light-Up Saturday, December 3rd
submitted
Downtown Kaslo will be bustling
with all kinds of activities happening all
day and evening on Saturday, December
3 for the Kaslo Light-Up celebration.
Check out the craft fair at the Legion
from 10 am to 4 pm. A kids’ craft table
is happening from 2 to 5 pm in the Live
Art Shop next to the Bluebelle Bistro
alongside a youth centre, fundraising

Kaslo InfoNet
celebrates 20 years

continued from page 10
the service will never become obsolete
over the foreseeable future.
Stable, high-speed Internet access is
becoming as important to a community’s
well-being as access to electricity and
telephone. Without KiN, the north
Kootenay Lake region would have become
a digital backwater. KiN’s visionary
and hard-working volunteer Board of
Directors has created British Columbia’s
first rural fibre-optic-enabled communitycontrolled Internet service provider. KiN’s
innovative model is already proving to be
of interest to communities throughout the
Columbia Basin, and in time will spread
to the rest of rural BC.

gift wrap service.
The road will be closed at 3 pm to
create a festive market-style atmosphere.
The bonfire across from the hotel will
be lit at 4 pm. The stores are open late
and most are offering something special
to visitors.
The JVH exploration backpackers
will have for sale: hotdogs, veggie
dogs, fresh veggie snacks, hot cocoa, a
variety of teas, homemade sweets, i.e.
cookies, brownies etc. outside of Front
Street Market. The backpacking group
is raising funds to help them with the
costs of a week-long hike on the Juan
de Fuca marine trail on Vancouver
island next June. There will be carolers,
and live music at various locations in
downtown Kaslo.
Be ready to line up along the main
street for the parade, which starts at 6
pm. Participants are asked to line up

Unique gifts and
stocking stuffers for one
and all!
Ask about our Light Up
specials

Celebrate Light Up
with warm fragrant
herbal tea and tasty
snacks from us
Enjoy our in-store
specials all day
and join us for the
ceremony.

at the Moyie at 5:45 pm. Last-minute
participants are always welcome.
Immediately following the parade,
Santa and Mrs. Claus will be holding
Santa’s Workshop in the Live Art Shop
next to the Bluebelle Bistro, sponsored
by the Kaslo Youth Centre.

Commerce organizes the Light-Up
celebration every year. This year’s event
is sponsored by the generosity of the
Columbia Power Corporation and the
Village of Kaslo.

Eric’s Meat Market & Deli
Family-operated business for more than 75 years

• Instore Deli • Fresh Meat & Cheese • Import Items
• Fresh & Frozen Fish • Freezer Orders
• Party Trays made to order • Homemade Sausages

• Fresh Turkeys and Hams

425 Front Street • Kaslo, BC • 250-353-2436

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Come Celebrate
Light-Up in Kaslo!
Cornucopia
Light Up Special
— All Day —
Saturday Dec 3rd

Affordable Choices for Gift Ideas & Stocking Stuffers

400 Front. St., Kaslo • 353-9688

Front Street Market

One-stop shopping for all your holiday cuisine!

Made in Kaslo
Products are 10% Off
Regular Price
Drop by for a Coffee

404 Front Str., Kaslo

Front Street • Kaslo • 250-353-2331

Front St, Kaslo • 250-353-2566

Kaslo Light Up

Saturday, December 3
Front Street closed 3 pm - late
			
			• Parade starts at 6 pm

			 • Kids’ Crafting Booth
			 • Gift-wrapping by Youth Centre
			• Santa’s Workshop
• Bonfire
			and much more!
Kaslo and Area
Chamber of Commerce

The festivities culminate in a
ginormous bonfire at the top of the
street, which will be lit at 4 pm and
carry on til 8.
The Kaslo and Area Chamber of
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Local film festival announces People’s Choice award
submitted
The North Valley Mountain Film
Festival is partnering with three local
businesses to offer a People’s Choice
Award for the 2017 event. Valhalla
Mountain Touring (VMT), Ambler
Mountain Works and Ice Creek Lodge

have contributed towards the cash prizes
of $300, $200 and $100 for the best three
films voted by the audience at the March
4 event in Silverton.
“We hope this award will encourage
more Kootenay photographers and film
makers to make submissions to the North

Free Candy Cane Sno-Cones
on Merchants’ Night!
250-358-2592
100% local, serving our
community year round.
Thanks New Denver!
Scratch and save
10-50% Merchants’
Night!

Valley Festival,” said co-ordinator Myles
Berney, thanking the businesses.
“We receive excellent submissions
from local artists every year and
anticipate that the quality will continue,”
added Berney. “Our goals haven’t
really changed. We strive to provide
a community venue for emerging and
professional media artists to showcase
their work. We think that by offering
this award, and advertising in nearby
communities, we can provide that
homegrown grassroots vibe, while at the
same time expanding to a more regional
event.”
Submissions are now open for
the 2017 North Valley Mountain Film
Festival and will be accepted until the
January 31 deadline. The NVMFF is
looking for films or slideshows that
showcase passion for the outdoors or
the environment, preferably with a

Kootenay connection.
For submission guidelines and event
information, please visit the festival
website at northvalleyfilmfestival.com or
direct inquiries to northvalleyfilmfest@
gmail.com.
This annual celebration is made
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possible through the contributions of
local artists and volunteers, and this year
the NVMFF organizing committee is
thankful for support from Shon’s Bike
and Ski, Sufferfest and the Columbia
Basin Trust through the Community
Initiatives Funding Program.

KSCU New Denver’s 2016 CareWear funds of $580 went to the New Denver and Area Youth Centre
Society. Paula Shandro, the society’s coordinator, and seven New Denver youth went down to
the credit union to receive the cheque. Introduced in 2004, the Care Wear program gives KSCU
employees the freedom to dress casually every Friday – but at a price of $1. The Kootenay Savings
Community Foundation matches all contributions, and the funds are donated to a community group.

LESS to hold
shoe memorial

submitted
Lucerne School along with credit
union staff will hold a shoe memorial
December 9 at 11:15 am in front of the
Kootenay Savings Credit Union in New
Denver. This marks the culmination of
a social justice campaign at LESS that
started November 25 with the theme
‘Elimination of Violence Against
Women and Girls.’
Students, staff and community
members will lay down shoes in
front of KSCU, one pair at a time,
to remember those women who, due
to violence, are no longer with us.
Shoe memorials happen annually
in other towns and cities to create
awareness and remember all missing
and murdered women.
It has been 27 years since 14
female engineering students were
killed at Montreal Polytechnique.
December 6, the anniversary of that
massacre, is Canada’s National Day of
Remembrance and Action on Violence
Against Women.
The community is invited to join
in. If possible, bring a pair of women’s
or girls’ shoes, any shape, any style, to
contribute to the memorial, at any time
during the day. At the end of the day, the
shoes will be collected and donated to
a woman’s shelter or charity.
Violence against women affects
everyone, and everyone should be part
of the solution, say the students.

Advertise in the
Valley Voice
It pays!!!

• Call 358-7218 for details •

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

The Hidden Garden
Gallery
will be open on
Merchants’ Night
Come visit us and
enjoy some of our
local artists’ fine
work!
803 Kildare

NEW DENVER MERCHANTS’ NIGHT
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Come out to Merchants’ Night in New Denver Friday, December 9
submitted
Every December, the Slocan
District Chamber of Commerce hosts
Merchants’ Night in New Denver. This
year it’s on Friday, December 9 from
5 to 8 pm.
The stores in New Denver will be
open late for shopping and socializing.
Main Street will be closed between
Highway 6 and Josephine, but don’t
forget to veer off the beaten track.
Nuru Coffee Bar (serving brisket and
other treats) and New Market Foods
(offering 10% off) are open east of the
highway, and above the liquor store
on Josephine Street there will be an
artists’ studio open house you won’t
want to miss.
Santa will arrive by fire truck
outside KSCU at 6 pm, ready to
hear your Christmas wish list. New
Denver’s royalty and friends will be
serving free hot dogs, hot chocolate,
and goodies baked by Robin McNabb
at a table outside Kootenay Savings
Credit Union (KSCU). All the while,
members of the Community Choir
will be out caroling along main street
(Carolers: meet at 6 pm outside the
post office).
New Denver’s new farm to table

restaurant, The Village Hearth, will
be open for dinner, so consider calling
ahead for a reservation on Merchants’
Night. For the second year in a row,
the Outlet Youth Centre will be hosting
Merchants’ Night Cookie Decorating,
sponsored by New Market Foods.
Thank you to the Columbia
Basin Trust and the Columbia Power
Corporation for their ongoing event
sponsorship, making Merchants’ Night
possible. Just as important are our
local merchants and volunteers who

make this night a success. Merchants’
Night is a great time to shop locally,
supporting our local year-round stores
as the holiday season approaches.
Plus there’s a draw prize! Pick up
a merchants’ card at the Valley Voice,
have it initialed at all the shops listed,
and return it to the Valley Voice office
before the end of the night. The draw
for a basket full of items donated by
local businesses takes place at the
Valley Voice at 8 pm – another reason
to thank your local merchants!

Come join in the
cookie decorating

304 6th Ave
New Denver

The Donation Store
Main Street
New Denver

Raven’s
Nest
Holiday Sale

All Clothing – 10% Off
Everything else – 5% Off
through Christmas Eve
Open Tuesday-Saturday!

Open Late for
Merchants’ Night
Free Gift Wrapping

Rutabaga’s
Whole Foods

Main Street, New Denver

3rd
Annual

Merchants’ Night Special:

18-hour Smoked Texas Brisket w/ Maple
Baked Beans, Mac & Cheese, Sourdough
Bun, Dill Pickle & Vanilla-Peach Cobbler
$14 per person

513 6th Avenue, New Denver 250-358-2733
Proudly serving BC Wines & Beer

20% off everything in shop
5-8 pm

Thanks to
the Chamber,
Volunteers and
community

Welcome to all
from 5-8 pm to
enjoy Hot Cider
and Cookies!

Warm holiday wishes
to all our friends and
customers!

yarns • quilting • notions

We Y
Merchants’
Night!
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NEW DENVER MERCHANTS’ NIGHT DINNER SPECIAL
Pork or Bean Taco Plate with hand pressed tortillas – Regular Menu also available
All dinner guests can enter our draw for the chance to win a dinner for two (max $80 value)

– Live Entertainment –
Christmas gifts available for sale:
Village Hearth Gift Certificates and The Talking Spade local gardening book
Reservations recommended: 250-358-2449
The Village Hearth is a ‘farm to table’ restaurant, serving food grown and produced locally. It is a
project of the Healthy Community Society of the North Slocan Valley.

MERCHANTS’
NIGHT DEC 9
OPEN TILL 8:00 PM
10% OFF EVERTHING IN
THE STORE 5-8 pm
SAMPLING OF APPIES,
CHEESES
Please give to the Christmas food hamper box located
at the front of the store

New Market Foods
6th Avenue • New Denver, BC

250-358-2270
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NAKUSP CELEBRATION OF LIGHT
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People’s Pharmacy staffers Kylla, Shannon and Cheryl present a cheque for $1,000 to Bea Anton for the Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation’s annual Light Up
the Hospital Lights. The campaign is underway, with Pledge Day being December 2 at Overwaitea and the Broadway Deli. The goal is to raise $14,155 for a
wheelchair washer and an ankle brachial index system to assist with the detection of peripheral arterial disease.

Holiday Celebration Sale
One Day Only - Friday, December 3

30% off Ladies Wear
30% off Fabric (.50 min cut)
Open 9 am to 8 pm

416 Broadway, Nakusp • 250-265 3644

Mike George has retired from the Arrow Lakes Hospital
Foundation board. A founding director, he was very actively
involved in the work of the foundation from its inception
in 1981 until he stepped down at the AGM in August this
year. The foundation’s newsletter states: “His selfless
dedication and contributions he personally made to support
our hospital, its staff and the people of our community has
assured the success of the foundation in the future.”

Nakusp Waterfront Lighting Celebration!!

Looking for a Unique

Christmas Gift?

The Waterfront Lighting installation has been finally completed,
and we are going to switch it on for everyone to see!
The opening ceremony will take place:
When: December 17 (Saturday) at 4:30 pm
Where: Waterfront near the Boat Launch

The Nakusp Hot Springs has GIFT CERTIFICATES for its Chalets
and Hot Springs in the denomination of your choice.

Happy Holidays!

Nakusp Hot Springs Gift Passes:

Available in packs of 5 • Adults - $42.50 • Youth/Seniors - $40.00
Passes available for purchase until Dec. 31, 2016 at the Village Office.
For further information, please call 250.265.4528 or Village Office 250.265.3689.
The certificates can be purchased onsite at the Nakusp Hot Springs, at the Village
Office or by phone.

We hope you will
come and help us celebrate.
Coffee and hot chocolate
will be there waiting for you!!

Rotary

Club of Nakusp

COMMUNITY

December 1, 2016 The Valley Voice

15

Christmas light-up in the village of Slocan planned for December 4
submitted
The Spirit of Christmas
committee is preparing to celebrate
the third Christmas tree light-up in
the village of Slocan. This year the
celebration is on Sunday December

4 at 6 pm in the village square by
the library/wellness centre.
Each year the event grows, with
more people enjoying carolling
around the fire pits, hot chocolate
and gingerbread cookies and,

especially, Santa arriving on the
fire truck. Children should bring a
homemade ornament to hang on the
tree as well as their letter to Santa.
If the letter is addressed to: Santa,
North Pole, Canada H0H 0H0, and

if they put their return address on
it, they will receive a letter back
from Santa.
Anyone who wants to have
their home/yard/business entered
for the carolling wagon competition

can register that day. All who wish
to sing and do the judging from
the wagon should show up at the
Legion.
Everyone is most welcome to
participate and enjoy each event.

submitted
’Tis the season! Solstice,
Christmas, Kwanzaa, Hanukkah
– come sing and celebrate the
advent of winter.
On Sunday December 18, the
Vallican Whole Community Choir
invites you to join voices with the
biggest contingent of enthusiastic
and harmonic singers ever. Director
Sharon Lang contributes to the

energetic vibe of the choir every
week.
This seasonal concert and singalong is a five year tradition of
community spirit filled with music,
camaraderie and nibbles. Once
again a Doukhobor choir will
bring a multicultural flavour to the
afternoon.
Everyone is welcome to the
event, at the Vallican Whole

Community Centre, 3762 Little
Slocan South Road, from 3 to 5
pm. The choir will provide mulled
apple cider and sweet and savoury
goodies at this festive occasion
where cedar boughs will set the
stage.
Admission is by donation and
proceeds will be shared between the
Slocan Valley Food Bank and the
Vallican Whole Community Choir.

Supervised children are welcome at
this family affair.
Choir members look forward
to sharing the beauty of what they

have been learning, as well as filling
the air with familiar songs of the
season. Add your voices! Or just
come to listen.

Celebrate the season with song at the Vallican Whole Community Centre

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

K.F. Kootenay Furnace Ltd., proud recipient
of the 11th Better Business Award
& 14th Blaze King Award, would like to thank
our customers with a pre-Christmas PST
savings on any Wood Stoves in stock.
Call for models available: 250-355-0088

The Vallican Whole Community Choir invites one and all to the annual winter concert on December 18 at the Vallican Whole Community Centre, 3-5 pm.

First FLIKS of the new season at the Whole
submitted
Transpecos plays at the Vallican
Whole, Friday November 25 at 7:30
pm, the first FLIKS (Film Lovers
in the Kootenays) offering of the
season.
On a remote desert highway a
makeshift Border Patrol checkpoint
is manned by three agents. Flores
(Gabriel Luna) has an uncanny ability
to track. Davis (Johnny Simmons)
joined the Border Patrol with dreams
of romancing señoritas and riding on
horseback. Hobbs (Clifton Collins Jr)
is one of the old guard who believes
a college degree can’t stop a bullet.
It’s like most boring days, but
soon the contents of one car will
change everything. What follows
is a journey to uncover the surreal
secrets hidden behind the façade of
this lonely outpost. The end of the
path may cost them their lives along

a border where the line between right
and wrong shifts like the desert itself.
Desert, dilemma and a wee bit
o’ shoot’em up to get the blood
flowing, although nothing like

Django Unchained. The folks in
Kaslo loved it. See the trailer at
Facebook.com/FLIKS.ca.
The Vallican Whole is at 3762
Little Slocan S Road.

Katrine Conroy, MLA
Wishes everyone
Season’s Greetings
and a Happy New Year
for 2017
Katrine will be hosting a
Holiday Open House with
Richard Cannings, MP on

December 19, 2016
1:00 PM—5:00 PM
Light snacks and
refreshments will be
served!

Please bring a non-perishable item
for the food bank if you are able.

Remarkable Jewelry and Bags
Fun Home Decor and Clothing

318 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC 250-265-3288
Guest
House

SLOCAN PARK BRANCH
3014 HWY 6
SLOCAN PARK, BC
PHONE: 250-226-7212
FAX: 250-226-7351
ONLINE: WWW.HERITAGECU.CA

Castlegar Recreation Centre
2101 6th Avenue
Castlegar, BC

250-304-2783
1-888-755-0556

COMMUNITY
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Slocan celebrates phase two of JCP project
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
About 75 people came to
Slocan’s campground on November
21 to celebrate the completion of
phase two of the Slocan Tourism
Enhancement Project – another
giant step in Slocan’s transition from
mill town to eco-tourist destination.
“We are absolutely thrilled with
the outcome of this project,” says
Mayor Jessica Lunn.
This year’s project focused
on the waterfront and Slocan’s
campground. The berm at the
waterfront was brushed and
the breakwater was re-planked.
Retaining wall lock-blocks were
ordered and will be installed next
year.
The campground was expanded
and improved. Nine new sites
were created, although some
were not completed. Nineteen
sites were upgraded. Cement pads
were poured, picnic tables built,
and fire rings constructed. A new
loop road was built in the lower
campground, opening up an area
to motor homes that was accessible
only to smaller vehicles and tenters
before. A new wash station was
installed in the lower area. New
trails were constructed to connect to
the informal network of trails behind
the campground. Additional sites
were hooked up to water, electricity,
and the sani-dump.
The project also included
improving other areas of the village.
Expo Park was brushed and trees
limbed; public garden beds were
improved and repaired; a backboard
at the tennis court was constructed

BIGGEST
COLLECTION OF
MEXICAN AMBER
IN CANADA
Based in New Denver
Great Christmas gifts!

Wholesale prices - Call to view

604-338-7599

Grocery Equipment
Clearance Sale
Dec 3 and 4
10 am to 2:00 pm
rd

th

New Denver - 402 6th Avenue

Beverage refrigerators, freezers, industrial
oven, bread slicer, meat saw, coffee grinder,
all types of racks, counters for meat and
produce, ice cream fridges, dry goods
Please email us for details or viewing by appointment
theeldorado.newdenver@gmail.com

and installed.
In her speech at the open
house, Mayor Lunn spoke about
the drastic changes the Village has
gone through since 2011. When the
Springer Creek sawmill closed, the
Village lost 50% of its tax revenue
and the region lost more than 100
well-paying jobs. However, with
that crisis also came an opportunity
and it didn’t take long for others
to see the potential in Slocan, she
said. Once the mill was demolished,
there was “a tremendous increase in
visitors to our community – and to
our municipal campground.”
Understanding that the Village
needed to improve what it could
offer to visitors, Slocan started
on a three-year makeover last
year. Phase one of the the Slocan
Tourism Enhancement Project saw
the former forestry wildfire fighting
camp transformed into the Owl
Walk. Beside the rail trail, the Owl
Walk meanders through a lovely
enclave for the endangered Screech
Owls that nest in the area, and has
interpretive signage.
The project has been funded
through the provincial government’s
Job Creation Partnerships (JCP)
program. Funding is provided
for projects of benefit to the
community while creating jobs
to assist unemployed EI-eligible
clients with opportunities to gain
meaningful work experience. At the
open house, Mayor Lunn thanked
the Province, CBT, the Municipal
Insurance Association, and Sockeye
Enterprises for the financial support
for phase two. The total project cost
was approximately $122,000.
Slocan’s project employed one
manager and four participants,
who received training in safety
orientation, wildfire mitigation,
and surveying, and received
certifications in chainsaw safety,
first aid, CPR, and WHMIS. They
received career counseling from
the Kootenay Career Development
Society (the local WorkBC office).
JCP Participant Mike Beteau
says his new skills, work experience,
and career counseling have given
him “the confidence and drive to
move towards my dreams.” He
will use the skills he gained in
this project to help him start his
own business. He loves cooking,
and has applied to the Community
Futures program to start a food truck
business at the beach in Slocan. He
plans to use his new construction
experience to renovate his garage
into a home office and to build
picnic tables to set up by the food

truck.
Phase three is still in the planning
stage, but will likely include the

removal of the existing berm at the
waterfront and the installation of a
175-metre retaining wall with 40
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metres of handrails where the wall is
over deep water, and the completion
of the campsites started this year.

At the November 22 Kaslo council meeting, Mayor Hewat presented CAO Neil Smith with his certificate of membership of the Planning Institute
of British Columbia. Smith is now a registered planner.

Rhonda Bouillet and Lora Lee Brekke at the royalty table at the St. Anthony’s Christmas Flea Market at the Bosun Hall, November 26.

Castlegar Mayor Lawrence Chernoff, chair of the regional transit committee, was present with Councillor Leah Main, transit committee member,
and Silverton Mayor Jason Clarke to inaugurate the new bus stop in Silverton. Expanded service is on the way, says Chernoff. The Silverton Bus
Shelter was paid for by a partnership of BC Transit, Ministry of Transportation, and the Village of Silverton.

Healthy Community Society (HCS) board member John Fyke serves up turkey at the Harvest Feast, an annual community potluck hosted by
HCS. The event was held November 19 at the Silverton Hall, with more than 100 people attending.

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Nakusp council, November 17: Survey results are in

by Claire Paradis
• A summary of the results of the
recent citizen survey was presented to
council. Of 900 surveys made available
to residents, 212 were submitted, a return
rate of 24%. Village staff and services
received a B-average rating from citizens,
with the fire department receiving highest
marks on satisfaction. You can find the
summary in the November 17 agenda
package, posted on the Village website.
• After a very bear-heavy season,
staff and council are considering several
recommendations from WildSafeBC
Coordinator Bree Lilies, including
mapping fruit trees on Village property,
developing a garbage pick-up strategy
to reduce the presence of garbage as a
wildlife attractant, putting up signage
around campgrounds and other facilities,
and encouraging the removal of fruit
from citizens’ fruit trees. The Village will
also be replacing a few public garbage
cans with bear-resistant models each year
until they are all replaced. The cost of the
animal-proof containers prohibits their
wholesale replacement in a single year.
“I see this as a long-term project,”
said Director of Operations Warren
Leigh, “because some things are quite

expensive, like bear-proof garbage cans,
whereas other things like altering the
garbage route and times would be no
cost at all.”
• The highway bypass on First
Street that runs parallel to Broadway
Street will become the official
highway soon. Currently, the Ministry
of Transportation and Infrastructure
(MOTI) owns Broadway Street but the
Village and MOTI have been swapping
snow removal and maintenance on the
two streets for years. This has meant
that permissions for parades or roadwork
closures along Broadway have had to
go through the ministry, which is one
reason the Village would like to exchange
ownership of the two streets.
• You’ll be able to check your
email at the Galena Bay ferry terminal
in Spring 2017. As part of a provincewide partnership between the Province,
TELUS and ICBC, there will be free
Wi-Fi available at different locations
throughout BC. Councillor Ulli Mueller
recommended that council send a letter
to the Transportation Minister because
the service had been a request made at
UBCM.
• Council discussed a proposed code

of conduct for council members, with
Councillor Tom Zeleznik commenting
that although it was a great first step,
some amendments would make it better.
Councillor Ulli Mueller agreed. The code
of conduct was accepted for info and
referred back to staff for clarification and
incorporation of amendments.
• The 2015-2018 Village goals and
objectives have been updated, with
some of the highlights being training for
Village staff, lobbying for broadband in
the Village, setting up annual reserve
allocations for infrastructure and
utilities, and continuing with ongoing
projects to upgrade and maintain Village
infrastructure.
The Village updated its finance
policies as well, which among other
things means a slight increase in the
mileage rate paid to staff traveling on
Village business from $0.50 to $0.53
per kilometre. The Marina/Village
joint account is no more, so the policy
was rescinded. Also, the annual budget
process was seen as a procedure rather
than a policy, so the policy was rescinded.
• There were 29 people at the North
Road residents meeting about extending
water and sewer service to properties

by Art Joyce
American statesman Benjamin
Franklin once said, “Beer is proof that
God loves us and wants us to be happy.”
It’s an assertion microbiologist and
master brewer Frank Appleton would
likely agree with. Appleton has just
had his memoir, Brewing Revolution:
Pioneering the Craft Beer Movement,
published by Harbour Publishing.
Craft brewing is the popular term
now used to refer to the revival of smallscale or artisanal brewing, not home
brewing. Humans have brewed beer for
nearly 4,000 years, since the Sumerian
city-states in ancient Mesopotamia.
But with the introduction of industrial
brewing during the 19th and 20th
centuries and the quest for market
dominance by corporate brewers, much
of the traditional art had been lost prior
to the ‘micro-brewery’ movement that
began in the 1980s. What’s surprising
is just how early corporate brewers in
Canada had a monopoly. According to
Appleton, by the mid-’60s, the Canadian
Big Three – Molson, Labatt and Carling
– had a lockdown on Canadian beer
markets. The result was predictably
boring.
Appleton, who also wrote articles
for Harrowsmith and other magazines,
once wrote: “The stage had been reached
where all the big breweries are making
virtually the same product, with different
names and labels. Like tasteless white
bread and the universal cardboard
hamburger, the new beer is produced
for the tasteless common denominator.”
Appleton, who trained in England
as a microbiologist, understands the
brewing process on an almost molecular
level, and used his knowledge to great
effect. It’s this knowledge that also allows
him to speculate intelligently about how
the first Mesopotamians might have
‘discovered’ the art of beer brewing. And
it helped him understand that industrial
practices like pasteurization don’t just
kill germs. Modern brewing and bottling
plants are already pretty sterile places, so

adding pasteurization, Appleton writes,
was “overkill.” “The vitamins in the
beer were destroyed by the heating, and
we were altering the flavour – for the
worse.” Gradually this awareness spread
and now no commercial brewers use
pasteurization.
After emigrating to Canada from
Britain in the early 1960s, Appleton
first put his talents to work for Carling
breweries in Vancouver. But gradually
he became disenchanted by the corporate
culture’s insistence on profit over quality
and its callous treatment of employees.
So when he met John Mitchell, another
expat-Brit, the two were ready to
challenge the brewing establishment.
By this time Appleton had purchased
his Edgewood acreage and was just
starting to settle in, earning his living
as a journalist during the heyday of
magazine journalism. Their timing
was impeccable: ironically, corporate
attempts to infiltrate the British market
with bland Canadian lager had sparked
a ‘Real Ale’ revolution that spread all
the way back to Canada. Meanwhile the
corporate stranglehold on beer culture
had begun to change with the election
of the first NDP government in BC and
subsequent relaxation of liquor licensing.
Prior to that time, the Big Three colluded
on markets and even bottle sizes – those
of us of a certain age can still remember
the ugly brown ‘stubbies.’
Thus in 1982 was born Western
Canada’s first micro-brewery at The
Troller pub in Horseshoe Bay, with
Appleton as brewmaster. Their first
beer, Bay Ale, was brewed with mash
from a British malt and a yeast custom
cultivated by Appleton. It was an instant
hit. “The first full day, we sold six (kegs)
and rapidly realized we would have to
limit the pub to four kegs a day so as not
to run out of beer all the time.” Shortly
afterward, Mitchell and Appleton created
the now legendary Spinnaker’s Brewpub
in Victoria, the entire plant designed
by Appleton himself. The rest, as they
say, is history. Spinnaker’s is not only

a successful business over 30 years
later, its success has spawned countless
imitators across North America. Craft
brewing is now so well established that
it’s dizzying to look at the seemingly
endless, mouthwatering varieties on offer
in almost any liquour store. And today’s
brewpubs are far more inviting than the
“soulless, barn-like, male-dominated
‘beer parlours’” of yesteryear.
This is a well-written account that
chronicles both Appleton’s personal
story and the history of the craft brewing
revolution in Western Canada. It’s a rare
story of the ‘little guys’ triumphing over
mindless corporate forces, warming the
soul as much as a good craft brew.
Appleton will be available for book
sales and book signing at the Christmas
Fair held at Silverton Memorial Hall
December 3. The book is also available
through the usual channels such as
Amazon, but preferably at your local
bookstore. Like breweries, independent
bookstores focus on the craft of books,
not just the profits.

Craft brewing book by Edgewood author is a great read

up the North Road. Councillor Zeleznik
brought forth a suggestion from two
residents near the industrial area on
15th Avenue to transport water up to
properties needing it. Any changes to be
made will require an engineering report
to determine what is needed, added
Mayor Karen Hamling, the cost of which
would be roughly $100,000. And in order
for the study to go ahead, there needs to
be a ‘yes’ vote from at least 50% of the
property owners which must represent
50% or more of the assessed value of
the land and improvements in the local
service area. The current estimated cost
to residents in the area for water and
sewer is $4,920 per year per property
for 25 years.
• Kootenay Sufferfest is planning
a new event to coincide with the July
1 celebrations next year. The society
presented their plans for a 48-hour
race where participants must run a
six-kilometre course every hour either
on their own or as part of a team. The
proposed race course will be around
the baseball diamonds, beside the
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walkway and the beach, leaving the
thoroughfares open to regular pedestrian
traffic. Sufferfest requested to reserve
and pay for 15 camping spots in the
municipal campground, and asked for
waiving of the rental and lighting fees for
the baseball diamonds. Director of Parks
and Rec Terry Welsh told council that
with the 50% in-kind donation of rental
fees and the campground reservations,
the revenues from Sufferfest would still
be $872.50.
“Along with the revenue realized by
the Village, there are significant spinoff
economic benefits,” stated Welsh in his
report to council.
• The washout of the Rail Trail to
the east of Nakusp is getting worse, said
a letter to council. Because the Village is
not responsible for that area of the trail,
staff suggested the matter be referred
to MOTI.
• Online access to health records
will be coming to the Arrow Lakes
Hospital via MyHealthPortal in early
May. Patients will be able to look at their
x-rays and lab results online.

Alice Watson M.Ed. (Couns. Psych.) 250-265-3328

Counselling services available for individuals, couples, and families.
Experience a collaborative process of resolving grief and loss,
depression, anxiety, relationship challenges,
trauma, addiction, and life changes.

30th Annual Community Carol Sing

Come and start your Christmas Season by joining our choirs and
bands for an old fashioned Christmas get together and sing along.

Wednesday,
December 7
Doors Open at 6:30 pm
Concert at 7:00 pm
Nakusp Secondary
School Gym
Free Admission

sponsored by
the Nakusp
Rotary Club

Hamling, Wilhelmina
Hendrika (Miep)
February 19, 1923 –
November 5, 2016

“Miep” was born and raised in Holland during the
Second World War, and came to Canada as a
young adult, settling into the Nakusp area to start
a new life and raise a family of her own. Miep
was known best for her quick wit, “sassy” nature
and for her friendly and humorous disposition.
Those who knew her well will remember her love
of travel, shopping and her whimsical sense of
adventure. She was a long-time local church
member, who never hesitated when it came to donating her time and money.
Although Miep will be greatly missed, her memory will live on in the hearts and minds of all
those who were blessed with the opportunity to have known her. Miep passed away in Nakusp,
at the age of 93.
Edgewood author
& brewer
Frank Appleton
Available at most local book stores and on
Amazon.ca. Frank will attend the Xmas fairs in
Silverton Dec. 3, Edgewood Dec. 10. He can
supply a limited number of orders from home:
455 Robinson Road, RR #1 Edgewood BC V0G 1J0
250 269 7430
A signed copy is $25 plus shipping.

She is survived by her sons John (Karen) Hamling, Wally (Meghan Tulak) Hamling, daughter
Evelyn Hamling, her brother Cor (Isobel) Schafthuizen and her sister-in-law Dorine Heinze
Schafthuizen. She had eleven grandchildren, twelve great grandchildren and several great
great grandchildren. She had many nieces and nephews and extended family both in Canada
and in Holland. She was predeceased by her husband Ernie Hamling, her daughter Marina
Hirsche, her grandson Trevor Robberstad, her sister Cornelia Schafthuizen Galama and her
brother Josephus Schafthuizen.
In memory of Miep donations can be made to Nakusp and Area Community Foundation.
Arrangements are under the direction of Valley Funeral Home. Online condolences may be
expressed at www.valleyfuneralhome.com

COMMUNITY
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Kaslo Sourdough nominated for People’s Choice award
submitted
Small Business BC, the province’s
premier resource for entrepreneurs,
and the Insurance Bureau of Canada,
opened nominations and voting for
the 14th Annual Small Business BC
Awards on October 1.
Kaslo Sourdough has been

nominated for the Premier’s People’s
Choice Award. The Top 10 will be
announced as finalists on December
12, 2016. The winners of each category
will be announced on February 23.
The Small Business BC Awards
is the largest such competition in the

province. These awards recognize
the outstanding achievements of
BC’s entrepreneurs and celebrate
the contributions new and existing
businesses registered in BC, with
fewer than 50 employees, make to
their local communities and the global
economy.
The Premier’s People’s Choice
Award, sponsored by the provincial
government, is presented to a BC
business that can demonstrate that they
have the unwavering and loyal support
of their community.
Recipients of Small Business
BC Awards are recognized with the
Premier’s prize in the amount of $1,500

cash. The winners are also offered
a one-year all-access pass to Small
Business BC education, resources

and experts, and one-on-one business
mentorship opportunities with notable
advisors from the award sponsors.

submitted
Kootenay Co-op Radio started
with a few community minded
individuals dreaming of starting
a radio station for the people and
by the people. More than 15 years,
4,000 members and too many
hours to count of volunteer-run
homegrown radio later, Co-op
Radio is still here. And stronger
than ever.
To celebrate this momentous
occasion KCR is throwing a few
different birthday celebrations.
The first one is Ullr’s Stomp at

the Vallican Whole Community
Centre on December 3; doors
open to everyone, young and old,
at 7 pm.
The stellar line up includes The
Pocket Demons, DJ Lively Upp
(Forest Dweller), Rabs (Slocan
Valley), and DJ Olive (Brooklyn
& Nelson). We like to party and
we know all the right people to
make it happen.
Come dance the night away,
celebrate local independent media,
the power of the masses and pray
for snow.

submitted
LV Rogers High School’s
Amnesty group will host a Harry
Potter Gala December 10 to raise
money for the UN Refugee Agency.
The UN Refugee Agency
(UNHCR) protects the rights and
well-being of refugees all over the
world. Their efforts are currently
occupied in providing asylum,
safety and advocacy to refugees and
displaced persons from Syria, Iraq,
South Sudan and other war-torn and
dangerous situations. This event
is a great way to learn about and
raise funds for the UNCHR, while
enjoying a magical adventure to the
world of Harry Potter!
This year the film shown will
be Harry Potter and the Chamber
of Secrets. The event will be at
the Civic Theatre on Saturday

December 10, with doors opening
at 3 pm and the movie starting at 4.
Tickets can be bought at Otter Books
for $8-10.

Everyone is encouraged to come
in costume; there will be door prizes,
trivia, and other fun activities for
people of all ages!

gets underway at 6:30. Light snacks,
pizza and beverages for sale. Note:
this is an after-dinner event. Kids
get two complimentary treats and a
candy bag!
Back by popular demand is
circle dancing. Everyone is invited
to join in with Israeli circle dances,
led by our favourite, Haya Maor.
Dancing is even more fun with
live music, provided by the Nelson
Hanukkah Ensemble: Catherine
McGrath on accordion, and Nicola
Everton on clarinet.
But before we get to the dancing
portion of the evening, there is the
‘Coffee House,’ where we rest our
feet and listen to and maybe join
in on music performed by some of
our local artists. Rebecca Fudge is a
talented singer songwriter who will
accompany herself on piano as she
sings some of her own compositions.
Duo Sue Mistretta and Patrick
McGovern, cellist and guitar player/
singer respectively, are getting ready
to play John Lennon and Leonard
Cohen, with an improvisational
twist. Val Mayes, Larry Zaleski and
Haya Maor will enact the hilarious
skit ‘Hana Zelda,’ a tradition for
many at Hanukkah, and a favourite
of the younger set. More music
offerings are on the program from
Judith Maltz, Nancy Guise and Val
Mayes.
Six years of celebratory events?

Yes, the tradition started in 2011
with the Hanukkah stage show,
Dreidls, Demons and the Divine.
After four consecutive years of
Hanukkah themed performances,
eating and dancing, we were inspired
to welcome other traditions from
close to home and around the world
that celebrate the beginning of
winter.
Students from Lucerne School
will concoct a presentation
highlighting some of these winter

Kootenay Co-op celebrates 15 years

Harry Potter Gala at the Civic Theatre

Herb Couch and Michael Jessen were part of the crowd at Nelson’s ‘Stop Kinder Morgan’ vigil day on November 21.

Nelson holds ‘Stop Kinder Morgan’ vigil
submitted
Lined up with signs and banners
along Baker Street, the Kootenays
took part in the national ‘Stop Kinder
Morgan’ vigil day on November 21.
More than 48 communities
across the country held vigils to
push the message to the federal
government: ‘Trudeau: Reject
Kinder Morgan’. Ottawa is expected
to announce its decision on approval
of the tripling of capacity of the
Edmonton to Burnaby pipeline
before mid-December.

“This is the job of Canadians
right now,” said co-organizer Keith
Wiley. “Stop expansion of the tar
sands. Keep it in the ground. Stop
the pipelines.”
He pointed out that increasing
pipeline capacity and tar sands
production would make it impossible
to meet Canada’s commitments for
reducing carbon emissions.
Signs at the rally highlighted
the message: ‘Invest our tax $ in
Renewables, not stranded assets’,
‘Protect our coast’, ‘Real climate
leaders don’t build pipelines.’
For more photos and information
on climate saving action check
Facebook: Kootenays for a PipelineFree BC.

LV Rogers High School’s Amnesty group hosts a fundraiser Harry Potter Gala December 10 at the Civic Theatre.

Celebrate the Light! Coffee House and circle dancing in Silverton December 10
submitted
This is the sixth year that the
Slocan Lake Gallery Society is
throwing a “Celebration of Light”
event. The evening of music, dance
and theatre is on Saturday, December
10 at the Silverton Memorial Hall.
Doors open at 6 pm, and the program

Celebrate the Light!
Fun Family Event
Coffee House and
circle dancing

Saturday, December 10th
at The Silverton Memorial Hall
Doors open at 6:00 starts 6:30

With music and skits featuring
Rebecca Fudge, Sue Mistretta and Patrick McGovern, Val Mayes,
Larry Zaleski, Judith Maltz and more!
Special guests: the Nelson Hanukkah Ensemble with Catherine
McGrath and Nicola Everton

And back by popular demand: Jewish Circle Dances led by Haya
Maor. Put on those dancing shoes!

Admission (Suggested Donation): $10.00 adult, $5 child, $25.00 family
Treats, light snacks and beverages for sale.
Sponsored by Slocan Lake Gallery Society
www.silvertongallery.ca

holidays from around the world.
It seems that for a very long
time humans have been marking the
Winter Solstice, the longest night
of the year in northern climes, and
rejoicing in the return of the light.
’Tis the season of so many holidays,
so let’s celebrate!
Suggested donation: $10
adult, $5 child and $25 family.
Lower income pay what you can.
Children accompanied by an adult
are welcome. See you there!

Everyone is invited to join in with Israeli circle dances
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
FREE CD AND BOOKS - A Sound that
connects Heaven with Earth. eckankarbc.ca
AINSWORTH HOT SPRINGS Resort
will be closed for one day, Wednesday
December 7. The Resort will reopen at
our regular time on Thursday, December 8.
This one-day closure is to allow for a “Staff
Appreciation” event which will exclude
public access and patronage. We look
forward to welcoming our guests again
on December 8 with renewed enthusiasm.
SHOE MEMORIAL December 9 at 11:15
am at KSCU. Join Lucerne School and
KSCU to remember all women who have
been victims of violence. Bring a pair of
shoes to donate. More info: contact Lucerne
School 250-265-3638.
CHILDREN & FAMILY PHOTO
CONTEST! The West Kootenay Early
Years Council is upgrading our website.
We are hosting a photo contest to showcase
local families on the new website. We are
collecting high quality photos of kids (0-6

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

years) and families engaged in outdoor play
or recreational activities, reading, playing,
cooking, crafting or just being happy and
healthy together! The final selections will
be featured on the new wkearlyyears.ca
site and will be entered in a draw for two
$50 gift cards. Please send your photos to
alison@thekoop.ca by December 23, 2016.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be
your own boss with help from the Self
Employment program at Community
Futures! Through this program you will
receive business plan instruction and
ongoing business training and coaching
while you start your business. And if
you’re eligible you will usually also receive
financial support for the first year. To learn
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or
expanding your own business? If so, call
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CLASSIFIED ADS

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

THE NORTH VALLEY MOUNTAIN
FILM FESTIVAL is now accepting
short films and slideshows for our 2017
event. Deadline for submissions is January
31st, 2017. For submission guidelines
and event information visit www.
northvalleyfilmfestival.com or email us at
northvalleyfilmfest@gmail.com

CARD OF THANKS

ART PARTY is fantastic because of its
layers of artists, patrons, and contributors.
Too many to thank personally in this tiny
space. Your participation was tremendous.
Thank you for coming out, for your smiles,
costumes, and dance moves. What an
incredible community we live in!

COMING EVENTS

BURTON CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR,
December 3 from 11 am-3 pm at the Burton
Hall. Luncheon available. Sponsored by
Burton Seniors.
GROCERY EQUIPMENT
CLEARANCE SALE: December 3
and 4, 10 am-2 pm. New Denver - 402
6th Avenue (former Eldorado Grocery
Store). Details or by appt theeldorado.
newdenver@gmail.com

ART STUDIO OPEN HOUSE. Artwork for
sale by Morgen Bardati and Nadine Stefan.
Open for Merchants’ Night, Dec. 9 from 5-8
as well as Saturday and Sunday from 10 - 3.
Studios located above the liquor store.
R O S E B E RY PA R K L A N D S
Development Society AGM on Saturday,
December 10, 2016 at 4 pm at Knox Hall
in New Denver. Memberships available at
the door or call 250-358-2590.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! New
Year’s Eve Dance at the Silverton
Memorial Hall December 31st 2016.
Music by DJ Lisa Stomp • Tickets $20
each which includes a light midnight
lunch and a chance to win the $150 door
prize! TICKETS ARE NOW AVAILABLE
AT: Silverton Building Supplies and
Mountainberry Foods. See our ad in the
December 15th edition. Sponsored by the
Silverton Community Club.
COME FOR LAUGHS! ‘Seussified
Christmas Carol’ by Peter Bloedel. A
play performed by grade 4-5-6 Lucerne
students. Bosun Hall Thursday, December
1 at 5:30. Hot dog and popcorn concession.
Friday, Dec. 2 at 7 pm. No concession.
Admission by donation.

ESTHETICS
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DI’S
ESTHETICS

FULL SERVICE
SALON
WINLAW
250-226-7318

REAL ESTATE
Christina Harder
Realtor®

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax
www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Open Thurs - Sun

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Bill Lander
Realtor®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley
for the 14th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson,
Kaslo & Trail

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

HEALTH FOOD

Rutabagas

Holiday Sale
Everything 5 - 10% Off
Open Tuesday - Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Closed Sunday - Monday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

Whole Foods Market
New Denver, BC
316 Main Street
250-358-7900
ORGANIC PRODUCE • NATURAL
MEDICINES • VITAMINS • SUPPLEMENTS
AND MORE
Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

GIFTS
Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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COMING EVENTS

NEW YEARS EVE DINNER & DANCE
at the Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold St.
Slocan. Doors open at 7 pm & a 3 course
dinner served 7:30-9 pm. Tickets: $25 ea.
(members $20 ea). Dance only after 9 pm
$15 (members $10). Dinner tickets must be
purchased by Dec. 26 at Mountain Valley
Station or phone 250-355-2672 to reserve.
Music by John Cresswell & Mixed Bag
- ballroom to rock & more! The Legion
welcomes members & guests.
VALLICAN WHOLE COMMUNITY
CHOIR’S SEASONAL SING-ALONG AND
CONCERT: Sunday, Dec. 18, 3-5 pm. Vallican
Whole Community Centre, 3762 Little Slocan

AUTOMOTIVE

South Rd. Directed by Sharon Lang, w/special
guest a Doukhobour choir. Mulled apple cider
and sweet & savory goodies will be provided at
this festive occasion, cedar boughs will set the
stage. Admission by donation, proceeds shared
between Slocan Valley Food Bank and Vallican
Whole Community Choir. It is a family affair,
supervised children are welcome.
T H E VA L H A L L A F I N E A RT S
SOCIETY is holding its Annual General
Meeting, Sunday, Dec 4 @ 2 pm. Please join
us at the Hidden Garden Gallery to review
this year’s programs and plans for 2017.
WHOLE SCHOOL BLUE MOON
COFFEE HOUSE FUNDRAISER!
Saturday, Dec 10 at 5:30-10:00 pm at the
Vallican Whole Community Centre! Music,
Indian dinner, bake sale, silent auction, &
kids crafts. Admission $3 (kids 12 and
under free). Dinner $10/adult, $5/child.
250-226-7737 for info.
WIDE SPOT takes a turn into BLUE
CHRISTMAS on December 11. If the holidays
are hard for you – you’re missing a loved
one, struggling with depression or simply
feeling overwhelmed – you’re not alone.
BLUE CHRISTMAS is a time of reflection,
remembrance and support. 4-6 pm at The

CLASSIFIED ADS

Village Hearth; music by Freya; Tree of Life;
time for silence, writing, listening. Doors open
at 3:45; free childcare at the Youth Centre. No
cost dinner to follow. BLUE CHRISTMAS is
sponsored by the New Denver Hospice Society
and Turner Zion United Church of Canada.
Questions? 358-7904.

FOR RENT

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: Selfcontained office space approximately 20’ x
25’ available at 210 Lake Ave. in Silverton,
BC. $325.00 per/month + Utilities. Call
250-358-2293.
WANTED TO RENT: 3 bedroom 2+
bathroom modern furnished home. Would
be used 6-10 days per month from December
to end of March. Must include appliances
and utilities, hot tub and Wi-Fi would be
appreciated. References available. Home
will be maintained by local housekeeper.
Call, email or txt photos a must. 778-2155057 / chris@blocksplus.com
2 BEDROOM SUITE in Nakusp available
January 1/17. $600 month plus your own
hydro. Call or text me 250-503-6137.
FOR SALE AND/OR RENT THIS
WINTER SEASON. Beautiful, comfortable
& efficient guest house on 2 acres. Fully

furnished & equipped, 5 min. from Silverton.
www.slocanlakemountaincottage.com 250231-2174.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals.
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
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SWEDISH RELAXATION MASSAGE
& REIKI hands-on-healing with Agnes.
Special intro 1.5-hour massage-$40. 29
years experience. Reiki classes.

IN MEMORIAM

FOUND

COAT FOUND on 6th Ave, New Denver on
Nov. 9 (?). Call to identify. 250-358-7703.

HEALTH

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD
JOURNEY: Monday morning 9-10:15 and
Thursday afternoon 4-5:15. Honour your
body by reducing stress, building strength,
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come
and share mindfulness and the exultation
of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai
massage for $50. Experience an ancient
physiotherapy method for body/mind
wellness. Available by appointment in the
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

IN MEMORY OF LYLA (18) AND JOEL
(19) who lost their lives in a tragic car
accident December 5, 2013. Remembering
your smiles and laughter has helped us
survive another year without you. Forever
in our hearts.

• BICYCLE

LARRY’S REPAIR

513 PARK AVE., SLOCAN
(formerly SLOCAN AUTO)

250-355-2632
We do automotive from A - Z

It’s fall, time to service your snow
blower - Ken Hart can help
8845 Hwy 31 • Shutty Bench • 250-353-2800

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

ENVIRONMENT
info

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

CLEANING

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca
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IN MEMORIAM

IN LOVING MEMORY
Matthew George
Aug. 20, 1969 - Dec. 7, 2003
There is a bow within the rain
And it will come and bend again
And colour shine where we have been
together.
C. McDade
The memory of you is bright and joyful.
IN LOVING MEMORY OF WAYNE
GEROW, 1938-Nov. 23 2013, from
Theresa and all her family.
(a portion of Voices United #644)
“I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there
when you are old
I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your
life unfold.
I was there when you were but a child with a
faith to suit you well
...If you find someone to share your time and you
join your hearts as one
I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme from
dusk til rising sun.
...When the evening gently closes in and you shut
your weary eyes,
I’ll be there as I have always been with just one
more surprise.”

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR DRUGS becoming
a major problem in your life? AA, NA and
ALANON meetings happen in the area.
For information on AA meetings contact in
New Denver: 358-7158; Nakusp 265-4216;
Kaslo 353-2658; South Slocan 226-7705;
Playmor Junction 359-7310. For on NA
meetings contact in New Denver 358-7265.
For information on ALANON meetings
contact in New Denver 358-7904 and in
Slocan 226-6871. If you don’t get through
when you call, please try another number.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning
for death and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250352-6008 preventeldRabuse@sbdemail.
com / www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.
NOTICE: SELKIRK SNOWCAT
SKIING is implementing its ski season
Signage Plan to direct snowmobilers to
permitted terrain on Meadow Mountain.
Ski season snowmobile restrictions are
in force Dec 1, 2016 - April 16, 2017.
Full details available online at www.
selkirksnowcatskiing.com/signage-plan/
or by calling 1-800-799-3499.

PETS

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE –
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area
and river swims. Call now to book your
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
DOES YOUR DOG OR PUPPY frustrate
you? Would you like to have the dog of your
dreams? Would you like to confidently go

CLASSIFIED ADS

anywhere with your dog? We can help. Go
to www.proudofmydog.ca to find out how.

REAL ESTATE

ACREAGE WITH HOUSE on 6.75 acres
for sale in fire protection area of Silverton.
Mobile home with addition – currently
rented. Good access and services. 250358-2756.
FOR SALE AND/OR RENT THIS
WINTER SEASON. Beautiful, comfortable
& efficient guest house on 2 acres. Fully
furnished & equipped, 5 min. from Silverton.
www.slocanlakemountaincottage.com 250231-2174.

SERVICES

DI’S ESTHETICS: Full Service Salon from
manicures and pedicures to facials and lash
tinting, and everything in between! Winter
Prep Special – 15% off all services. Refer
a friend and get 10% off your next service,
your friend will get an additional 10% off
their first booking, too! Visit Di’s Esthetics
Facebook page for full menu, prices, etc. Call
for appointments: 250-226-7318.
SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows,
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high
performing windows by Gentek. We also
have lots of wood and metal doors in stock.
Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus,
Bell, Xplornet etc; antennas, boosters, home
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James,
250-226-7236, tjfworks.ca
LANDLORDS: FORGET THE
HASSLE. Peace of Mind Rental
Management will screen applicants, collect
the rent, inspect at regular intervals, answer
tenants’ emergency calls, and arrange for
repairs. 15 years of experience as landlords

of three properties. Put our knowledge to
work for you! 358 area only. 250-358-2119
or kaytrin@netidea.com.
PERSONAL COUNSELLING with Sue
Mistretta, M.A. in Silverton and Winlaw. 19
years of counselling experience. Phone 250358-2177 or email soulgarden58@gmail.
com to book a free 30-minute consultation.
Visit www.handandsoul.ca for more details.

OBITUARY

THAILAND — FRANK JAMES
ARMSTRONG, age 84, died of a heart
attack on October 19, 2016 in the San
Sai District of Chiang Mai following
a lengthy illness. The son of Tom and
Dora Armstrong, he was born in Elbow,
Saskatchewan on November 7, 1931, and
grew up in Outlook Saskatchewan. He
became a resident of the Slocan Valley in
1973 and lived there for many years.
Frank was predeceased by his parents
and sisters, Eva Bruneau and Joyce Fox.
He leaves his wife of 12 years, Somjit
Armstrong; son Tom Armstrong and
daughter-in-law Lisa Farr; daughter Kay
Armstrong and step-daughter Tik Rattanang
along with 4 grandchildren; 3 greatgrandchildren and many good friends.
He met his first wife, Gwen Armstrong,
in Outlook and they were married in 1955.
In his early years, Frank farmed with his
father Tom in Saskatchewan, and eventually
became an electrician. Following a back
injury, he enrolled at the University of
Saskatchewan and earned his teaching
credentials in 1968.
Frank had many hobbies and interests
and was never afraid to take a risk. A
lifelong Social Democrat, he dabbled in
politics and was an environmental activist
in the 1960s. In 1978, he joined Alcoholics
Anonymous, and remained a faithful
member of AA for the next 38 years,
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attending meetings all over the world. He
helped many people find sobriety over the
decades. A celebration of his life will be
held in the spring of 2017 in New Denver,
BC, more information to follow.
SYLVAIN (SLY) BRILLON
Oct 28, 1970 – Nov 21, 2016
Born in Haileybury, Ontario, Sly grew up in
nearby New Liskeard as part of a very large
and loving French-Canadian family. Being
adventurous, fearless and determined, Sly
came out West in 1992 in his VW van
with his faithful dog Mingus. He lived and
worked throughout BC, eventually making
his home in Slocan. He started working in
the tree planting industry and then, along
with his friend Mike Naylor, built a sawmill
and small construction company which
grew to become Sockeye Enterprises. As an
entrepreneur, Sly helped many people and
was always willing to give them a chance
to advance themselves.
Sly lived life to the fullest; when not
working, he was a great BBQ host and loved
to go boating, skiing, hiking, sledding,
travelling and attending music festivals.
He was a loyal, loving and generous son,
brother, uncle and friend. In lieu of flowers,
please send donations to the Slocan Valley
Seniors’ Housing Society (svhousing.ca),
a project dear to his heart in the town that
he loved. There was an open house at his
home in Slocan on Saturday, November 26
from 10 am to 3 pm.
Online condolences may be expressed
at www.thompsonfs.ca
Megan Johnson of Thompson Funeral
Service has been entrusted with the
cremation arrangements.

Personal Classifieds
start at $8.00
email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Nakusp Redi-Mix

serving the Kootenays since 1973

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVE WEATHERHEAD
250-265-4311 (ph)
nakuspredimix@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

www.manciaconstruction.ca

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Leaf Cabinetry

mobile

BONDED Journeyman carpenter • Licenced
(Canadian) Sub-contractor • Licenced (US) Contractor.

Darrell A. Olsen
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

250-358-7721

K&A

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMINUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE.
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS
GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Box 595 Nakusp, BC
Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0		
Phone: 250-265-4621
email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations
of Wood Burning Appliances
WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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Lucerne students take swimming lessons in Castlegar
submitted
The 43 Lucerne students in
grades 1-6 rode the bus to Castlegar
once a week for seven weeks this fall
to complete a level in swimming.
More than half of the students
had never had a formal swim lesson
before. Formal swim lessons go
through ten different levels. Most of
the New Denver area students are
below level four, while 12 are level
5 or 6, and one is in level 8.
Many said they appreciated
learning the skills in the pool, and
found they were more successful
in improving technique in the pool
than in the lake. “But this is not an
attempt to replace the lessons in the
lake,” says Lucerne teacher Katrina
Sumrall. “We certainly hope to
continue the summer lake lessons,
but it was great to be able add to the
skill foundation for our local youth
at the pool this fall.”
In addition to taking swimming
lessons on the weekly trips to

Castlegar, the students had the
opportunity to ice skate, visit
Castlegar Fire Department, explore

Marguerite Thring (nee Campbell), devoted and loving mother, grandmother,
great grandmother and active community
member passed away peacefully at Minto
House, Arrow Lakes Hospital in Nakusp
on Remembrance Day, November 11th,
at the age of 91. Marguerite was born
on a farm near Fairlight, Saskatchewan
on June 1, 1925, the third child and first
born girl to Leslie Roy Campbell and
Hazel May Campbell (nee Nesmith). In
1935, the Campbell family made their
way to British Columbia, buying a dairy just outside of the scenic community of
New Denver in the West Kootenay region of the province. It was at this dairy, the
Campbell Ranch, nestled against the backdrop of Goat Mountain that Marguerite
and her three brothers spent their childhood, blessed with a view of Slocan Lake,
the Valhalla Range and the New Denver Glacier. Marguerite loved to tell stories of
her three brothers, her walks to and from school in New Denver, and her pitching
days for the girls’ softball team. After high school graduation, Marguerite travelled
to Regina where she attended commerce school and this led to a job as a teller at
the Bank of Montreal in Trail in the late 1940’s. In the meantime, Walt Thring, also
a native of New Denver, returned from his overseas duty for the Canadian Armed
Forces to a job at Cominco. After a year-long courtship, Walt and Marguerite were
married. They moved back to New Denver, purchasing a grocery store, Thring’s
Shop Easy Market. Their three children, Doug, Leslie Ann and Shelley were born
and raised in New Denver. Community service was important to both Marguerite
and Walt before and after retirement. Marguerite worked as secretary to the New
Denver Hospital, the Ministry of Social Services and finally as secretary for Kam
Kotia/Dickinson Mines. Walt and Marguerite enjoyed traveling and escaping
Kootenay winters in Arizona. In 1989, Marguerite’s (age 63) world collapsed when
Walt passed away suddenly at the age of 71. Marguerite filled the void by spending as much time as she could with her grandchildren, doing volunteer work, and
singing in the Valhalla Community Choir and Golden Oldies Singers. At the age
of 89, Marguerite moved into Minto House at Arrow Lakes Hospital. She passed
away peacefully, her daughter Shelley at her bedside. Marguerite leaves her three
children, six granddaughters, eight great grandsons and one brand new great
granddaughter. The Thring family would like to thank Dr. Brian Skrenes and Dr.
Michael Maiger at Slocan Community Health Care Centre, Dr. Norm Lea and the
Minto House staff at Arrow Lakes Hospital in Nakusp, for their excellent care over
the years. Special thanks to the many, many thoughtful and caring friends and
acquaintances in New Denver and area who made Marguerite’s life as special as
it was. Thanks as well to everyone in Nakusp who made Marguerite’s transition
from her beloved home in New Denver easier by welcoming her to their community.
A CELEBRATION of Marguerite’s
life will be held at
the Bosun Hall in
New Denver on
JULY 29TH, 2017 at
2:00 pm; everyone
who knew her
is welcome
to attend.

Zuckerberg Island, and enjoy a
celebration day with a cake from
Fomi’s and lunch at a Castlegar

restaurant.
Swim lessons were supported
with funds from Hills Rec Society,
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Rec Commission #6 and Lucerne
PAC. Parents also contributed to the
cost of the lessons.

Lucerne School students took weekly swimming lessons in Castlegar this fall.

Nakusp Rotary Club President Dan Nicholson bribing his way out of jail at the annual Jail and Bail fundraiser for the Nakusp and Area Community
Foundation (NACF), held at the PALS Creative Hands Craft Fair on November 26.

Members of the Nakusp Rail Society gathered at the caboose recently to accept a grassroots grant of $1,000 from Jen Walker-Larsen of BC
Hydro. She said the company was pleased to support the society in its efforts to celebrate the area’s railway history and educate the public about
the importance of railway safety. The Rail Society said it looks forward to completing the interpretive information in the coming months.

Wilderness Committee
presents Toad People

The Wilderness Committee is
taking the documentary film Toad
People on a BC-wide tour.
Toad People is an inspiring
documentary about communities
across BC fighting to protect species
at risk, such as the western toad and
barn owl. The documentary features
stories from citizens in Summit Lake,
where western toads are at risk during
their annual migration across a busy
highway and in Chilliwack, where
people are working to protect barn
owls displaced by urban development.
The documentary premiered at
Simon Fraser University this week,
and will go on tour soon.

Slocan Valley artist and now author Barbara Brown launched her new book Sylvan Reflections
at the Hidden Garden Gallery the evening of November 17. Filled with her beautiful paintings,
poems and musings, the book is available at Raven’s Nest Gifts, New Denver; Otter Books,
Gaia Rising and Touchstones in Nelson; Kootenay Gallery and Café Books in Castlegar.
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Low cost dental care at TEETH satellite in Nakusp
submitted
Families with an income
under $30,000 can now get a
break on their dental bills without
having to travel to Nelson. A
new TEETH satellite clinic has
opened in Nakusp, at Dr. Don
DeSandoli’s Saddle Mountain
Dental Clinic. There are also new
satellite clinics in Trail as well as
a mobile dental hygiene service
provided by RDH Andrea Noel.
West Kootenay Community
TEETH Clinic Society has been
providing low cost dental care
since 2014. In January it won
first prize in Pacific Blue Cross’
75th Anniversary ‘Share the Care
Giveaway’ which enabled the
board to create partnerships to
increase access to care in outlying
areas from Nelson.
The primary location for
TEETH services is Dr. Matthew
Osepchook’s dental office in
Nelson, when his own practice
is closed.

Clients interested in seeking
dental services from TEETH
clinics must first register to
become a client. There are various
intake locations throughout the
Kootenay-Boundary region
where trained volunteers
can assist individuals in the
registration process. Applications
are also available online at www.
healthco-op.ca. Once you are
a registered client either the

TEETH administration staff or
the satellite dental clinic staff
will call you to set up your initial
dental appointment. No walk-ins
will be accepted; all appointments
must be pre-arranged.
For more information,
such as intake locations or
how you can get involved in
a partnership, please contact:
TEETHClinicWK@gmail.com
or 250-352-6560.

Dr. Desandoli and his staff at the Saddle Mountain Dental Clinic in Nakusp. The clinic has partnered
with the West Kootenay Community TEETH Clinic Society to increase access to dental care.

WE Graham Community School PAC Chair Maegan Deighton and PAC members accept a donation from John Gates, past
president of the Slocan Valley Legion Branch 276. The donation will go towards expenses for the swim and ski programs
at the school. These programs are offered to all students regardless of the parents’ ability to pay the fees, and supports the
students in leading healthy lives and learning essential skills that will benefit them while living in our lakeside community.
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