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by Jan McMurray
Jewett and Winlaw Schools will 

stay open – but community engagement 
around ‘underutilization’ and ‘deferred 
maintenance’ will continue in Meadow 
Creek and probably in the Slocan Valley, 
too.

At the July 5 meeting of the 
School District 8 board of education, 
the board considered closure of six 
schools. After giving first and second 
readings to bylaws closing Yahk, Salmo 
Elementary, Trafalgar and the Creston 
Education Centre, the board passed 
motions to accept the Rural Education 
Enhancement Fund (REEF) money from 
the Province to keep Jewett and Winlaw 
Schools open.

On June 30, the Province announced 
the approval of REEF funding for 
Jewett ($46,947) and for either Winlaw 
($347,142) or WE Graham ($295,532). 
The funding has been approved for 
the 2017-18 school year, as the board 
was contemplating closure of the two 
schools in September 2017. The funding 
amounts are estimates, and are based on 
the amounts the school district would 
save if the schools were to close. An SD8 
press release states that the ministry will 
provide REEF funding for only one of 
the Slocan Valley schools because it is 
extremely unlikely that both would close.
Jewett School options to be 
explored

Trustee Dawn Lang put forward 
the motion regarding Jewett School – to 
accept the REEF funding and defer the 
closure of the school until the REEF 
funding ceases, and to continue to 
explore options for divesting the school 
building while maintaining a public 
school program in the community.

“The community clearly told 
us, ‘don’t take the school out of the 
community; don’t bus our kids to Kaslo, 
don’t put our kids in a portable,’” Lang 
said. “This motion allows the school 
presence to remain in the Lardeau Valley. 
Primary students would not be bused…”

Lang said the motion “maintains 
the momentum of the discussion with 
the community and we can keep talking 

Jewett and Winlaw Schools to remain open thanks to REEF funding
about right sizing… We are trying to 
figure out a way to keep programming 
in that community, but not just at the 
underutilized facility.” She mentioned 
possibilities of transferring ownership of 
the school to a community partner, and 
of a revenue stream for the hall.

Only Trustee Curtis Bendig voted 
against the motion. He felt it wasn’t wide 
enough in scope, and said that achieving 
stability was the biggest challenge in 
the Lardeau Valley. “We spent a lot of 
time talking about communication and 
dollars and cents, and not enough time 
talking about how we can best meet our 
students’ needs out there. We didn’t delve 
into the hard questions about how small 
a school can be before we can’t meet 
students’ needs.”
Winlaw School motion: no 
strings attached

Slocan Valley Trustee Sharon 
Nazaroff ’s motion to accept the 
REEF funding for Winlaw School for 
2017-18 and subsequent years passed 
unanimously.

She summarized the community’s 
“abundance of feedback” – Winlaw 
Elementary is a school of choice in 
the Slocan Valley, is near capacity at 
89%, is in relatively good repair, has 
extensive support of the community, is 
an early years hub in the valley, supports 
vulnerable students, and attracts students 
who would otherwise be homeschooled. 
She also said the government has 
indicated that the REEF funding will 
be ongoing.

Several trustees were not as 
optimistic about the sustainability of 
the REEF funding, and spoke about the 
importance of continuing the discussion 
in the Slocan Valley.

Trustee Wright said he felt very sad 
for the Slocan Valley because this is the 
third time since he has been a trustee 
that the board has tried to address the 
challenges in the north valley. “This 
will come up again,” he said. “There 
are two schools 15 miles apart and one 
is underutilized and one is overutilized.”

Trustee Bendig said that during 
the public consultation, one person 

challenged the board to strengthen the 
Slocan Valley family of schools, “and 
that’s what I think we should do.” He 
said the REEF funding is “not a silver 
bullet. Let’s continue this conversation 
and find a stable, long-term solution for 
the Slocan Valley.”

Trustee Lang proposed to add to the 
motion: “and to continue the community 
engagement process with the goal 
to increase space utilization by June 
30, 2018.” The proposed amendment 
failed, but not before Trustee Nazaroff 
spoke adamantly against any conditions 
attached to her motion to keep the school 
open. 

“Today, we are talking about 
Winlaw Elementary School, and the 
community has given us every reason 
to support keeping it open… We would 
be doing them a disservice by saying 
it’s up to them to figure out how WE 
Graham will be full.” She said the social 
licence the board had started to build 
with the community would falter if 
there were any stipulations or timelines 
in the motion. 

“This community has been 
extremely proactive. They have sent 
letters. Part of their advocacy is why we 
got REEF. If we keep building our social 
licence, this is the group that will help 
us with the Province. The Province has 
launched the Rural Education Strategy 

and these are our families that can help 
us get there. Minister Bernier said he 
has seen that government funding for 
education has created challenges, so 
that’s where our conversation needs 
to go.”

Chair Trenaman gave notice that 
she would put forward a motion at a 
subsequent meeting about continuing 
the conversation on sustainability in the 
Slocan Valley family of schools with the 
community as well as with the RDCK 
Area H director, who has expressed an 
interest in working with the board.

During public question period, 
several Winlaw and a couple of Slocan 
community members spoke, underlining 
the divisiveness of this issue in the 
Slocan Valley. 

“It’s not Winlaw’s burden to bear 
the underutilization of WE Graham… 
I want to see that community step up to 
be more involved in the conversation,” 
said one woman. 

A Slocan parent said it was “unfair 
and conflict provoking” to insinuate that 
Slocan does not have a voice or involved 
parents.

Other members of the public 
focused their comments on the provincial 
government. Area H Director Popoff 
said he would work with the Province 
to ensure that the REEF funding is 
sustainable. “We know where the 

problem is – not with the trustees or the 
community… I think the problem is in 
Victoria. That’s where the funding has to 
come from. Closing a remote school is 
closing a community down.”

Marcia Braundy described the 
REEF funding as “a slush fund around 
election time,” “a pittance to the needs 
of the education system,” and said it was 
“a horrendous insult to all of the trustees 
and communities in BC to throw little 
pittances around and force these kinds of 
agonized discussions.” She encouraged 
everyone to write to the premier and 
Minister of Education to demand that 
the Province’s ‘prosperity fund’ be used 
for education.

Penny Tees, former trustee, 
pointed out that the REEF funding 
was a recognition by government that 
their “lingo of the day” of “deferred 
maintenance” and “utilization” is not 
a good fit for some rural communities, 
including the Slocan Valley. “That’s why 
they had to intervene at the late date, 
because the consequences were not what 
anybody wanted.” She urged the board 
to steer away from the thinking that there 
is still a problem in the north valley that 
needs to be solved. “The government 
lingo of the day will change. I want to 
hear that we really value both of those 
communities – we are willing to support 
all those small communities.”

Members of the Nakusp Medieval Society march in the Canada Day parade. The society is holding their 2nd annual Medieval Days on July 23 & 24. Details on page 17.
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by Jan McMurray
The second annual Gnosis Electronic 

Music Festival or ‘rave’ occurred on 
Crown land on the west side of Slocan 
Lake on the weekend of June 24-26. 
The event has caused grave concerns for 
many local people and organizations, but 
officials say it complies with government 
regulations regarding use of Crown land.

“This rave happened last year at 
what looked to be a manageable scale 
but this year’s was three times or more 
the size. We aren’t against people having 
the occasional bush party but when 
it becomes such a large commercial 
enterprise trampling all over our fragile 
lakeshore and foreshore habitats, that’s 
when it has to be reined in,” said Hills 
resident Lorna Visser. “The major issue 
for local residents is the utter lack of 
consultation or notice that a huge event 
would be happening in our backyard.”

Festival attendees parked on the rail 
trail in Hills and were taken to the festival 
site by boat. “There were way too many 
vehicles parked all over on a fragile area 

About 130 vehicles were parked on the rail trail in Hills during the Gnosis Music Festival (rave) 
the weekend of June 24-26.

Rave on west side of Slocan Lake concerns local people
intended to be a walking and bicycling 
trail,” Visser said.

Constable Shawn Chetwynd of 
the Slocan Lake RCMP reports that he 
attended the festival site on Friday, June 
24 by boat with a Natural Resource 
Officer and a BC Parks Ranger. This was 
in response to concerns about noise and 
environmental impact put forward by the 
RDCK and the Slocan Lake Stewardship 
Society.

“The event was found to be well 
organized and within guidelines for 
Crown land usage,” Chetwynd said. 
“The site was inspected by the Natural 
Resource Officer and at the time, there 
was no sign of environmental impact 
from the festival and noise was at a 
reasonable level.” 

He said the Slocan Lake detachment 
received a complaint about the parking 
on the rail trail, but by the time officers 
attended on Monday, there were no 
vehicles left.

Visser says a local resident counted 
about 130 vehicles parked on the walking 

path, including a few blocking it. “This 
is a lovely, natural walking trail along 
the lake – not a parking lot,” Visser said.

A government spokesperson 
reported that Natural Resource Officers 
conducted a follow-up visit after the 
event and found the site to be very clean. 
They have concluded that the event 
organizer followed the conditions under 
the ministry’s land use permission policy.

Visser is of another view. “This 
is a slick bunch of people making 
money on these raves, operating in 
this shadowy manner, slipping through 
loopholes in the law and counting on 
understaffed enforcement agencies,” 
she said. She plans to pursue making 
the west shoreline of Slocan Lake a 
‘Designated Application-only Area,’ as 
per the government land use permission 
policy. Application-only areas cover 
areas that generally have a higher risk 
of impacts or user conflicts related to 
the activities proposed on Crown land. 
In these areas, a formal application 
is required. The application process 

allows for site-specific evaluation 
and consideration to address local 

circumstances and conditions before 
authorization is granted.

by Jan McMurray
Many people boating on Slocan 

Lake recently have been shocked to 
see two very large graffiti ‘tags’ painted 
on the rocks at Bannock Point. Efforts 
are underway by the Slocan Valley 
Community Forest (SIFCo), Slocan 
Lake Stewardship Society (SLSS), and 
the Red Mountain Residents’ Association 
(RMRA) to organize the clean-up.

SLSS President Therese DesCamp 
reports that Park Ranger Bob Fuhrer 
discovered the graffiti on Saturday, June 
25. Each ‘tag’ is about five feet tall and 
ten feet wide. 

“We’ll be organizing a volunteer 
crew to clean it off,” DesCamp said. 
“We’ll have to work from a boat and 
use a sandblaster. You can’t use solvent 
because it’d go right into the lake.”

Bannock Point is a provincial 
recreation site, managed by SIFCo. 
Volunteers from RMRA attend the site 
on a weekly basis to ensure it is well 
maintained. Stephan Martineau of SIFCo 
has been in contact with SLSS and 

Graffiti at Bannock Point unwelcome
RMRA to coordinate the clean-up effort. 
He says this is the first time graffiti has 
ever been done at the site.

“Awareness is the key to prevent 
this kind of vandalism in future,” said 
Martineau. “There are always many 
people using the site at the same time, 
so we need to be aware of how we are 
all impacting our natural sites. The more 
people who take responsibility, the less 
likely these things are going to happen.”

After having issues with garbage 
at Bannock a few years ago, Martineau 
says they posted a sign in 2013 that says 
they will have to start charging a fee if 
people don’t take their own garbage 
out. “Since then, we’ve seen a dramatic 
difference,” he says. “If it’s to remain a 
free site, we have to all work together.”

The ministry is asking for the 
public’s help in finding the person(s) 
responsible for the graffiti. Anyone 
with information can phone 1-877-952-
7277 or file a report at https://www.
for.gov.bc.ca/hen/nrv/. Reports can be 
anonymous.
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SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

25+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

Open daily (Closed X’mas 
& New Year’s day)

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

by Jan McMurray
The long-contentious area of the 

Argenta/Johnson’s Landing Face is 
now in the hands of Salmo-based 
Cooper Creek Cedar Ltd. (CCC), the 
woodlands department of Porcupine 
Wood Products. Owner Craig Upper 
and Woodlands Manager Bill Kestell 
came to Argenta June 28 to meet with 
the community.

Kestell explained that they had 
come to the community for input 
before making any logging plans. 
“We want to start communication 
with local groups as soon as possible,” 
he said.

As expected, many people at the 
meeting expressed that they don’t 
want any logging at all. To that, Upper 
responded that the company is hoping 
for “a level of compromise” from the 
community. 

But many community members 
feel they’ve already done a lot of 
compromising with former tenure 
holders.

Sean Kubara pointed out that they 
had been through an intensive process 
with BC Timber Sales in 2006. “Do 
we have to do that all again? We’re 
kind of burnt out,” she said.

Kestell replied that he had read 
the report from the 2006 process. “We 
won’t ignore what you said. I would 
propose we would enhance it.”

Argenta/Johnson’s Landing Face logging looms again
The residents’ main concerns 

are visual quality, slope instability, 
and the fire hazard that comes with 
building logging roads and giving 
people access to the bush, as most 
forest fires are human caused.

Sara Adair, owner of a B&B in 
Argenta, spoke against logging near 
a community. “I’m not anti-logging, 
but I am anti-community-logging,” 
she said. “We have already lost a 
lot of our hospital, and we’re about 
to lose our school. The sawmill got 
burned down and those jobs are gone. 
We survived the Johnson’s Landing 
slide – but some didn’t. If you want to 
compromise, take your equipment to 
where there’s no community.” 

Adair proposed adding the Face 
to the Purcell Conservancy and 
trading for carbon credits. “You could 
get gold stars if this were a world class 
carbon sink,” she said.

Gary Diers, speaking on behalf 
of the Purcell Alliance for Wilderness 
(PAW), explained that PAW has 
a long-standing proposal to add 
the Face to the adjacent Purcell 
Wilderness Conservancy. “We plan 
to re-submit our park proposal to 
the newly elected government after 
the next election and we plan to 
continue pursuing our park proposal. 
We request that Cooper Creek Cedar 
delay their plans for development on 

the Argenta/Johnson’s Landing Face 
for as long as possible. In turn, PAW 
will include in the park proposal for 
the company to be compensated with 
tenure elsewhere in a non-contentious 
area slated to be logged.”

Several people spoke about the 
instability of the hillside, many 
making note of the Johnson’s Landing 
slide. One man said a geotechnical 
report of the area indicated karst 
geology – a network of underground 
water courses. He said logging 
operations can cause changes in the 
flow of these water courses. “This 
entire hillside is a major unknown in 
terms of geology and that’s a huge 
concern to everyone here,” he said.

In response to this concern, Upper 
said they were planning to use LiDAR 
technology this summer or early fall. 
A helicopter with LiDAR equipment 
will fly the entire watershed area and 
record very accurate topographical 
data. Upper said that this technology 
allows foresters to know where 
sinkholes and springs are. Kestell 
clarified that LiDAR doesn’t show 
subsurface water, and added that they 
would still put boots on the ground to 
verify the LiDAR data.

Not everyone at the meeting 
was against logging. Rik Valentine, 
local fire warden, said he felt the 
community could benefit “if we had 

access up there, and small cuts.” 
He said some trees on the Face are 
infested with bugs and some are 
dying, so “some very careful logging 
would help with fire prevention.”

Richard Brenton also spoke 
up to say there are “a fair number” 
of people in the area who support 
low-impact logging. He went 
on to talk about the 1992 CORE 
process, when “the compromise” 
was the establishment of the Purcell 
Wilderness Conservancy.

One man said he felt it was 
important for the loggers to get to 
know community members so they 
could build faith in one another. 
“You might need to come and visit 
us in our gardens and have tea with 
us,” he said. 

Kestell said the company is 
currently looking at developing a 
cutblock near Queen’s Bay and has 
built relationships in that community. 
“It’s not realistic for me to meet with 
everyone for tea, but I am willing to 
have a working group together and 
meet that way… How we would 
approach harvesting here I don’t think 
is as scary as you believe. The only 
way to move ahead is to form that 
relationship and see if that faith can 
be fostered.”

The new tenure for Cooper Creek 
Cedar was last owned by Meadow 
Creek Cedar. It extends from Coffee 
Creek to Howser Creek on Duncan 
Lake, and up Lardeau River to the 
bottom end of Trout Lake. The 
Westfall area is now closed due to 
the mountain caribou recovery plan. 

Upper said that with this additional 

tenure, he can keep his Salmo mill 
and its 100+ employees working, and 
he can look at sustainable logging 
and environmental certification. 
He said the government has given 
Cooper Creek Cedar the right to log 
the Face, and if CCC doesn’t log it, 
the government will give it to another 
company.

by Art Joyce
While the BC government insists 

there are no changes to current 
staffing levels in BC Parks, both 
the BC Government Employees 
Union (BCGEU) and the Wilderness 
Committee say the numbers are being 
fudged. 

According to Ministry of 
Environment (MoE) communications 
officer David Karn, “there are no 
changes to Seasonal Park Ranger 
staff levels this year. 77 positions 
are regular and a potential 87 are 
seasonal.” However, Gwen Barlee 
of the Wilderness Committee and 
BCGEU communications officer 
Chris Bradshaw say the government 
regularly blurs the lines between 
full-time, seasonal and ‘regular’ 
employees in order to hide cutbacks. 
In fact, they say, there are now only 
seven full-time park rangers in BC, 
down from 10 two years ago, to cover 
14 million hectares of parkland. 

Bradshaw says the numbers of 
seasonal workers have been cut from 
145 in 2008 to the current 87, making 
it indeed appear as though “there are 
no changes to Seasonal Park Ranger 
staff levels.” In addition, contracts 
for these workers formerly lasting 
several months have been cut back 
to as little as eight weeks, prompting 
some workers to seek jobs in other 
fields. 

“They often use words that 
obfuscate in order to inflate the 
numbers,” says Bradshaw. “If they 
were full-time positions, they’d be 
on my list because they have to be 
union workers for those positions. 
They also use vacant positions that 
haven’t been filled, and they include 
management who may be qualified 
but aren’t field workers.”

Barlee explains that in 1993, 
when the parks system had a total 
of only 6.3 million hectares, there 
was 378 full-time staff in the field. 
The total budget for parks has been 
slashed from $41 million in 2001 to 
$31 million in 2015, with “nearly all” 
interpretive programs cut beginning 
in 2009. She says that works out 
to $2.25 per hectare, compared to 
other park jurisdictions that are, 
on average, budgeted 20 times that 
amount. That leaves BC at the bottom 
of the funding scale compared to 
Alberta, Washington, Oregon and 
Alaska. Opening hours for provincial 
parks have also been scaled back, 
and with 20 million park visitors per 
year, access to campsites has proven 
problematic at times, potentially 
reducing parks income. It’s estimated 
that for every dollar invested in 
BC Parks, eight dollars in tourism 
revenue is returned. 

“When you have seven year-
round rangers to protect 14 million 
hectares, that’s an impossible 
task,” says Barlee. “In the best case 
scenario, you have one ranger for 
every four parks, and some of these 
parks have thousands of hectares. 
Wells Gray Park alone has over 
500,000 hectares.” 

And while most people use 
parks responsibly, there are those 
who take advantage of the situation. 
Barlee relates a case that occurred in 
the Carmanah Walbran Provincial 
Park, where a man chainsawed an 
800-year-old tree, then left. Park staff 
were forced to finish the job, and later 
the man came back and cut up the 
wood for shingles. “I was just in a 
park in the Okanagan and there were 
ATV tracks everywhere,” she says. 

Further muddying the waters, 

are the use of what Barlee and 
Bradshaw call “weasel words” such 
as “up to” in this statement from 
MoE: “In 2016/17 there will be up 
to 164 people working who have 
the formal training and been granted 
the authority of a Park Ranger.” 
Bradshaw has yet to see a complete 
list of parks employees and Barlee 
is filing a Freedom of Information 
request for this information. She adds 
that starting in 2012, the ministry 
authorized forest technicians and 
government science officers to be 
park rangers, even though these 
people already work full-time in their 
occupations.

They’re imaginary park rangers,” 
says Barlee. We call them ‘ghost 
rangers.’ It’s meant to confuse the 
public and media to think we have 
more park rangers than we actually 
have because the numbers are so 
embarrassing for the government.”

“I think the government needs 
to be fully transparent and release 
the full list of park employees by 
classification,” adds Bradshaw, “as 
well as the number of management 
and vacant positions that remain 
unfilled. That would give us a picture 
of what the situation really is.”

Park ranger staff hits an all-time low
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Our Jokes may be tasteless, but our 
food tastes GREAT!!!!

Beware of email 
scam

An email scam that has been 
recently circulating notifies taxpayers 
that they are eligible to receive a tax 
return.

I received an email that came 
from eudkal@support.apple.com and 
consultcradeturismo.com and that 
promised me a benefit ($244.17). But 
first I had to fill out a form with all my 
personal information.

The email I received looked and 
sounded legitimate, but genuine bank 
and government authorities will never 
ask you to send them your personal 
information by email or phone.

Scammers can easily copy the logo 
or even the entire website of genuine 
organizations.

Delete emails like these. Do not 
open attachments or follow any links, 
because they can carry viruses than can 
infect your computer.

Report email scams at fightspam@
gc.ca.

Karin Leja
Winlaw

Bannock Point
Penny and I were canoeing the 

lake recently and slid by Bannock 
Point. We were dismayed to notice 
that someone had applied graffiti to 
the waterside rocks here. The damage 
is extensive, large and very unsightly. 
I have been living here for 35+ years 
and have never experienced this 
type of desecration of our pristine 
lakeshore. I can hardly imagine that 
people can be so insensitive to the 
beauty that surrounds them. Since 
Bannock Point has become a provincial 
recreation site, it is becoming much 
more popular with people that are 
occasional visitors, rather than the local 
residents. I think that the increased use 
of the park, combined with the fact that 
the Province supplies no supervision 
has led to this situation where a small 
minority of disrespectful people have 
been allowed to leave this permanent 
stain on what is surely one of the 

magical places on our lake. I call on the 
Province to supply supervision to this 
park or close it down. This is the only 
way that we will be able to protect this 
special place from this type of wanton 
destruction.

Jamie Barber
Silverton

Nuclear waste 
retrieval

On July 3, German TV-network 
ZDF aired a very informative 
report on the status of German 
nuclear power plants: 8 are still in 
production of electricity, 9 are shut 
off permanently, and 22 are being 
dismantled altogether. 

If the erection of the nuclear 
power plants cost millions, the 
deconstruction will cost billions 
and will take decades. The safety 
precautions needed are overwhelming. 
Where during construction, workers 
and engineers could go about as on 
any highly technical building site, 
the deconstruction of such obsolete 
nuclear plants must be done at 
‘crane arm’s-length’ or by robots, at 
unbelievable cost. And that is only 
half the headache!

The huge steel structures have 
to be cut apart and sorted into less or 
more contaminated, or radioactive 
sections, and be disposed of. The 
lesser contaminated parts are destined 
for recycling. The more highly 
radioactive pieces have to go into 
deep underground caverns or have 
to be stored temporarily for ‘cool-off’ 
until a permanent deep burial site 
can be identified. To date, nowhere 
on earth has such a site been found. 
Sites in which radioactive material 
was previously buried have been 
found to leak radioactive Tritium 
into groundwater. Conscientious 
engineers are scratching their heads. 
What have we gotten ourselves into?

See via Google ‘ZDF Mediatheke 
- Atomarer Rueckbau’ of July 3, 
2016.

Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

Our mighty 
thanks!

After a long and arduous 
process, our Kootenay Lake school 
trustees unanimously passed a 
motion to accept Rural Education 
Enhancement Funding for the 2017-
2018 and subsequent fiscal years 
for Winlaw Elementary School. To 
the resounding relief of our entire 
community, this means the board 
is not planning to close Winlaw 
Elementary School at this time.

I am expressly of the opinion 
that it was the incredible passion and 
dedication of Winlaw’s community 
members that became a driving force 
behind this decision. With the critical 
mass that was achieved through each 
and every individual’s contribution 
whether that be in the form of a 
presentation, a letter submitted, a 
petition signed or even the sheer 
number of people that turned out 
to each meeting, we can be assured 
that our voices were heard and our 
opinions mattered.

I am humbly grateful and inspired 
by the collaborative efforts of my 
community that stood in unison 
and believed we could accomplish 
change. Having chosen this valley to 
settle and raise my family, I am proud 
to live amongst so many committed 
and remarkable citizens.

I hope our impassioned and 
dedicated response to this cause 
will further inspire and stimulate 
community development in all 
sectors and continue to help the 
Slocan Valley thrive for generations 
to come.

It took a village to save our 
school, so on behalf of the Winlaw 
Parent Advisory Committee, and 
all the current and future students 
and families of Winlaw Elementary, 
thank you!!!

Eden DuPont, Chair
Winlaw PAC

Bannock Point: 
Leave no trace

The big blue paintings that 
are now on the rocks at Bannock 
Point don’t tell us much, but do 
convey, loudly and clearly, that 
someone felt compelled to leave 
their mark.  Perhaps for anyone 
attending an exciting dance party in 
a beautiful setting like Slocan Lake, 
or visiting Bannock Point for a night 
or weekend of relaxation, freedom 
and pleasure, the urge to mark the 
time and place with something that 
represents that experience may be 
strong. I get that, but then there’s an 
important thing called consequences 
– in this case, impact on others – to 
consider. 

This graffiti was done in an 

obviously unique and special place 
that many others visit to find peace, or 
enjoyment, or meaning of their own. 
It is just wrong, and selfish, to alter 
that space with symbols or marks of 
any kind – much less huge marks, and 
in paint – that distract or detract from 
other people’s experiences.

Graffiti  is not all  bad or 
offensive. It has, historically, been 
a well-deserved f-you at oppressive 
establishment values, and a way 
for the disenfranchised to claim 
some power. Graffiti can have 
positive social value, even when it 
is anti-social. But here, in this place? 
Everyone and anyone is privileged to 
be able to enjoy this place. No one is 
refused. And no one is told how they 
should spend their time at Bannock 
Point, except to respect the place and 
leave no trace.

I’d be interested to hear from 
whoever did this. Are you normally 
a thoughtful, caring person? What 
drew you to this place? Were these 
paintings just a rash thing that seemed 
like fun or a good idea at the time? 
But it was premeditated – you had the 
paint. Can you understand why this 
was not the place to do this? Then 
why not return, with the friends who 
did not attempt to dissuade you, and 
scrub it away together. 

Clarence denBok 
Silverton
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Have mercy on 
our ears!

This July long weekend was an 
auditory nightmare for we ‘Kootenay 
Loop’ residents.

When is the RDCK and the BC 
government going to enforce the 
Excessive Noise bylaw? Must we 
taxpayers go deaf this riding season 
due to the noisy pipes of endless 
motorbikes?

Signed, with much appreciation 
and gratitude for quiet bike-riders,

Susan Eyre
Sirdar

Jumbo lumbers 
along

The Federal Court of Appeal 
has supported the BC First Nations’ 
request to keep the Northern Gateway 
pipeline and oil tanker terminal 
project out of their traditional 
territories. Great news!

Yet, when I first heard ‘The 
Federal Court of Appeal has 
supported BC First Nation,” my 
yearning was to hear that it was 
the Ktunaxa’s request to keep their 
sacred territory, Qat’Muk, free of the 
Jumbo Glacier Resort. That, too, will 
be great news!

Currently, Jumbo Wilders are 
being stretched while waiting for the 
BC government to officially support 
the premise that if Jumbo Glacier 
Resort did “not have a substantial 
start” and their environmental 
certificate was cancelled – then, too, 
all the tenures and licences that were 
part of the endeavour to make the 
“substantial start” are also cancelled.

And, now, in applying for a 
smaller Jumbo Glacier Resort (just 
small enough that it will not need 
an environmental assessment) all the 
tenures and licences to occupy and 
proceed must be applied for anew. 
Needless to say, Glacier Resorts 
is balking. Eco-Justice, which is 
working to keep Jumbo Wild, reports 
that the BC government is not 
being assertive with that: one might 
even see the government as acting 
reluctantly ... hmm.

Directly after the “no substantial 
start” decision by Mary Polak, BC 
Minister of Environment, the resort 
proponent declared they would 
be pursuing a Judicial Review to 
Ms. Polak’s decision, claiming it 
to be in error. However, there is 
no movement that we know of, as 
I write.

So, on we go in this seemingly 
endless tale. Golly, gee and darn! 
What is so compelling about our 
beloved Jumbo Valley area that 
keeps our man from Milan as 
enthusiastic as ever – except maybe 
that magic five-letter word that 
grows globally more significant 
every day: W.A.T.E.R. – the end 
product of four melting glaciers.

Rowena Eloise, Argenta
for the West Kootenay 

Coalition for Jumbo Wild

Dear Rt. Hon. Cabinet 
Ministers Dominic 
LeBlanc (DFO), 
Catherine McKenna 
(Environment), Jody 
Wilson-Raybould 
(Justice)

It is now some three years since 
the negligence of Executive Flight 
and the lack of due diligence by 
the BC Forest Service resulted in a 
spill of about 28,000 litres of highly 
toxic jet fuel into Lemon Creek – a 
tributary of the Slocan River near 
Nelson, BC. This was and still is a 
flagrant violation of Section 36 of the 
Canada Fisheries Act that resulted 
in the destruction of all aquatic life 
in Lemon Creek and an unknown 
impact on the larger downstream 
Slocan and Kootenay Rivers.

After months of government 
excuses and inaction, a local citizen 
(Marilyn Burgoon) laid charges and 
a judge ruled that they were valid 
and should proceed in BC court. 
The federal government was asked 
to take over the matter but stayed the 
matter noting that they needed the 
BC Conservation Officer Service to 
complete its investigation. The BC 
Attorney General fumbled the ball 
on this matter and it is now a federal 
matter. In that this spill violated 
federal legislation, it is still puzzling 
why Environment Canada and 
Department of Fisheries and Ocean 
officers did not jointly investigate 
this massive fish kill.

We were notified in April 2016 
(Dr. Bojana Zizic to Otto Langer and 
Ms. Barkley - April 25, 2016) that 
you now have the BC Conservation 
Officer Service report. After months 
of case review, nothing apparent has 
been done that we can see and the 
matter will soon die on the books.

The BC investigations and the 
Office of the Public Prosecution has 
had abundant time to investigate 
and review this matter. We would 
request an immediate re-activation 
of this prosecution. This government 
was elected for ‘real change’ but 
the stalling on this matter indicates 
otherwise. 

Under the previous government 
we expected this stalling but now is 
the time for the Trudeau government 
to demonstrate a leadership role in 
addressing flagrant violations of our 
environmental protection legislation.

Please advise us on your decision 
and planned actions on this matter.

Otto Langer 
Fisheries Biologist

Richmond

Dear Kaslo 
Mayor, Council 
and Village CAO

For the past three years I have 
been concerned about our lack 
of public washrooms in Kaslo’s 

downtown. I have brought this 
concern forward a number of times 
and each time have been told by 
then Councillor and now Mayor 
Hewat that it is not feasible for this to 
happen as the Village does not have 
the funds to build a toilet facility 
downtown and more important, 
for ongoing maintenance of such a 
facility. She told me that most small 
towns and villages don’t have public 
washrooms in their downtown areas.

Two weeks ago this subject 
was again brought up at a meeting 
between Chamber of Commerce 
board members, Mayor Hewat and 
CAO Neil Smith. Once more, we 
were told the reason for not having 
toilets available for our residents 
and visitors to the downtown area is 
because there are no funds available 
to cover the cost and that people 
have to use the washrooms near the 
municipal campground. 

When a senior or a young child 
has the call of nature, the trip to the 
campground can be impossible. We 
are noticing people using the bushes 
as a solution.

My husband and I pay close to 
$5,000 per year for our property 
taxes, after deductions for being 
senior citizens and residents. We 
are not on the sewer system. I feel 
that if everyone in Kaslo is paying 
such high taxes, there should be 
some funds available for a public 
washroom in the downtown area.

The pit toilet where the Jazz 
Festival is held is a disgrace. I 
checked it out last week and it was 
full to the top, full of bugs, had no 
toilet paper and it stunk. I called the 
office and reported this situation to 
Stephanie and she said she would 
pass this info on to the yard foreman. 
I hope something has been done.

I don’t feel that I should be the 
toilet police, but I am also realistic in 
knowing that all human beings must 
have access to sanitary facilities. 
What is with the lack of toilets here?

If this situation is continually 
ignored, there will be more and more 
people using the bushes and park 
areas to relieve themselves. 

Please respond to this letter and 
let me know what the Village plans 
to do about this?

Louise De Pape
Kaslo

Don’t move 
Balfour ferry to 
Queen’s Bay

Here are my comments about the 
proposal to move the Balfour ferry 
terminal to Queen’s Bay.

The Kootenay lake water 
levels should be protected at safe 
navigation levels – the provincial 
water comptroller and Fortis should 
be held accountable for draining 
the lake/reservoir too low for safe 
navigation. Lake navigation levels 
should be established and held 
to law. Thus the ferry would not 
have the problems of water levels 

being too low. For all my 60 years, 
low water levels haven’t been a 
complaint. However, when the 
Osprey was built, there was talk in 
Nelson of the Osprey’s draft being 
too deep. Big oops!

The peak period for ferry traffic 
is limited to a few weeks in summer 
during festival season. The relocation 
of the ferry terminal to Queen’s 
Bay is a huge over-expenditure 
considering that winter ferry traffic 
is minor. Summer overflow parking 
could extend to the back of the pub 
and to the former Rainbow Resort 
– land that is too contaminated for 
housing. There is no need to relocate 
the washroom. 

The Balfour ferry used to have 
more sailings. I suggest having a 
sailing earlier and later would solve 
the overflow problem. We east 
shore residents are held hostage to 
a 10:20 pm sailing – it is way too 
early for a highway conduit to be 
closed to taxpayers’ access. What 
if there is a health emergency? 
Paying employees and the additional 
fuel costs would be much cheaper 
than building a new terminal that 
will destroy one of our few public 
beaches.

There are historic reasons 
for situating the ferry terminal in 
Balfour. Protected anchorage is #1. 
Kootenay Lake is a ship-sinking 
lake – the south and the north winds 
can be deadly. With climate change, 
it will be worse. The Queen’s Bay 
site, while protected from the north, 
gets slammed as soon as a boat pulls 
out into the main lake.

Queen’s Bay north is the Queen’s 
Bay townsite’s public beach and 
the warmest and cleanest water on 
Kootenay Lake for area residents to 
access. Don’t destroy this famous 
and much-loved vacation bay, fish 
nursery and loon habitat.

The consultation period has 
just been lengthened to October 
6. Submit your comments to: 
http:/fluidsurveys.com/s/tranbc/
openhouse/

Susan Eyre
Sirdar

Open letter 
to Village of 
Nakusp council
Re: Bylaw Amendment 
Public Hearing July 11 

In all honesty, if we had known 
the barriers we would have come 
across, the conflict, the division, 
and emotional distress to our 
family embarking on this business 
adventure…we would not have 
done it. 

As eternal optimists, we 
believed that ‘Nakusp Open for 
Business’ was valid and true. Who 
could be against something so 

positive? Turning an old rundown 
eyesore back into the vision its 
builder, Thomas Abriel, forefather 
of Nakusp had, as a hub of 
community activity for a vibrant 
downtown Nakusp. We believed 
that the Village would support 
us and our business plan in any 
way they could. There had to be a 
solution to any obstacle. 

However, our optimism was 
a mistake. It was poor judgement 
investing our life savings into what 
was actually a white elephant, a 
building that couldn’t support any 
business due to current bylaws. 
Maybe that is why it was in such 
disrepair, a visionary business 
with belief in Nakusp had not 
come along. Well now it has, you 
have a business that can work in 
this beautiful heritage building if 
allowed the opportunity to its full 
capacity. 

It is apparent we have significant 
public support, and the possibility 
to create an innovative business for 
Nakusp that can be an attraction 
in and of itself. Drawing visitors, 
creating jobs, allowing our family 
of two adults, four kids (plus two 
step kids) to make a living and stay 
in Nakusp. As with most businesses 
along Broadway, we are just getting 
by, and the Village zoning bylaws 
are a further burden and a deterrent 
for new businesses. Imposing 
unrealistic and unattainable 
parking requirements on downtown 
businesses is hurting them. Why not 
support them? 

The current bylaws inhibit new 
businesses. Current businesses 
cannot come under compliance. 
And now the proposed amendments 
fail to make any improvements. The 
zoning bylaws adopted in 2008 are 
unreasonable and inapplicable to 
the uniqueness of our Village and 
need careful re-evaluation, if not 
complete abolishment. 

We implore you to completely 
abolish the zoning bylaws regarding 
on site parking adopted in 2008 
or institute a massive reduction 
applied to the downtown core! 
Nakusp is at a critical point – it is 
in crisis. Our town needs to think 
out of the box, explore innovative 
ideas, and support the business core 
to be attractive to tourism and give 
a vision of vibrancy with people 
on the streets, not empty parking 
spaces. 

Be bold in your decisions 
regarding the downtown vision 
for Nakusp, think vibrancy and 
successful businesses. There isn’t 
a parking problem. Stop imposing 
bylaws that don’t reflect the 
uniqueness of our village. Help us 
to find a solution to make our small 
business viable. 
Shon and Janis Neufeld and family

Nakusp
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LICHEN USES
Lichens are a critically important winter 
food source for caribou. Hummingbirds 
use it as nest-building material. To track 
changes in air quality, the US Forest 
Service keeps a database on species 
that only grow in areas with good air 
quality. Our Interior Cedar-Hemlock 
forests support one of the world’s richest 
tree-dwelling lichen floras.

slocanlakess.com

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER 

PUBLIC NOTICES
2016 ANNUAL REPORT

Residents of the Village of New Denver are requested to take 
notice that pursuant to Section 98 of the Community Charter, 
the Village of New Denver’s 2016 Annual Report is now 
available for public inspection at the Village of New Denver 
Municipal Office, 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, B.C. on 
weekdays (except statutory holidays) between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

Pursuant to Section 99 of the Community Charter, Council 
will consider submissions and questions from the public 
regarding the 2015 Annual Report at the July 26, 2016 
Regular Meeting, scheduled for 7:00 p.m., in the Village of 
New Denver Council Chambers, 115 Slocan Avenue, New 
Denver, B.C.  

SPRINKLING RESTRICTIONS
As the hot days of summer arrive, residents of the Village of 
New Denver are asked to observe the following rules regarding 
the use of sprinklers within the municipal boundaries:

Level 1 Sprinkling Restrictions: No sprinkling between 
10:00 am and 6:00 pm

MORI TRAIL ADVISORY

Thanks to the financial support provided by CBT, the Village 
of New Denver will be making improvements to the Mori Trail.  
As work begins, please use caution and respect all signage to 
ensure the safety of the public as well as the workers.

A public presentation regarding the project is scheduled for 
Tuesday, July 19 2016 at the Knox Hall at 7:00 pm.  Please 
join staff and elected officials to learn more about the upgrades 
and improvements scheduled for this summer.  

by Katrine Campbell
• The sprinkling restriction policy 

adopted in 2004 was rescinded and a 
new policy adopted. Staff analyzed 
water consumption data and found the 
existing regulations were not effective 
in reducing the amount of water used. 
The new policy was developed with 
input from Water Smart Ambassador 
Matthew Fry and the Village’s water 
operators.

Level 1: no sprinkling between 10 
am and 6 pm. This level is currently 
in place.

Level 2: same as Level 1, but odd-
numbered properties can only sprinkle 
on odd-numbered days, and even-
numbered on even-numbered days.

Level 3: no sprinkling at all. Hand 
watering and soaker hoses are allowed.

The CAO will set the level based 
on weather conditions, consumption 
pa t t e rns  and  o the r  r e l evan t 
considerations. 

New Denver council, June 28: New sprinkling restrictions adopted
Woodbury also noted that when 

the Water Smart ambassador started 
his job, he asked what the restrictions 
were; none of the staff could remember 
as the regulations were too confusing.

• A 14-page report from arborist 
Robin Sherrod was received for 
information. After complaints from 
residents, he was hired to produce a 
report on several large trees on Fifth 
Ave. Sherrod’s recommendations 
for one tree were to prune scaffold 
branches, which could fail in heavy 
snow, although the tree itself was in 
good health. He also recommended 
the removal of two cedars out of 160 
along the avenue. Village staff will 
share the results of the report with 
the residents before implementing 
the recommendations. CAO Bruce 
Woodbury commented that they would 
have to check for risk factors, such as 
the potential damage to houses. The 
costs fall within the amount budgeted 
for danger tree removal.

• The mayor and council were 
invited to participate in the Hike or 
Bike for Housing event to raise money 
for the Slocan Valley Seniors Housing 
Society, which wants to build housing 
in Slocan. Councillor Nadine Raynolds 
said she might attend the fall event.

• Council received for information 
the first weekly report from its Water 
Smart ambassador, Matthew Fry. He 
visited homes and the school to assess 
lawns and gardens, and the Friday 
Market to talk to people about the 

programs, survey them and give away 
hose washers.

• Council moved to make the 
2016 draft annual report available for 
public inspection. It may be revised in 
response to public comments.

• Council turned down a request 
from the Slocan District Chamber of 
Commerce to appoint someone to the 
Chamber’s Health Committee. The 
original request from the SDCC was 
sent in December 2015, at which time 
council asked for information on terms 
of reference identifying the purpose, 
scope and composition of the group.

After reviewing the document, 
council decided the matter was already 
covered: Councillor Raynolds, the 
liaison to the Chamber, attends meetings 
and reports back to council; Councillor 
Henning von Krogh is the Village’s 
rep on the West Kootenay Boundary 
Regional Hospital District board; 
and the Village works directly with 
representatives from Interior Health 
to ensure that municipal objectives 
are met.

•  A development variance 
application for 208 Josephine St. was 
granted. The owner, who was doing 

extensive renovations, tore down 
the deteriorating front steps without 
realizing they were non-conforming 
and he should have applied for a 
permit first.

• The Village will submit a resolution 
to the Union of BC Municipalities for 
consideration at the convention in 
September. The resolution calls for the 
UBCM and its members to help open “a 
meaningful dialogue” with the insurance 
industry’s Fire Underwriters Survey to 
allow local government flexibility in 
buying fire equipment. At present, 
the FUS specifies municipalities must 
buy a triple combination pumper. New 
Denver found that two small pumpers 
can equal or surpass the capacity of a 
triple, and give rural fire departments 
more versatility. The resolution points 
out that having more appropriate 
equipment has the potential to lessen 
insurance claims.

• Kootenay Sufferfest was granted 
permission to use the northeast dike 
as the start/finish line for the Idaho 
Peak Mountain Marathon and 10k 
racers on July 24. Staff will work with 
event organizers to ensure there are 
no conflicts between the event and the 

planned construction on the dike as 
part of the trail network improvements 
project. 

• Von Krogh reported on the West 
Kootenay Boundary Regional Hospital 
District board meeting. Interior Health 
has chosen Stantec Architecture for 
the Arrow Lakes Hospital emergency 
department upgrade project. Stantec 
will review options for renovations 
to the site and prepare a schematic 
design. Future steps will depend on 
which priorities are selected for funding 
by Interior Health and the Ministry of 
Health.

This design project is being funded 
wholly by the board but von Krogh 
said they received no information from 
IH before the meeting. The directors 
have asked that if someone makes a 
presentation with PowerPoint, they 
receive copies ahead of time so they 
can review the information. 

Improvements to the emergency 
department, pharmacy and ambulatory 
care at Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital in Trail have been earmarked 
as a priority by Interior Health but the 
project requires approval from the BC 
government.

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• Courtney Hulbert, secretary of 

the WE Graham Community School 
PAC, asked council for financial 
support to help the school rebuild its 
playground this summer. The timber 
playground does not meet current 
safety codes. Council decided to 
contribute “up to $10,000” to the 
project. Council stipulated that the 
WEGCS PAC must receive a CBT 
Recreation Infrastructure grant in 
order to get this money from the 
Village. The “up to $10,000” helps to 
guarantee that the PAC will be eligible 
for the CBT grant, which funds a 
maximum of 70% of a project. The 
PAC had asked the Slocan Valley 

Slocan council, June 27: WE Graham hopes to rebuild playground
Royal Canadian Legion, Heritage 
Credit Union, and Slocan Valley 
businesses for support but hasn’t heard 
how much will be raised from these 
efforts. The Village will give whatever 
amount is needed up to $10,000 to top 
up the other funding so that 30% of the 
expenses are covered.

• Council directed staff to contact 
David Skrobot to request he remove his 
catamarans from the beach. In addition, 
residents are to be reminded that boats 
are not to be moored on the waterfront.

• The Slocan Artisan/Farmers’ 
Market in partnership with the Spirit 
of Slocan Committee were given 
permission to host a Show and Shine 
Car Show at the Expo Park ball field 

on August 13, 2016.  Public Works will 
identify the sprinkler heads on the field 
and the group will make sure they don’t 
get damaged. 

• Staff was directed to get more 
information about the Free Movie Night 
that Nelson Becker and Expressions 
Theatre Café had proposed to hold in 
Slocan. Becker is proposing to show 
a family film with no admission fee. 
A local non-profit would be invited 
to raise money by selling beverages, 
popcorn, and raffle tickets. There 
would be no charge to the non-profit. 
Costs for the event would be paid for 
by the Village. Becker has shown free 
films in Lakeside Park in Nelson for 
the past eight years.

by Katrine Campbell
Tireless teacher Katrina Sumrall 

has snagged an award for Lucerne 
School’s bottle and can return program, 
earning $1,000 to go towards student 
activities on top of the $3,887 from 
container refunds.

She has been doing the recycling 
for many years but had never entered 
the contest run by Encorp Pacific, 
despite the urgings of Pat and Peggy 
Ashton at Mountain Station bottle depot 
in Slocan. 

“Pat and Peggy are just wonderful. 
Pat said for years ‘you gotta do this!’ so 
this year, I took the time. It’s well worth 
it! I’ll do it again for sure.”

She signed up for the ‘elementary 
schools 51-150 students’ category, 
setting a goal of 50,000 containers. 
The kids at LESS blew away the 
competition by collecting and returning 
54,798 containers.

“You have to register and log in all 
the bottles you return every month on 
their website. Keep your receipts – it 
tallies up. I do all the school’s containers 
and people donated [cans and bottles].”

Although the entry was registered 
as elementary, because there was no 
category for K-12 schools, there was 

also some help from the high school 
students as the grad bottle drives they 
held are run through Sumrall.

Some of the money, from the 
refunds and the award, went to the 
grads; some went to elementary field 

Commitment to recycling pays off for LESS
trips including the canoe trip, and 
Sumrall is trying to find out if she can 
use some to sponsor kids for theatre and 
dance camps this summer.

The contest website is www.
returnitschool.ca.

submitted  
The Slocan Valley Swift Water 

Rescue service has been gearing up 
for this summer season.  The Slocan 
Valley Swift Water Rescue service is 
mandated by the RDCK and is based out 
of the Passmore Fire Hall. Access to the 
swift water rescue services can be made 
through the 911 emergency telephone 
number on a 24/7 basis. 

Members of the Swift Water Rescue 
team are all volunteers who have trained 
hard and are certified as swift water rescue 
technicians. They live in the Slocan 
Valley and give freely of their time. 
The team participates in joint training 
with both the Nelson and Castlegar 
Search and Rescue services. The three 
organizations have arrangements for 
mutual aid, providing the maximum 
response regardless of location. 

The Slocan Valley Swift Water 
Rescue service is not supported by tax 

Strong support helps rescue team gear up
funds. Instead, it has been developed 
through funds made available through 
local community efforts. In 2016, the 
Slocan Valley Swift Water Rescue 
service has received donations from the 
Slocan Valley Legacy Society ($2,000) 
and the staff at the Slocan Park branch of 
the Heritage Credit Union who donated 
$500 of their own money. In addition, 
due to strong community support at 
the RDCK Community Initiatives day, 
another $4,900 was raised to provide 
training and purchase a trailer for a water 
rescue boat.  Currently the service has 
one rescue craft, but in the future will 
need to purchase a second in order to 
maintain its certification.

Mark van Giessel, team leader for 
the Swift Water Rescue team, wishes 
local residents a great summer on the 
river and encourages people using 
the river to recognize the risks of fast-
moving water and to take due care. 
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 
CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

BEAR HELP INFORMATION & 
ELECTRIC FENCING ASSISTANCE – 

Slocan Valley and beyond 
For help in rural Area “H”, contact VWS Bear Smart Coordinator Evelyn 
Kirkaldy: 250-359-6611. Evelyn Kirkaldy <eekbears@netidea.com>

For help in New Denver and Area K (Arrow Lakes) contact: Bree Lillies, 
WildSafeBC Community Coordinator: 
Cell: (250) 354.8120
Email: newdenver@wildsafebc.com
Website: www.wildsafebc.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/wildsafebc/newdenver

For help in most areas with electric fencing and bear-proof bins, Grizzly 
Bear Coexistence Solutions offers a 50% cost share on the price of electric 
fencing equipment that benefits both farmers and bears. Also note that 
there may be 50% cost sharing in some RDCK areas for bear-proof bins. 
For cost sharing, electric fence installation advice and assistance contact: 
Gillian Sanders, 250-353-1137 or email grizzlyfencingproject@gmail.com

[Local Note: Silverton Building Supplies now stocks electric fence supplies]
[Programs thanks to RDCK, Columbia Basin Trust, BC Conservation Foundation, 

Valhalla Society donors and others]

The Slocan Valley Youth Centre is open both 
Friday and Saturday Nights 7 pm – 11 pm

Slocan Valley Youth Bus Pick-up locations will be: Mt. Sentinel 
6:15, South Slocan Junction Park and Pool 6:20, Sequoia Parking 
Lot 6:25, Slocan Valley Co-op 6:35, Passmore Park and Pool 6:40, 

Winlaw Mini Mart 6:55 Perry Siding Threads Guild 7:05, Slocan 7:15
Drop-offs will be made to individuals’ homes. Drop off agreements must 
be completed before access to the bus will be available. Please call or 

email Brandi @ (250) 355-2484 or brandiingram9@gmail.com

by Art Joyce
Nakusp’s Canada Day was marked 

by two fires this year – one at Box Lake 
Lumber and the other at a house on 4th 
Ave NW. 

The 1.5-hectare fire at Box Lake 
required the assistance of equipment 
from the Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations (FLNRO) 
BC Wildfire Service. Two initial attack 
crews, one helicopter and air tankers 
worked to contain the fire, assisting the 
Nakusp fire department. The fire was 
100% contained on the evening of the 
same day. Fire Chief Terry Warren said 
the cause was not suspicious but is still 
under investigation.

The Nakusp fire department was 
dispatched at 2:40 pm when the Box 
Lake Lumber fire was initially reported 
as a vehicle fire. It quickly spread to a 
structure fire and then to a forest fire, 
prompting the response of the BC 
Wildfire Service. According to Warren, 
they brought tankers in with retardants 
to box it into a perimeter, followed by 
skimmers sent from Kamloops using fire 
retardant foam. 

By 10 pm, the fire was contained 
and turned over to the oversight of 

Canada Day celebrations in Nakusp marred by two fires 
mill owner Dan Wiebe. Mill staff kept 
a watch through the night to ensure 
flare-ups were contained. Canada Day 
fireworks had to be postponed. 

“We had police, ambulance, Interfor 
and Hascarls on scene,” says Warren. 
“We also had the looky-loos getting in 
the way, that’s why we had the RCMP 
on scene to get them back to a safe 
distance.”

No residential homes were 
threatened by the blaze. However, a 

loader, scale shack and two decks of 
logs owned by the mill were destroyed. 
Insurance investigators have been to 
the scene to estimate a figure for total 
losses. Wiebe could not be reached for 
comment but according to Warren, the 
mill was fully operational by July 6.

Fire crews had barely enough time 
to get to bed when another call came 
in at 4:41 am for a house fire at 311 
4th Ave. NW. Warren and his crew 
responded with the full complement of 

fire department equipment and quickly 
contained the fire, which did not spread 
to adjacent homes. The house is rented 
by a single individual who fortunately 
was not there, but unfortunately had 
no insurance and lost everything. The 
structure is still standing but is boarded 
up for safety. A Facebook fundraising 
appeal has been launched. There’s 
a rumour the house fire was arson 
but Warren says that is absolutely 
false. Although the cause is still under 
investigation, it is not believed to be 
suspicious.

“I didn’t get much sleep,” Warren 
recalls. “Being as we didn’t get to do our 
Canada Day fireworks, we did it Saturday 
night with a tired bunch of guys. This is 
the worst we’ve had on a Canada Day 
since I’ve been in the fire department, 
and I’ve been with them since November 
1983.” To report a wildfire or unattended 
campfire, call 1 800 663-5555 toll-free 
or *5555 on a cellphone. For the latest 
information on current wildfire activity, 
burning restrictions, road closures and 
air quality advisories, go to: http://www.
bcwildfire.ca.

The Nakusp fire department was called out to this house fire in the early morning of July 2, 
after fighting a fire at Box Lake Lumber the day before.

by Katrine Campbell
Seven teachers in School District 10 

(Arrow Lakes) have been working on 
an Environmental Education Initiative 
and the results were presented at the 
SD 10 board meeting June 28. In co-
operation with the Columbia Basin 
Environmental Education Network 
(CBEEN) and its leadership clinic, 
Megan Jamison (Nakusp Elementary) 
Julia Flesaker (Nakusp Secondary), 
Erica Momeyer (Edgewood Elementary) 
and Katrina Sumrall, Scott Kipkie, 
Signy Fredrickson, and Nicol Suhr from 
Lucerne produced the plan.

The six Kootenay Boundary 
school districts partnered with two 
environmental education consultants in 
an environmental education initiative 

SD 10 forges ahead with green education and practices
funded by CBT. Each district sent three 
or four people to the leadership clinic 
in April. 

The SD 10 team came up with the 
Environmental Education goal for the 
district: “To become a Green district 
that regularly practices innovative place-
conscious outdoor learning; embodies 
ecological and sustainability principles 
in all classrooms, schools and district 
operations; incorporates First Peoples 
Principles of Learning in outdoor 
experience; and improves student self-
regulation and health through outdoor 
experiences.”

The initiative calls for staff to feel 
comfortable teaching and working with 
students in the outdoors. This would be 
accomplished by having a ProD day to 

train them, with local experts holding 
workshops. 

The team wants a district-based 
inventory of field-trip locales, teacher 
expertise, and community mentors. 
There is also a practical side; parents 
need to understand and provide 
appropriate outdoor clothing, and 
schools need to have a ‘clothing closet’ 
for underprivileged kids whose parents 
may be unable to provide the right gear.

Another goal the initiative calls for 
is to have district operations become 
more sustainable. Suggestions for ways 
to accomplish this include banning 
disposable water bottles, having reusable 
dishes at each site for all events, holding 
‘garbage-fee lunch’ days, decreasing 
water use (for example, by using 
rainwater catchment systems for toilets), 
installing more solar panels, eliminating 
pesticide use, composting, improving 
garbage and waste management systems 
and providing incentives for alternative 
transportation such as cycling or 
carpooling. In addition, food should be 
locally grown and/or come from school 
gardens, integrated into the daily life of 
the school.

There is also a call for information 
and connection building, so all 
four schools can collaborate, share 
information, and plan and take trips 
together.

by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp Ski Club’s project to 

build a multi-use trail on the Summit 
Lake ski hill property has gotten off to 
a rough start.

Eric Waterfield, president of the 
club, reports that there was a complaint 
about the trail-building activities the 
same day the project got underway 
(June 24), so the crew is holding off 
while the Ministry of Forests, Lands 
and Natural Resource Operations 
investigates.

The complainant objected to a 
multi-use trail in western toad habitat, 
Waterfield said. “The concern is that 
ATVs will be able to run up and down 
the trail. Our main interest is in cross-
country skiing and snowshoeing, but 
we’re open to working with ATV clubs 
– maybe there are certain periods of time 
when it’s better for ATVs, when toads 
are not migrating.”

Waterfield says the ski club’s 
original idea was to build cross-country 
ski and snowshoe trails on the property. 
However, the concept of an all-season 
recreation area came out of discussions 
with CBT about five years ago, when the 
ski club approached the Trust for a grant 

to build a new ski lodge. The club agreed 
to collaborate with hiking, mountain 
biking, running, cross-country ski, and 
ATV groups in the area to determine 
how the project could benefit them all. 

“We’ve been working on these 
plans for five years. We finalized them 
last year, got the permits in place, and 
now we’ve had to stop before really 
getting started,” he said.

There is already one cross-country 
ski trail on the property, and the club has 
permits with the Ministry of Forests, 
Lands and Natural Resource Operations 
to build two more. The existing trail and 
one of the new ones are only suitable for 
cross-country skiing and snowshoeing, 
Waterfield said – the existing trail is 
boggy in summer, and the other will 
be in a riparian area. However, the 
trail on the Nakusp side of the ski hill, 
which leads to an access road in the 
neighbouring community forest, was 
planned for multi-use. 

The ski club partnered with the 
Southeast Fire Centre to build the trails; 
the project provides an opportunity for 
tree-falling training for members of the 
BC Wildfire Service crew. However, all 
activity has stopped for now.

Summit Lake Ski Hill trail-building project on hold
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Flaca’s Bakery and 
Bistro in Slocan 
City
by Andrew Rhodes

Slocan City is where Slocan Lake 
turns into the Slocan River. It is also the 
place where Diane Remple has created 
FLACA’S Bakery and Bistro. 

This is a place that has been much 
needed in Slocan, and now it is a reality. 
Located at 509 Harold St. two doors 
from the local grocery store, Diane and 
her staff are creating beautiful breakfasts 
and luscious lunches for folks from all 
up and down the Slocan Valley. I know! 
I was there on Monday with an old pal 
from back east, and both of us were 
knocked out by the food, the service, 
the coffee, the desserts and, not least of 
all, the great staff.

The place seats more than 20 folks. 
My pal and I got there at 8 am, and in 
less than an hour, the staff at FLACA’S 
pumped out more than 20 breakfasts for 
the hungry clientele.

What sort of breakfasts? We’ll start 
out very simple and innocent: a toasted 
bagel with cream cheese. Then we jump 
to an English muffin covered in ham or 
bacon (or both if you like) plus toms.

Now we move up to The Stacker: 
bacon or avocado (or both), poached 

egg, cheese, toms, spinach, chipotle, 
aioli (special home-made mayonnaise 
with garlic) all on a toasted bagel. My 
my! By the way, nearly everything 
at FLACA’S is made from scratch. 
There’s something they call Heavenly 
Hash: slow cooked pan-fries, two 
eggs, Italian sausage, red onion, sweet 
peppers, banana peppers, cheese, served 
with toast. You can get Heavenly Hash 
as the foundation layer for the various 
eggs benny (a specialty at FLACA’S). 
I’ll get right to the point. I had TWO 
of them. One (from scratchy) with 
homemade Italian sausage, Heavenly 
Hash, homemade hollandaise sauce 
and a huge strawberry. Then I just 
HAD to have another. This second one 
came with pesto made from fresh basil 
via a local farmer and sliced tomato. 
Heaven! Every benny comes with fresh 
homemade hollandaise sauce, but I’ve 
already said that.

My back east buddy opted for the 
aforementioned STACKER, and, of 
course, asked for BOTH bacon AND 
avocado. This is something Diane and 
her staff are happy to do: “Give the 
customer what the customer wants!”

We devoured our breakfast with 
the aid of coffee. At FLACA’S the 
coffee comes from Tribal Coffee out 
of Vernon. It’s fair trade and organic. 
I had several cups of strong coffee but 
can’t remember what it was called, and 
my buddy had several cappuccinos. 
We were full.

Now some info on LUNCH. Here 
are the ingredients for a Pesto Bagel: 
jalapeno, lime juice, garlic, romano 
cheese AND pumpkin seed. “Smooth 
as silk.” Add whatever you like. It’s that 
kind of place!

Three lunch items: 1) Pulled Pork 
Sammy: pork loin slow roasted for 12 
hours. Add chipotle-beer BBQ sauce 
(scratch) heat up a little more. 2) The 
Griller: a grilled sandwich with chicken 

breast, feta, aioli, red onion, spinach and 
sundried toms. Put THAT on a plate!

And 3) The Tenacious Taco: choice 
of corn or wheat tortillas, slow roasted 
chicken and chili lime sauce with the 
option of black beans and avocado. If ya 
WANNIT they’ll put everything ONIT. 
It’s how they roll.

Waiting in the wings: The Hanky 
Spanky: vegetarian grilled sand with 
pesto, provolone, fresh toms, avocado 
and banana peppers.

Running out of space. OK, Diane 
is totally willing to make anything 
you want using her huge array of 
ingredients. She makes all the baked 
goods herself. There’s also a kids menu.

DESSERTS! My back east buddy, 
after eating the “Stacker,” decided 
on chocolate cake. Buddy described 
the cake as, and I quote: “decadently 
divine”… “beyond delicious” and 
“delicately luscious.” Back east buddy 
is difficult to impress with chocolate 
things, but the cake won the day.

I chose a big cinnamon bun that was 
nearly the size of Donald Trump’s head, 
but it looked way better, and I’m sure 
was way sweeter. Took me two days to 
finish it, and that’s the truth!

DIANE! Diane worked for Sandy 
and Mait for several months last year 
managing the kitchen at our beloved 
Cup & Saucer. 

Soon Diane, Jazzy, Eric, Hope 
and Mitch will be presenting PIZZA 
NIGHTS on Friday and Saturday at 
FLACA’S. There will be six specialty 
pizzas, and, of course, you can swap the 
ingredients around all you want.

FLACA’S is open 8 am to 4 pm 
except Wednesdays, and from 4 to 9 
pm on Pizza Nights. 

Take my advice, and the advice 
of my back east pal: Go to FLACA’S!

By the way, FLACA’S is Spanish 
for “skinny chick.”

Bon Appetit!

509 Harold Street, 
Slocan, BC

250-355-2433

Diane and her staff are creating beautiful 
breakfasts and luscious lunches for folks from 
all up and down the Slocan Valley.

- Andrew Rhodes, Valley Voice Food Editor

with 
Andy 

Rhodes

WE Graham Community 
Service Society

Sun in the fun 
day camp

Water Weeks
July 11-15 (age 5-8)
July 18-22 (Age 9-13)

Adventure Weeks
July 25-29 (age 5-8)
August 2-5 (Age 9-13)

Theatre ON THE Beach
August 8-12 (age 5-8)
August 15-19 (Age 9-13)

For information or to register 
please call 250-355-2484

submitted
• On the basis of the recent bus 

review report, several routes will 
experience changes next year in order 
to save fuel costs and mileage/wear and 
tear on the bus fleet. Summit Lake route 
will now have Box Lake as its terminus; 
the family of the two students at Summit 
Lake will be notified of the change and 
will qualify for a transportation subsidy 
to drive the students to Box Lake. 

L ik e w i se ,  t he  Edgewood 
Elementary route will no longer go as 
far as the pre-emption, but instead have 
the Edgewood Junction as the terminus; 
the family of the one student at pre-
emption will be notified and qualify for 
a transportation subsidy.

The district will also move towards 
storing the buses for the Fauquier run 
and EES run at the schools – again, 
this will save fuel. Bus driver hours 
will remain the same with a heightened 
emphasis on cleaning and preventative 
bus maintenance. 

• Thanks to Telus and its local 
employee Jarrod Teindl, 97 backpacks 
have been donated for students in need 
of school supplies. Each backpack 
includes a ruler, pencil crayons, pens, 
pencils, a basic calculator and paper. 
Schools will distribute the backpacks 
to needy families in late August and 
early September. Parents may contact 

SD 10 Arrow Lakes superintendent’s report, June 28
their school’s office in early July or late 
August to request backpacks for their 
children.

• The six West Kootenay school 
district superintendents met via 
conference call with CBT’s President/
CEO and Director of Special Initiatives 
and discussed alignment between CBT’s 
Strategic Vision and district goals. CBT 
is interested in exploring opportunities 
around grant opportunities and initiatives 
for more strategic partnerships with 
school districts in the Columbia Basin.

• Lucerne School has won a $10,000 
‘Farm to Cafeteria’ grant for the 2016-
17 school year, to continue and further 
develop the very successful Lucerne 
for Lunch program, which connects the 
school garden and greenhouse, food 
storage and preparation in a sustainable 
manner.

• A local dental hygienist has 
approached the district regarding a 
possible free dental screening program 
to serve the four district schools. This 
kind of program can be offered with 
grant support; local granting support 
is strong.

• BC Hydro recently interviewed 
Manager of Operations Art Olson 
showcasing his excellent leadership. As 
a result of the LED upgrades he executed 
over the past two years, BC Hydro has 
advised that SD10 can expect to save 
$4,000 a year on its energy costs. This 
energy savings projection does not take 
into account the LED infrastructure that 
has been installed in the past six months 
using the $256,000 Ministry grant which 
resulted in upgrades at NES, NSS, EES 
and the board office and shops.

• The West Kootenay Teacher 
Education Program enrolment is up 
from 21-24 students per year, to 35 
pre-service teachers in next year’s 
cohort. More than 70 applications for 
the program were received. In addition, 
Taylor and WKTEP coordinators are 
examining three subsequent weeks 
with the entire cohort, or part of the 
cohort in the district. This in situ model 
sees teacher candidates learning and 
participating in work with students in the 
school district alongside SD 10 teachers.

• Dr. Lorna Newman will join 

the district starting in August as the 
new Director of Learning. Currently 
Assistant Superintendent in SD 79 
(Cowichan), Newman has a very strong 
background in leading special education 
and safe schools at the district level 
with district oversight in International 
Education, work with the Aboriginal 
community, and excellent background 

in support staff HR amongst other 
skillsets. She began her teaching career 
at Mt. Sentinel and WE Graham and is 
thrilled to be joining the leadership team 
in SD 10 and returning to the Kootenays.

• In January 2013, the district 
underwent a multi-partner consultation 
process to create a three-year District 
Strategic Plan. Four goals were created: 

enhance communication; transform 
and enhance information technologies; 
improve student achievement in 
numeracy, gender gap and fostering 
personalization of learning for all 
students; and enhance community 
involvement. Significant progress has 
been made on these goals over the past 
two and a half years.

by Jan McMurray
Lucerne School staff and parents 

had an opportunity to meet the school’s 
new principal, Nick Graves, on July 6.

Graves will start work at Lucerne 
in the 2017-18 school year. Due to an 
immigration issue, his wife was not able 
to move to Canada for the upcoming 
school year. Trish Hawkins will return to 
the school as acting principal in 2016-17.

“I’m really excited to come,” said 
Graves. “It’s an amazing group of 
teachers, and everyone is so kind and 
friendly.”

Currently, Graves is principal of a 
BC Offshore School in Seoul. He has 
also worked at a BC Offshore School 
in China and at a First Nations school in 
Bella Coola. Originally from Toronto, 
he received his Bachelor of Education 
and Masters of Educational Technology 
at UBC, and his Masters of Educational 
Leadership at University of Western 
Ontario in London.

Meet and Greet with Lucerne School’s new principal
Graves and Hawkins will be in 

touch over the next school year. “I feel 
very lucky to have this long transition 
time and this mentorship with Trish,” 
said Graves. Hawkins was principal of 
Lucerne for five years. She retired seven 
years ago, but has worked as teacher on 
call over those years.

The two principals are discussing 
ways to make connections between 
the students of the Seoul school and 
Lucerne. Last year, the students at 

Graves’ school were penpals with 
students in Nova Scotia.

Graves said he applied for the 
job at Lucerne because the school 
is innovative and provides unique 
learning opportunities. Also, he has an 
eight-month-old son. “We wanted to 
find a great place to raise him and New 
Denver is very much that place, with a 
strong sense of community, a healthy 
environment and opportunities for him 
to do different, unique things.”

Nick Graves is Lucerne School’s new principal, starting in the 2017-18 school year. Trish Hawkins will be acting principal in 2016-17.
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New Denver’s 16th 
Annual Antique and 

Collectible Street Fair
Sunday, July 24th

Main Street of New Denver
8 am - 3 pm

See you there!!
For space rental, call Helen
250-355-2354 

submitted
Lucerne School science teacher 

Signy Fredrickson is all about getting her 
students outside so it was no surprise to 
find her in early June digging holes and 
planting trees with her grades 7, 8 and 9 
students on the banks of Silverton Creek. 
For the third consecutive year, the Grade 
7/8 class from Lucerne has adopted 

Lucerne students participate in Silverton Creek riparian conservation
Carpenter Creek as a living laboratory, 
collecting data and assessing overall 
creek health. This project is a student 
action project of Know Your Watershed, 
a program of the Columbia Basin Trust, 
administered and managed by Wildsight. 

Led by Fredrickson and local 
educator Marcy Mahr, the 13 Grade 7/8 
students went out to the creeks in small 

teams from October through May. In 
June, the Grade 9s were invited to join 
and Mahr put together a restoration 
demonstration project that would turn 
the community into a classroom and 
also help the students make a difference. 

“I enjoy bridging what the students 
are learning in the classroom with 
the amazing natural world outside 

the school doors,” said Fredrickson. 
“Since last fall, my class has been 
learning about watersheds with the 
Know Your Watershed program. They 
have been testing water quality and 
catching and identifying aquatic insects 
in both Carpenter and Silverton Creeks. 
And, this spring they wanted to do a 
conservation project that could improve 
stream habitat for fish and insects.” 

Mahr recruited ecologists Tyson 
Ehlers and Gregoire Lamoureux to help 
make the project a success. “When the 
students learned that Silverton Creek was 
one of the most important watersheds 
in the Slocan Valley for bull trout, they 
wanted to do something positive for the 
fish,” explains Mahr. “It is important for 
students to go before Village council, 
learn about planning and regulations, and 
make a case for their project. And it’s so 
worthwhile to have them interact with 
mentors to see that restoration ecology 
and stewardship can be interesting career 
paths.” 

By lunchtime, the students had 

planted a mix of small conifer trees 
along a section of the riparian area by 
the Silverton Bridge. Along with a few 
blisters, they took back to school some 
new ideas and added confidence. 

“I liked being outside and using 
tools. I learned how to plant trees and 
my favourite thing was digging the holes. 
It’s cool it happened in my town,” said 
Aleks Ratynski.

“I was very impressed with the 
students’ presentation to council and the 
overall level of engagement our youth 
continually demonstrates,” commented 
Silverton Mayor Jason Clarke. 

This year, Lucerne School was one 
of six pilot projects developed in the 
Columbia Basin through Know Your 
Watershed. The program is designed 
specifically for high school students and 
supports teachers in bringing science 
curriculum to life. Through this hands-
on program, students increase their 
knowledge and awareness of their 
local watersheds and water in their 
communities. 

For the third consecutive year, the Grade 7/8 class from Lucerne has adopted Carpenter Creek as a living laboratory, collecting data and assessing overall creek health. 

submitted
If you saw students down at the 

Slocan River this spring, nets in hand, 
getting their feet wet, learning about 
water quality and aquatic insects, 
then you were seeing kids in action, 
connecting to and discovering their local 
watershed.

This May and June, the Grade 6-8 
science students from WE Graham 
Community School in Slocan and the 
Grade 8 students from Mt. Sentinel 
Secondary School in South Slocan both 
participated in Know Your Watershed, a 
program of the Columbia Basin Trust, 
administered and managed by Wildsight.

Understanding the quality of their 
river by doing chemical water tests 
such as pH, nitrate, phosphate, dissolved 
oxygen and turbidity, as well as looking 
at the diversity and sheer number of 
aquatic insects, has created awareness 
and turned the students into committed 
advocates and ambassadors of the Slocan 
River.

To better protect their watershed, 
the students from both communities 
engaged in a student action project, the 
Pack-In Pack-Out River Bag project, in 
conjunction with the Green Team and 

Slocan students inspire river stewardship
the Global Perspectives class from Mt. 
Sentinel Secondary School.

With grant support from Area H, 
Slocan RiverWatch and Wildsight, the 
students constructed mesh bags that 
attach to the outside of a boat, raft or 
other floating device. The bags will serve 
to remind people how important it is to 
pack-in pack-out their garbage, cans and 
bottles. They will be available at local 
stores as well as at a Slocan RiverWatch 
give-away event and from students and 
supporters this summer at various entry 
points on the river.

The number of people floating down 

the Slocan River has exponentially 
increased over the years, along with the 
accumulation of garbage in the river. 
The cans and bottles at the bottom of 
the river are becoming breeding habitat 
for leeches, where the fish cannot reach 
them; this changes the dynamics of our 
river system. 

By recognizing the human impacts 
on our water quality, the Pack-In Pack-
Out River Bag project is a practical 
and meaningful way to make everyone 
a watershed steward, personally 
responsible for protecting the Slocan 
River. 

Grade 6-8 science students from WE Graham Community School in Slocan show off their 
Pack-In Pack-Out River Bags.

by Katrine Campbell
There is not a lot of garbage coming 

out of Lucerne School in New Denver. 
Beverage containers are returned for a 
refund, paper, metal and plastic go to the 
recycling bins, and food waste ends up 
in the compost.

At the June SD 10 board meeting, 
trustees watched a PowerPoint 
presentation designed and written 
by students, explaining composting 
and recycling. The introduction said, 
“Every school should have a healthy 
environment. The grades 4/5/6 class of 
Lucerne Elementary Secondary School 
put together this presentation to educate 
other schools on how we maintain a 
healthy environment, to learn and live 
in. A healthy school is a healthy life! 
Enjoy our presentation and we hope 
you participate in making your school 
green.”

The students explained how they 

LESS students want to green up schools
collected small buckets of food waste 
every day from each classroom, put it 
into larger buckets with bokashi and then 
let it sit for two weeks. Then the contents 
are dumped into a compost drum and 
later added to the garden. They also 
provide a guide to recycling, and explain 
in detail what returnables go where.

“This group of kids were awesome,” 
Sumrall said. “They did The Talking 
Spade book and visited the Pavilion.” 
The book was a project of the Healthy 
Community Society in partnership 
with the school and community, and is 
a compilation of gardening lore from 
long-time gardeners in the area.

submitted
Supporters who attended the recent 

Grassroots Grammas afternoon tea and 
jewellery sale were treated to a fabulous day 
of visiting with friends while nibbling small 
sandwiches and cakes and enjoying tea on the 
banks of the Little Slocan River. With the help 
of generous sponsors, donors and attendees 
the Grammas were able to send a donation 
of more than $3,000 to the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation’s ‘Grandmothers Campaign’.

“We are proud to be part of the 
movement that, in its 10th year, celebrates 

Grassroots Grammas raise funds for African grandmothers
$24 million dollars raised to help African 
grandmothers change the course of the AIDS 
pandemic. We’d like to thank our generous 
donors and supporters in the Slocan Valley 
for helping us reach that milestone,” said 
chair Judith Ceroli.

To learn more about the work of the 
SLF Grandmothers Campaign, see www.
grandmotherscampaign.org. To learn more 
about how the Slocan Valley Grassroots 
Grammas supports that work, visit their 
Facebook Page at www.facebook.com/
GrassrootsGrammas.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Support the 
Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC

www.figmentscanada.com

 Quality, Canadian, Handmade. 
Come see our ever-changing 

collection of  unique gifts. 
Open every day.

KASLO & AREA

Working to establish 24/7 
emergency care in Kaslo and 

surrounding areas
KASLO & AREA MEDICAL 

CARE SOCIETY
A non-profit charitable organization

We welcome and appreciate your 
support! 

Become a member!
All donations over $10 are tax deductible

Box 1215, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslomed@yahoo.ca

by Art Joyce
From small beginnings, great things 

grow. North Kootenay Lake Community 
Services Society (NKLCSS) celebrates 
its 40th anniversary in 2016, offering not 
only cake at events throughout the year 
but a brand new director. Helen Lutz, 
who started the job in December, has two 
decades of experience in public health 
nutrition and working with non-profits, 
including the Kootenay Boundary 
Community Services Cooperative. 

“Social justice issues are pretty 

North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society celebrates 40th
close to my heart. Having a broad 
background in public health and poverty 
reduction strategies all makes for a strong 
foundation for this work. My role is to 
figure out what it takes to support staff 
to do what they do. Even though we’re 
a small, very rural agency, it’s important 
for people to know that we have an 
absolutely outstanding staff.” 

Lutz has lived in Nelson with her 
husband for 26 years, and spent some 
years as a consultant in poverty reduction, 
communications and evaluation. As 
an advocate for poverty reduction, she 
worked with the Social Planning Action 
Network (SPAN) in Nelson, which links 
its efforts with provincial and national 
groups. She’s excited about facilitating 
the wide range of services offered by 
NKLCSS, which serves Kaslo, the 
east shore to Crawford Bay, Meadow 
Creek, Johnson’s Landing, Argenta and 
the Lardeau Valley. The agency started 
out 40 years ago simply offering home 
support services for seniors. Now, it 
offers counselling services for children 
and families, including early years 
programs and services for new parents; 
the Kaslo Food Hub and food security 
programs; and a youth coordinator. 
The food security component recently 
expanded its library of tools to include a 
selection of farm tools. 

Seniors have more services available 
through NKLCSS than ever. Staff 
are there to inform them about what 
programs are available and help with 
access. This fall a support group for 
seniors’ caregivers will be offered. 
Although elder abuse has recently 
become a hot-button issue, there’s a 
well-organized group already providing 
that service. A successful seniors fair this 
spring had 120 people turn up, including 
businesses and the RCMP, who talked 
about financial scams targeting seniors. 
A huge issue is elderly people losing their 
driver’s licenses, and the agency can help 
arrange transportation to appointments. 

“We want to minimize suffering, 
whether that’s helping young families, 
young people or seniors,” says Lutz. 

“When families live further and further 
apart from each other, you don’t 
necessarily live close to parents, so 
it’s important that there’s resources 
available to support seniors. And when 
you support seniors to stay in their 
homes, you’re reducing the burden on 
the healthcare system as well.”

Lutz says youth in the area, like 
seniors, face challenges due to our 
comparative remoteness. The agency’s 
youth coordinator is invaluable in 
helping youth learn new skills, socialize 
and enjoy activities together. A recent 
photography course resulted in youth 
having an exhibition of their original 
work. She says NKLCSS is seeking a 
new location for its Youth Centre – a 
space that can be dedicated for their use. 

“Kids need support, and some kids 
more than others. We want to make 
sure all kids can transition safely into 
adulthood. Young people in remote 
communities tend to fetishize leaving 
so it’s important to give them good 
experiences here so they’ll be motivated 
to come back, because it’s young 
people that help build the future of our 

community.” 
The agency has grown considerably 

over the years, with a budget close 
to $800,000 per year and 29 staff, 
mostly part-time. NKLCSS relies 
“heavily on our strong partnerships 
with others,” such as the school district, 
local government, the Village of Kaslo’s 
direction on community priorities, and 
other NGOs. Where infrastructure for 
social services is lacking in a community, 
the BC government turns to contract 
service providers such as NKLCSS. 
The Columbia Basin Trust has been a 
generous funder over the years, along 
with the Vancouver Foundation, the 
Community Fund of North Kootenay 
Lake, the UBCM, and the McConnell 
Foundation. For its anniversary year, 
watch for NKLCSS to turn up here, 
there, and everywhere with cake, 
including the edible garden tour on July 
17. Lutz invites the public to attend its 
AGM in September and promises a slice 
of the sweet there too.

“We’ve grown from very small 
roots providing very specific services 
to a broad range of services to the 

whole community. We’re a significant 
employer in the area as well. It’s 
important to mention how grateful we 
are to the community for the donations 
they give our agency.”

Lutz says NKLCSS, currently 
crammed into a small house, is 
desperately in need of more space. 
Although the Kemball Building was 
considered, it was ruled out due to the 
lack of accessibility for seniors and 
disabled and high heating costs. Finding 
a new home is a high priority for the 
board.

Helen Lutz is the new director of NKLCSS.

by Art Joyce
It’s not so much an issue of ‘to go or 

not to go,’ but where for Kaslo visitors 
and tourists.

At Kaslo council’s Committee of 
the Whole meeting July 5, an attempt 
to present a solution to the village’s 
lack of public toilets was offered by 
Stephanie Judy. Speaking on behalf 
of the North Kootenay Lake Arts and 
Heritage Council (NKLAHC), she 
presented a proposal known in the 
UK as Community Toilet Schemes, 
whereby businesses are paid a modest 
amount annually to cover expenses 
from allowing public use of their 
facilities. 

Judy bolstered her case with a 
research paper from the University 
of Toronto stating that, “investment 
in adequate and well-designed public 
toilets increases retail turnover, tourist 
numbers, and economic growth.” 
Judy’s own research paper examined 
the many options available worldwide, 
citing the “highly successful” British 
model known as the ‘Community 
Toilet Scheme,’ “where participating 
businesses allow the public to use their 
toilet facilities, and receive an annual 
payment from the municipality to cover 
their costs.” 

The Community Toilet Scheme 
was originally devised by the London 

Tempest in a toilet bowl: Kaslo wrestles with public washrooms
Borough of Richmond upon Thames 
and has grown quickly to include 
70 participating businesses. “After 
implementing the Community Toilet 
Scheme, Richmond increased the 
number of public toilets available in 
the business district from 5 to 75 while 
decreasing the municipality’s annual 
costs from £85,000 to £20,000 per 
year,” notes Judy’s report.

Her report compared other 
solutions, such as APTs (Automated 
Public Toilets) – freestanding, self-
contained, self-cleaning toilets such as 
found in Calgary, Victoria, Nanaimo 
and other cities. Victoria’s APT in 
Bastion Square “features a graffiti-proof 
coating and combines a unisex toilet 
and an exterior hand-washing station. 
The energy efficient loo is powered 
entirely by solar powered LED lighting 
fixtures and meets the ADA Standards 
(Americans with Disabilities Act) 
for accessible design.” The City of 
Nelson created something similar for 
its public washroom in Art Gibbons 
Memorial Park in Rosemont near 
the new skatepark. This ‘All-Natural 
Building’ is designed to be net-zero 
energy use, “showcasing local, healthy, 
low-energy embodied materials and 
low-cost alternative building methods.” 
However, for a small rural community 
with a limited tax base, these units may 
be cost prohibitive.

Rhonda Solomon, the U of T 
researcher cited by Judy, states that 
“adequate and well-designed public 
toilets placate business owners who 
are weary of requests from non-patrons 
for use of their toilet facilities; increase 
access to the city, especially for parents 

with young children, people with 
disabilities, and the elderly; promote 
public health by discouraging urination 
and defecation on public and private 
property; and encourage tourism and 
promote economic growth by creating 
hospitable city centres.” In contrast, 
Solomon found that a lack of public 
toilets impacts a city’s reputation as a 
tourist destination. 

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e c e i v e d 
Judy’s report but did not make any 
recommendation to council. Instead 
Councillor Jimmie Holland made a 
recommendation that two porta-potties 
be located in Front Street Park, to be 
serviced by the Village but paid for 
by a $5-10 surcharge on vendors at 
the Saturday Market. The market is 
coordinated by NKLAHC, who would 
have to administer fees. Councillor Lang 
said he’d prefer to see the porta-potties 
located where they can empty into the 
sewer system instead of having to be 
pumped out by public works. Councillor 
Knoll said he wanted to approach the 
Kaslo Hotel again but Lang said past 
negotiations had proven fruitless. 

Judy later sent an email to CAO 
Neil Smith stating that, “We were quite 
stunned by the motion that Jimmie 
Holland proposed on Tuesday, to 
install porta-potties and require Market 
vendors to pay for them. The fact that 
NKLAHC was never consulted about 
this proposal is only one among many 
of our concerns.” She requested that 
council meet with them to discuss the 
proposal. Smith responded that, “this 
financial arrangement could not happen 
without a bylaw change, which will not 
happen anytime soon,” and committee 
resolutions are recommendations to 
council only. 

Judy reminded council that 
providing year-round public toilets 
on Front Street is part of the Official 
Community Plan, and has been listed 
as Public Spaces Priority #1 in the Age-
Friendly Kaslo report by the UBCM. 
Further, “NKLAHC has twice presented 
a detailed, well-researched proposal for 
a Community Toilet Scheme,” she said. 
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Silverton’s Canada Day parade featured the annual march of flag bearers led as always by a Mountie. 

Cheyanna kept the kids happy with her face-painting magic at Canada Day in Silverton. 

Arrow Lakes 1st Ambassador Sidney Bone, Mayor Hamling and 2nd Ambassador Kennedy Pazurik cut the Canada Day Cake.

Indica Phillipson holds court on the Kal Tire float in the Nakusp Canada Day Parade.

Members of Nakusp Search & Rescue bribed the publisher to get their picture in the paper.
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Arrow Lake Motel
in Fauquier

• Newly renovated
• Under new ownership

GRAND OPENING SPECIAL
For the month of July

Stay two nights and get one free night and two 
people golf for the price of one at the beautiful 

Fauquier Golf Course

250-269-7622

by Jan McMurray
The Arrow Lake Motel has new 

owners and has been completely 
renovated.

“It’s like a new place,” said 
owner Liz Feiffer.

Ken and Liz Feiffer have a lot 
of experience in the motel business, 
having owned three motels in 
Saskatchewan. The couple had 
retired and was living in Medicine 
Hat when Ken found the Arrow Lake 
Motel for sale online. Ken, his son, 
and his grandson came out to look 
at it in January, and were impressed 
with the motel building and the 

Ken and Liz Feiffer are the new owners of 
the Arrow Lake Motel in Fauquier.

New owners at the Arrow Lake Motel in Fauquier
beautiful community. The sale went 
through in March.

“It’s a beautiful, quiet area and 
this is a nice little business for us 
now that we want to slow down a 
bit,” said Liz. Their grandson, who 
loves the mountains, will manage it.

The motel has seven rooms 
currently available, and will have 
ten when all the renovations are 
finished. Two of the rooms will have 
kitchenettes. There are picnic tables 
and barbecues on the front grounds 
for people to enjoy the view of the 
lake.

“We have a gorgeous view, 

with the lake right across from us. 
People who have stayed with us 
have given us nothing but good 
reviews. They’ve commented on our 
comfortable beds, and say they’ve 
never slept better,” said Liz.

The motel’s grand opening is 
being celebrated with a special 
package deal in partnership with 
the Fauquier Golf Course. In July, 
patrons who stay at the motel for 
two nights get one night for free, 
and can get a two for one deal at the 
golf course.

“Hopefully that will draw some 
people from the area to come stay 
with us,” Liz said.

The couple bought the motel 
from the original owner, who ran it 
for about 25 years. It had been closed 
for several years before the Feiffers 
bought it.

submitted
The Hidden Garden Gallery 

presents Hand Hook Rugs – Beauty in 
Diversity, fibre art by Sara Judith and 
Heather Fox, July 18 to July 23. They 
each explore the possibilities of this 
medium with different styles, materials, 
themes and subjects. Landscapes, 
Guatemala-inspired T-shirt hooking, art 
nouveau style, three dimensional work, 
realistic pieces, folk art, Grenfell style, 
and punch hooking all have a place in 
the wide range of fibre art pieces that 
will be shown at the gallery

Sara Judith has always loved colour, 
texture and fibre. After many years 
of weaving, spinning and dyeing, she 
discovered hooking in 2003, after a 
chance visit to Deanne Fitzpatrick’s 
studio in Nova Scotia. She was 
immediately drawn to its expressiveness, 
its forgiving nature and the lack of rules. 
It quickly became her passion and she 
explored the medium attending many 
workshops across North America and 
becoming an accredited teacher. Sara 
now leads workshops focusing on 
punch hooking, its possibilities and 

This month at the Hidden Garden Gallery
combinations with traditional hooking, 
as well as workshops on improvisation 
and creative possibilities.

Heather Fox has been rug hooking 
for more than 10 years. While on 
vacation in Vermont, she discovered 
this creative medium at a sheep and 
wool festival. The detail and beauty of 
the pieces on display drew her to the 
craft and she says, “ I knew my days of 
knitting were behind me!” 

Heather enjoys the challenge of 
the finely shaded, realistic style of 
hooking but has recently started to 
explore hooking with wider cuts of 
wool as a way to increase her skill and 
knowledge in all areas of rug hooking. 
She has also become a certified rug 
hooking instructor both in the US 
and with the Western Canada Rug 
Hooking Education Association because 
“teaching others makes me a better 
artist.”

The reception for Sara and Heather’s 
show will be Monday July 18 from 7 – 
9 pm with music provided by Freya, 
Martine denBok on violin and Noel 
Fudge on guitar. 

• 1996 – 2016: A 20-year Personal 
Retrospective of Favourite Photographs 
by Patrizia Menton will be exhibited at 
the Hidden Garden Gallery from July 
25 to July 30. 

1996 was the year that, with much 
courage of heart, Patrizia Menton 
opened Chiaroscuro Photographic 
Gallery in Hills, located in a beautiful 
garden setting. Despite the remote 
location, this small gallery has been a 
successful venue for Patrizia to exhibit 
and share her ongoing work in Fine 
Art Photography. Living in such close 

proximity to her own gallery has also 
allowed her to follow very closely the 
visual evolution of two decades of work. 
Her large archive of photographs reveals 
a passion for the natural world, the lake 
and the mountains being central to the 
beauty that surrounds her. This passion 
also extends to an ongoing love affair for 
her native country Italy, its architecture 
and culture.

Patrizia feels that photography is 
a form of active meditation, bringing 
into focus what often goes unnoticed 
or is simply taken for granted. Two key 

elements seen repeatedly throughout 
her work are attention to detail and 
subtle nuances in the light. Such focused 
attention can leave one with a deeper 
appreciation for the exquisite beauty 
revealed. This show intends to honour 
and celebrate the first 20 years of Patrizia 
Menton’s work.

A reception will be held on 
Wednesday, July 27, 7-9 pm with music 
by violinist Erin Burkholder. 

The Hidden Garden Gallery, 803 
Kildare St, New Denver, is open 10 am 
to 3 pm Monday through Saturday.

by Jan McMurray
Susan Kostuch is the new 

coordinator for the Arrow Lakes Better 
at Home program.

The  program offers  l igh t 
housekeeping, light home repairs, and 
snow shovelling services to seniors 
in Nakusp, Burton, Fauquier, and 
Edgewood. The services are offered 
on a sliding scale, depending on the 
client’s income. Some clients are fully 
subsidized.

Susan and her husband, Ed, an 
electrical contractor, moved to Nakusp 
from Alberta three years ago and bought 
Coachman Campground. In Alberta, 
Susan worked with Children’s Services 
for 20 years.

Better at Home is funded by the 
Province, managed by United Way of 
the Lower Mainland, and delivered 

Better at Home has new coordinator in the Arrow Lakes
by Arrow & Slocan Lake Community Services in the Arrow Lakes.

Susan Kostuch is the new coordinator for the Arrow Lakes Better at Home program.
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Joins with the rest of the 
community in wishing the 2016 

graduating class of 
Mt. Sentinel 

School every 
success.

Alex Bayoff: Castlegar Minor 
Hockey Award; Alondra Burton: 
Heritage Credit Union Award, 
Mountain Valley Station, Mt. Sentinel 
PAC Bursary; Kyle Chernenkoff: 
Brent Kennedy Memorial Award, 
Castlegar Minor Hockey Award, 
Columbia Basin Trust Award, Kyle 
Zarchikoff Memorial Bursary, Rotary 
Club of Nelson; Jonathan Drew: 
Mt. Sentinel Administrators Award; 
Zach Early-Janzen: Kootenay 
Slocan Lions Club Bursary; Richard 
Memorial Bursary, Selkirk College 
Board of Governors (Sec. Grad 
Award); Dara Ferrier: Katrine 

Awards and scholarships for deserving Mt. Sentinel graduates
Conroy MLA Trades Bursary; 
Rainbow Gardiner: ACE-IT Award, 
C.U.P.E. Local 748 Bursary, C.U.P.E. 
Kootenay District Council Bursary; 
Jocko Garton: Royal Canadian 
Legion (Slocan Valley Branch 276), 
Selkirk College Board of Governors 
(Sec. Grad Award); Maya Green: 
Dogwood District/Authority Award, 
Rotary Club of Nelson, Whole School 
Zack Harvey Memorial Scholarship; 
Sara Griko: Columbia Basin Trust 
Award. Mt. Sentinel PAC Bursary, 
Selkirk College Board of Governors; 
Petra Hartley: Kootenay Savings 
Comm. Found. Bursary, Selkirk 

College Board of Governors (Sec. 
Grad Award); Lane Kooznetsoff: 
Arrow Lakes Tugboat Society Award; 
Emmi Matern: Governor General 
Award, Georgia Ethel McKeown 
Bursary, McEwan and Co. Law 
Corporation Scholarship, Selkirk 
College Board of Governors (Sec. 
Grad Award), West Kootenay Branch 
of Assoc. of Prof. Eng. & Geoscient. 
of BC; Raya Mikkelson: Blair 
D’Andrea Memorial Scholarship, 
Kootenay Lake Hospital Auxiliary 
Scholarship (Nelson Ch.); Griffin 
Nowaczynski: Nelson and District 
Credit Union, Nelson Masonic 

Lodge Award (male recipient); Sacha 
Ostrikoff: Ken Savinkoff Award; 
Cale Perepolkin: Selkirk College 
Board of Governors (Sec. Grad 
Award); Jake Popoff: Kyle Zarchikoff 
Memorial Bursary; Mason Ranta: 
Selkirk Paving; Alaneh Robertson: 
Aboriginal Education Award; Vherra 
Salikin: Dogwood District/Authority 
Award, Nelson Masonic Lodge 
Award (female recipient); Bradley 
Spurge: Kootenay Lake Principals/
VP Award, Mt. Sentinel Students’ 
Council, Royal Canadian Legion 
(Slocan Valley Branch 276); Lauren 
Spurge: Mt. Sentinel Service Award, 

Mt. Sentinel Students’ Council, 
N.D.T.A. Scholarship, Columbia 
Power Corporation; Bryce Twible: 
Dogwood District/Authority 
Award, Ernie Gare Scholarship, 
Kootenay Columbia Teachers’ Assoc. 
Award, Nelson Regional Sports 
Council, RHC Insurance Brokers 
Scholarship, Rotary Club of Nelson; 
Alaya Verishine: Dogwood District/
Authority Award, Mt. Sentinel PAC 
Bursary, Mt. Sentinel Yearbook 
Bursary, Selkirk College Board 
of Governors (Sec. Grad Award); 
Anthony Zimmerman: Carol Sing 
Award

Back Row: Kyle Chernenkoff, Jake Popoff, Lane Kooznetsoff, Brennen Beek, Tyler Donald, Brandon Armstrong, Sebastian Marr, Fulton Sawyer, Jonathan Drew, Jocko Garton, Anthony Zimmerman, Cody Carlson, Trenyn Barisoff. Third Row: James Quigley, Carlos Berger, Mason 
Ranta, Justin Sookorukoff, Kyle Huard, Zach Early-Janzen, Jonah Goodwin-Wilson, Alex Bayoff, Devon Dunkley, Kyle Hoover, Leif Reese-Steinraths, Bryce Twible, Max Bonten. Second row: Vherra Salikin, Dara Ferrier, Riley Sherbinin, Steph Kobald, Kate Cresswell, Raya Mikkelson, 

Jaslyn Uppal, Sacha Ostrikoff, Emily Crowder, Miranda Boisvert, Linnea Sharelove. Front Row: Emmi Matern, Emily Hamilton, Alanah Robertson, Alondra Burton, Petra Hartley, Zoe Bingham, Maeve Reilly, Alaya Verishine, Maya Mierau, Lauren Spurge, Sara Griko, Maya Green.
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Kootenay Furnace
Slocan City • 250-355-0088

Congratulations to the 2016 
Graduating Class of Mount 

Sentinel School!

Congratulations
to the

Class of 2016!

Slocan 
Valley 
Co-op

Congratulations 
Graduates

We think that you’re all 
smart cookies!

Fomi’s Bakery
250-226-7186
Winlaw, BC

5186 Oma Road 
on Hwy 6, 3 km 
south of Winlaw
250-226-6833

Congratulations to
the Graduating 
Class of 
Mt. Sentinel
Secondary School

Don’t be afraid to take a big step if 
one is indicated; you can’t cross a 
chasm in two small jumps.

– David Lloyd George

Best of Luck,
graduates!

GROCERIES/ORGANICS/LOTTO/LIQUOR

Congrats to our 
Mount Sentinel 
2016 Graduates!
from

All the best for the 
future!

May all your dreams 
come true!

Fabulous 
food, friends 

and fiesta
250-226-7070

Maple Leaf Store 
congratulates the 

Class of 2016!
Crescent Valley

359-7996

Emery Herbals
15729 Hwy 6

Winlaw
250-226-7744

Congratulations 
to the 2016 

Graduating Class 
of Mt. Sentinel 

Secondary School!

SIFCo

Congratulations 
to all the 2016 

Graduates!

SIFCo - Your 
Community Forest 

May the Forest 
be with You!

by Jan McMurray
The Mt. Sentinel Secondary School 

graduation ceremony, postponed to June 
30, was well worth the wait.

“We promised a grad and we’re 
going to deliver on a grad,” said Principal 
Glen Campbell in his opening remarks, 
chiding the class that they had “never 
done it the easy way, ever since grade 7.”

Campbell thanked the school district 
and everyone who was working behind 
the scenes for helping to ensure the grad 
happened through a “safety first lens.” 

Mt. Sentinel “kind and caring” Class of 2016 graduates June 30
He also thanked the community for their 
support through the very challenging 
time. “I learned that we can always count 
on the support of the community. The 
incredible effort to support the grad has 
been amazing this year,” he said.

The principal shared some of the 
valuable lessons this class had learned 
this year at Mt. Sentinel: that camping 
out on school grounds the day before 
school starts is probably not the best way 
to start off the school year, that driving 
to school at excessive speeds doesn’t 
change the fact that you are late when 
you arrive, and that writing inappropriate 
words as a grad prank doesn’t make it 
appropriate. “We discovered together 
that we have some real leaders in this 

class, but the really cool, interesting part 
to me is it’s different students at different 
times in different ways.”

Campbell said this group of grads is 
“the perfect example of what is very right 
with our youth today,” describing them 
as “resilient, humourous, and caring for 
others and themselves.” He encouraged 
them to ask good questions, keep their 
curiosity alive, and continue taking risks 
with their learning.

Tr u s t e e  S h a r o n  N a z a r o f f 
congratulated the grads on their 
accomplishments. “Everyone is so proud 
of you after all that has gone on this past 
week,” she said. “Dream big, believe all 
is possible. You are our leaders.”

In his address, Superintendent 
Jeff Jones said he hoped the grads’ 
experiences as students in SD8 have 
helped them to feel prepared to pursue 
opportunities that come their way. 

He concluded with this: “You have 
clearly demonstrated that you are kind 
and compassionate, and this community 
is committed to the children in our care. 
I have been reminded and seen over 
the past week how amazing the staff 
at MSSS is. I have been reminded of 
the outstanding community support 
that our school district and this school 
have, and I have been reminded of the 
phenomenal students who are generously 
given to our care for their education. As 
collectively we heal after we experience 
a traumatic event, hopefully it will bring 
us closer together and make a better 
school. I cannot express my gratitude 
enough. I will be grateful for the rest of 
my life that we are here today and so my 
advice to you is to treasure this moment. 
Treasure who you are right now. Live 
your life with compassion, resiliency, 
and brilliance and be the perfect person 

you are today, because I think you are 
perfect.”

Chris Berger was the parent speaker. 
She was told the theme of the graduation 
was “classy,” so she looked it up and 
found out that “classy” can describe 
how you look, but also your inner 
quality. Looking further into the word 
“classy,” she discovered that it means 
being kind, respectful and polite; having 
self-discipline and self-knowledge; 
having the ability to run away from a bad 
situation with a smile on your face and 
goodness in your heart; and taking the 

high road. “Demonstrate these qualities 
every day and see what your life will be. 
Keep it classy!” she advised the grads.

Mr. Simpson, math teacher, shared 
a few stories about the class and quizzed 
them on parallel lines and Rolling Stones 
songs. “Have fun, enjoy life – it goes 
quickly. I can’t thank you enough for all 
the fun over the past four years,” he said.

Valedictorians Raya Mikkelson 
and Kyle Chernenkoff, chosen by the 
class, gave their speech, followed by the 
presentation of awards and scholarships 
and the graduation diplomas.

Sacha Ostrikoff receives the Ken Savinkoff Award.

Lauren Spurge receives the Mt. Sentinel Service Award
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Congratulations Graduates!

As you make your way in 
the world, never forget 
where you came from...

Walter 
Popoff

Director,
Area H, RDCK
(Slocan Valley)

Congratulations 
to the Mt. Sentinel 
graduating class 

of  2016. May your 
future endeavours 
take you places!

Congratulates the 
Graduating Class of 2016

Crescent Valley • 250-359-7323

All
the 

Best!

Gaia Tree
Winlaw

226-7255

Best of luck graduates as you 
make your way in the world.

Don’t forget where you came 
from as you move ahead!

2016

Congratulations
Graduates!

Note: this speech has been abridged.
by Raya Mikkelson and Kyle 
Chernenkoff

Kyle:  Thank you al l  for 
attending, for this night would not 
be as memorable if it weren’t for all 
the friends, family, and loved ones 
that are in attendance tonight.

Raya: We are aware the last 
week has been difficult for all of 
us. Each student is processing the 
changes differently. No matter who 
they are or how each individual 
is handling this experience, it is 
important to remember we have 
experienced this together and we will 
heal together.

Kyle: We are so grateful to 
everyone who has provided us with 
the help that each person requires. 
As a grad class, we have decided to 
donate a sizeable amount towards 
Mental Health. Mt. Sentinel has 
also decided to match our donation 
and we are now challenging you as 
a community to contribute towards 
our cause.

Raya: Mental Health is very 
important and often overlooked, and 
we want our community to know just 
how important it is.

Kyle: The community has had 
a massive role in making this event 
and weekend possible through 
friendly volunteers and the generous 

Mt. Sentinel Valedictorians’ Speech
donations we’ve received from many 
businesses.

Raya: Your contributions 
have really made these milestones 
possible and unforgettable. We 
would even like to thank the grads, 
because this is the best turnout for a 
grad event that we have had all year!

Raya: Wow! Did you ever think 
this day would come, Kyle?

Kyle: Not in my wildest dreams. 
It seems like just yesterday our 
journey had begun.

Raya: Our first day of school, 
getting up onto that big, yellow 
school bus, looking into the back and 
seeing all the big high school seniors 
with beards!

Kyle: Never thought that’d be 
me! But sure enough here we are, 
facial hair and all, celebrating our 
high school graduation!

Raya: I am so thankful I don’t 
have to be that big kid in the back of 
the bus anymore!

Kyle: I know we wouldn’t have 
made it past that first day if it hadn’t 
been for all the support we’ve 
received over the years. 

Raya: Thank you to the family, 
friends, teachers, staff, members of 
the community and the bus drivers, 
who gave us that first little push into 
this big world.

Kyle: As I look to my fellow grad 

mates, I smile – not only because they 
are goofy looking, but because of the 
memories we have shared. I have 
been fortunate enough to have been 
surrounded by a good core group of 
friends throughout my school career. 
True friends are hard to come by, and 
I can honestly say that I have many 
in this class. Some from my first day 
of preschool and even more from the 
first day I walked into Mt. Sentinel. 
I remember struggling to open the 
heavy doors only to find every single 
grade seven huddled in one spot as if 
they weren’t allowed to be anywhere 
else. It makes me laugh when I look 
back on this now. From the first day 
all the way through to my last, I have 
enjoyed the time that I’ve spent here. 
As I leave tonight, I know that though 
the doors may close behind me, they 
will most certainly never be locked. 
I look forward to crossing paths with 
my wildcat family down the road.

Raya: As you can see, this group 
has stuck together through it all. We 
are truly fortunate to grow up in 
such a unique school. Being here 
has blessed me with many lifelong 
friendships. Coming to Mt. Sentinel 
was like being a timid, little fish in a 
big pond, surrounded by sharks just 
waiting to attack. Now, we emerge 
from Mt. Sentinel as little tiger 
sharks, swimming out to a sea of 
Great Whites. Just trying to find our 
way in the world.

Kyle: Not only have we gained 
vast amounts of knowledge that will 
help us in the real world, we have 
also made relationships that will last 
a lifetime, with both the students and 
staff at Mt. Sentinel.

Raya: Our class has been 
fortunate enough to experience a 
student body of great diversity. We 
have come from all over the West 
Kootenays and have had different 
experiences along the way, but 
regardless of where we came from, 
we are all here now as wildcats.

Kyle: Mt. Sentinel has brought 
us all together from the first Friday 
of our high school career, where we 
competed in our very first sports 
day to our last. Battling in Mr. 
D’Andrea’s honour as his devils.

Raya: The Mt. Sentinel staff 
goes above and beyond to ensure that 
students understand how important 
school spirit is. At larger schools, 
students simply cannot experience 
the connections that we create here 
at Mt. Sentinel. You’re not just a 
number to the staff; each student is 
treated and cared for like family.

Kyle: I would now like to single 
out one member of the staff in 
particular. Don’t worry Sim I have 
mostly good things to say. Ahh 
where do I start? I know! How about 
something formal, like

Raya and Kyle: “good evening, 
Mr. Simpson.”

Kyle: Have any of the grads 
heard that one before? I along with 
many others have had the distinct 
pleasure of being in Mr. Simpson’s 
math classes in my senior years, 
and aside from the parallel lines, 
I actually enjoyed myself. Unlike 
many students, I actually got excited 
for math class, not because of the 
math, but because of the man who 
taught it. Pre-calculus is not an easy 
or enjoyable course for many. This 
was exactly the case for me, sorry 
Sim. But because Mr. Simpson went 
out of his way to create a relationship 
with me, I stuck with it and finished 
off strong.

Raya: These connections have 
helped us along this crazy road, and 
have without a doubt made us the 
people we are today. Past grads will 
say, by the end of your high school 
career, each and every student sitting 
up on stage sharing this moment with 
us is like family, and we cannot agree 
with them more.

Thank you to everyone for 
joining us in celebrating this victory. 
Just like a book, this chapter has now 
come to an end, and another is soon 
to begin. We wish all of our fellow 
grad mates the best in what’s to come. 
Whatever the future may hold for 
each and every one of you, we are 
confident that you will succeed in 
your wildest dreams.

Kyle: Dr. Seuss once said “You 
have brains in your head, you have 
feet in your shoes, you can steer 
yourself in any direction you choose.” 
It is important to remember no matter 
where life takes you, you will always 
be a wildcat at heart.

Kyle Chernenkoff and Raya Mikkelson read the valedictory address at Mt. Sentinel’s graduation ceremonies.
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by Anne Champagne
“Never retract, never explain, never 

apologize – get things done and let them 
howl.” So said Nellie McClung, a key 
figure in the struggle for women’s right 
to vote in Canada.

With other members of the Political 
Equality League, in 1914 McClung put 
on a play called A Women’s Parliament 
about a fictional land where men were 
agitating for the vote. The satire was 
a roaring success, helping propel 
Manitoba to become the first province to 
enfranchise women a hundred years ago.

By the late 1800s, women were 
campaigning for female suffrage to 
end discrimination in education, health 
care and working conditions, and to 
promote social assistance. Women’s 
suffrage was supported by anti-slavery 
activists, unions, socialists, the farm 
and temperance movements, the latter 
on the assumption that curbing alcohol 
would reduce violence against women 
and children. 

Canadian suffragists campaigned 
peacefully, unlike some British 
suffragettes who endured jail, violent 
force-feeding when they went on hunger 
strikes, and even death. When women 
today don’t exercise their right to vote, 
those who know that women around the 
world died for that right can be found 
smacking our foreheads in disbelief.

After decades of lobbying, the 
breakthrough came when Manitoba’s 
opposition leader T.C. Norris agreed to 
accord women the vote if he was elected 
premier in the 1915 election, and after 
he took office, on January 28, 1916 
he was true to his word. Alberta and 
Saskatchewan followed that year and BC 
on April 5, 1917. Most other provinces 
joined in soon after but Quebec resisted 
until 1940 because of opposition from 

2016: The 100th Anniversary of Women’s Suffrage in Canada 
the Catholic Church. In 1918, women 
who were British subjects could vote in 
federal elections but Asians were denied 
the vote until 1948, Inuit until 1951 and 
First Nations until 1960. 

Women’s suffrage was about 
women attaining political office as well 
as enfranchisement. In 1917, Alberta’s 
Louise McKinney became the first 
woman elected to a provincial legislature 

in the country and in the British Empire. 
In 1919, women could stand for election 
to the House of Commons but not 
the senate until the Persons Case 
changed the legal definition of women 
from essentially chattel to persons in 
1929. The first women elected to the 
House of Commons, Senate and prime 
minister’s office were Agnes Macphail 
(1921), Cairine Wilson (1930) and Kim 

Campbell (1993) respectively. In the last 
federal election, 88 women were elected 
to the House of Commons – 26% of 
MPs: the largest number ever – and half 
of the Cabinet is female. 

The upshot? Poll after poll shows 
that women tend to support progressive 
causes. As UBC professor emerita 
Veronica Strong-Boag writes, the 
suffrage movement significantly shaped 

Canada. “It is also no coincidence 
that Canada’s general, if imperfect, 
experiments with social security in the 
20th century coincided with some 50% 
increase in the electorate. As democracy 
became nearly universal, governments 
were forced as never before to begin 
to address issues of equity and justice. 
Women’s suffrage was essential to that 
advance.”

submitted
Get ready to relax or dance in the 

glorious Kohan Garden as the live 
world jazz music of Certified Mango 
drifts through the trees. This Silverton/
Rosebery/Kaslo-based band has just 
completed its first album, Wild Still 
Yonder: languid tangos, sultry funky 
rumbas, and mellow bossa novas. The 
CD release and concert will happen 
July 24. On the same day it can be 

Certified Mango releases first CD, Wild Still Yonder
found, world-wide, online at cdbaby.
com.

The CD took many months to 
complete, starting in the fall of 2015. 
Recording sessions happened at ‘A 
Manor of Sight and Sound’ in Rosebery 
with band members Aiko Jackson, 
Shelley Dobie, Tsuneko ‘Koko’ Kokubo, 
Howard Bearham, and Paul ‘Garbanzo’ 
Gibbons. Bearham donned an extra 
wizard’s hat as recording engineer. The 

material was then produced, mixed and 
mastered by Gibbons at Food of Love 
Records near Silverton, with regular 
feedback from other band members. 

“It was great to have input from 
all the musicians during the technical 
process, and this has resulted in a 
more organic feel to the album,” says 
Gibbons. There is a full 70 minutes of 
music on the CD.

The concert in the Kohan Garden 

at 2 pm July 24 will feature selections 
from the CD, as well as some brand 
new songs. Jim Dobie will join the 
band on electric guitar. Admission is 
by donation; bring a blanket or chair.

Certified Mango would like to 
thank all its supporters, in particular the 
Columbia Basin Trust, the Columbia 
Kootenay Cultural Alliance and the 
Slocan Lake Gallery Society for 
assistance in making this album.

submitted
The deadline for public comment 

on the future of the Balfour inland 
ferry terminal has been extended by 
three months, giving Balfour and area 
residents until October 6 to provide 
input.

The Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure says the issues it is facing 
with the current terminal “require 
action, and doing nothing is not an 
option.” It is considering two options, 
either relocating the terminal north to 
the Queens Bay area, or improving the 
current facility at Balfour. 

“To remain at the current location,” 
the ministry says, it “would have 
to address the challenges posed by 
the narrow channel and increasingly 
shallow lake bed, which may require 

Balfour ferry terminal: public comment period extended 
dredging to maintain the existing 
operation.”

Local input is a major consideration, 
it says, as the options are assessed and 
the consultation deadline has been 
extended to ensure all local residents 
have the time to comment. 

“The ministry has received 
significant feedback to date and 
the communit ies’ engagement 

and participation in this process is 
appreciated.”

An online survey is available at: 
www.gov.bc.ca/balfourterminal. The 
discussion guide and most recent 
technical feasibility study are also 
available online for further information.

Ferry service on Kootenay Lake 
currently operates between Balfour 
on the west side and Kootenay Bay 

on the east side. The distance is about 
nine km, with a crossing time of about 
35 minutes. The MV Osprey provides 
year-round service with the MV 
Balfour supplementing the summer 
service. Balfour ferry terminal has 
been in place since 1947. Information 
on the Balfour Terminal Relocation 
consultation is available at: www.gov.
bc.ca/balfourterminal.

submitted
Are you a gardener or someone 

interested in agriculture? On Sunday 
July 17 the Kaslo Edible Garden Tour 
will have something for everyone: 
private gardens both in town and up 
the lake, market gardens in Meadow 
Creek, the Community Garden. At 1 pm 
Tamara Sunsong will lead a soil building 
workshop at the Community Garden. 
It’s free to members; for $5 you can 
join to attend. 

The Food Hub will offer interesting 

NKLCSS hosts annual Edible Garden Tour
and differing styles of growing all things. 
There will be garden gate door prizes. 
Enter the draw at the Food Hub, and have 
some birthday cake there to celebrate 40 
years of Community Services in Kaslo. 

View Kaslo gardens from 10 am to 
2 pm, and those in Meadow Creek and 
Argenta from noon to 4. Sign up by noon 
at the Community Garden to car pool 
up the lake. When visiting the Lardeau 
River Adventures garden be sure to enter 
the draw for a two-for-one rafting trip. 

Get your map and tickets for this 

popular event in advance at Sunnyside 
Naturals, Willow Home Gallery, 
Community Services (336 B Ave.) and 
the Food Hub (basement of the United 
church), or on the day of the tour at any 
of the gardens; watch for signs. The 
suggested donation is $10 and proceeds 
go to the Food Hub.  Note: please leave 
your pets at home.

North Kootenay Lake Community 
Services Society has been sponsoring 
the tour for five years now. For more info 
go to their website www.NKLCSS.org. 

submitted
Hugh (Bert) McPherson has 

joined MX Gold Corp. as President 
and Chief Operating Officer in 
charge of all operations at the Max 
milling (Trout Lake) and Willa mine 
(Silverton) operations. Along with 
the responsibility of managing the 
operations, McPherson will be involved 
in the evaluation and acquisition of 
future projects. 

McPherson says he has done 
“months of project due diligence and a 
site visit” and is “excited…to advance 
the Willa property to the next level.”

McPherson is a senior mining 
engineer with 37 years’ experience in 
managing projects for major mining 
companies. He is a BC Registered 
Professional Engineer in the province 
of British Columbia and has held 
leading positions with gold mines 
around the world

“After a two-year search for a 
president and COO with the skill set 
to advance the Willa/Max project, we 
are very excited to have Bert join MX 
Gold Corp.,” said Akash Patel, “and 
we are looking forward to many years 
of strong growth with Bert leading our 
operations.”

New boss for Willa mine and Max milling
After a number of years of service 

with MX Gold, Akash Patel has 
stepped down as President and has been 

appointed as Vice President, Corporate 
Affairs. Patel will maintain his position 
on the board of directors. 

Henning von Krogh launched his book Early New Denver 1801-1904 June 30 at Knox Hall. 
The book is “a major and impressive contribution towards our understanding of the village’s 
beginnings, at least up to 1904,” writes local historian and journalist Greg Nesteroff in the 
book’s foreword. The book is available for sale at New Denver’s Silvery Slocan Museum, 

Raven’s Nest or by contacting von Krogh.
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WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

LOOKING FOR A FOREVER HOME
Young, neutered, orange and white, 
adult male cat is urgently looking for a 
home.  He is a gentle, sweet boy and 
would fit right in at your house.
Call PALS @ 250- 265-3792 for more 
information or if you are interested in 
kittens or other adult cats.

by Claire Paradis
• Councillors expressed concerns 

about the possibility of a medical 
marijuana facility opening in the RU1-
agricultural zone. First reading of an 
amendment that would allow medical 
marijuana in the agricultural zone was 
passed at the June 13 council meeting, 
and was followed by a report from the 
CAO and some discussion at the June 
27 meeting. 

The CAO’s report explains that 

Nakusp council, June 27: Council displeased with Feds’ power over medical marijuana zoning
according to the Agricultural Land 
Commission, production of medical 
marijuana is consistent with farm use 
under the Agricultural Land Commission 
Act. The Province also agrees that local 
governments should not prohibit medical 
marijuana production in the ALR. 

Councillor Mueller stated she 
felt “it’s outrageous that the federal 
government can dictate to us what we 
allow in our zoning.”

Concerns were also expressed 

because there are residential areas 
of Nakusp in the ALR, which could 
potentially put medical marijuana 
facilities relatively close to residences. 

The report on the zoning amendment 
was received for information, and a 
motion was passed to write a letter to 
the local MP and the federal government 
expressing council’s concerns. 

• Public Works Director of 
Operations Warren Leigh gave a 
preliminary report in response to the 
Nakusp Chamber of Commerce’s 
request that Nakusp services be extended 
up the North Road (north of Kuskanax 
Creek) to the Village limits. 

Leigh stated that a study in 2007 
priced sewer and water service for 
that area at $2.5 million each, and he 
estimated these costs to be currently in 
the order of $3.5 million per service, for 
a total of $7 million. The North Road 
residents would have to amortize this 
investment over decades, working out 
to an annual payment of a whopping 
$4,300 per property owner for 30 years.

Councillor Tom Zeleznik asked if 
there is room for the Village of Nakusp to 
develop. Leigh answered he believes that 
with an increase in reservoir capacity and 
conservation efforts, it would be possible 
for new homes and development to 
come to Nakusp. “But there has to be 
motivation for conservation,” he added, 
“and if we can’t turn that corner, we 
would require another well or another 
water treatment plant or another source.” 
He added that according to an engineer 
he consulted, capacity to usage is very 

close, and that conservation in tandem 
with increased storage could enable 
growth. 

Councillor Zeleznik reiterated that 
water was necessary for more people 
or industry to come to Nakusp: “If we 
don’t have the water, they’re not going 
to come here.” 

In the end, a motion was passed to 
send a letter to all North Road residents 
of the Village of Nakusp to get a sense of 
how many would like water and sewer 
service and the attendant costs. 

• Council agreed that the costs of the 
proposed biomass project should not be 
shouldered by the taxpayer. 

• Owners of a farm in the Agricultural 
Land Reserve on Shakespeare Road 
have asked the Village for a letter of 
approval for their proposed agri-tourism 
business. The letter is a requirement of 
the Agricultural Land Commission’s 
approval process for the proposed 
business. The property owners would 
like to open their farm to the public for 
tours, pony rides, picnicking, and other 
farm-related activities. Council agreed 
to provide the letter.

• The Village will apply for 
Columbia Basin Trust Recreation 
Infrastructure grants to resurface the 
tennis courts, and for trail barrier gates 
to replace the controversial concrete 
barricades placed on the trail July 30, 
2015. The proposed gates would allow 
the passage of bicycles and horses, but 
not four-wheeled motorized vehicles. If 
successful, the grants would cover 70% 
of the cost of the projects. The Village’s 

30% share (roughly $15-20,000) would 
come from the 2016 capital budget for 
Recreation and Parks.

• Camaros in the Park are coming 
back to Nakusp on August 21, 2016. 
Organizers are expecting 70-80 cars 
this year, up from 57 last year. The road 
will be closed from mid-morning to 6 
pm from the corner of 8th Ave NW and 
Broadway St W to the far NW parking 
lot entrance. The Nakusp Chamber of 
Commerce organized the event last 
year, but has declined to do so this year. 
Revyfest will organize this year’s event.

submitted
It’s back! Step back in time 

on July 23 and 24 and experience 
life “as it should have been” in the 
Middle Ages.

This year promises to be bigger 
and better, according to the Nakusp 
Medieval Society’s president and 
event co-ordinator Daniel Abraham. 

“The first Nakusp Medieval 
Days event in 2015 was an event 
that brought hundreds of new faces 
to the town, from all over western 
North America. After last year, we 
analyzed feedback and have built 
an event that will be bigger and 
better in every way. We are thrilled 
to have provided local jobs, offered 
educational content, and contributed 
to the regional economy. With the 
additions planned for the 2016 event, 
we are confident that our guests 
will come away with an even more 
unique and entertaining medieval 
experience. 

“We have jousting! How cool 
is that!?” 

The main feature this year is the 
live jousting, which promises to be 
an exciting and interesting addition 
to this year’s festivities. There is also 
a tug o’ war contest, and a giant chess 
board to challenge the intellect. A 
children’s play tent of activities will 
engage the young ones.

Get your Middle Ages on! 
Nakusp Medieval Days are back!

As well as Medieval re enactment 
by the Nakusp Medieval Society 
and the visiting Society for Creative 
Anachronism participants, the 
ambiance will be also be set by 
a flute player, a French Canadian 
musical group and a roaming piper. 
There will be vendors of medieval 
and modern wares as well as food 
that would typically be offered 
during Medieval times, as well as 
modern fare.

Interested in being a volunteer 
and a part of the activity and 
excitement? Contact the Nakusp 
Medieval Days office in person at 
Old Fire Hall, 90 Fifth Avenue, by 
phone at (250) 265 -3209, or through 
the website www.medievaldays.ca.

by Jan McMurray
Halfway Hot Springs has been 

closed since July 4 for improvements, 
and is expected to re-open to the public 
on July 16.

The improvement project includes 
making the upper parking lot bigger, 
installing an outhouse at the parking lot, 
deactivating the lower access road due to 
terrain stability concerns, establishing a 
formal campground with picnic tables 
and outhouses, and installing more signs 

with information on proper conduct for 
site users.

The work is being performed by 
paid contract crews.

The district recreation officer 
reported that site users are complying 
with the closure. Signs have been posted 
to notify people of a $115 fine for non-
compliance. 

Although the remote location has 
been challenging, the officer says the 
project has gone very well.

Improvements at Halfway Hot Springs

An elegant lady at Nakusp Medieval Days.

Knights prepare to storm the castle at Nakusp Medieval Days, 2015.
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Toadfest 2016 is a fun, free family event to raise awareness 
about Western Toads and learn about other local species. Come 
see the live aquatic insects, amphibians, and reptiles on display; 
enjoy the kids’ activities; take in the interactive displays on local 
wildlife and plants – and carry a toadlet or two across the road!

Summit Lake Provincial Park 
south of Nakusp

Wed. July 27 - Between 4 and 7 pm
Thur. July 28 - Between 9 am and noon

Drop in anytime. Parking is limited so please car pool. Do not 
transport any toadlets outside of this organized event. 
For more information 
visit fwcp.ca or call 250-352-1300 

Toadfest is coordinated by the Fish & Wildlife Compensation Program, with support 
from BC Parks, the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations, 

Columbia Basin Trust, and the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure

submitted
The Slocan Integral Forestry 

Cooperative (SIFCo), the 
community forest in the Slocan 
Valley, has just completed phase 
two of its comprehensive wildfire 
protection plan for the Village of 

Silverton wildfire protection project completed
Silverton. SIFCo began working 
with the Village in 2011 and 
outlined a comprehensive 
approach to protect the Village. 
The plan included two phases 
of work totalling more than 
85 hectares of land in need 

of treatment, and a whopping 
$825,000 price tag. 

“It was a bold vision, one 
that needed involvement of 
many parties but especially 
a belief by Silverton council 
that SIFCo could deliver,” 

says SIFCo Manager Stephan 
Martineau.

“We worked closely with 
Leonard Casley, fire chief of 
Silverton, and we received 
great support from the local 
community, which was fully 
behind this project. Now we 
can look back and see one of 
the BC municipalities that is the 
best prepared when it comes to 
wildfire protection.” 

Funding came mainly from 
the Union of BC Municipalities 
though its Strategic Wildfire 
Prevention Initiative. But SIFCo 
and the Village of Silverton had 
to raise $130,000 of the total. 

“Silverton is a small 
municipality and that kind of 
money seems daunting. We 
needed creativity and, in the end, 

the Village used some of their 
Community Initiatives funds and 
some of their own dollars, SIFCo 
donated some of their time and 
CBT helped greatly. Together we 
pulled it off.” 

The next step for SIFCo is 
twofold. 

“We want to do the same 
thing with New Denver. We 
finished The Village of Slocan in 
2014, so New Denver is the last 
incorporated municipality in the 
Slocan Valley that we can work 
in, within the current funding 
framework. The next step is to 
protect the rural areas of BC and 
for this we need a landscape level 
approach,” says Martineau. 

“We just released our plan 
a few weeks ago. It includes 
identification of major fire 

movement corridors, placement 
of landscape-level strategic fuel 
managed zones, a re-writing of 
stocking standards in interface 
areas, and Crown land, private 
land and habitat restoration 
strategies, among other things. 
With increasing climate change, 
we expect more fires in most of 
BC. We need to be proactive.”

“To meet these goals, we 
need a multifaceted approach that 
includes commercial harvesting, 
unconventional fibre utilization, 
interface work, and private 
land owner education,” adds 
Tom Bradley, SIFCo Forestry 
Supervisor. 

“We hope to receive broad-
based support from all levels of 
government to move this vision 
forward.” 

This is a shot of the forests surrounding Silverton before SIFCo’s wildfire protection program.

This is a shot of the forests surrounding Silverton after SIFCo’s wildfire protection program.
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

COMING EVENTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

CLASSIFIED ADS

Ballroom Dance in the Kootenays
by Fran Wallis, Bronze Assoc. DIVDA
Group & Private 
classes for teens & adults
Wedding Preparation Packages
    «Plan for your special day» 
franwallis@redmtn.ca or 250-358-2448

LARRY’S REPAIR
513 PARK AVE., SLOCAN
(formerly SLOCAN AUTO)

250-355-2632

CLEANING

We do automotive from A - Z
It’s spring, time to service your lawn 

mower - Ken Hart can help
8845 Hwy 31 • Shutty Bench • 250-353-2800

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

CARD OF THANKS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
NATHALIE’S PRODUCE: CHERRIES - 
PEACHES - APRICOTS - BLUEBERRIES 
fresh from Okanagan Valley. Fruit stand at 1 
Mile, Nelson 10 am to 6 pm; New Denver 
Market Fridays 10 am-2 pm; Nakusp next to 
market at What’s Brewing Saturday 8 am-1 
pm; Kaslo Market Saturday 10 am-2 pm.
SHAMBHALA IS SOLD OUT, BUT you 
could win a ticket for the price of only $2!! 
Kootenay Co-op Radio is selling Raffle 
Tickets... the prizes include a Shambhala 
ticket, a Seagull Parlour Guitar, a two-
hour plane ride donated by Nelson Pilot 
Association, a one-hour sail boat ride 
donated by Nelson Sailing Association. 
Only 1,000 tickets will be sold. Draw date 
July 26th, so drop into the station at 308a 
Hall Street or look for us at a booth during 
community events.

THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 

Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about 
starting your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify 
for the Self-Employment Program, where 
you will receive ongoing business training 
and coaching and usually financial support 
while you start your business. To learn more 
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.

A BIG THANK YOU to our loving 
community... it’s been a challenging year, 
but the humongous support has carried us 
through.
Thanks so much!

-Hiagin, Juniper and Pazuzu

SAILING LESSONS/TOURS at Slocan 
Village Beach - Every Sunday & Monday 
mid June-Sept. $60 Per - Teens and Adults. 
Cdn Yachting Certification available. RSVP 
req’d.  info@kootenaycatamaran.ca.

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens every 
Friday in downtown New Denver 10 am to 2 
pm. For an eclectic selection of locally grown 
produce, artisanal food products and artisans’ 
wares. Contact: ndfridaymarket@gmail.com
16TH ANNUAL NEW DENVER ANTIQUE 
& COLLECTIBLE STREET FAIR. Sunday, 
July 24, 8 am-3 pm. For space rental, call 
Helen 250-355-2354. Hope to see you there!
CERTIFIED MANGO: ‘Wild Still 
Yonder’ CD release and concert in the 
Kohan Garden, New Denver. World jazz 
under the trees. Bring a chair or blanket. 2 
pm Sunday 24th July. By donation.
NEW DENVER YARD SALES – three 
in the same block! Saturday, July 23, 10-2; 
Josephine St. between 8th and 9th Ave.
S L O C A N  W A T E R F R O N T 
RESTORATION and Development Society 
will help clean up the old mill site (southeast 
quadrant) for Unity Festival parking and 
then will host a seminar presented by Robert 
Macrae, Selkirk College instructor. He 
will talk about Mycelium and Brown-field 
remediation. Thursday, July 14 at 4 pm at the 
Legion Hall, 502 Harold Street at Delaney 
St., Slocan. By donation. Please RSVP to 
slocanwaterfrontsociety@gmail.com

AT  T H E  H I D D E N  G A R D E N 
GALLERY: ‘Hand Hook Rugs - Beauty 
in Diversity,’ Fibre Art by Sara Judith 
and Heather Fox, July 18-23, reception 
Monday, July 18 7-9 pm with music by 
Freya. ‘1996 – 2016:  A 20-year Personal 
Retrospective’ by Patrizia Menton July 25-
30, reception Wednesday, July 27, 7-9 pm 
with music by violinist Erin Burkholder. 
The Hidden Garden Gallery, 803 Kildare 
St, New Denver, is open 10 to 3 Monday 
through Saturday.
EDIBLE GARDEN TOUR: Visit gardens 
in Kaslo and Meadow Creek/Argenta, 
Sunday, July 17. Benefit for Kaslo Food 
Hub. Details at www.NKLCSS.org
ART IN THE PARK FOR CHILDREN: 
Louise Ducharme will be holding six fun, 
creative art workshops inspired by nature 
for children of 8 years and above in various 
outdoor locations around Silverton and New 
Denver.  Workshops will be 10:30-12 noon 
each Tuesday and Thursday, beginning at 
the Kohan Garden on Tuesday, July 26 and 
Thursday, July 28, commencing August 2, 
4, 9 and 11. A charge of just $10 covers all 
six workshops. To register email asaba17@
hotmail.com. Art in the Park is sponsored 

by the Slocan Lake Gallery Society and 
supported by CBT/Columbia Kootenay 
Cultural Alliance.
ART IN THE PARK, ADULTS AND 
YOUTH: The Slocan lake Gallery Society 
is very pleased to offer watercolour classes 
for adults and youth, facilitated by Donna 
Hicks in a variety of outdoor locations. 
Classes will be held over five consecutive 
days, Monday July 18 to Friday 22, 9 
am to 12 noon. This is a very popular 
class so book a place early. To register 
email penelopestuart@yahoo.co.uk. Total 
cost is $20. Supported by CBT/CKCA.
ROBIN AND THE TIMELESS 
FOREST: Come to this magical marionette 
show presented by the Runaway Moon 
Theatre, 2 August, 7 pm, Silverton 
Memorial Hall. Sponsored by the Slocan 
Lake Gallery Society and supported by BC 
Arts Council.
KOHAN GARDEN PERFORMANCE 
AND WORKSHOP:  Youth Taiko 
Drumming Group - Sunday July 17, 2016. 
Performance 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm. Admission 
by donation. For workshop details contact: 
Amanda Murphy 250-551-6432
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www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-
352-6008 preventeldRabuse@sbdemail.
com / www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE – 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from 
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area 
and river swims. Call now to book your 
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

100% CANADIAN PREF. ALUM-OXIDE. ROAK-
MAPLE BISTRO/TAVERN 3 1/4” X 3/4” - $4.39/SF 
– MILL RUN $85 Sel BETTER. NORTH PLANK. 

RL. UP TO 7’ $5.49/SF PLT. – ENG IMPORT 
FROM $3.99/SF PLT. CORK 50+ CHOICES 

FROM $2.59 SF PLT. GLUE DOWN – BAMBOO, 
SLATE FROM $3.99/SF PLT – MOST IN STOCK 

AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC

250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION
            TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

Highland Creek 
Contracting

• Excavating • Dump truck • 
Premium garden soil • Lawn 

installation • Landscaping 
Call for an estimate 

Pete Schwartz
250-358-2199

cell: 250-505-4347
highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com

Yarns, Fabrics, Fibres
Open Wed-Sat 10:30 - 4:30 • 250-551-6509

sewmuchmoreyarn.com
Storefront, 304 6th Ave. • New Denver

LARRY the LAWN GUY
• Lawn care • Spring clean-up • Pruning 

• Odd jobs • Yard waste removal 
Call Larry “the lawn guy”

250-265-7281 • 250-358-7772
Serving Silverton to Nakusp & all points in between.

CLASSIFIED ADS

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-269-7280

BONDED Journeyman carpenter • Licenced (Canadian) 
Sub-contractor • Licenced (US) Contractor. 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

CALL FOR EOIS

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silveridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

FOR RENT

PETS

EPONA ENTERPRISES INC.
Meeting all your electrical 

needs with friendly 
professional service. 

Call Ed Kostuch at 250-265-8091

Merrifield 
Accounting+
Personal & Small 
Business TAXES
Daily Bookkeeping

(250) 505 9748
pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

HEALTH

HELP WANTED

SEWING

ACCOUNTING

THE BROKEN POT 
GARDEN CENTRE

Trees, shrubs, annuals, 
perennials, and edibles

10 km south of Kaslo • 4899 Hwy 31
Tues-Sat 9-5 • 250-353-7456

Nakusp Redi-Mix
serving the Kootenays since 1973

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo
DAVE WEATHERHEAD

250-265-4311 (ph) 
nakuspredimix@gmail.com

Personal Classifieds 
start at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

FOR SALE

FOUND

NOTICES

FOR RENT IN SILVERTON - Spacious 
two bedroom suite with lake view, on main 
floor of duplex, 616 Hunter St. Quiet area, 
close to Cooper Beach. Covered porch, 
excellent wood stove, all facilities. $650 
per month - water & garbage included. 
N/S, N/P. Available July 1, 2016. Call Ernst 
Gerwig 403-762-5150 or 250-358-2283.
LARGE 3 BEDROOM upper level 
apartment in Silverton. Washer, Dryer. 
$595/ month plus utilities. No Smoking, No 
Pets. References. 250-358-2293. Available 
July 1.
HOUSE FOR RENT in New Denver. 
Three bedrooms, W&D, enclosed deck, 
shed, yard. Pets negotiable. $750/month. 
250-358-2164.
HOUSE FOR RENT – New Denver. 2 
bdrms. $625 monthly. Available Sept. Call 
250-358-7938 or 250-551-4663.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals. 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.

BLACK VIKING BOMBER jacket found 
in the cookhouse during New Denver May 
Days. Contact Bev at 358-7771 to claim.

WEST KOOT ROUTE TOURISM 
ALLIANCE is calling for Expressions 
of Interest from marketing companies 
for a West Koot Route marketing 
campaign. The campaign includes 
a Visitor Guide/Map, updates to the 
website (westkootroute.ca), a traditional 
advertising campaign, a social media 
campaign, and the development of a photo 
library. Companies/individuals interested 
in all or parts of the campaign are asked 
to provide the following information by 
July 29 at 5:00 pm: an overview of your 
training and qualifications to do this type 
of marketing and graphic design work; 
a list of similar projects that you have 
worked on; samples of your work; three 
references from your clients. Based on 
the results of the EOI process, interviews 
will be conducted where the projects will 
be discussed in detail. Email submissions 
to mcmurrayjan@gmail.com.

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD 
JOURNEY: Monday and Thursday 
mornings, 9-10:30 am. Honour your body 
by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with 
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai 
massage for $50. Experience an ancient 
physiotherapy method for body/mind 
wellness. Available by appointment in the 
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel 
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/

COOK WANTED for The Village Hearth, 
a year-round dinner restaurant opening this 
fall in New Denver. The Village Hearth will 
serve as much locally grown and produced 
food as possible. Hours of work will vary 
throughout the year; the restaurant will 
be open more hours during the summer 
than the winter. $20/hour. For the job 
description, email hcsfoodhub@gmail.com. 
To apply, email resume and cover letter by 
July 18 to hcsfoodhub@gmail.com.
HOMEMAKER/HOUSEKEEPER 
wanted. Please phone 265-3273 for further 
information.
WEST KOOT ROUTE TOURISM 
ALLIANCE is calling for Expressions of 
Interest from marketing companies for a 

West Koot Route marketing campaign. The 
campaign includes a Visitor Guide/Map, 
updates to the website (westkootroute.ca), 
a traditional advertising campaign, a social 
media campaign, and the development of 
a photo library. Companies/individuals 
interested in all or parts of the campaign are 
asked to provide the following information 
by July 29 at 5:00 pm: an overview of your 
training and qualifications to do this type 
of marketing and graphic design work; 
a list of similar projects that you have 
worked on; samples of your work; three 
references from your clients. Based on the 
results of the EOI process, interviews will 
be conducted where the projects will be 
discussed in detail. Email submissions to 
mcmurrayjan@gmail.com.

FOR INFORMATION ON AA, NA, 
OA, ACOA OR ALANON MEETINGS 
contact in New Denver: 358-7904 or 358-
7158; Nakusp 265-4216; Kaslo 353-2658; 
Slocan 355-2805; South Slocan 226-7705; 
Playmor Junction 359-7310.
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Open Monday - Saturday
10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Open Sunday, 11 am - 4 pm
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

REAL ESTATE

HEALTH FOOD

ORGANIC PRODUCE • NATURAL 
MEDICINES • VITAMINS  • SUPPLEMENTS  

AND MORE

Rutabagas
Whole Foods Market

New Denver, BC  
316 Main Street
250-358-7900

FLOWERS
Fresh Floral Arrangements  

                   by Darlene
Green Acres Ventures

Weddings & Everyday Flowers
Delivery available 250-265-1379

email: greenacres@live.ca • www.greenacresnakusp.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

CLASSIFIED ADS

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

Bill Lander 
Realtor®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

SERVICES

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.BC.CA

DOES YOUR DOG OR PUPPY frustrate 
you? Would you like to have the dog of your 
dreams? Would you like to confidently go 
anywhere with your dog? We can help. Go 
to www.proudofmydog.ca to find out how.

3 ONLY LOFTS FOR SALE in lovely 
New Denver: new high-quality build, 
spectacular views across to New Denver 
glacier and Valhalla Park, heated-slab with 
wireless thermostat, high efficiency fiberglass 
windows, propane fireplace-ready, dedicated 
parking, 4 blocks to Slocan Lake. Lock and 
walk, hassle free. See Coldwell Banker listing.
SERVICED LOT FOR SALE with 
small cabin. New Denver garden district, 
2 min walk to beach. $94,500 Email 
aimeezaretzki@gmail.com.
IT IS TIME TO SELL my mother’s house. 
You might be interested before I remodel 
or you may want to wait until it is totally 
re-painted with new flooring. I am willing 
to negotiate. The house is 725 Tenth Street, 
New Denver. 250-358-2284

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS 
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows, 
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the 
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We also 
have lots of wood and metal doors in 
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-
399-0079.

PETS GERRY CONWAY  – Journeyman 
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus, 
Bell, Xplornet etc; antennas, boosters, home 
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James, 
250-226-7236, tjfworks.ca
L A N D L O R D S :  F O R G E T T H E 
HASSLE.  Peace of  Mind Rental 
Management will screen applicants, collect 
the rent, inspect at regular intervals, answer 
tenants’ emergency calls, and arrange for 
repairs. 15 years of experience as landlords 
of three properties. Put our knowledge to 
work for you! 358 area only. 250-358-2119 
or kaytrin@netidea.com.

RED CROSS LAKE SWIMMING 
L E S S O N S - N E W  D E N V E R  & 
SLOCAN: July 25-Aug 5(No lessons Mon 
Aug 1). Pre-school to Level 4, $60; Levels 
5-7, $75. Mornings at Bigelow Bay in New 
Denver, Afternoons at Slocan Lake Public 
Beach. Financial assistance is available. 
Call for information, all calls confidential.

RUSTY VOLKSWAGON bus/van with split front 
windshield. Any information please call 403-527-4648.

submitted
Many people have been asking how 

they can get information from the April 
‘Hot and Bothered’ forums and now 
there is information on the website and 
Facebook page as well as a guide for 
starting conversations in your community 
or neighbourhood.

The website hotandbotheredinthekoots.
org, which was part of the very successful 
forums on Water, Drought and Climate 
Change held in Nelson in April, has been 
updated to allow continued community 
engagement. The updates include 
PowerPoints from the knowledgeable forum 
speakers such as Robert Sandford (Water 
Security, Climate Stability and Planetary 
Health in a Warming World), Colin Innes 
(Overview of Local Water Supplies) and 
John Cathro (Interface and Wildfire: What 
to Expect) plus many more. 

In hopes that community members will 
keep the forum discussion going in their 

Info now available from ‘Hot & Bothered’ forums
area, the website also provides a convenor’s 
guide for community discussions that 
can be used along with the downloadable 
PowerPoint presentations and audio 
recordings. Summaries of the small group 
discussions are also included on the site.

The discussions amongst the 180 
participants at the forum, as well as the 
post-forum survey results, indicated that 
participants were very concerned about 
long-term impacts of climate change 
‘glocally.’ Approximately 55 government 
and agency representatives attended the 
local government think tank and they too 
expressed a need to keep climate change as 
a top priority in their regions, with a focus on 
finding ways to collaborate, educate, engage 
the public, and have more accessibility to 
data. They felt that ongoing discussions 
were needed. Therefore the possibility of 
forming a Kootenay Climate Collaborative 
between various levels of government and 
stakeholders is being explored.
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by Claire Paradis
Rich red in colour, Nakusp’s latest 

piece of public art isn’t only visually 
interesting, it’s extremely useful. Kate 
Tupper’s crimson bike rack was unveiled 
in a quiet ceremony before the Canada 
Day parade on July 1. 

The Tupper family and Nakusp 
Public Library friends and board 
members lined the lawn between the 
paddlewheel at the Nakusp visitors’ 
centre and the sculptural bike rack which 

Bike rack sculpture reflects Canadian paddlewheel past

Nakusp artist Kate Tupper is excited to have one of her new sculptures stay in town. 

echoes both the wheel’s arc and the 
Canadian maple leaf in its shape. 

Inspired by the rusted evidence of a 
bygone era that is revealed in low water 
along Burton’s shore, and the burning 
of the SS Minto in 1967, Tupper set 
out to create something special for the 
community. 

“I’m really excited about this 
because I build sculpture and it leaves 
town and people don’t really get to see 
it,” she said. “This seemed like a really 

good opportunity to give a gift to the 
town.” 

The public sculpture is the result 
of huge amounts of shop and design 
time, put in by both Tupper and her son 
Solomon, who spent hours on the grinder. 
WaterBridge Steel helped get the bike 
rack together by donating 1,500 zip discs, 
pricey items. The distinctive colour came 
thanks to Ken Dixon of Minto Cycle who 
applied the powder coat at cost. And the 
Nakusp Public Library turned a quilt into 

a bike rack, supplying $1,000 raised from 
a quilt raffle. It’s a community-produced 
sculpture for everyone to enjoy and use. 

“Susan [the librarian at Nakusp 
Public Library] really wanted something 
special,” noted Tupper, “and it’s the 
perfect spot for it really.”

She faced some interesting design 

challenges. The bike rack sculpture 
not only had to accommodate tricked-
out mountain bikes as well as skinny 
ten-speeds, but it also needed to be 
removable to make space for the annual 
library book sale. What emerged is a 
colourful, meaningful and portable bike 
rack that is definitely also a work of art. 

submitted
Cruising through the Kootenay 

Sufferfest race on her little bike, three-
year-old Rowan Vibe-Coleman stole the 
show as the youngest participant that year. 
And it was just the beginning: someone 
in the family has taken part in every 
Sufferfest since.

“It was so much fun and Rowan got 
so much attention on her Dora bike,” 
recalled Rowan’s mom, Anita Vibe.

Dad Wes Colman, who rode the 
course beside Rowan, said they’d been 
wanting to do something with the family 
and Sufferfest looked like fun. It ended 
up being so much fun they kept coming 
year after year. 

At first, the father of three was 
sceptical because he’s not a competitive 
person. But the welcoming atmosphere 
and friendly competition surprised him 
and in the end he really enjoyed it, again 
and again.

The family has discovered that 
Sufferfest is fun, and it’s definitely 
something to motivate you to get out 
and get active. 

“It’s an excuse to get fit, more than to 
just lose weight,” said Anita, who signed 
up for the 25-km trail run to get back into 
shape post-baby. “Having Sufferfest has 
motivated a lot of people.” 

Particularly inspiring is Kootenay 
Sufferfest president, Janis Neufeld. Anita 
made a point of saying that she thinks it’s 
amazing how Janis is at the finish line of 
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Kootenay Sufferfest inspires all ages and abilities
every race to cheer and congratulate each 
and every person.

This year, the Idaho Peak Ultra Trail 
Marathon and 10K is coming to New 
Denver on July 24 and the Kootenay 
Sufferfest main event is happening 
September 2-5 in Kaslo, New Denver, 
and Nakusp. You can pick your pleasure 

from the array of biking and running 
events happening this year on the website 
http://kootenaysufferfest.com.

Kootenay Sufferfest would like to 
thank their sponsors WorkBC, Marin 
Bikes, Columbia Basin Trust, SPOT 
Globalstar, and Shon’s Bike & Ski for 
getting people out and active. 

$3 million for high-speed 
internet in rural communities
submitted

Eligible applicants, including internet 
service providers, are encouraged to 
apply for nearly $3 million available 
through the Connecting British Columbia 
program to improve high-speed access in 
rural and remote communities anywhere 
in the province.

Preference will be given to projects 
that incorporate other funding sources 
toward the total project cost. For example, 
funds could be leveraged from the 
private sector, trusts, non-government 
organizations and through other levels 
of government. Applications must be 
submitted to Northern Development 
Initiative Trust and will remain open until 
the program budget is exhausted.

To apply for funding, applicants must 
be legally registered entities. Examples 
include local or regional internet service 
providers, community high-speed internet 
connectivity organizations, Aboriginal 
organizations, local governments, 
economic development organizations, 
registered societies and associations

Connecting British Columbia 
program: www.northerndevelopment.
bc.ca/funding-programs/business-
development/connecting-british-
columbia/.

Kootenay Sufferfest is an event for the whole family, from kids just starting out to athletes 
pushing themselves to compete at their top level.
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GALLERY

June 28 - July 16: Kate MARLOWE
July 19 - August 6: Holly WOODS
August 10 - 27: Summer Group Show
August 30 - September 17: Patrizia MENTON
September 20 - October 8: David NIXON

STUDIO CONNEXION GALLERY proudly presents its 8th exhibition 
   season.

Gallery Hours: Tuesday to Saturday from 11 am to 4 pm or by appointment 250.265.3586
203 Fifth Avenue, Nakusp

Located near the Arrow Lakes, and a great 9-hole golf course, is this comfortable 3-bedroom, 
2-bathroom home in Fauquier. Enjoy the mountain views through the large windows in the 
main living area. The windows are oak-framed shadow windows, allowing you to see out 
whilst maintaining your privacy. To stay warm, you can cosy up next to the fireplace on the 
main floor, use the certified wood stove in the basement, or run the ducted electric furnace. 
Grow your own produce in the raised gardens. Tonnes of upgrades! MLS #2414660.

Nathaniel Howard
Sales Representative
250-265-3635 (Office)
250-265-5700 (Mobile)
NatHoward@royallepage.ca

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
306 Broadway, Nakusp BC

$229,000
204 Maple Street, Fauquier, BC

submitted
On an Afternoon – In an Old 

House is the fourth exhibition of the 
season at Studio Connexion Gallery. 
Holly Woods’ show runs from July 
19 to August 6 and the “vernissage” 
will occur on Friday July 22 from 5 
to 8 pm.

This is Holly’s second solo show 

On an Afternoon – In an Old House
in 15 months. It has been a busy 
year since moving to Grand Forks 
last summer. Holly immediately fell 
in love with a 90-year-old house 
designed with a loft, perfect for 
creativity.

Woods was born in BC and has 
lived in the southern interior most 
of her life. Art projects always have 
sparked her creativity. She loves 
engaging and encouraging her children 
and grandchildren. Over the years, 
Holly has fallen in love with painting 
but it is watercolour and ink that have 
become a natural fit.

Since 2003, Holly has studied 
with several artists, including Les 
Weisbrich. She has been a director 
on the board of the Arrow Lakes Fine 
Arts Guild and participated in group 

exhibitions. Holly is also known for 
making her own frames often with 
salvaged materials. Bright colours 
and her own playfulness inspire her; 
work often becomes abstract floral 
designs. On an afternoon in an old 
house one can find Woods painting 
with watercolour and ink and easily 
recognize her whimsical style.

Studio Connexion Gallery is an 
official venue for the Nakusp ALFA 
Art Walk and the Columbia Basin 
Culture Tour. It is located downtown 
at 203 Fifth Avenue NW only two and 
a half short blocks from Broadway.

Open Tuesday to Saturday from 11 
am to 4 pm. Private appointments can 
be arranged by calling 250-265-3586 
or 250-265-8888. Follow the gallery: 
www.facebook.com/studioconnexion 

It pays to advertise in the Valley Voice
Call 250-358-7218 submitted

A new youth taiko drumming group 
is coming to New Denver on Sunday, 
July 17. There will be a workshop in 
the morning from 10 to 11:30 and a 
performance in the afternoon from 1:30 
to 2:30 by donation at the Kohan Garden.

Roku Shichi Taiko is a group of 
elementary and secondary students with 
roots in East Vancouver and Richmond. 
They have performed at many venues on 
the Lower Mainland.

The taiko drummers, scheduled to 
perform at the Unity Festival in Slocan 
on July 16, contacted the Nikkei Centre 
in New Denver to inquire about visiting 
the centre while in the area. The group 
also offered to perform in New Denver 
if a suitable venue was available. The 
Kohan Garden was generously offered 
by the Slocan Lake Garden Society, 
which will also help with set-up and 
equipment.

New Denver’s Youth Centre 
members are handling the publicity The Roku Shichi Taiko group will perform at the Kohan Garden July 17 from 1:30 to 2:30.

Youth taiko drumming group at the Kohan Garden 
for the event as part of their career 
development and leadership training 
initiative. They will also host lunch for 
the group.

All youth (10-17) are welcome to 

attend the workshop on Sunday morning. 
Contact Amanda Murphy at 250-551-
6432 for details. If there is room, adults 
will also be able to attend; adults are 
asked to contact Amanda.

by Jan McMurray
The Slocan Valley Youth Network 

of WE Graham Community Service 
Society has a new 14-passenger van.

“We would like to thank Heather 
Fancy at Nelson Ford for all her hard 
work in finding us the perfect vehicle 
for our program,” said Brandi Ingram, 
youth coordinator for the Slocan Valley.

Youth will now have greater 
access to and from events and other 
programming. The bus will run from 
Mt. Sentinel Secondary School to the 
Slocan youth centre and back again on 
Friday and Saturday nights when the 
youth centre is open, and will also be 
used for other outings.

To subsidize the bus, the network 
will be leasing the van to other 
community users, and is currently 
seeking businesses interested in using 
the van for advertising space. 

Slocan Valley youth bus is on the road
Any inquiries about the van can be 

made to Brandi Ingram at WE Graham 
Community Service Society. The van 
was purchased with the support of 

Columbia Basin Trust, the Slocan Valley 
Economic Development Commission, 
and the W. E. Graham Community 
Service Society.

Youth at Sequoia Place participated in an art therapy group with Seamus Gray and Lindsay Dew to 
produce a large, colourful mosaic for the Frog Peak Café. Thank you to Frog Peak for their support 

and The Eco Society for the donation of materials. Visit the café to see the installed artwork.


