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Visitor Information - Pages 12 & 13

by Jan McMurray
The Sandon Museum is now 

wheelchair accessible, with an attractive 
new wooden boardwalk and a new set of 
wooden stairs gracing the entranceway. 
The completion of the boardwalk 
project was celebrated with a grand 
opening on May 20, 2016 with a ribbon 
cutting, cake, and refreshments.

Karen Hamling, chair of the 
Regional District of Central Kootenay, 
cut the ribbon after congratulating the 
society on the beautiful structure. Dan 
Nicholson, president of the Sandon 
Historical Society, welcomed everyone 
and thanked all those involved with the 
project.

In an interview, Nicholson 
explained that the boardwalk has 
historical value as well as the practical 
value of wheelchair accessibility. “At 
one time, there was a boardwalk that 
extended in front of all the buildings 
on the main street of Sandon,” said 
Nicholson. “The new boardwalk gives 
the feel of what it would have been like 
back then.”

He says wheelchair accessibility 
to the museum has been important 
to him ever since he worked there 
about 20 years ago and helped carry 
a visitor in a wheelchair up the stairs 
and into the museum. His good friend 

Sandon Museum gets new wheelchair-accessible entranceway 
Rob Riley, who wrote most of the 
write-ups for the museum displays and 
worked as museum attendant for several 
seasons before he passed away in 2010, 
was disabled and also wanted to see 
accessibility.

Nicholson credited the boardwalk 
idea to former society president, Wanda 
Palmer. When she brought the idea 
forward, the board got behind it and 
Nicholson volunteered to write the grant 
application to the Columbia Kootenay 
Cultural Alliance (CKCA). The CKCA 
approved the grant in 2012, and had 
to extend the deadline for project 
completion three times.

“Many thanks to the CKCA for 
their patience while we worked through 
the building permit process,” said 
Nicholson. “Ulli Mueller of Nakusp 
was hired to do the design, and she 
was invaluable. She was able to come 
up with a beautiful design that satisfied 
the building inspector.”

Jim Pownall and crew of New 
Denver constructed the boardwalk. “As 
you can see, they did a fabulous job,” 
commented Nicholson.

On the day of the grand opening, 
a bus full of residents from Kaslo’s 
extended care facility arrived. They were 
very pleased with the new boardwalk, 
which made their visit possible.

The total project cost was $25,000, 
with the CKCA granting $15,000 and 
the society contributing $10,000.

Nicholson says the society’s next 
project will be to finish off the back 
of the museum with another wooden 

structure that will provide an improved 
fire exit. The fire exit will also be 
wheelchair accessible.

Regional District Chair Karen Hamling and Sandon Historical Society President Dan Nicholson cut the ribbon at the Grand Opening Party.

by Jan McMurray
NACFOR is gearing up to 

recommence logging operations in the 
Summit Lake area, much to the chagrin 
of the defenders of the blue-listed 
western toad.

Concerned citizens have been 
making regular field trips to the 
cutblock areas, and have observed 
many toads on the logging roads and 
in the blocks. They also found several 
dead toads on Summit Lake Forest 
Service Road, which NACFOR graded 
in mid-May.

“Last week, NACFOR graded 
the logging road while hundreds of 
toads were migrating across it,” says 
Craig Pettitt, a director of the Valhalla 

NACFOR under fire again for Summit Lake logging plans
Wilderness Society.  “Now it has 
brought in a feller-buncher, which 
means logging could begin at any time. 
We recorded young toads all around 
their machine. We are outraged that 
the government and NACFOR would 
allow logging in critical toad habitat 
when it is clear toads will be killed left, 
right and centre.”

“There is no way there will never 
be any toads,” acknowledged Hugh 
Watt of NACFOR at an open house 
hosted by the community forest on 
May 19 at Selkirk College in Nakusp. 
“Those toads [observed by concerned 
citizens] are the juveniles. They are 
moving toward foraging habitat from 
hibernation. That’s not considered a 

migration.” 
At the open house, NACFOR 

representatives Frances Swan and 
Hugh Watt said there would be no 
logging during toad migrations. They 
said this summer, NACFOR plans to 
build the last two of the upper branch 
roads and log the four highest elevation 
blocks, but they will halt operations 
when migration of the toadlets from 
the lake to the forest begins, and will 
start up again in the winter.

The development area includes 
seven cutblocks. The three lower 
elevation blocks, considered to be the 
more critical toad habitat, are slated 
for winter logging on snowpack to 
minimize ground disturbance. 

“We don’t want to be down in the 
lower elevations in the summer but 
we feel the higher elevations will be 
OK, subject to conditions. Generally 
speaking, the toads come down to the 
lower elevations in the summertime – 
the adults are down at the lake. So there 
is likely to be fewer of them up top.”

Swan and Watt also said there 
would be environmental monitoring 
during the logging.

“We’re trying to be as conscientious 
as we can. We will keep an eye on 
things and if it doesn’t make sense to 
do it, we won’t and if it does, we will 
have an environmental monitor and 
some help on that front, too,” said Watt.

Watt said they had been criticized 

for grading the Summit Lake Forest 
Service Road in mid-May, but 
managing drainage on that road is one 
of their obligations. “We have to grade 
when it’s a bit moist but not when it’s 
wet, so it has to be done before freshet. 
We have to grade when there are toads 
on the road. It’s a necessary part of what 
we do to manage water flow. There 
have been big slides up there.”

The concerned citizen group has 
lodged complaints with the Ministry 
of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations (FLNRO), the Forest 
Practices Board, and the RAPP line. 
No response has been received as yet. 

Debbie Pitaoulis, Summit Lake 
continued on page 3
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by Sheri Walsh and Lori Thompson
“Don’t close our school!” several 

young Winlaw Elementary students 
told the Kootenay Lake Board of 
Education in front of over 350 people 
at the school board meeting in the WE 
Graham School gym on Thursday, 
May 17. 

During the hour and a half public 
comment period, dozens of adults and 
children, many holding signs urging the 
board not to close Winlaw Elementary 
School (WES), asked questions and 
made statements about the value of 
Winlaw school to themselves, their 
brothers and sisters, their children, their 
grandchildren and their community.

They pointed out that the school 
is growing and that the district’s own 
figures project increasing enrolment. 
Penny Tees told the board there is “no 
precedent for closure of a school such 
as Winlaw, a school that is growing… 
[past school] closures have only been 
in areas where enrolment has declined. 
Our community did our part and 
worked purposefully and diligently to 
make a community that is welcoming to 
families and enrolment is increasing.” 

Raina Gardner added that WES 
“is helping the district increase its 
utilization.” She pointed out that if 
the board closed Winlaw and all the 
students attended WE Graham, WEG 
would still only be 60% utilized. “What 
would prevent the next board from 
closing WE Graham?” she asked.

Jerome Liboiron told the board that 
the response from parents surveyed by 
the Winlaw PAC indicated that only 
one-third would send their children to 
WE Graham, one-third would transfer 
their children to Brent Kennedy, while 
one-third would leave the public 
school system. He pointed out that in 
four years, the funding lost from the 

Large crowd of Winlaw School supporters confronts SD8 board of education
students who would leave SD8 would 
equal the $1.3 million cost of deferred 
maintenance at WES.

Many parents and children from 
the homeschooling community spoke 
about how the school culture and 
programming that staff has created 
has brought them into a public school 
for the first time. Daniel Sullivan 
said, “I was homeschooled and now 
I’m at Winlaw. If it weren’t there, 
I wouldn’t be in school. It’s a great 
school, keep it up.” Jules Slootweg, 
a BC certified teacher, added that she 
had homeschooled her children for 
six years but now her children attend 
WES, “the only school [where] I would 
send my child.” She went on to say 
that if WES closes there “is a large 
homeschool community and I think you 
will lose a lot of families.”

Some voiced their frustration at 
not receiving answers to questions they 
had submitted by email or asked this 
evening. Board Chair Lenora Trenaman 
stated several times that they could 
not “debate the merits of any closure 
[yet, because] the board members 
have to keep an open mind, otherwise 
their decision could be challenged.” 
Penny Tees responded, “Don’t let your 
lawyers gag you from speaking truth to 
the public. I ask that you answer our 
questions tonight. It’s only fair.”

Several people acknowledged the 
difficult decisions facing trustees, and 
pointed to the provincial government. 
“I hope the board will ride the storm 
Christy Clark is putting us through 
and wait. The next Minster of Finance 
might do the right thing,” one man said. 

Marcia Braundy said some school 
districts were calling on the BC 
government to use the prosperity fund 
for community schools in the province, 
and asked the SD8 board to take up that 

call. She also said that in Osoyoos, the 
municipality was going into partnership 
with a private school, playing right into 
the government’s hands. This gives 
the Province “the pure pleasure of 
privatizing education,” she said.

Some expressed concerns that the 
threat of school closures in Winlaw 
and Slocan was dividing communities. 
Courtney Hulbert from the WE Graham 
PAC reminded everyone that “we are 
the same community; we are friends 
and neighbours and will remain friends 

and neighbours”. 
After each trustee thanked those 

present for speaking to the board, 
Chair Trenaman encouraged everyone 
to submit their comments to winlaw.
consult@sd8.bc.ca, and to attend the 
June 13 school closure consultation 
meeting in Winlaw. She assured them 
that there would be full debate at the 
public meeting on July 5 in Nelson.

After the audience departed, the 
board meeting continued with a lengthy 
debate about the format of the upcoming 

school closure public consultation 
meetings. In the end, they approved 
three-hour meetings. Each meeting will 
include a 25-minute presentation from 
the district describing the additional 
work that had been completed since the 
plan was drafted, what each family of 
schools would look like after a school 
was closed, and the process of closing 
a school. Following this, there will be 
one hour of community presentations 
and one and a half hours of open 
discussion. 

by Jan McMurray
After the May 17 School District 8 

board meeting at WE Graham School, 
we interviewed Chair Lenora Trenaman 
to get some clarity on the process now 
that six schools are under consideration 
for closure.

Members of the public at the 
May 17 meeting expressed frustration 
because trustees were only listening, 
and not responding to the public 
questions and comments. “How can 
we be involved in the process if you 
won’t answer our questions?” one 
woman asked.

Chair Trenaman explained in the 
interview that trustees had received 
legal advice, cautioning them against 
debating the merits of closing a school 
during the public consultation period. 
This is because trustees must be 
perceived as having open minds when 
they go into their deliberations at the 
July 5 meeting, or their decisions could 
be legally challenged.

“We can answer questions in 
regards to the information we have, 
but not about the merits of closing a 
school,” she explained. “We’re still 
receiving information throughout the 

Interview with SD 8 Chair Lenora Trenaman
public consultation period. We won’t 
be engaging in debate about that 
information until July 5.”

Trenaman said the district has 
responded to some of the questions 
they’ve received, and a FAQ (Frequently 
Asked Questions) page will be posted 
to the website this week. Questions that 
have been asked via the public comment 
email addresses will be addressed at the 
public consultation meetings, as long 
as they are not questions that would 
lead to debate about closing a school. 
Public consultation meetings take 
place at Winlaw School on June 13, 
Creston on June 15, Jewett School on 
June 20, Trafalgar on June 21, Salmo 
Elementary on June 22, and Yahk on 
June 27. All meetings run from 6 to 
9 pm.

On July 5, school closure bylaws 
for each of the six schools will come 
before the board for first and second 
readings. This is when the board will 
have the opportunity to debate each 
school closure. The bylaws that pass the 
first two readings on July 5 will advance 
to the board table for adoption at the 
July 12 meeting. Once the bylaws are 
adopted, the board can then amend the 
facilities plan accordingly and approve 
the facilities plan on July 12, as well. 
The July 5 and 12 meetings are open 
to the public.

There also seems to be a need 
for some clarity around the deferred 
maintenance costs. Some people have 
asked the board for an analysis of 
these costs. Trenaman explained in the 
interview that the Province provides 
the deferred maintenance costs to the 
school districts – the school districts 
don’t come up with the figures. “The 
Province’s method for determining 

the deferred maintenance costs is very 
standardized,” she said.

Larry Brown, Operations Manager, 
confirmed that an architect, electrical 
engineer and mechanical engineer 
from a firm called VFA, on contract 
to the Ministry of Education, conduct 
site visits on three- or four-year cycles 
to determine the deferred maintenance 
costs of all school buildings in the 
province. School districts provide 
updates to VFA in between site visits.

Trenaman said that in four years, 
SD8’s deferred maintenance costs 
soared from about $50 million to about 
$80 million. “So that’s the urgency, the 
pressure the board is feeling,” she said.

School District 8 is given $1.3 
million annually to maintain its 
buildings. “It’s not near enough to 
attend to the many different things that 
the buildings require, so we anticipate 
that more of our operational dollars 
are going to have to start funding our 
infrastructure and diminishing what we 
can provide in our classrooms.”

She explained that the ministry 
provides $400 million across the 
province for building maintenance. 
“Surrey can’t even put the portables 
up fast enough for the kids, so there’s a 
lot of pressure on the ministry for those 
$400 million,” she said.

Trenaman said that trustees totally 
understand the emotional attachment 
community members have to their 
schools.

“The hardest thing for any trustee 
ever to contemplate is closure of a 
school. It goes against our values, what 
we’re all about. We’re about educating 
kids and we want to give them every 
opportunity possible. It’s the hardest 
place for trustees to be,” she said.

The May long weekend saw the fourth annual RAFTEX training weekend on Slocan River, bringing 
together swiftwater teams from around the province. Nelson Search and Rescue hosted the event.
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SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

25+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

Open daily (Closed X’mas 
& New Year’s day)

Urgent! Listings required. Market hot and listings 
selling. There is a shortage of listings for Rural and 
Village properties with homes.  Call Shirley, Century 21 
Mountainview Realty for free market evaluations. I have 
Buyers waiting for the right property at the right price.

shirley@century21nakusp.com or 250-265-8040 NOW. Shirley Kosiansic, Realtor®

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

WINLAW ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

5604 Winlaw Bridge Rd. 250-226-7217
June 3rd drop in for Kindergarten 
Orientation for 2016/17 school yr.

9:30 start and goes through Ready, 
Set, Learn event and ends with 

lunch at 11:30
Ready, Set, Learn Event
June 3rd 10:00 am – 12:00 pm

For preschoolers and Parents
Focus is:

Importance of Movement
11:30 Lunch

by Jan McMurray
“It’s way past time for talk – it’s time 

for action on climate change.”
Kootenay-Columbia MP Wayne 

Stetski made this poignant remark at the 
Climate Action Town Hall meeting he 
hosted in Nelson May 25, with the West 
Kootenay Ecosociety, Citizens Climate 
Lobby, and the Nelson Interfaith Climate 
Action Collaborative. About 240 people 
attended and 30 people spoke.

Stetski explained that the federal 
government has called for input into 
Canada’s climate action plan, and 
“that’s what we’re doing here tonight.” 
All public input is being posted on the 
interactive website, www.canada.ca/
climateaction and will be considered by 
the four working groups established at 
the First Ministers meeting last March. 
The working groups are developing 
options for mitigation, carbon pricing, 
adaptation and resilience, and clean 
technology innovation and jobs. The 
action plan is scheduled to be finalized 

Tonnes of ideas generated at Climate Action Town Hall meeting 
this fall.

Stetski said it’s been clear for many 
years that the earth is warming up, and 
“2016 will end up as the hottest year on 
record for the third year in a row.” Since 
1880, global temperatures have risen 
0.85°C and Canada’s have risen 1.6°C. 

He also pointed to the severe weather 
events in recent years. “All we have to 
do is to see what happened to Fort Mac 
in May,” he said.

Stetski showed a slide with 
Canada’s emissions broken down by 
economic sector. Oil and gas (26%) 
and transportation (23%) are by far the 
biggest emitters, followed by buildings 
(12%), electricity (11%), agriculture 
(10%), other industry (10%), and waste 
and others (7%).

However, there’s been lots of talk 
and very little action, Stetski said. 
“There have been lots of meetings and 
conferences, but it’s very difficult to find 
anything in the federal budget to address 
climate change.”

Anna Purcell, City of Nelson 
councillor, gave the local context. “From 
the municipal perspective, climate 
change is really, really expensive,” 
she said. The 20-minute windstorm in 
Nelson last summer cost $1 million and 
the 15-minute flash flood in 2013 cost 
$340,000. 

She pointed to Gibsons as an 
example of a community that is adapting 
to climate change. “They’ve changed 
the way they view and value things 
– they now see a ditch as a storm 
drainage system and a field as a sponge. 
They believe nature is undervalued, 
underpriced and overused. If we use 
the right measures, we will strive for 
the right things,” she said. “We have a 
strong financial liability when we hope 
nature keeps working well no matter 
what we do.”

Scott Jeffery from the Nelson fire 
department spoke about efforts to 
mitigate against wildfire – the fuel 
treatment projects that have been done on 

Crown land and the FireSmart program 
for homeowners. Carmen Proctor of 
the City of Nelson’s EcoSave Energy 
Retrofits Program spoke about programs 
offered by Nelson Hydro and FortisBC 
to help people save energy.

Ideas offered by the 30 members of 
the public who each had two minutes to 
speak included: invest in green energy 
and divest from dirty energy, re-train 
oil sands and coal workers to the green 
energy sector, stop subsidies to polluters, 
institute a federal carbon tax as well 
as a provincial carbon tax, adopt hard 
targets and clear timelines, keep the 
oil in the ground, convert abandoned 
oil wells into geothermal wells, don’t 
build bitumen pipelines, incentivize 
the agriculture industry to plant cover 
crops and do no-till farming, implement 
the LEAP Manifesto, listen to First 
Nations people, move the economy to 
100% clean energy by 2050, provide 
more support and incentives for solar, 
conserve energy by retrofitting buildings 
and homes, stop the TPP (which takes 
away our sovereignty and will null and 
void our climate action efforts), stop the 
wars (which produce hazardous waste, 
defoliation, exploitation of natural 

resources, and require fossil fuels), 
protect parks from development, reopen 
the Columbia and Kootenay Rivers 
to the salmon run, create biking and 
walking routes in communities, provide 
energy-efficient public transportation 
(i.e. high-speed rail), support the 
West Kootenay EcoSociety’s 100% 
Renewable Kootenays project, stop 
clearcutting, stop fracking, stop climate 
engineering (chemtrails).

continued from page 3
resident, says the group is not anti-
logging, but has been advocating 
for a win-win solution by asking the 
ministry to reallocate this small part of 
NACFOR’s tenure. “We’re asking that 
they reallocate 663 hectares, which is 
core terrestrial toad habitat. That would 
capture 95% of the toad population 
and only represents about 6% of 
NACFOR’s total tenure.” Pitaoulis 
says reallocation would be good for the 
toads, NACFOR, and the people who 
rely on tourism in Nakusp.

Members of the citizen group also 
recently accompanied Dixon Terbasket, 
wildlife technician at the Okanagan 
Nation Alliance (ONA) to the site. 

Westbank First Nation, member 
of the ONA, states in a letter dated 
February 22 to FLNRO that they do 

NACFOR under fire again for 
Summit Lake logging plans

not feel they were fully consulted on 
the Summit Lake logging proposal. 
The letter concludes: “Westbank 
does not support the issuance of this 
permit and is requesting to halt any 
further harvesting to this area until 
adequate research has been conducted 
on toad and toadlets and some form of 
mitigation being put in place.”

by Jan McMurray
Katrina Sumrall’s grades 4/5/6 

class at Lucerne School has raised $500 
for Fort McMurray, and will donate it 

Lucerne class donates $500 to Fort McMurray school district
directly to the city’s school district. 

When students Cassandra and 
Hannah saw the Fort McMurray fire 
on the news, they were moved to do 

something to help. With the help of 
Cassandra’s mother, Bin Li, and Joan 
Law, the two friends set up a lemonade 
stand across from Mountainberry in New 
Denver. The lemonade stand brought in 
$163.65.

The rest of the class was inspired by 
the two girls, and decided to donate half 
the proceeds of their bottle drive for their 
canoe trip to the Fort McMurray cause.

Education Assistant Tim Sander 
helped the students contact the Fort 
McMurray school district. The assistant 
superintendent sent them a newsletter 
with stories of the evacuation. School 
staff went “above and beyond” to reunite 
students with their families. In some 
cases, students were separated from their 
parents for days.

“We were really sad when we 
read the stories in the newsletter,” said 
Cassandra. “We’re so happy to be able 
to help them.”

Katrina Sumrall’s grades 4/5/6 class at Lucerne School has raised $500 for Fort McMurray.
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The time for 
climate action is 
now

We live in the beautiful and 
struggling ecosystems of BC. But 
like everywhere in the world, it 
is struggling, because we are not 
outside the reaches of the changing 
climate.

By the end of August 2015, over 
6,000 fires raged throughout BC, 
costing $380 million. Glaciologists 
tell us the local glaciers are melting 
at an alarming rate. We can see 
them disappearing before our eyes. 
This year, we’ve had above average 
snowfall, but within a matter of a few 
warm months, the snow is almost 
gone.  And it’s not even summer yet.

But tragically ‘unprecedented’ 
is the new norm. Last week we 
heard of murderous temperatures in 
India of 51° C, hundreds dying and 
massive crop loss. Super storms and 
drought are common. NASA tells 
us the Earth’s magnetic poles are 
shifting due to the loss of ice from the 
poles… can we begin to understand 
what that might mean?

The time for action is NOW. 
We’re already late. We need BOLD 
federal action. Subsidies for fossil 
fuels must be eliminated NOW. We 
need job retraining for fossil fuel 
workers to build the green economy. 
We need the implementation of 
a steadily rising and nationally 
integrated carbon price.

Dona Grace-Campbell
Kaslo

Open letter to 
John Krebs, 
MFLNRO, co-
chair FWCP

It was raining the other day so I 
got to reading about some of them 
Acs the Guvmint puts out. And I 
got some questions for you. Like, I 
ain’t no forester or hunter or nothing, 

just an average li’l ole lady, got my 
geeraniums, got my cat, and my 
knitting.

Wildlife Act, one of ’em said. 
Didn’t know they put out laws for 
wildlife to follow! Anyway, it said 
there that “anyone who kills or 
harms endangered or threatened 
species will receive penalties; 
conviction could mean a fine of 
$500,00 and three years in jail.” 
Ouch! I ain’t gonna be killing no 
wildlife! I just hope it don’t kill me.

Then I got to thinking about 
all them toads up there by Summit 
Lake, you know? Cute little buggers, 
they is. They’re logging there now. 
Big grader on the road, running over 
all them little toads. So I ask you: 
ain’t that killing wildlife?

But I guess it’s all right if you 
got a permit, right? Like a hunting 
permit or a fishing permit or a 
trapping permit or like that. So I 
guess them loggers must a got a 
permit or something. It’s a forest, 
so I guess you must a signed that, 
being with the forestry and all. 
Damn shame about them little toads, 
though.

Then there’s some kinda ‘best 
management practices plan’ or 
sumpin you guys been telling us 
about. I got one of them compooters 
now so I looked it up.  Sure enough, 
there it was: Best Management 
Practices for Am-phib-ians and Rep 
Tiles. Well, I hope they ain’t telling 
no phibs and I never heard of no kind 
of tiles like that, but what the heck! 
Put out by the Ministry of Land, 
Water and Air Protection. In 2004. 
150 pages of it! I read every word.  
It was raining anyways.

Funny thing: it never said 
nothing about running a grader 
over thousands of them little toadlets 
being part of any of them best  
practices. What I want to know is: 
who’s gonna go to jail for killing all 
them toads?

Betje O. Verdreven
(aka Elsje de Boer)

Fauquier

Poor decorum 
in House of 
Commons

The decision by the Prime 
Minister to manhandle a Conservative 
whip to his seat so that a vote in the 
House of Commons could proceed 
was clearly improper decorum, and 
the accidental elbowing of a female 
member adds to the bad judgement 
of the prime minister in leaving his 
seat in the first place. But completely 
missing from the overall critique 
I have heard or seen so far is any 
comment on why a group of NDP 
MPs, including leader Tom Mulcair, 
were out of their seats, and why they 
were blocking a Conservative whip 
from returning to his seat.

Once again, MPs on both sides of 
the House of Commons are showing 
bad judgement. If the NDP had 
not blocked a Conservative whip 
from returning to his seat so a vote 
could begin, then maybe the prime 
minister might not have left his seat 
in the first place. Bad judgement 
all round, and time for all MPs to 
reflect on why they so often look 
like overgrown children rather than 
adults discussing the issues facing 
Canada and Canadians.

Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

Open letter to the 
school board trustees

As a parent of two children at the 
Winlaw Elementary School, I have a 
vested interest in keeping our school 
open. Both of my children have 
separately expressed to me that they 
would like to be at Winlaw Elementary 
“as long as possible,” asking if they can 
stay there until grade 12. 

My children love going to school 
not only because of the amazing 
teachers, principal, and programming, 
but also because of the palpable feeling 
that each person – children, staff, and 
parent volunteers – has a strong sense 
of belonging in a community.

The school board trustees have 
decided to put Winlaw Elementary 
School on the ‘consideration for 
closure’ list, with a final decision on 
July 12. The reasoning they have given 
for this is that the school district as a 
whole has lower enrolment, with many 
seats in the district empty. Therefore, 
buildings are being under-utilized, well 
below the targeted 85% utilization 
figure that the Ministry of Education 
has mandated for each school district. 
The trustees are saying that they 
want to spend money on educating 
children, not on maintenance costs for 
buildings. And having an 85% average 
of utilization rate gives the district 
a better chance of receiving more 

money from the ministry for building 
or renovating schools.

Here’s where the logic doesn’t 
work. Winlaw Elementary has a 
utilization rate of 89% and climbing, 
based on current registration numbers 
for the 2016/17 school year. This 
actually brings up the district average. 
And Winlaw ranks as one of the 
cheapest schools to keep open. On a list 
of how much money each school will 
cost the district in maintenance costs, 
Winlaw is one of the lowest schools on 
the list (20th out of 24 schools). Over 
the next 15-20 years, Winlaw only 
requires 1.5% of the total budget for 
deferred maintenance costs.

How can a school be considered 
for closure when it is successful based 
on the two main criteria given by 
trustees? And this does not even take 
into account the unique programming 
Winlaw offers to its students, such as 
the WILD outdoor classroom, regular 
multi-age learning activities, a garden 
built and planted by the students, and 
many environmental stewardship 
learning opportunities in the adjacent 
forest and river ecosystems.

I encourage the trustees to 
recognize the value of Winlaw 
Elementary to the district. Our students 
already know its value, and they will 
gladly tell you if you ask them. 

Raina Gardner
Winlaw 
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Illusion of 
nuclear power

In the May 18 issue of the Valley 
Voice, Frank Nixon was ruminating 
about nuclear power as the low 
carbon dioxide solution for the 
world’s future energy supply. If I get 
him right, he is wondering whether 
the danger of radioactive waste from 
nuclear power plants has not been 
thoroughly looked at, or indeed 
exaggerated. I know of no country 
that has come up with a final solution 
for disposing of nuclear waste. And 
it is being produced by the thousands 
of tons.

Nuclear waste is encased in 
molten glass (vitrified) and placed 
in various very deep underground 
rock caverns, often for temporary 
storage, possibly to be retrieved 
if safer methods can be found. 
Sometimes, although very seldom, 
these are permanent disposal sites. 
But no one can guarantee that shifts 
in the earth’s crust (earthquakes) will 
not bring the stuff into human reach 
again, or contaminate water that we 
will have to rely on in years to come. 

If we want to survive many more 
centuries, we will have to be content 
with less energy, produced from 

Slocan Valley 
school closure

A f t e r  r e a d i n g  S h a u n a 
Robertson’s letter in the May 18 
Valley Voice, I have to say as a 
parent of a WEG student I am 
disappointed in her obvious “It’s 
them or us” attitude. Comments such 
as “Great parent volunteer and PAC 
involvement would not be carried 
over into another facility” are both 
sad and very frustrating to hear. 
Why would dedicated parents and 
PAC members not continue to be 
involved in another facility if our 
schools merge together?

I am completely against the 
closure of ANY school here in the 
Slocan Valley and willing to fight 
for that belief. The SD 8 board 
has set up some serious divide and 
conquer tactics between Winlaw 
and WEG and I refuse to buy into it. 
Both communities deserve to keep 
their schools open despite what any 

Don’t steal 
life-saving 
equipment and 
supplies

Ten workers employed by 
Galena Contractors Ltd. were 
responding to a serious injury report 
on a harvesting block near Fauquier 
on April 29. One of their fellow 
workers sustained a large cut on 
his leg while he was working with 
a chainsaw. The worker needed 
medical attention, so the supervisor 
of the work site called 911 and 

requested an ambulance to transport 
the injured worker to Arrow Lakes 
Hospital in Nakusp. The plan was 
to evacuate the worker in Galena’s 
Emergency Transport Vehicle (ETV) 
down the logging road and meet the 
ambulance at the junction of the 
highway and the logging road.

Galena’s first aid attendant 
assessed the condition of the injured 
worker and asked some workers 
attending the scene to bring him 
first aid supplies, the spine board 
with blankets, and the basket-style 
stretcher he needed from the ETV. 
The workers walked quickly to the 
ETV and looked for the supplies and 
equipment requested. The workers 
noticed right away that the well-
stocked first aid kit and the medical 
oxygen kit required to treat the 
seriously injured worker were not 
in the ETV. The first aid kit and the 
medical oxygen kit had vanished.

The workers returned to the 
incident site and told the first aid 
attendant that they could not find 
the life-saving supplies he requested 
and that the supplies were probably 
stolen – the ETV was always left 
unlocked with the keys near the 
ignition so that in case there was 
an emergency situation, such as 

renewable sources like solar, wind, 
and geothermal, and to limit our own 
population growth. There seems no 
other way. 10,000 more reactors will 
sooner or later spell mega-disasters.

Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

survey has to say. We have to stop 
reasoning with numbers and money 
and stand up for what this really 
comes down to – our children!

Winlaw and Slocan are separate 
communities within the same 
community. We both come from a 
place of love and togetherness – two 
very important things that are lacking 
in Shauna Robertson’s letter. As a 
reminder to the parents of Winlaw 
Elementary, you have my support 
and the support of many others here 
in Slocan. 

Heather Reid
Slocan

this one, any of Galena’s workers 
could save valuable time and access 
the first aid supplies and equipment 
readily. 

When the first aid attendant was 
informed of the inability to provide 
him with the supplies requested, 
his jaw dropped as he stared at the 
workers in disbelief, and he said. 
“Well, we should all be thankful that 
this is an Emergency Response Plan 
drill, and not a real-life emergency. 
Let’s carry on with the exercise and 
bring me one of the OFA Level 1 first 
aid kits from one of our pickup trucks 
so we can treat the ‘injuries,’ get ‘Joe’ 
on the spine board and wrap him up, 
put him in the basket, and load him 
into the ETV.”

There’s a strong message to 
send to the person(s) who stole the 
supplies and equipment we depend 
upon to potentially help save lives: 
Think about the consequences of 
your actions before you do something 
you could regret and think about the 
guilt that could haunt you for the 
rest of your life, knowing that you 
were the person(s) who would be 
blamed for the needless loss of ‘Joe 
Worker’s’ life.

Dak Giles, Safety Coordinator
Galena Contractors Ltd.

by Katrine Campbell
The Slocan Lake Boat ing 

Association and the Village of New 
Denver will work together on a long-
term plan for the marina. 

This was the result of a meeting 
May 16 attended by Commodore Ken 
Smith and a group of SLBA members, 
and by Mayor Ann Bunka, Councillors 
Henning von Krogh and Heather Fox, 
and CAO Bruce Woodbury and CO 
Catherine Allaway. 

The major problem at the moment 
is the extreme silting-in of the marina 
entrance, likely caused by debris which 
diverted Carpenter Creek in Sandon in 
July 2011. The overfull creek washed 
out a mine parking lot and a road, and 
the resulting debris flowed down the 
creek into the lake.

As reported in the May 4 Valley 
Voice, no work has started on the 
entrance because of a difference of 
opinion in whether removing the silt was 
‘dredging’ (requiring heavy equipment 
and a permit from the Province) or 
‘maintenance’ using a vacuum pump 
and requiring only that the Province 
be notified.

After discussing the historic (and 
now somewhat strained) relationship 
between the Village and the SLBA, 
the two sides moved on to getting the 
job done. Bunka told Smith that staff 
are working on a Memorandum of 
Understanding, such as the Village has 
with the historical society and LACE, 
for the association to manage the facility 
on the Village’s behalf. The MOU, once 
signed, would eliminate the property 
taxes the SLBA pays.

In order to do this, Bunka said the 
Village will need more information from 

the SLBA, including the names of board 
directors and the fee schedule. 

The Village will apply to the 
Province for authorization to clean up 
the channel, and pay the application 
fee. If the application is approved, 
the association will hire and pay for 
the contractor and any other costs. If 
the dredging is approved, the SLBA 
intends to clear the channel one metre 
deep, three metres across and 30 metres 
into the marina. 

There is a tight timeframe for 
working on the project; if they miss 
the window approved by the ministry, 
then they can only proceed by hiring 
a professional to assess the work plan. 
Smith said the work might have to be 
done again in the future, and suggested 
the association would submit a long 
range plan to avoid a repeat of the present 
situation. 

“Oh, I like that!” Bunka said. “I 
love the idea of us working with you 

Boaters and Village to work together on marina future
folks to plan ahead.”

In addition, the SLBA will 
continue the dock replacement 
project and develop a plan for 
eventually replacing the retaining 
walls in the channel. 

The eventual agreement was 
prefaced by some startling moments. 
Smith told Bunka they had heard 
rumours that council wanted to 
take over the marina. Bunka’s jaw 
dropped in shock. “That has never 

been discussed at this table! We don’t 
want to take it on!”

Smith and Bunka agreed better 
communication was necessary, 
and Allaway asked that the office 
be advised of changes so staff can 
answer people’s questions about any 
work being done at the marina. The 
Village is required by the Province 
to submit a statutory declaration to 
the province saying what work has 
been done.

submitted
The Dark Water Dragons (DWD) 

kicked off their 2016 season May 14 with 
the boat launch and the first paddle. The 
dragon boat is a full-size 48-ft. vessel 
and when not on the lake, is moored at 
the New Denver marina.

The DWD is a member-supported 
society that provides its members, many 
of them breast cancer survivors, with 
the opportunity to safely participate 
in recreational dragon boating on the 
Slocan Lake. The paddling technique 
and stroke is unique to dragon boating 
and has been proven to safely support 
breast and spinal health. The bi-weekly 
paddles have also benefited paddlers 
with a renewed sense of fitness and 
health.

The 2015 season was the best year 
to date for the DWD, with more than 35 
paddles from May to October and very 
few cancelled due to lake or weather 
conditions. No matter what your skill 
or physical ability, dragon boating may 
be the activity for you. Guest fees have 
been reduced to $5 making it easy for 
potential paddlers to come out and see 
what its all about. 

Dark Water Dragons kick off paddling season
As the Dragons enter their fourth 

season, members say they feel very 
fortunate to have the ongoing support 
of so many individuals and businesses in 
the community. In particular, the DWD 
owes heartfelt gratitude to campground 
hosts Gayle and Mel Swanson who have 
been keen supporters since the beginning 
by matching ‘loonies’ collected at 

paddling practices. 
Funds raised through member fees, 

bake and plant sales not only cover 
operating expenses but permit the 
DWD to give back to the community. 
At the 2015 AGM, members approved 
a donation of $250 to The Outlet Youth 
Centre in New Denver to support its 
water activities program and help 

those who could not otherwise afford 
to participate. The DWD is a proud 
partner of the Canadian Breast Cancer 
Foundation and receives an annual grant 
through the Breast Cancer Survivor 
Dragon Boat Program. 

If you are interested in becoming 
a member or would like further details 
contact tamclaxton@gmail.com.

submitted
On Saturday, June 18 from noon to 

1 am, The Vallican Whole Community 
Centre will be the most interesting place 
to be in the entire West Kootenays. Come 
check out ALT Fest, a first-time mini-
festival in the beautiful Slocan Valley/
Sinixt territory. 

This multi-variety gathering 
celebrating alternative lifestyles and 
culture is an opportunity to learn, grow, 
experience – and dance your pants off. 
ALT Fest will be graced with exposure 
to exciting visual artists, and workshops 
ranging from decolonization, to sorcery, 
to trans-resiliency and gender identity, to 
surviving rurally and creatively. 

As well there will be an array of 

Something completely different – ALT Fest
spoken word artists and music ranging 
from punk and metal to folk and ragtime, 
to loop pedal beats, soul, and more. A 
place where art, community and politics 
meet, with a sound track as varied as 
the people who will be there. Check 
out www.facebook.com/altfest2016 
for more information, including ticket 

outlets. 
Tickets are $25 in advance at Rosie’s 

in Winlaw and $30 - $60 at the door. If 
you want the full festival experience, 
volunteer at volunteeraltfest@gmail.
com.

The Vallican Whole is at 3762 Little 
Slocan River Rd. S.

submitted
Just in time for National Childcare 

Month, the West Kootenay Early Years 
Conference Committee congratulated the 
‘Exceptional Early Childhood Educator’ 
and ‘Exceptional Childcare Provider’ 
award nominees at its conference. 

The ECE award winner was Nicola 

Kaslo woman nominated for ECE award
Forrester;  Heike-Reeg-Smith from 
Periwinkle Child Care in Kaslo was 
a nominee. The Family Child Care 
Provider award winner was Jennifer 
Buchan. The West Kootenay Early 
Years Office thanks all early childhood 
educators and family child care 
providers. 
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Village of 
New Denver

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
The Village of New Denver is now accepting applications for 
the position of: 

TEMPORARY CASUAL LABOURER
The position is at a pay rate of $19.01 per hour.  Duties include 
but are not limited to:  groundskeeping, facilities maintenance, 
operation of small tools and equipment.   Preference will be 
given to members of IUOE Local 115.  

Please submit a resume and cover letter to:

Village of New Denver, Attention:  Bruce Woodbury, CAO
Mail: P.O. Box 40, New Denver, B.C., V0G 1S0
Email: office@newdenver.ca
In person:  115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver

This position will remain posted until filled.  All applicants are 
thanked for their interest – only those selected for an interview 
will be contacted.

Mercado 
Organic Market & 

Eatery
Is now closed 
permanently.

Thank you to everyone 
for a great 3 years!

Enjoy the summer!

OTTERS LIVE HERE
Although otters can spend 2 - 8 
hrs/ day in the water foraging, they 
spend 3/4+ of their life on land where 
they walk, run and bound. They can 
run up to 29 km/hr and swim up 
to 11 km/hr. Otters are considered 
an indicator species for aquatic 
ecosystem health and water quality.

slocanlakess.com

by Katrine Campbell
• Council will request the RDCK’s 

support “regarding the opening of a 
meaningful dialogue with the Fire 
Underwriters Survey to allow local 
government flexibility of equipment 
selection to meet required firefighting 
capacity.”

The Village is buying a second 
fire truck and tanker truck, and is also 
exploring options for future purchases. 
However, it “is constrained by the 
requirements imposed by the Fire 
Underwriters Survey (FUS), a national 
organization which sets guidelines 
used by most Canadian insurers.” 
The Village wants to look at getting 
two smaller pumpers, which would 
provide greater pumping capacity than 
the triple combination pumper that 
FUS says they must use. Two pumpers 
would also give the fire department 
greater flexibility and faster response 
times. 

New Denver council May 24: Insurance issues restrict choice of fire equipment
Mayor Ann Bunka has been 

talking to FUS, or trying to – “they 
have been reluctant to engage in 
dialogue about recognizing pumping 
capacity regardless of the equipment 
that supplies it.” The Village wants 
the RDCK’s support to pursue getting 
the FUS to discuss modifying its strict 
requirements, something that would 
benefit many small municipalities and 
rural areas.

• Council received for information 
the Village’s 2015 CARIP (Climate 
Action Revenue Incentive Program) 
report. Some of the actions the Village 
has taken, or is working on, include a 20 
percent reduction in carbon emissions, 
setting up a lightbulb recycling station, 
radon mitigation, switching to more 
energy efficient light bulbs, installing 
an on-demand hot water system at 
the Nikkei Centre, participating in 
the wood stove exchange program, 
connecting green spaces through an 
improved trail network, continuing 
the dike maintenance program, starting 
recycling at the campground, buying 
an energy efficient truck for Public 
Works, participating in the WaterSmart 
program, conducting leak detection 
monitoring, and doing wildfire 
interface brushing. 

• The RDCK asked council for 
its response to a requested change of 
scope for the Slocan Lake Golf Club’s 
CIP grant of $3,755. It had planned 
to use the money for new doors, a 
hot water tank and other repairs. 
However, the main water pump for 
the course failed and must be replaced; 
the grant money will be used for that 
instead. Council had no objection to 
the change. 

• Council will provide a letter of 
support for an application from the 
Slocan District, Nakusp and Kaslo 
Chambers of Commerce to the Rural 
Dividend Program. The chambers 
requested a grant for $10,000 to hire 
a consultant to explore options for 
sustainable funding for the ‘West Koot 
Route’ tourism initiative.

• Bunka reported that she and 
Councillor Heather Fox had waited 
at Centennial Park for more than two 
hours to greet participants in the ‘Spirit 
of Sylix’ Youth Unity Run. However, 

the runners were delayed and just kept 
on going when they reached New 
Denver. She did see them later and 
handed out Village pins.

• Bunka went to the Nikkei 
Internment Memorial Centre for 
the vegetable garden planting with 
students in Katrina Sumrall’s class at 
LESS and seniors from the Pavilion, 
who together had started the plants. 
Bunka and Village staffer Amanda 
Murphy talked to the students about 
the centre and its significance. Each 
participant was given a day pass to 
the centre.

• Bunka reported that the RDCK 
has deferred until a later meeting a 
report seeking approval to jointly 
fund the Kootenay Agricultural 
Liaison Strategy. The report, from 
Sangita Sudan, General Manager of 
Development Services, recommends 

that the RDCK participate in the 
project with the Regional Districts 
of East Kootenay and Kootenay 
Boundary, and the Columbia Basin 
Trust. It also recommends that either 
Sudan or the planner represent the 
RDCK on the steering committee; 
that a Request for Proposals be issued 
consistent with the project goals and 
directives in the April 27 memo from 
staff; and that the 2017-2021 Financial 
Plan include funding for the project in 
General Administration for $60,000/
year over three years. 

• School District #8 (Kootenay 
Lake) requested two directors to sit 
on a panel re: school closures. Walter 
Popoff (Area H) and Aimee Watson 
(Area D) were chosen to meet with the 
school board and representatives from 
other groups and committees.

• Councillor Nadine Raynolds 

reported that the May 12 Slocan 
District Chamber of Commerce 
meeting was “incredibly long.” She 
attributed this to the discussion on 
changing its bylaws. The Chamber 
is considering applying for a CBT 
Recreation Infrastructure grant for 
work on local trails. Members will take 
another look at the Health Committee 
and is “revisiting all committee 
structures.”

The Visitor Centre and Silvery 
Slocan Museum are co-training their 
student summer employees so they 
can spell each other off when needed. 
The Visitor Centre will remain open 
for Garlic Fest in September.

• The Healthy Community Society 
was to launch its book The Talking 
Spade May 25 at Silverton Memorial 
Hall, Fox reported. Changes to its 
constitution and bylaws were passed.

submitted
The Healthy Community 

Society now has a business plan for 
‘The Village Hearth,’ a year-round 
dinner restaurant in downtown New 
Denver that will feature local food. 
The restaurant will open this fall.

“The Village Hearth builds on 
the food security work we have been 
doing for the last few years,” said 
David Everest, vice-president of the 
society’s board.

One of the goals for the restaurant 
is to provide a local market for local 
food, Everest said. “We want to give 
our local farmers a boost by giving 
them another place to sell their food. 
The more food our farmers can 
produce, the more secure our local 
food supply.” 

The Village Hearth Restaurant to open this fall in New Denver
Other goals for the restaurant 

are to increase access to local food, 
contribute to the local economy 
and create employment, provide a 
year-round dinner restaurant, and to 
be a central gathering place for the 
community. 

Everest says the society had 
been “kicking around the idea of 
a ‘food hub’ for some time” when 
the CBT Community Directed 
funding became available through 
the Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Commission. “The 
commission identified agriculture 
as the community’s number one 
priority for the funds, so we applied 
and were successful,” says Everest. 
The society was awarded $100,000 
over two years for the project.

The business plan is for the 
restaurant, which is the first step 
towards the longer-term vision of 
a ‘food hub,’ with a commercial 
kitchen available for value-added 
food production, food storage space, 
and a tool library.

The Village Hearth will open 
in the fall. The society will lease 
Rory’s on Main Restaurant, which 
will remain open this season through 
to Garlic Fest weekend. “Rory has 
been super supportive of our project 
and very helpful during the business 
planning process,” says Everest.

The society formed a Food 
Hub Committee to oversee this 
project. Zoe Creighton of the Upper 
Columbia Co-op Council was hired 
to produce the business plan.

submitted
The Village of New Denver has 

hired a Water Smart Ambassador 
for the summer. Since 2009, the 
Columbia Basin Trust’s water 
conservation program has been 
working to help communities focus 
on their ‘peaks and leaks.’ 

Peak  wa te r ing  t imes  in 
midsummer months account for a 
vast amount of water use. Leaks 
throughout the entire system, from 
an old pre-war fitting to a quietly 
dripping stand-pipe, account likewise 
for millions of gallons of water loss.

‘How much’ and ‘Why should 
we really care’ are the first two 
questions Matthew Fry is set to 
address in his new role.

“I will use some of my time 
to gather the facts and present to 
our community a real picture of 
what our water system is doing for 
us,” says Fry. “I’ll be at the Friday 
markets looking to discuss our 
present approach to water in our 
community, to share conservation 
strategies and to book lawn and 
garden water assessments.”

Fry has been armed with dozens 
of garden-hose timers to present to 
those who sign him up for a garden 
visit. These half-hour assessments 
are the backbone of the ambassador’s 
job. The objective is to measure 
the effectiveness of the present 
watering system and to help tweak 

Water Smart Ambassador on the job in New Denver - Silverton
any inefficiencies.

“There is of course a larger 
discussion around our changing 
climate with regards to water and 
communities,” Fry commented, “and 
though I’m happy to chat about this 
vast subject, I’m focused more on 
those factors which directly impact 
our local water systems, from rain 

to drain. If we get to watering 
restrictions then I’ll help spread the 
word and clarify any questions on 
when folks can water or not.”

Look for Matthew around New 
Denver and Silverton, sign up for 
your free hose timer and put the kettle 
on for Matthew’s visit! Matthew can 
be reached at 250-265-1897.

The Village of New Denver has hired Matthew Fry as Water Smart Ambassador for the summer.
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296
OIL TANK REMOVAL SERVICES

CERTIFIED AND INSURED
Underground / In Basement / Above 

Ground
NEW REGAL TANK SALES

Call 250-355-0088 
           Kootenay Furnace Ltd.

by Art Joyce
Brian Simpson of the Interior 

Lumber Manufacturer’s Association 
(ILMA) says with a shrinking pool of 
forestry landbase, the way of the future 
is in maximizing the production of 
value-added wood products in BC, right 
down to the toothpick. Simpson and 
Ken Kalesnikoff, owner of Kalesnikoff 
Lumber, were seeking support from the 
RDCK board on May 19 for a resolution 
calling upon the provincial government 
to “encourage and incentivize the 
distribution of existing timer supply to 
optimize the ‘right log to the right mill.’” 

Simpson and Kalesnikoff spent 
about a half hour with their presentation 
and question period. Simpson is a 
former district forest manager for the 
BC government and has most recently 
spent several years working on wildfire 
management for the Province. In his 
capacity as ILMA spokesperson, he 
represents 10 independent family-
owned companies with 60-100 years 
of history in the West Kootenay region. 
He estimates that these small companies 
provide 4,500 direct and indirect local 
jobs worth $110 million annually plus 

ILMA seeks RDCK support for small lumber manufacturers
an additional $244 million to the local 
economy in spinoff spending, supplies 
and services. Sawmills represented by 
ILMA produced double the number of 
local jobs compared to conventional 
sawmills in the period 2000-2009. 

But there’s a serious problem 
looming that could threaten the 
long-term viability of these small 
regional operators, says Simpson and 
Kalesnikoff. Simpson spoke of the 
“fundamental shift in forest policy” that 
occurred in 2004 and “delinked tenure 
from manufacturing,” while allowing 
for unimpeded tenure transfer to the 
major forest corporations. Consequently, 
since 2000 more than 25 percent of 
lumber manufacturing facilities in BC 
have closed permanently, while raw log 
exports have soared. 

“One of the concerns I had is that 
we allowed it to go far and created 
monopolies, making it difficult for 
people who own the resource to have 
control,” Simpson told the RDCK board. 
“A large percentage of the timber supply 
rests in the hands of the few. We’re at 
a point in time where we have to step 
back and do something fundamentally 
different.”

Although on paper the Provincial 
government has had as a stated objective 
the encouragement of more value-added 
manufacturing, Simpson said in nearly 
15 years that goal has not remotely 
been met. Kalesnikoff recently sent 
a delegation from his company on a 
tour of European mills. It turned out 
to be a life-changing experience for 
them; compared to BC, Europe is light 

years ahead in terms of extracting the 
maximum value from every log through 
manufacturing. Logging there, he says, 
is much more community than corporate 
based. Simpson said in his work with 
wildfire protection, he learned that by the 
BC government’s own estimates, up to 
25 percent of the forestry landbase could 
be lost to fires due to climate change. 
Already there are massive fires burning 
in the Prince George district and of 
course the catastrophic fires in northern 
Alberta and Saskatchewan, destroying 
hundreds of thousands of hectares of 
forest. This is another element expected 
to place pressure on Allowable Annual 
Cut (AAC) allocations to tenure holders, 
which are already seen by many as 
unsustainable. Art Joyce Sr., a retired 
provincial district forest manager with 
37 years’ experience, estimates that at 
the rate logging is proceeding in the 
Caribou region, there’s at most three 
years left for harvesting of mature 
timber. The ILMA would like to see 
more log trading between corporate 
loggers and small companies, and more 
equitable tenure transfer instead of the 
current monopoly situation.  

“If the status quo is maintained,” 
warned Simpson, “in the future it’s 
going to get harder and harder to get the 
right logs. Eventually you’ll get more 
and more value added producers just 
throwing in the towel and going with 
the major industry approach. We need 
your help, to encourage government to 
change the status quo, so the right log 
goes to the right mill.”

Area D Director Aimee Watson 

asked whether the ILMA supported 
increased use of forest waste in biomass 
energy generation. She asked how 
the ILMA specifically would support 
forestry workers in the Lardeau 
Valley. Kalesnikoff responded that the 
company has been researching biomass 
extensively. “It’s a huge opportunity but 
it’s still a very long payback.” 

Area E Director Ramona Faust 
said residents in her area feel the 
current planning process has failed and 
needs to be changed. “I’m asking what 
your commitment is to doing things 
differently so we can achieve watershed 
objectives and keep protections in place. 
Right now all of that has been reduced 
in the past ten years.” 

“If I was living in a watershed 
and had concerns about harvesting,” 
Simpson answered, “I’d be more 
comfortable with a community mill. If 
we end up with a small number of major 

licensees controlling the timber supply 
that’s going to be harder to do.”

The RDCK board deferred a vote 
on the resolution to the next regular 
board meeting.  

COMMUNITY 
GET TOGETHER
with family and friends

in memory of
Gordie & Betty Nelson

Saturday, June 11, 2016
1:00 pm

Silverton Memorial Hall

Bring a good story or photo

Selkirk College students awarded 
for work in local communities
submitted

Five students from Selkirk College 
were honoured by a technology 
professionals’ association during their 
graduation ceremony for excellence 
in their field. Geographic Information 
Systems student Eric Hoodicoff was 
chosen for his project called ‘Bear Aware 
with Harvest Share.’ He examined the 
relationship between black bear activity 
and fruit trees in the New Denver and 
Silverton areas.

Recreation Fish & Wildlife Program 
students Blaire Smith and Tara Robinson 
caught the eye of the association for ‘The 
Missing Lynx: Detecting Lynx in the 
Rossland Range of British Columbia.’ 

Geoffrey Matheson, a Forest 
Technology Program student, was 
recognized for his work using Light 
Detection and Ranging (LIDAR) data in 
assessing inoperable terrain deductions 
from the timber harvesting land base. 

Integrated Environmental Planning 
Program student Suzz Bergler was 
successful in her presentation analyzing 
LED streetlight use in Rossland.

The students each received a $250 
‘excellence in technology’ award 
for their winning work, which they 
presented at the April 6 applied research 
conference; 82 presenters took part in the 
14th annual event.

Says Stevens, “Students must 
summarize their comprehensive 
research work into a short, clear and 
concise presentation and then present 
to an audience, many of whom are not 
of that discipline.”
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

KASLO & DISTRICT

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC

www.figmentscanada.com

We’re filling the store with lots 
of new, unique gifts. Summer 

clothing is in now too! 
Open every day.

by Art Joyce
Kaslo residents got a treat the 

evening of May 27 at the fifth annual 
Asian Culture Night held in the 
Langham. The special guest was Bill 
Porter, also known as ‘Red Pine,’ the 
world’s leading translator of classical 
Chinese poetry. Porter read – in both 
Chinese and English – selections of 
poetry dating back to the fourth century. 
He also read excerpts from his new 
book, Finding Them Gone, about a 
30-day odyssey he undertook to visit 
the graves of China’s great poets of 
antiquity. Cloud Mountain Teahouse of 
Nelson provided specialty Asian teas. 

Asian Culture Night features leading Chinese poetry translator
The scene was set graphically with a 
display of historic Asian masks curated 
by Cézanne Moss from various local 
collections.

Asian Culture Night co-organizer 
Laurie Moss met Porter while hiking 
on a mountain above Taipei, Taiwan’s 
capital city, in 1987. Porter by that 
time was well established in his career 
as a translator of Chinese poetry, 
sparked initially by a four-year stint 
in a Taiwanese Buddhist monastery. 
While at the monastery Porter was 
dubbed ‘Victorious Cloud’ but upon 
leaving he eventually settled upon Red 
Pine, the name of a Taoist master who 
lived in 2600 BC. The master of the 
monastery had gifted Porter a copy of 
the famous Cold Mountain poems with 
English translations by Burton Watson. 
Porter decided to try his hand at it, and 
with the encouragement of another 
translator, eventually published his first 
translation with Copper Canyon Press 
of Port Townsend, Washington, where 
he now lives. 

As anyone who has read translations 
of poetry knows, even translating from 
European languages can present huge 
challenges. Translating from Chinese 
to English is even more difficult. In 
Chinese, poetry is “what the heart 
holds dear put into words,” and the 
traditional form of expression tends to 
use direct, clear language to express 
shared experiences or beloved scenes 

from nature. Poetry is still considered 
China’s greatest written art, even in the 
post-Communist era. During Porter’s 
pilgrimage to visit the graves of classical 
Chinese poets, he was often surprised 
by the fact that otherwise barely literate 
farmers could quote whole poems 
verbatim. Traditionally in China before 
the modern era, only members of the 
elite class could become poets, and 
most were government officials. In fact, 
it became one of the requirements for 
an official that they had the capacity to 
write poetry. One can only imagine how 
that might change the world today if that 
requirement still held. 

Porter described the act of 
translating in terms of a dance. “It’s as 
if I see a beautiful woman on the dance 
floor and I want to dance with her, but 
I’m deaf.” It takes years of study of the 
Chinese language to be able to hear 
the music in its poetry, he said. But the 
reward for all that effort is beyond price. 
“All those great poets are dancing and I 
get to dance with them.” In his Chinese 
language readings, Porter demonstrated 
how the Chinese don’t read poems, they 
actually sing them. This is a tradition in 
the poetry of antiquity long since lost 

to the West, where music and poetry 
have long since diverged. The British 
Museum has a Sumerian lyre (a small 
harp) that dates to 2600 BC, likely used 
by an ancient poet in a Mesopotamian 
court. Today’s word for a song lyric 
comes from lyre. Until the 20th century, 
only men in China could be official 
court poets, although the greatest female 
Chinese poet, Li Qingzhao, dates from 
the 11th century. 

Unlike so much Western poetry of 
the past 50 years or so, the emphasis in 
Chinese poetry is on clear communication. 
Porter’s writing in Finding Them Gone 
echoes this beautifully elegant simplicity 
of language. His reading of excerpts 
from that book transported the audience 
to sites in China thousands of years old, 
steeped in culture and history, although 
occasionally paved over by the modern 
Chinese state. Porter sees translation as 
a metaphor for life in general. “Every 
day we’re translating our experiences,” 
he said. “Some marriages fail because 
of bad translation. I’ve been doing it for 
nearly 40 years and I can’t stop, I just 
love it so much.”

The event continued on the 28th 
with a Buddhist heart sutra workshop 

taught by Porter, followed by an Asian 
lunch and an afternoon panel discussion 
on the history of masks in Asia. The 
event was sponsored by Columbia 
Basin Trust Community Initiatives, 
Community Fund of North Kootenay 
Lake Society, the Langham Cultural 
Society and the International Amenity 
Migration Centre.    

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo Golf Club is reconfiguring 

the nine-hole course to make it longer 
and more challenging, and is replacing 
the greens to meet US Golf Association 
standards.

So far, the club has replaced six 
greens and has four more to go to 
complete the nine holes plus the putting 
green. Kaslo Golf Club President Rob 
Lang explained that the new sand-based 
sod is less prone to disease than the 
original soil-based sod.

The course reconfiguration began 
when the old clubhouse was removed, 
creating more space for the course. 
Recently, the Village has added about 

The special guest at the fifth annual Asian 
Culture Night was Bill Porter, also known as 
‘Red Pine,’ the world’s leading translator of 

classical Chinese poetry.

Kaslo Golf Club makes improvements to course
four acres of land to the club’s lease, 
allowing for further reconfiguration. 
“We’re refreshing the course by adding 
length and difficulty, and upgrading the 
greens,” said Lang.

The club has applied for a grant 
under the CBT Recreation Infrastucture 
Program. Although the application 
wasn’t successful in the first round, Lang 
says they are hopeful for the second 
round. “If CBT can help, we can get 
this done in the next two years,” he said.

The club has accomplished a lot 
over the last ten years, starting with 
the construction of the new clubhouse. 
“We’ve invested close to $1 million in 
upgrades – including the clubhouse – 
and much of this was raised from the 
membership,” said Lang. 

The membership gives a huge 
amount of in-kind contributions to the 
club, he said. The only grants provided 
for the construction of the clubhouse 
were a $100,000 grant from the Kaslo 

and District Community Forest Society 
and a $15,000 CBT grant. The rest was 
covered largely by in-kind donations 
from Hamill Creek Timber Homes 
and Boards by George, Yellowhead 
Road and Bridge and the plumbing and 
electrical work were also donated. More 
recently, the greens have been replaced 
by volunteers and staff.

The club runs a junior golf program 
every year, which usually sees about 
50 kids and is free. Lang says the 
membership is predominantly made up 
of seniors, and the club provides a great 
social and physical activity for them. 
There is men’s night, women’s night and 
juniors’ night, and two tournaments per 
year that raise funds for the club. 

“The club also gives back,” Lang 
says. “Over the last ten years, we’ve 
probably given back about $25,000 to 
the community.” The club has recently 
made donations to Minor Hockey and 
the Kaslo Outdoor Recreation Society.

Rob Lang, president of the Kaslo Golf Club, on the new green at hole #3.
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Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

by Katrine Campbell
An application for a 10-year 

licence of occupation over three trails 
in the New Denver area has raised a 
few eyebrows, but the North Slocan 
Trail Society is cautiously optimistic 
the venture will be positive for the 
area.

Sacred Rides Mountain Bike 
Holidays, based in Fernie, has 
applied to run two guided mountain 
bike tours per year on the Wakefield 
Trail on Idaho Peak, the Galena 
Trail/ Old Sandon Rd, also on Idaho, 
and the Butter Trail on Ranch (Elk) 
Ridge, north of Rosebery.

The Galena Trail is leased from 

Fernie company seeks tenure on north Slocan trails
the Crown by the RDCK and is a 
regional park, supported with tax 
dollars and maintained by volunteers. 

The North Slocan Trai ls 
Society (NSTS) has a management 
agreement with Recreation Sites and 
Trails BC for the management of 
three trails, including the Wakefield 
and Butter. The former starts at the 
upper Idaho Peak parking lot and 
ends at the Silverton Creek Forest 
Service Road. The Butter trailhead 
is reached by way of a forest service 
road off East Wilson Creek Road, 
and ends in Rosebery.

Ryan Kikauka, Sacred Rides’ 
(SR) lead guide and ride director 

for BC operations, said “We want 
to keep everybody happy.” He 
has talked with NSTS director 
Mike Koolen, who advised him the 
application would be forwarded 
to the RDCK’s Park Operations 
Supervisor Cary Gaynor and to 
Justin Dexter of Recreation Sites and 
Trails BC for their approval. Kikauka 
said he hasn’t heard from Gaynor. 
Gaynor says he hasn’t received 
anything from Sacred Rides directly, 
although he is aware of the situation 
and is in touch with Dexter.

“From some of the emails going 
back and forth, we probably will 
[hear from Kikauka] soon,” he 

said. The RDCK has a licence of 
occupation on the Galena Trail from 
BC Rec Sites and Trails. In order to 
use Galena, SR must apply for a park 
use permit. The fee could be cash, or 
trail maintenance, Gaynor says.

Koolen says Sacred Rides will 
have to become a member of the trail 
society “and contribute somehow for 
trail maintenance.” The details will 
be worked out after the company gets 
an answer to its application. 

“If he (Kikauka) goes by the 
book, then we’re fine with that. It 
will bring mountain bike tourism to 
our town.”

SR is applying for a type of tenure 
called a ‘Licence of Occupation,’ 
which would give them permission 
to use the trails, sharing them with 
other users. There would be no 
development of any kind, no lodges 
built.

Asked how he would answer 
those who question why the company 
should get tenure on trails built, paid 
for and maintained by local residents, 
Kikauka said that people were 
confused about what rights tenure 
conveys.

“Tenure as a commercial 
operation means the government 
issues permission to use the land,” he 
said. “It doesn’t mean we have any 

more rights than the public does.”
Sacred Rides will also make an 

annual minimum payment to Front 
Counter BC: the base rate is $500 
but the amount could be higher 
depending on how many client days 
the company sells. Asked how the 
area would benefit, Kikauka said 
the group would spend a couple of 
nights in local accommodations; this 
year they are booked into the Glacier 
View Cabins. They will be eating in 
local restaurants, and paying trail 
fees to NSTS.

The Galena Trail is used by 
hikers, not just mountain bikers, and 
many of those are families. Kikauka 
said the trail’s other users would be 
treated in a respectful fashion.

“We are a guided operation, 
we always have a lead guide and a 
tail guide, so we respect other trail 
users and we act as the mountain 
biking community would want us 
to,” he said. “The guides know the 
trail, and they know where the busy 
sections are.”

Kikauka says the only response 
to the ‘Notice of Intention’ legal 
ad posted in the May 18 Valley 
Voice (page 23) came from Koolen. 
Anyone else wishing to comment can 
find the ad online at valleyvoice.ca; 
click on Valley Voice Online.

by Art Joyce
Agricultural Land Commission 

CEO Kim Grout and Chair Frank 
Leonard made a presentation to the 
RDCK board at its general meeting 
May 19, updating them on recent 
changes to the governance of the 
ALC. 

The ALC is an independent 
administrative tribunal appointed 
by government to administer the 
Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) 
in the province. The ALC has had its 
budget for 2016-17 increased by $1.1 
million, with much of that allocated 
to compliance and enforcement. 
Under the recently passed Bill 24 
(2014), another change is the recent 
licensing of medical marijuana 
cultivation on ALR land where local 
authorities permit. 

“When I arrived there were only 
two employees for enforcement 
in the entire province,” explained 
Leonard. “That just doesn’t work; 
now we have six.” 

The ALR represents only five 
percent of the total BC landbase, and 
only 1.1 percent is considered prime 
agricultural land. Because much of 
that tends to be in valley bottoms 
where residential communities 
cluster, the development pressure on 
this prime land is intense. 

The Kootenays represent only 
eight percent of the total ALR. 
Seventy-five percent of the ALR is 
under local government jurisdiction, 
Grout and Leonard explained, 
meaning that the first authority on 
land use issues is either municipal or 
regional. Those seeking to have land 
taken out of the ALR for other uses 
must first apply to local government. 
If unsatisfied by their response, the 
applicant can apply to the ALC 
for an exception. Panel decisions 
are recorded, published, and sent 
to applicant but with a 60-day 
reconsideration period allowed by 
the CEO. In rare cases, where the 

RDCK updated on Agricultural Land Reserve changes 
Chair determines there is a provincial 
interest at stake, cases are referred to 
Victoria. Although there is an initial 
application fee, there is no charge 
or time limits for appeals – Leonard 
said there are some cases that have 
gone on for years.

However, the ALC’s new 
mandate is to avoid years-old 
backlogs. Leonard said he and 
Grout have made it a goal to have 
a decision within 60 business days. 
If a decision is not made within 
90 business days, application fees 
are refunded. The full commission 
ensures that local government land 
use planning is compatible with 
agricultural use of the ALR; in his 
review Leonard found some OCPs 
weren’t compatible and will have to 
be revised. 

Among the changes to the 
Agricultural Land Commission 
Amendment Act (Bill 24) are the 
division of the ALR into two zones. 
Zone 1 is comprised primarily of ALR 
zoned agricultural land in the Lower 
Mainland, Fraser Valley, Okanagan 
and Vancouver Island, or about 10 
percent of the ALR, with Zone 2 
comprising the other 90 percent, 
including the Interior, Northern and 
Kootenay regions. Restrictions on 
farmland have been relaxed to allow 
for non-agricultural development 
on ALR land to help farm families 
make a better living from farmland, 
for example through farm tours and 
rentals for public events such as 
weddings in farm settings. However, 
Leonard said the ALC has had to 
intervene in cases where public 
events were becoming too frequent 
and noisy, creating neighbourhood 
disturbances. Economic, social and 
cultural values are not in Zone 1 
decision considerations although 
they do arise in complaints filed with 
the ALC. In Zone 2, the applicant 
has the opportunity to address those 
issues.

Area D Director Aimee Watson 
reported that during a recent climate 
adaptation and food sustainability 
project, a survey of agricultural land 
use was done in the West Kootenay. 
Of about 7,500 hectares of local ALR 
land, only about 500 are considered 
arable; of those, only 40 hectares 
are actually being farmed. Watson 
said the project made it clear that 
most of the local ALR land was not 
classified properly, with much of 
it taking in inaccessible areas such 
as mountaintops, steep slopes, road 
allowances or areas otherwise not 
considered practical for cultivation. 

“Looking at ALR as it is now,” 
said Watson, “it’s not extremely 
effective in facilitating farming. 
I’m wondering if there’s any move 
toward policies to improve that? And 
what policies could be enacted to 
enable small-scale farming?”

Leonard admitted that the current 
ALR boundary review in the East 
Kootenay was “not going well,” 
due to pressure from development 
interests. In one case the RDEK was 
recommending removal of land from 
the ALR that was opposed by the 
landowner. Emphasizing again that 
Regional Districts have the authority 
to set land use regulations, Leonard 
said: “If you came to me to ask for a 
boundary review, I’d say, how about 
you do a land use review first and 
make it more of a partnership with us 
as part of your OCP review.”
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Joldhamfinehomes.com
“When you want it done right”

Specializing in New Home construction and sales
Renovations, garages, carports, shops and sheds   

(All your general contracting needs)

contact:  Jesse Oldham
jesseoldham@hotmail.com (250 551 2593)

Kaslo’s Maypole dance is the longest running in Canada, since 1923.

submitted
After participating in the May 

Days Parade as a proud Abbey 
Manor Warrior, Hugh Walker was 
named Kaslo’s Citizen of the Year 
2016.

Since Hugh arrived in Kaslo 
in 1991, he has been active in 
the community. He has served 
on the Kaslo Restorative Justice 
Committee, the OCP Committee, the 
Kaslo Housing Society, the Kaslo 
Seniors Association, and the Kaslo 
Victorian Hospital board. He was 

Hugh Walker was presented with the Citizen of the Year Award at the Kaslo May Days celebration by Mayor Suzan Hewat and Chamber President John Addison.

involved in the hospital expansion 
years ago. 

He is a volunteer at Kaslo 
Community Church and the monthly 
men’s breakfast, and volunteers at 
the Kaslo Extended Health Unit’s 
weekly church service. He has been 
a member of the Masonic Lodge for 
over 50 years and is a service officer 
for the Legion. 

An advocate for veterans, 
he has made presentations on 
Remembrance Day. He discovered 
in 2009 that a Kaslo WWI veteran, 
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Hugh Walker honoured as Kaslo Citizen of the Year
William Dunn, had been buried in 
an unmarked grave, and obtained 
funds with the help of a researcher 
for an engraved granite headstone 
for the grave. 

He was a member of the HAM 
Radio Club in Nelson and has 
repaired many radios for Kaslovians 
at no charge. He visits shut-ins, has 
provided countless rides, and has 
tutored and mentored children. Hugh 
has been very generous to numerous 
organizations and individuals in the 
community.
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Logger Sports continue to be a big attraction at Kaslo May Days.

The Steampunk movement took hold in Kaslo on May Days weekend, judging by the number of creative Steampunk-themed costumes in the parade.
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Classic 
Wood Stove 
F1100, F2400, F3100, S2400 
Classic design in three sizes 
The timeless styling of the Classic Wood Stove comes 
in three sizes producing from 55,000 to 80,000 BTUs of 
toasty warmth for a single living area or an entire home. 
Up to 77% efficiency means any room can be heated 
quickly. It also means your wood stove burns cleanly 
meeting the strictest air quality standards set by DEQ 
Washington Phase II Clean Air Standard of 4.5 grams/
hour or less.

SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES
216 Lake Avenue, Silverton

Phone: 358-2293
Toll-free: 1-800-332-0588
sbs@silvertonbuilding.ca

submitted
New Denver’s Citizens of the 

Year are Tamara Claxton, David 
Everest and Judy Wapp.

Tamara Claxton has dedicated 
endless volunteer hours to the Girl 
Guides of Canada program. She has 
devoted over 15 years to Sparks, 
Brownies and Guides, and won the 
Silver Merit award for excellence in 
guiding last year. She is also on the 
local dragon boat team, and serves 
on the board of directors.

David Everest and Judy Wapp 
are involved in organizing the 
Hidden Garden Gallery Movie 
Night and the Food for Thought 

speaker series. 
David is a director on the TV 

Society, a founding member of 
Kootenay Co-op Radio, and a player 
in the New Denver Community 
theatre. He oversees booking, setup 
and use of the community AV and 
sound systems for many local events. 
He is also the vice-president of 
the Healthy Community Society, 
and is on the society’s Food Hub 
Committee, which is planning for 
a community restaurant that will 
feature local food. He helps organize 
the annual Harvest Dinner and has 
been a dedicated volunteer with the 
breakfast program at the school.

New Denver Citizens of the Year

Tamara Claxton has dedicated endless volunteer hours to the Girl Guides of Canada program.

David Everest and Judy Wapp are involved in organizing the Hidden Garden Gallery Movie Night and the Food for Thought speaker series. 

The royalty rides again in the New Denver May Days Parade. New Denver’s 2016 royalty are 
Mr. New Denver River Fantuz, and Flower Girl Jasmin Schuff.

Rain or shine, the soapbox derby is a favourite at New Denver May Days. 
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by Art Joyce 
The north Slocan Valley 

will have a voice at the 
national level on the issue 
of energy pipelines. At the 
RDCK regular board meeting 
of May 19, Leah Main 
announced that she has signed 
up for a task force established 
by the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities (FCM) to 
examine the issue and its 
impacts on communities. 

At  i ts  March board 
m e e t i n g ,  t h r e e  F C M 
committees – the Environment 
Issues and Sustainable 
Development committee, the 
Municipal Infrastructure and 
Transportation and the Rural 
Forum – recommended the 
formation of the task force to 
assess local government needs 
and priorities for major energy 
infrastructure, i.e. pipelines. 
This was quickly followed 
in May by a request for 
expressions of interest from 
FCM members interested 
in participating. The goal is 
not primarily one of research 
but of taking the pulse of 
affected communities. The 
expected result will be a 
report articulating municipal 
priorities and principles 
related to the review, approval 
and operation of federally 
regulated pipelines and 
related infrastructure. The 
report will be delivered at 
the September FCM board of 
directors meeting. 

Silverton Councillor Leah Main to serve on FCM task force
Although the north Slocan 

valley isn’t anywhere near 
an oil or gas pipeline, Main 
threw her hat into the ring. “It 
doesn’t have to run through 
my town for me to have a 
legitimate interest. Even 
though we’re not specifically 
impacted by a pipeline here, 
we are impacted by the 
process by which pipelines are 
approved and regulated. We 
are impacted by the upstream 
and downstream benefits. We 
are impacted by the existence 
or non-existence of a national 
energy policy. How does this 
impact communities? What 
is it communities want to see 
around these pipelines?” 

The task force also furthers 
Main’s interest in advocating 
for rural infrastructure. The 
new Liberal government 
under Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau has committed $120 
billion to infrastructure over 
10 years, including $60 billion 
in new funding for public 
transit, green infrastructure, 
and social infrastructure. The 
plan will start with a short-term 
phase 1 worth $11.9 billion 
that will include a $3.9 billion 
investment in public transit; 
$5 billion for investments in 
water, wastewater and green 
infrastructure projects across 
Canada; and $3.4 billion 
for social infrastructure, 
including affordable housing, 
early learning and child care, 
cultural and recreational 

infrastructure, and community 
health care facilities on 
reserves.  

Although phase 1 of the 
plan has no specific allocations 
for  rural  communit ies , 
Main says rural-specific 
infrastructure funding has 
been included for the very first 
time in the federal budget. The 
FCM has played a strong role 
in advocating for predictable, 
long-term infrastructure 
funding in rural areas as well 
as in the big cities. Some 
of the recommendations 
f r o m  F C M  i n c l u d e d 
changing the designation of 
‘small communities’ from 
a population threshold of 
100,000 to a lower figure. 
This  could impact  the 
finances available to smaller 
communities because they 
apply for funding through a 
different stream. 

While large urban centres 
in Canada deal with the 
problems of traffic congestion, 
transit and urban sprawl, 
here in the Slocan Valley 
the needs are different. Main 
says representatives of rural 
communities at FCM have 
finally got acknowledgement 
from the federal government 
that septic systems can 
be considered a form of 
wastewater treatment. For 
the first time, a federal cabinet 
minister – the Hon. Wayne 
Easter, Chair of Standing 
Committee on Finance – will 

attend the FCM’s AGM in 
Winnipeg this June, along 
with over 2,000 municipal 
representatives from across 
Canada.

Potentially we could be 
looking at more funding for 
rural wastewater treatment. 
“So much of what we deal 
with on the national stage 
is actually administered 
provincially,” says Main. “We 
still have to get the Province 
on side and aligned with what 
the federal government is 
willing to fund. People often 
confuse the two levels of 
government and you have to 
get them both onside.”

Velisek displays 
paintings at Nelson 
Library
submitted

The expressionist paintings 
of Slocan Valley artist Peter 
Velisek evoke his Eastern 
European roots and a rural 
Kootenay life. Five canvases 
are now on display at the 
Nelson Public Library.

Velisek began his life in 
southern Bohemia in what was 
then called Czechoslovakia, 
where the landscape with 
its small villages, fields and 
forests, had a deep influence. 
He began drawing and painting 
in a serious way while studying 
mechanical engineering, and 
began lessons with a sculptor, 
developing an aptitude for 
three-dimensional work.  

After immigrating to 
Canada, Velisek enrolled at 
the Kootenay School of Art 
in 1972. Upon graduating he 
continued with modelling and 
small sculpture here and in 
Kitimat before travelling to the 
comparatively large centre of 
Halifax to continue his studies. 

“Arriving in the city in the 
late afternoon, overwhelmed, 
I changed my mind, got in 
my car and drove home to the 
west,” he says. 

The rural life was a better 
fit for the artist; he settled in 
the Slocan valley and turned 
his attention to drawing and 
painting, studying with David 
Alexander and John Cooper 
and developing a distinctive 
expressionist  style.  His 
reputation began to build, 
resulting in shows in the 
Kootenay Boundary and in 
the Czech Republic, where, 
in addition to several shows, 
his work was featured in the 
Prachenske Museum.

“My inspirations are 
derived from rural life and from 
the luxury of travelling. Lately 
Scotland, and the Orkney and 
Shetland Islands have captured 
my imagination.”

Velisek lives with his wife 
and two daughters on their 
small farm in the Little Slocan 
Valley. The exhibition runs 
through May and June.
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NOTICE TO ELECTORS OF THE VILLAGE OF NAKUSP
ALTERNATIVE APPROVAL PROCESS

PURCHASE OF WATER TENDER FIRE APPARATUS
NOTICE IS GIVEN that the Council of the Village of Nakusp proposes to authorize the borrowing of Four Hundred 
Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($425,000.00) for the purchase of a Water Tender Fire Apparatus.  The borrowing 
will be done by a loan agreement under the Equipment Financing program at the Municipal Finance Authority (MFA) 
over a period of 15 years.  Assuming an interest rate of 1.44% the annual debt servicing costs for borrowing the full 
amount will be $31,520.00 with payments starting in 2017.  It is estimated that the borrowing over 15 years will result 
in a tax increase for the average residential property of approximately $25.72 per year.  

The water tender fire apparatus forms an integral part of the Nakusp and Area Volunteer Fire Department’s fire-fighting 
equipment.  It is especially necessary in areas where there are no fire hydrants or the fire flow of the water system 
is too low.  The new piece of equipment will replace a unit that is over 30 years old.

Take further notice that the Village of Nakusp may proceed with the borrowing unless at least 116 electors of the 
Village of Nakusp indicate by signing the elector response forms that the Council must obtain the assent of the 
electors by way of referendum prior to entering into the loan agreement for the debt.  The Village has estimated the 
total number of electors of the Village is 1157 and that 10% of that number is 116.

The elector response form must be in the form established by the Village and forms are available from the Village 
Office upon request.  The deadline for delivering an original signed elector response form to the Village Office is 4:00 
pm, Tuesday, July 5, 2016.  Original forms must be received by the deadline to be counted.

Qualifications for Resident and Non-Resident Property Electors
Resident Elector  You are entitled to submit an elector response form as a Resident Elector if you are a Canadian 
Citizen, 18 years or older on the date of submission of the elector response form, have resided in BC for 6 months 
and in the Village of Nakusp for at least 30 days prior to signing the elector response form.

Non-Resident Property Elector   You are entitled to submit an elector response form as a Non-Resident Property 
Elector if you are a Canadian Citizen, 18 years or older on the date of submission of the elector response form, have 
resided in BC for 6 months and held registered title to property in the Village of Nakusp for at least 30 days prior to 
signing the elector response form and do NOT qualify as a Resident Elector.  If there is more than one registered 
owner of the property only one individual may submit an elector response form.

To obtain an elector response form, or for questions about the elector approval process, please contact the Village 
Office, 91 – 1st Street NW, Box 280, Nakusp BC V0G 1R0 or by telephone at 250-265-3689 from 8:00 am to 4:00 
pm Monday to Friday.  

Given under my hand at Nakusp, BC this 17th day of May, 2016.
First official notice is Thursday, May 26, 2016 and Second official notice is Thursday, June 2, 2016.

Laurie Taylor
CAO
Village of Nakusp

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

FOUND! This young adult male short-
haired cat was recently found.  He is very 
sweet and friendly.  If he is not claimed 
within the next 10 days, we will be look-
ing for a loving forever home for him. 
Please call P.A.L.S. for more information 
on this lovely boy.  250-265-3792.

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

by Katrine Campbell
• Council gave three readings 

to two bylaws: Park Regulation 
Bylaw #660, 2016 and its companion 
Municipal Ticket Information (MTI) 

Nakusp council, May 24: Proposed park bylaw prohibits motor vehicles on Village trails
Bylaw #517-13, 2016.

The Village stresses one specific 
clause that prohibits motor vehicles 
on any trails within Village limits that 
are owned by or are under the custody, 
care, control and management of the 
Village.

The bylaw will be enforceable 
by the RCMP and the companion 
MTI bylaw will permit tickets for 
infractions. 

The MTI bylaw lays out the fines 
for infractions, ranging from $50 for 
not being “properly clothed” to $500 
for damaging park property. Driving 
in a park or on a trail carries a $200 
penalty, while creating a nuisance will 
set you back $100. 

The proposed parks bylaw is 
considerably more extensive than the 
previous bylaw, which dates from 
1980. It covers a number of new issues: 
advertising, animals, damage, hours 
of operation, interference, nuisance, 
loitering and congregating, liquor, 
bathing restrictions, sale of goods and 
services, vehicles in parks and on trails, 
and camping and fires.

• Council authorized staff to apply 
for two grants, each for $10,000. 

One, to the BC Rural Dividend 
Program, would be for the Nakusp 
Hot Springs Marketing and Tourism 
Action Development Plan “to develop 
a business case for a project to make 
the Nakusp Hot Springs a tourist 
destination and revitalize the tourism 
sector.” Council also voted to support 
this project through its duration.

The other application would be 
to the Infrastructure Planning Grant 
Program to help develop a capital 
asset management plan. According to 
CAO Laurie Taylor, the plan would 
“identify the needs, establish long-
term financing means and regularly 
schedule maintenance, rehabilitation 
and replacement for the long term 
sustainability of the local government’s 
infrastructure. The development of a 
plan has been identified as an important 
tool for all local governments and will 
likely soon become a requirement 
for applying for any government 
infrastructure grants.”

• The Nakusp Chamber of 
Commerce asked for a letter of support 
from the Village for its application to 
the Rural Dividend fund. The Chamber, 
in partnership with the Slocan District 

and Kaslo Chambers, is asking for 
$10,000 to hire a consultant to explore 
options for sustainable funding for the 
West Koot Route tourism initiative. 
The request was approved, although 
the letter will state the Village’s first 
priority is its own application.

• Council approved a request for a 

letter of support from the Arrowtarian 
Senior Citizens’ Society for funding 
applications for Phase 5 of its senior 
housing project.

• Council received for information 
the 2015 Statement of Financial 
Information, which must be forwarded 
to the Province each year by June 30.

submitted
May was Invasive Species Action 

month so the Central Kootenay 
Invasive Species Society (CKISS) 
hosted 100 students from Nakusp 
Elementary School at MacDonald 
Creek Provincial Park on May 25 
from 9 am to noon. The kids learned 
about invasive species, the impacts 
they have and what can be done to 
keep such invaders from disturbing 
the ecology. 

Invasive plant activities are part 
of the Nakusp & Area Community 
Forest (NACFOR) annual school 
tree planting day. The students got 
their hands dirty by planting trees, 
learned about forest succession and 
participated in a fire fighting demo. 

Recently, School District 10 
and NACFOR formed a partnership 
to collaborate on educational 
initiatives in the district. The vision 
of this partnership is to enhance 
and foster appreciation of the local 
and global environment, forests, 
and to engage youth about natural 

resource management careers and 
opportunities.

“ T h e  N a k u s p  r e g i o n  i s 
ecologically diverse, making the 
community a beautiful place to 
live, work and play, which is why 
it is vital for youth to learn how to 
prevent, detect and manage invasive 
species and take action together,” 
says Jennifer Vogel, CKISS executive 
director.

With summer just around the 
corner, this is the perfect time to take 
action on invasive species. Now is 
the time to learn how to get involved, 
how to prevent invasive species from 
taking hold, and how to keep them 
from damaging BC’s environment, 
economy and society. 

For more information on CKISS 
contact Laurie Frankcom, Education 
Program Coordinator, at 844-352-
1160 ext. 208 or lfrankcom@ckiss.ca. 

For  more information on 
NACFOR contact Frances Swan, 
Project Manager, at 250-265-3656 or 
f.swan@truenorthforestry.com.

Nakusp students taking action on invasive species

Assistant Governor Ed Edmondson presents the Governors Home Club banner to Incoming 
Rotary District 5080 Governor Kees Van Der Pol and Mayumi of The Nakusp Rotary Club. The 

banner gets passed from governor to governor and should be displayed at each Nakusp meeting.
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Dogs at large a 
problem with 
few answers
by Katrine Campbell

Dogs at large seem to be a big 
problem in the south Slocan Valley, but 
a meeting called by Area H Director 
Walter Popoff failed to draw much of 
a crowd.

“My impression was there was 
a considerable amount of people 
concerned about it but not that many 
showed up,” he said later. “I was hoping 
for a far better turnout – [complaints] 
indicated it was rampant, a big issue in 
the community, but…”

Popoff said he received a request for 
a meeting from a resident who belongs 
to a social media site that expressed a 
lot of concerns about dogs. The resident 
said calls to the RCMP, the RDCK and 
the SPCA resulted in people getting 
conflicting information, and asked if 
the director would host a meeting with 
those agencies.

Popoff booked the Crescent Valley 
hall for May 19 and had three reps 
from the SPCA (including regional 
manager Tracey Westmoreland from the 
Okanagan), RCMP Inspector Tom Roy, 
and the RDCK’s Sangita Sudan, General 
Manager of Development Services.

About 20 people showed up, 
coming from Krestova, Crescent Valley, 
Shoreacres, South Slocan and Winlaw. 
Six of them were from Krestova, which 
seems to have a major problems with 
dogs running loose and in packs.

“What really stood out for me was 
we don’t have a bylaw, so how do we 
address dog issues in Area H?” said 
Popoff. “What I gather is education is 
needed. Education would be one of the 
tools I’ll look at. The SPCA does provide 
education so I would ask if they would 
come into the schools and teach about 
responsible dog ownership.”

There is no bylaw in Area H because 
the idea was soundly rejected in a 
referendum by a 67% margin. Popoff 
was asked at the meeting if he would 
try again.

“If I have requests from constituents, 
but a referendum costs about $8,000 and 
I need to be sure it would pass or the 
RDCK wouldn’t approve holding it.”

Inspector Roy said the RCMP will 
respond to a ‘dangerous dog’ call but “we 
don’t have the resources to come out for 
dogs running at large.” A dangerous dog 
is one which attacks or harasses people, 
other pets or livestock. If serious injury 
or damage results, the owner can be 
charged with criminal negligence.

Someone asked what his rights were 
to protect his family or his livestock. 
Roy told him he had the right to shoot a 
dog harassing stock but was concerned 
about firearm safety. “You are entitled to 
destroy the dog but if you are discharging 
a firearm make sure not to put it through 
the neighbour’s window.”

The SPCA will pick up abandoned 
or neglected dogs but, without a bylaw, 
have no authority to pick up dogs 
running loose. Residents can (if they 
can catch them) take such dogs to the 
shelter; the SPCA can hold them for a 
week while staff try to locate the owners. 
If the owners turn up, the SPCA can’t 
fine them but can charge for room and 
board. If no owners are found, the dogs 
will be spayed or neutered, retrained, and 
adopted out.
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Business Plan workshop open to anyone! And 
if you’re eligible, you may also qualify for the 
Self-Employment Program, where you will 
receive ongoing business training and coaching 
and usually financial support while you start 
your business. To learn more call 265-3674 ext. 
201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
PROFESSIONAL CUSTOM PICTURE 
FRAMING equipment and inventory 
for sale. Everything needed to open up 
a business. Was $10,000.00 reduced 
$5,000.00. Located in Silverton, BC. 
For pictures and inventory, email lee@
silvertonbuilding.ca 

WORDS CANNOT FULLY EXPRESS 
how much I appreciate my family and 
friends’ thoughtfulness in the celebration of 
my 90th birthday. Thank you so very much.

-Angelina DeBoni

SAILING LESSONS/TOURS at Slocan 
Village Beach - Every Sunday & Monday 
mid June-Sept. $60 Per - Teens and Adults. 
Kootenay Catamaran, info - skroby1@yahoo.
com. Cdn Yachting Certification available.
W E  G R A H A M  C O M M U N I T Y 
SERVICE Society Annual General 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

CARD OF THANKS

COMING EVENTS

FOR RENT

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

CLASSIFIED ADS

Ballroom Dance in the Kootenays
by Fran Wallis, Bronze Assoc. DIVDA
Group & Private 
classes for teens & adults
Wedding Preparation Packages
    «Plan for your special day» 
franwallis@redmtn.ca or 250-358-2448

FOR SALE

LARRY’S REPAIR
513 PARK AVE., SLOCAN
(formerly SLOCAN AUTO)

250-355-2632

CLEANING

We do automotive from A - Z
It’s spring, time to service your lawn 

mower - Ken Hart can help
8845 Hwy 31 • Shutty Bench • 250-353-2800

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

Temporarily CLOSED
For Relocation

– May 1 through June –
Watch the Valley Voice for Re-opening and New Location details!

Thank you and sorry for any inconvenience

HAIR

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.

THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about 
starting your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures to learn about the free 

Meeting. Saturday, June 4 from 2-4 pm. To 
be held at WE Graham Community School 
Library, 915 Harold St, Slocan.
ALT Fest! Saturday, June 18, Noon - 1am, 
Vallican Whole Community Centre. Music, 
workshops, spoken word, visual artists, 
and so much more! Art, community and 
politics, with a soundtrack as varied as the 
folks who will be there. $25 advance tickets 
at Rosie’s in Winlaw, $30 - $60 at the door. 
3762 Little Slocan River Road S. Facebook.
com/altfest2016 for more info. Volunteer at 
volunteeraltfest@gmail.com.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES 
Society AGM Friday June 17th 7pm at Knox 
Hall. Everyone welcome. Info – 250-358-2253.
NEW DENVER COMMUNITY 
MARKET Society AGM – June 15 at 7 
pm, 604 Bellevue, New Denver (Burgin’s 
house). All welcome.
THE FRIDAY MARKET happens every 
Friday in downtown New Denver 10 am to 2 
pm. For an eclectic selection of locally grown 
produce, artisanal food products and artisans’ 
wares. Contact: ndfridaymarket@gmail.com
STUDENT RECITAL - the students of 
Kevin Heshedahl are pleased to present 
a recital on Sunday, June 5 at 2 pm at the 

Memorial Hall, Silverton. Come out and 
support our talented young musicians!
EASTSHORE AMBULANCE Annual 
Garage/Estate/Bake Sale Fundraiser - 
1506/10 Russell Ave., Riondel. Friday, June 
3, 1-7pm; Saturday, June 4, 9-4 pm includes 
bake sale, BBQ hot dogs, Tarot Readings, 
live music, etc.; Sunday, June 5, 10 am-3 
pm if there’s anything left!
SLOCAN VALLEY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY AGM and public presentation 
June 9. The SVHS is having its Annual 
General Meeting at 7 pm on Thursday, June 
9 at the WEG School Library. As 2016 marks 
the 70th anniversary of the dismantling of the 
local Japanese-Canadian internment camps, 
the society will do a presentation on this 
episode at the AGM. Info - 250-355-2397.
PIG ROAST & DANCE Saturday, June 
25 at the Slocan Legion Hall, 502 Harold 
St. Live Music. Dinner 6-8 pm, Dance 7 
pm-1 am. Tickets $20, under 12 $10, Legion 
Members $15 at Mountain Valley Station in 
Slocan. To reserve, phone 250-355-2672. 
The Legion welcomes members & guests.
MULTI FAMILY YARD SALE – On 
Rock Island Road, Arrow Park. Sat., June 
4, 9-noon. Boats, bikes, golf clubs, planers.

FOR RENT IN SILVERTON - Spacious 
two bedroom suite with lake view, on main 
floor of duplex, 616 Hunter St. Quiet area, 
close to Cooper Beach. Covered porch, 
excellent wood stove, all facilities. $650 
per month - water & garbage included. 
N/S, N/P. Available July 1, 2016. Call Ernst 
Gerwig 403-762-5150 or 250-358-2283.
TWO-BEDROOM, 1100 SF GUEST 
CABIN with panoramic views of Slocan 
Lake and the Valhallas, for $120 per 
night. At 800m elevation, this solar home 
catches prevailing breezes to remain cool, 
and features walking trails on 26 acres, 
abutting crown land. Timbered interior, 
antique doors, concrete counters, porches 
front and back. Sleeps 3-5. Five-minute 
drive to Silverton and Slocan Lake, and ten 
to New Denver and all services. Call Marnie 
(250-469-3030) or Alan (250-505-2476). 
Available from June 1.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals. 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
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HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

100% CANADIAN PREF. ALUM-OXIDE. ROAK-
MAPLE BISTRO/TAVERN 3 1/4” X 3/4” - $4.39/SF 
– MILL RUN $85 Sel BETTER. NORTH PLANK. 

RL. UP TO 7’ $5.49/SF PLT. – ENG IMPORT 
FROM $3.99/SF PLT. CORK 50+ CHOICES 

FROM $2.59 SF PLT. GLUE DOWN – BAMBOO, 
SLATE FROM $3.99/SF PLT – MOST IN STOCK 

AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC

250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION
            TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

Highland Creek 
Contracting

• Excavating • Dump truck • 
Premium garden soil • Lawn 

installation • Landscaping 
Call for an estimate 

Pete Schwartz
250-358-2199

cell: 250-505-4347
highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com

Yarns, Fabrics, Fibres
Open Wed-Sat 10:30 - 4:30 • 250-551-6509

sewmuchmoreyarn.com
Storefront, 304 6th Ave. • New Denver

LARRY the LAWN GUY
• Lawn care • Spring clean-up • Pruning 

• Odd jobs • Yard waste removal 
Call Larry “the lawn guy”

250-265-7281 • 250-358-7772
Serving Silverton to Nakusp & all points in between.

CLASSIFIED ADS

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-269-7280

BONDED Journeyman carpenter • Licenced (Canadian) 
Sub-contractor • Licenced (US) Contractor. 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

PETS

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silveridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

LOST

NOTICES

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

EPONA ENTERPRISES INC.
Meeting all your electrical 

needs with friendly 
professional service. 

Call Ed Kostuch at 250-265-8091

Merrifield 
Accounting+
Personal & Small 
Business TAXES
Daily Bookkeeping

(250) 505 9748
pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

GARDENING

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

HEALTH

HELP WANTED

SEWING

ACCOUNTING

THE BROKEN POT 
GARDEN CENTRE

Trees, shrubs, annuals, 
perennials, and edibles

10 km south of Kaslo • 4899 Hwy 31
Tues-Sat 9-5 • 250-353-7456

Nakusp Redi-Mix
serving the Kootenays since 1973

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo
DAVE WEATHERHEAD

250-265-4311 (ph) 
nakuspredimix@gmail.com

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

2009 iMac COMPUTER with 21.5 inch 
screen, 3.06GHz Intel Core 2 Duo processor 
with 3MB shared L2 cache, 500 GB hard 
drive, DVD/CD reader slot, Firewire 800 
port, USB 2.0 ports. Excellent for graphics 
work; recently serviced and installed current 
El Capitan OS. $450. Call 250-358-2666.

A TENT WAS LEFT BEHIND at a 
campsite at Little Slocan Lake on May 14. 
To claim please call 1-250-999-7289.

THE BROKEN POT – Weird veggies, 
unique planters, annuals, perennials, trees 
and shrubs. We always have great gifts and 
advice. Mon. to Sat., 9-4:30. 4899 Hwy 31 
south of Kaslo.

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD 
JOURNEY: Monday 9-10:30 am; Thursday 
4-5:30 pm. Honour your body by reducing 
stress, building strength, flexibility and 
balance. Upper story of the fire hall in 
Silverton. Only 5 minutes from New 
Denver. Open to all levels. Come and 
share mindfulness and the exultation of 
inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with 
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai 
massage for $50. Experience an ancient 
physiotherapy method for body/mind 
wellness. Available by appointment in the 
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel 
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/

SUMMER STUDENT position available 
at the Visitor Centre in New Denver for 
2016 season. Must be currently attending 
school and returning to school in the 
fall. Ideal candidate is friendly, outgoing, 
helpful and knowledgeable about the 
area’s amenities and attractions. The Visitor 
Centre is open from the May long weekend 
to Labour Day, 7 days a week in July and 
August and fewer hours in May and June. 
The student is expected to work 35-40 hours 
per week July and August. To apply send a 
resume and cover letter by June 20 to the 
Slocan District Chamber of Commerce, 
Box 448, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 or 
email chamber@slocanlake.com.
S U M M E R  E M P L O Y M E N T 
OPPORTUNITY – Apply to Sanderellas Café 
in New Denver by email: froy38@hotmail.
com for employment in July and August. 
SANDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
requires a student employee for the Sandon 
Museum. Eight weeks at 30 hours per week. 
$12.00 per hour wages plus holiday pay. 
Duties would be to assist regular employees 
in greeting visitors, some cleaning and 
keeping records as required. Resumes can 
be posted to Box 52, New Denver, BC V0G 
1S0 by June 17.
THE NEW DENVER MUSEUM is 
seeking a student for July and August to 
host visitors at our historic building. The 
successful applicant must have been a 
registered full-time student in the preceding 

year and intend to return to full-time studies 
in the fall. The age range is from 16 to 30. 
30 hours per week for eight weeks at $12 
per hour plus holiday pay. Hours to be 
negotiated. Applications must be received by 
June 20. Silvery Slocan Historical Society, 
Box 301, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0.
RESTAURANT MANAGER WANTED 
for The Village Hearth Restaurant, opening 
this fall in New Denver. The Village Hearth 
is a project of the Healthy Community 
Society of the North Slocan Valley, which 
is working on food security in the New 
Denver area. The Village Hearth will be a 
casual upscale dinner restaurant that serves 
fairly-priced, healthy and locally-sourced 
salads, soups, breads, entrees and desserts. 
The meals will be cooked from scratch and 
served by friendly staff in a welcoming 
environment. The restaurant will be open 
year-round, and will house a cold storage 
facility for local ingredients, while offering 
educational, cultural and community-
building events in the low seasons. Wage: 
$22/hour. Position to start July 5: initial 
hours variable up to 20 per week. Once 
the restaurant opens, hours will be 20 per 
week. To request the job description, email 
hcsfoodhub@gmail.com. Please send 
resume with cover letter to hcsfoodhub@
gmail.com by June 17.

SONY RX100 CAMERA in small black 
case between Lemon Creek Rest Area and 
Slocan. Sentimental value. If found, please 
call 1-250-231-2778.

FOR INFORMATION ON AA, NA, 
OA, ACOA OR ALANON MEETINGS 
contact in New Denver: 358-7904 or 358-
7158; Nakusp 265-4216; Kaslo 353-2658; 
Slocan 355-2805; South Slocan 226-7705; 
Playmor Junction 359-7310.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-
352-6008 preventeldRabuse@sbdemail.
com / www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE – 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from 
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area 
and river swims. Call now to book your 
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
DOES YOUR DOG OR PUPPY frustrate 
you? Would you like to have the dog of your 
dreams? Would you like to confidently go 
anywhere with your dog? We can help. Go 
to www.proudofmydog.ca to find out how.

FOR SALE

FOUND

It pays to advertise 
in the Valley Voice
Call 250-358-7218
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Open Monday - Saturday
10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Closed Sunday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: howard@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

SERVICES

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

YARD SALE
Business Classifieds 

start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

HEALTH FOOD

ORGANIC PRODUCE • NATURAL 
MEDICINES • VITAMINS  • SUPPLEMENTS  

AND MORE

Rutabagas
Whole Foods Market

New Denver, BC  
316 Main Street
250-358-7900

FLOWERS
Fresh Floral Arrangements  

                   by Darlene
Green Acres Ventures

Weddings & Everyday Flowers
Delivery available 250-265-1379

email: greenacres@live.ca • www.greenacresnakusp.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

Bill Lander 
Realtor®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

CLASSIFIED ADS

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.BC.CA

3 ONLY LOFTS FOR SALE in lovely 
New Denver: new high-quality build, 
spectacular views across to New Denver 
glacier and Valhalla Park, heated-slab 
with wireless thermostat, high efficiency 
fiberglass windows, propane fireplace-
ready, dedicated parking, 4 blocks to Slocan 
Lake. Lock and walk, hassle free. See 
Coldwell Banker listing.

SLOCAN LAKE SWIMMING 
LESSONS: Mon-Fri, July 25-29 and 
Tues-Fri, Aug 2-5. Pre-school to Level 4, 
$60; Level 5-7, $75. Slocan Lake Public 
Beach. Financial assistance available.

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS 
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows, 
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the 
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We also 
have lots of wood and metal doors in stock. 
Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY  – Journeyman 
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus, 
Bell, Xplornet etc; antennas, boosters, home 
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James, 
250-226-7236, tjfworks.ca
LANDLORDS: FORGET THE HASSLE. 
Peace of Mind Rental Management will 
screen applicants, collect the rent, inspect at 
regular intervals, answer tenants’ emergency 
calls, and arrange for repairs. 15 years of 
experience as landlords of three properties. 
Put our knowledge to work for you! 358 area 
only. 250-358-2119 or kaytrin@netidea.com.

SPRING SALE- Full Service Chimney 
Sweep - Call, text or email now to 
book before July 15 and get last year’s 
rate. WETT certified. 250-354-3489 or 
redpointchimney@gmail.com.
SUE MISTRETTA, M.A. offers online 
counseling and counseling sessions in 
Silverton and Winlaw offices. Contact 
www.handandsoul.ca or 358-2177.

RUSTY VOLKSWAGON bus/van with 
split front windshield. Any information 
please call 403-527-4648.
TEACHING AND PRACTISE SPACE 
- Looking to rent a space in New Denver 
for piano lessons and rehearsal. About 15 
hours/week (TUE/WED/THU), much less/
nothing in JUN/JUL/AUG. Respectful, 
responsible and very tidy. Maybe a guest 
cabin, rental property? May consider 
sharing – ideas? Must be ground level-ish 
access for piano moving. Thanks. Kevin 
Heshedahl 250-551-6060

MULTI FAMILY YARD SALE – On 
Rock Island Road, Arrow Park. Sat., June 
4, 9-noon. Boats, bikes, golf clubs, planers.

   Barb Douglas won a $109 gift certificate from Kaslo Community Pharmacy in the Best 
Dressed Scooter category at the Kaslo May Days Parade.
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by Art Joyce
It was more like a family reunion 

than a book launch. About 100 people 
showed up at the Silverton Memorial 
Hall the evening of May 25 for the 
launch of The Talking Spade: Garden 
Lore from North Slocan Elders, 
written by Anne Champagne. The 
book, artfully designed by Theresa 
Tremaine, is illustrated by the lush 
photography of Chillia Zoll. The 
project was conceived by the Healthy 
Community Society of the North 
Slocan Valley and had the participation 
of students from Katrina Sumrall’s 
grade 4-6 class at Lucerne School.

The Talking Spade profiles 18 
farms and gardens ranging from 
south of Enterprise Creek to Hills, 
featuring gardening tips as well as 
treasured family recipes. A touching 
moment came when kids passed 
out complimentary copies to the 
elders profiled in the book. Music 
was provided by students Sakura 
Azzopardi on violin, and Amelie 
Tremaine and Cassandra Qiu on piano. 

Paula Shandro coordinated both 
the project and the event with her usual 
grace and competence. Excerpts from 
the book were read to an enthusiastic 
audience and praise for Champagne’s 
evocative prose was effusive. Many 
commented that she captured the 
various personalities with a deft and 
poetic hand. “I’ve never had a book 
where I knew everyone in it,” said 
Jane Murphy, one of the gardeners 
profiled in the book. “Kevin and I 
don’t really consider ourselves master 
gardeners so it’s an honour to be 

Talking Spade book launch attracts full house
included.” 

The project was originally 
conceived by Paula Shandro and Julia 
Greenlaw of the Healthy Community 
Society as a means of getting children 
aged 9-12 out to farms and gardens 
to interview community elders about 
growing food. The idea soon expanded 
to include a book based on the project 
and Champagne was hired to do the 
writing, incorporating some of the 
kids’ questions of master gardeners. 

Children have a unique way of 
seeing the world, so unexpected, 
quirky questions like “What’s your 
favourite seed?” were included in the 
text. Champagne said joining the kids 
on the garden tours was the most fun 
part of the project. 

“This project was win-win,” says 
Champagne. “The kids learned from 
the masters and the elders were so 
happy to share their experience. The 
book honours our elders and hopefully 
inspires our kids to get closer to 
nature.”

“We originally called it Connecting 
Generations when we got the funding 
from the federal New Horizons for 
Seniors Program,” says Greenlaw. “It 
taught the kids a lot about respecting 
someone else’s garden and taking an 
interest in what they’re doing. For 
the elders, we launched the breakfast 
program at the school, which links the 
kids with the elders too.” 

Greenlaw says it was difficult to 
narrow the gardens down to ‘only’ 18, 
there are so many veteran gardeners 
in the upper valley. The gardeners in 
The Talking Spade range in experience 

but typically have been raising food in 
the north Slocan Valley for decades. 
Amy Mori has been gardening on 
the same patch in New Denver for 
60 years. Certified organic farmer 
Colleen Bowman of Hills has been 
cultivating food for 45 years, as have 
John and Bay Herrmann. Some, such 
as Tsuneko ‘Koko’ Kokubo and Mark 
and Hoot Owl Perry, have turned 
mountain clearcuts or ‘stump ranches’ 
into lush, inviting landscapes that keep 

them in fresh veggies and soul food. 
Champagne writes of Rosalie Bird, 
who considers her showpiece gardens 
“painting with plants.” Others, like 
Burgin Jacobs and Gretchen Perk, find 
it’s a kind of conversation with nature, 
learning what plants like or don’t like. 
For many, it’s a kind of meditation on 
the path to wisdom and inner peace. 
Champagne calls veteran gardener Jim 
‘Moonbow’ Rutkowsky “Obi-Wan 
Moonbow.” 

The first edition of 150 copies 
nearly sold out at the launch and the 
book will be reprinted. Copies can be 
purchased at Raven’s Nest in New 
Denver and Spiritwood in Nakusp. 

The Talking Spade was funded 
by the Columbia Kootenay Cultural 
Alliance (CKCA), the Government of 
Canada’s New Horizons for Seniors 
Program, Slocan Valley Community 
Legacy Society, and Turner Zion 
United Church.

The Silverton Memorial Hall was filled with the spirit of community on May 25 as people gathered for the launch of the book The Talking Spade: 
Garden Lore from North Slocan Elders by Anne Champagne. Here Mark and ‘Hoot Owl’ Perry – profiled in the book – receive their copy. 
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by Jan McMurray
The cover story of the April 2016 

edition of the Canadian Geographic 
Magazine has a local connection. 
‘Grizzly Haven: Celebrating BC’s 
renowned bear sanctuary’ by Nick 
Walker is the story behind Canada’s 
only grizzly bear sanctuary, located 
in the Khutzeymateen Valley on 
the northern coast near Prince 
Rupert. The effort to have the area 
designated as a Class A provincial 
park grizzly sanctuary was 
spearheaded by Wayne McCrory 
and Erica Mallam of the Valhalla 
Wilderness Society.

Canadian Geographic features work of local biologists to create grizzly sanctuary
M c C r o r y  a n d  M a l l a m ’s 

Khutzeymateen adventures began 
when McCrory received a package 
of information from an anonymous 
sender in 1985 – the valley was 
slated for logging and needed to be 
saved. The sender turned out to be 
a provincial government staffer who 
knew of McCrory’s reputation as a 
bear biologist and of VWS’s success 
creating Valhalla Park.

F r o m  1 9 8 5  u n t i l  t h e 
Khutzymateen Park deal was signed 
in 1994, McCrory and Mallam went 
to the valley every spring and fall to 
do bear surveys. 

“This absolutely was the 
highlight of my career as a bear 
biologist,” says Mallam. “I feel so 
privileged to have been involved.” 

Mallam described the remote 
Khutzeymateen as “heaven on 
earth,” with huge old-growth trees 
and an abundance of bears and other 
wildlife. “It was so remote – the 
bears were not used to people at all, 
but they were so tolerant. We had 
not one aggressive bear encounter. 
It was very humbling to be among 
them.”

To garner public support for 
the park proposal, McCrory says 

they brought in hundreds of people 
over the years. They would charter 
one of two sightseeing sailboats 
and take them on a tour. They 
brought in David Suzuki and The 
Nature of Things, the NBC Today 
Show, teachers, conservationists, 
First Nations people, and corporate 
groups. Slocan Valley resident Herb 
Hammond came and did some 
timber surveys.

“This was a pivotal part of our 
campaign,” he said. “We built up a 
huge support base that still exists 
today.”

The Valhal la  Wilderness 

Society team has been directly 
involved in creating Valhalla, Goat 
Range, Khutzeymateen, Spirit Bear 
Conservancy Complex, Dasiqox-
Taseko Tribal, Green Inlet River 
Tribal and South Moresby Parks. 
The group has contributed to 
the formation of Gwai Hanass 
National Park Reserve, Claquot 
Sound protection areas, Kitlope 
Conservancy and the southeast 
addition to Kokanee Glacier Park. 
Currently, the society has three 
park proposals: Selkirk Mountain 
Caribou, Quesnel Lake, and 
Gribbell Island.

Erica Mallam observing ‘Green,’ a young grizzly she got to know in the Khutzeymateen Valley. 
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GALLERY

May 13 - June 4: Denyse MARSHALL
June 7 - 25: Roni JURGENSEN
June 28 - July 16: Kate MARLOWE
July 19 - August 6: Holly WOODS
August 10 - 27: Summer Group Show
August 30 - September 17: Patrizia MENTON
September 20 - October 8: David NIXON

STUDIO CONNEXION GALLERY proudly presents its 8th exhibition 
   season.

Gallery Hours: Tuesday to Saturday from 11 am to 4 pm or by appointment 250.265.3586
203 Fifth Avenue, Nakusp

Summer is around 
the corner!    

Colour Bomb 
Yourself!

318 Broadway St.  Nakusp, BC  250-265-3288
Guest 
House

by Jan McMurray
Fuel treatment projects at Brent 

Kennedy, Crescent Valley (Chatfield 
Road), Pass Creek (Goose Creek 
Road), Robson Regional Park and 
at Morning Mountain Ski Hill and 
Blewett Fire Hall were wrapped up 
in April.

West Arm Silviculture and 
Debri Resources were hired to do 
the work, and Tyson Ehlers was 
managing the projects on the ground 
for the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay. About 20 people were 
employed for four months.

More fuel treatment projects completed in RDCK
The prescriptions for these 

projects were done in 2011. In 
2015, the RDCK received funding 
for the operational treatment from 
the provincial Strategic Wildfire 
Prevention Initiative (SWPI).

Ehlers says these projects 
have a significant influence on fire 
behaviour. An area treated in Balfour 
in 2013-14 was credited for the quick 
extinguishing of a fire that started up 
there last summer.

“We like to leave the forests 
looking better than we found them,” 
said Ehlers. “These projects enhance 

recreation and forest health.”
H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e 

prescriptions call for a conservative 
approach to cutting. Enough canopy 
is maintained to leave moisture on 
the forest floor. Other than danger 
trees and pine beetle killed trees, 
large trees are left, as they are the 
most fire resistant. 

The debris created by thinning 
and slashing the ladder fuels gets 
fed into small fires that are dispersed 
throughout the stand. Stringent 
burning guidelines are followed.

Several projects on Crown land 
have been completed in the RDCK 
over the past few years, thanks to the 
provincial SWPI funding program. 
Although there is still a lot of work to 

do on Crown land, Ehlers says there 
is a large amount of private land that 
needs to be treated. The provincial 

FireSmart program is helpful to 
homeowners, but does not include 
much funding.

The debris created by thinning and slashing the ladder fuels gets fed into small fires that are 
dispersed throughout the stand.

Roni Jurgensen showing at Studio Connexion
submitted

‘In Play’ is the second exhibition 
of the season at Studio Connexion 
Gallery in Nakusp. Roni Jurgensen’s 
solo show runs from June 7-25 and a 
preview is scheduled for Friday June 
10 from 5 – 8 pm.

This is Jurgensen’s second show 
in less than a year. Her first was held 
at the Hidden Garden Gallery in New 
Denver last summer; after seeing it, 
Anne Béliveau invited the artist to 
have a series of new paintings featured 
at her gallery Studio Connexion.

Since childhood, Jurgensen 
says, she has had a passion for art 
and design and knew early on she 
would pursue a creative career. After 
graduating from the Alberta College 
of Art & Design, she worked as 
a freelance graphic designer and 
illustrator for more than 30 years. 
Recently relocated to New Denver 
with her husband, she continues to 
experiment with acrylic, watercolour 

and oil painting to develop her own 
style and, most importantly, to play.

She always has been fascinated 
with play and how it impacts our lives 
psychologically and physically. 

“There have been studies done 
that prove play is beneficial even as 
we age past childhood,” she says. 
“Play helps increase creativity, relieve 
stress and improve brain function.”

For Jurgensen, to play is to be 
in the zone, be out of time and to 
lose one’s self in the moment of that 

experience. She attempts to play 
with each painting and the result is 
beautiful. Some paintings are more 
whimsical and colourful while others 
express nature at play with more 
muted colours.

Studio Connexion Gallery, 203 
Fifth Avenue NW Nakusp; open 
Tuesday–Saturday from 11 am to 4 
pm. For private appointment, call 
250-265-8888 or leave a message at 
250-265-3586. Follow the gallery: 
www.facebook.com/studioconnexion.

Roni Jurgensen’s solo show runs from June 7-25 at Studio Connexion Gallery in Nakusp.

submitted
Did you know that the three largest 

settlements in the lower Slocan Valley 
– Lemon Creek, Popoff and Bay Farm 
–  simply disappeared in 1946? Come 
and hear how and why this happened at 
the Slocan Valley Historical Society’s 
AGM and public presentation, June 9 at 
7 pm in the WE Graham School library. 

As 2016 marks the 70th anniversary 
of the dismantling of the valley’s 
Japanese-Canadian internment camps, 
the society will make a presentation on 
this episode at the AGM. 

The society seeks to preserve and 

promote awareness of local history in 
the south valley from Slocan to South 
Slocan. It manages the Slocan Valley 
Archives and currently has a Slocan 
History Walk project on the go. Annually, 
members put on a public history night 
with a local expert addressing some 
aspect of the valley’s rich history. 

Three of the five directors plan to 
retire this year and the society needs 
to find replacements. Please consider 
supporting this organization by attending, 
joining and maybe even volunteering to 
be a director. For information, call 250-
355-2397.

Slocan Valley Historical Society AGM

By Jan McMurray
Discovery Ventures Inc. has 

announced that it intends to proceed 
with a name change to ‘MX Gold Corp.’ 

Discovery Ventures owns the Willa 
gold and copper mine 12 kilometres 
south of Silverton, and the Max 
molybdenum mine and mill complex 
in Trout Lake. The company’s plan is to 
truck minerals from the Willa to the mill 
in Trout Lake. Currently, the company is 

working through the permitting process 
with the ministry. “MX Gold Corp. is a 
name that better reflects our company’s 
business plan,” says CEO Dan Omeniuk. 
“This name will be our brand and symbol 
as we advance development of our 
flagship WillaMAX project.”

Akash Patel, company president, 
said there would be public meetings in 
Trout Lake and in Silverton when they 
get closer to starting up operations.

Discovery Ventures proposes name change


