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by Jan McMurray
Nakusp Secondary students 

placed first and third in the 
senior division (grades 11-12) 
in the Junior Dragons’ Den 
championships on May 7 in Trail. 

T h e  s c h o o l ’s  o u t d o o r 
education and entrepreneurship 
academy program is the incubator 
for these winning businesses. The 
students who developed the E-Z 
Lite Tinder Block this year came 
in first place and won $1,500. The 
third place prize of $500 went to 
the Rollyblade fishing flashers 
team.

Students Sam Zerrath and Bill 
Gao presented the E-Z Lite Tinder 
Block to the judges and answered 
their questions. Zerrath explained 
that the students manufacture the 
fire starter block at school. This 
waterproof and very durable 
fire starter block has sold well 
at the three shows where the 
students exhibited this year – the 
Vancouver International Boat 
Show, the Kamloops Gun Show, 
and the Vernon Boat Show. With 
an investment of $7,000 to start 
the business, Zerrath reported that 
the students have already made 
$8,000 in sales. 

The students plan to put the 
first place $1,500 prize money 
towards the purchase of a wax 
melting pot, to improve the 
manufacturing process of the 
block. Other students involved in 
developing the E-Z Lite Tinder 

Nakusp students get results at Junior Dragons’ Den Championships
Block are Cailan McQuair and 
Brianna McCoy.

The Rollyblade fishing flasher 
was presented to the judges 
by Rennee Goodman, Abby 
Boswell, Cameron Olsen, and 
Bryce Friedenberger. Goodman 
explained that the NSS outdoor 
education and entrepreneurship 
class had partnered with the 
p roduc t  i nven to r,  Ro land 
Presseau. The students have been 
manufacturing and marketing the 
flasher for three years.

The third place $500 prize 
money for the Rollyblade flasher 
will go toward a vinyl cutter, 
enabling the students to increase 
production.

Coming in second place in the 
senior division was Vanessa Ford 
of Stanley Humphries Secondary 
in Castlegar, with her Simply 
Fresh bath and body products.

The Junior Dragons’ Den 
Championship is the crowning 
achievement for the winners of 
the three regional qualifying 
competitions throughout the 
East and West Kootenay. In 
the regionals held April 21, the 
NSS students came in first place 
with the E-Z Lite Tinder Blocks 
and second place with their 
Rollyblades.

J u n i o r  D r a g o n s ’ D e n 
is  a  youth based business 
competition designed to develop 
entrepreneurial skills in secondary 
and post secondary students from 

throughout the Columbia Basin. 
The competition is the brainchild 
of Don Freschi, general manager 
of Community Futures of Greater 

Trail.
“The championship show 

was fantastic,” said Freschi. “The 
students were very composed and 

practiced, and really managed the 
pressure of being on stage, in front 
of a live audience, exceptionally 
well.”

Nakusp Secondary students Bill Gao and Sam Zerrath accept the $1,500 first place prize at the Junior Dragons’ Den Championships held in Trail on May 7.
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You are invited to the 5th annual
READY, SET, LEARN SPRING ACTIVITY DAY AND
 KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION OPEN HOUSE

Please join us at W.E. Graham Community School on
Friday, June 10th, 2016 from 10:00 am to 12:30 pm

SPRING THEATRE WITH JESSICA 
BRAMFORD

PAINTING CRAFT, GARDEN TOUR AND 
SEED PLANTING

Hosted by W.E. Graham Community School and Slocan Homelinks
Sponsored by Ready, Set, Learn

Parents and preschoolers (ages 3 – 5) are invited to take a tour of the school, 
enjoy performances and share a healthy lunch (provided).

Please contact Halii Raines or Kathryn Rexin for more details @250-355-2212Congratulations Rod & Jeannie 
on your recent wedding! 

From the staff and families of Wilf Hewat Repairs 

& Nakusp Tirecraft.

by Jan McMurray
The far-reaching impact of the Fort 

McMurray fire hasn’t missed our West 
Kootenay communities. Many local 
people have friends and family who were 
living there.

Two young people with roots in our 
area told the Valley Voice about their 
experience evacuating the city.

Tavish McCuaig from Kaslo says 
he’s one of the lucky ones. He and his 
wife, Denise, were both at home on May 

3, the day they were evacuated.
“It was looking pretty bad outside 

at about 2 pm, so we looked at the news 
and saw that the south side of the city 
had already been evacuated. We are on 
the north side, across the river, and were 
on high evacuation alert, so we started 
loading up our camper trailer. At 3:30, 
we evacuated,” he said.

The couple started heading to their 
friend’s house on the other side of the 
city, which had not yet been evacuated. 

“The whole city was on gridlock, 
bumper to bumper traffic,” Tavish said. 
“It’s normally a five-minute drive, but 
it took us an hour and a half just to get 
halfway – and then we got turned around 
because of the fire. That part of town was 
being evacuated, too.”

Luckily, they were able to head 
south to Edmonton, although the usual 
five-hour drive took them 12 hours 
because of all the traffic. They stayed 
in Edmonton for just a few days and 
then came to Kaslo, where Tavish’s 
parents live.

“Everyone in Edmonton wants to 
help. It was a humbling experience. We 
were treated excellently the few days we 
were there.”

The couple has registered online 
with Red Cross, and has received some 
funding from Red Cross and some from 
the Alberta government.

Kaslo will be home base for the 
couple for the foreseeable future, but 
Tavish feels fortunate to be returning to 
work very soon. He works for Suncorp, 
at a site about 30 minutes north of the 
city. He will live in camp until the city 
is re-opened to the public, and will fly 
out to Calgary on his days off and then 
make his way to Kaslo to see Denise 
and his family.

Tavish says he’s very grateful for 
the situation he is in. He is “99.9% sure” 
his house is safe, and his company has 
treated him well. “I’m definitely one of 
the lucky ones. The people to feel bad 
for are those who don’t have tenants’ 
insurance and people graduating from 
school this year – the provincial exams 
are held at this time of year.”

“The community is strong and will 
rebuild stronger than ever,” he said. “The 
support we’ve got is unreal. Everyone is 
coming together at this time.”

Amy Schapowski, who lived in New 
Denver for her high school years, hasn’t 
been quite as lucky as Tavish. She was 
at home in Fort McMurray on May 3, 
watching the smoke getting thicker and 
thicker and the flames getting nearer. “It 
was 40 degrees in the house and I was 
trying to pack and figure out what to do,” 
she says. Her husband, Brandon, was at 
work 45 minutes north of the city. 

When she turned the radio on, the 
emergency broadcast inspired her to get 
serious about packing. Then the radio 
went silent. A friend came over to help 
her load up the truck, and she headed 
north to pick up Brandon from work. “I 
was in gridlock for three hours before 
I got out of city limits. About 17,000 
people went north at the same time. 
So many had run out of fuel and had 
abandoned their vehicles – they were 
just pushed to the sides. I had to pick my 
husband up at the side of the highway.”

Brandon’s company had reserved 
camp rooms for employees, so Amy and 
Brandon stayed in a camp room for the 
night. The next day, they were able to get 
gas from the company’s cardlock. “We 
lucked out because there was no fuel 
anywhere. They opened the south route 
for an hour or two, so we drove back 
through town and it was just demolished, 
with burned out cars on the side of the 
road. It was horrible to see.”

Amy and Brandon made it to Lac 
La Biche, stayed with a friend, and 
then continued on to Calgary, where 
they are staying with a family friend. 
Soon, they will come to New Denver as 
planned months ago to have a wedding 
celebration at Amy’s mother’s house. 
The couple was just married in March.

Both have spoken with their 
employers, and have received temporary 
layoffs. Neither company knows if and 
when they will be re-starting operations 
in the Fort McMurray area.

“If our house is still standing, we’d 
like to go back. We had good jobs and 
good friends there. Now, our friends are 
scattered across Canada and some don’t 
have homes to go back to, so that’s going 
to be sad.”

Amy says most of the information 
she is getting is on Fort McMurray’s 
community Facebook page. There has 
been a town hall meeting by phone every 
evening, but Amy says they haven’t been 
able to answer any questions yet. Some 
people are still there, and have rescued 
pets and taken pictures of people’s 
homes. “That’s the only way we can get 
information – through the people who 
are still roaming around and the police 
are trying to find them.”

“We feel like sitting ducks right now. 
It’s like our lives just hit pause. All we 
can do is hang tight and wait till we hear.”

This photo was taken from Tavish McCuaig’s house in Fort McMurray just before he and his 
wife evacuated May 3.

Fort McMurray fire has impact in our West Kootenay communities



May 18, 2016   The Valley Voice  3NEWS

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO: 

CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

 250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372
www.ulrikezobel.com

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

Grand Opening PARTY for the Sandon 
Historical Society 

Wheelchair-Accessible Boardwalk

Sandon Historical Society president Dan Nicholson stands on the newly constructed wheelchair-accessible boardwalk with contractor Jim Pownall.

Friday, May 20 – 10 am - 4 pm
10:00 am – Ribbon-Cutting and Speeches

Free cake, lemonade or coffee while supplies last
Free Admission – All Day!!

This project was made possible 
with funding from CKCA and CBT

by Sheri Walsh and Lori Thompson
The Kootenay Lake Board 

of Education amended the draft 
facilities plan at its May 3 meeting, 
which was well attended by parents 
and community members from 
throughout the district. 

Board Chair Lenora Trenaman 
began by describing the evening’s 
meeting process based on legal 
counsel they had just received. 
The board would determine 
which schools would come under 
“consideration of closure,” but there 

would be no debate on the merits of 
each potential closure. This was so 
that they could maintain open minds 
during the subsequent 60 days of 
public consultation. 

During the public comment 
period, Area D Director Aimee 
Watson urged the board to consider 
a proposal the Meadow Creek 
community had recently submitted 
and to remove Jewett Elementary 
from the school closure list. “Moving 
to the community hall is not a 
solution the community will accept. 

We would like to work with you on 
a strong educational plan,” she said.

Slocan Mayor Jessica Lunn 
expressed her hope that the board 
was considering everything that 
was being submitted by email as 
well as by those who were speaking 
up at meetings, and that trustees 
were “considering the long-term 
implications of their decisions.”

During the meeting, a motion put 
forward by Slocan Valley Trustee 
Sharon Nazaroff to remove closure 
of Winlaw Elementary from the 
facilities plan was defeated. Her 
motion to remove closure of WE 
Graham for two years to allow 
time to “explore options to increase 
enrolment and help the district with 
costs of maintaining the school” was 
amended by Kaslo Trustee Dawn 
Lang to remove the two-year portion 
of the motion. This passed, resulting 
in completely removing closure of 
WE Graham from the plan.

Consideration of closure of 
Jewett Elementary was supported by 
all trustees except Trustee Nazaroff. 

The Nelson portion of the plan 
was modified based on a proposal 
submitted by Wildflower and 
South Nelson parents to include 
an expanded Wildflower school 
along with grades 6 and 7 French 
immersion, REACH, DESK and 
Homelinks students in Central school 
in addition to closing Trafalgar 
Middle School and rebuilding South 
Nelson Elementary. This amendment 
was included subject to expansion of 
Blewett Elementary. 

The Creston section was 

modified to close Creston Education 
Centre in September 2017 only 
“if negotiations with community 
partners fail to result in the sale of 
Creston Education Centre or a shift 
in the financial burden,” while the 
Salmo portion was slightly modified 
to close Salmo Elementary only after 
completion of an addition to Salmo 
Secondary.

All trustees supported the 
inclusion of the provision that “any 
property that does not house SD8 
students be disposed of on a case 
by case basis.” There was also 
unanimous support for the temporary 
closure of Yahk Elementary for the 
2016-2017 year.

The amended plan was supported 
by six trustees, with Trustees 
Nazaroff, Maslechko and Beebe 
abstaining. The board scheduled a 
special open meeting on July 5, when 
the school closure bylaws would 
be given two readings and openly 
debated. Adoption of the final plan 
is expected to occur at a meeting 
on July 12. 

Other business at the meeting 
included narrowly approving a 
request from the DPAC, teacher 
associations, and CUPE to contribute 
to a media campaign urging the 
public to lobby the provincial 
government for additional funding 
for public education.

At the close of the meeting, 
parents expressed frustration with 
the lack of open debate but were 
assured that such debate would 
occur at the July 5 meeting following 
the public consultation period. 

Winlaw and Jewett Schools up for consideration of closure
The board continued to stress that 
the plan was still a draft and that 
consultation and discussion would 
occur before final decisions about 
school closures are made.

Since this meeting, the district 
has established winlaw.consult@
sd8.bc.ca and jewett.consult@sd8.
bc.ca for community feedback 
regarding the proposed closures 
of Winlaw and Jewett schools 
respectively. Public consultation 
meetings are scheduled from 6 pm to 
9 pm on Monday, June 13 at Winlaw 
Elementary and on Monday, June 
20 at Jewett Elementary. Additional 
information, plan feedback email 
addresses and meeting schedules 
for other schools are posted at http://
www.sd8.bc.ca/?p=3507. by Jan McMurray

A bear trap was set up on a Denver 
Siding property on Friday, May 13 by 
the Conservation Officer Service, after 
resident John Conklin had a “heart 
pounding experience” with a bear at 
his home on Thursday night.

“I’ve never encountered a bear 
like this before,” said Conklin, a long-
time resident. “I’ve always just chased 
them off and it’s been no big deal.”

At about 10 pm Thursday, May 12, 
Conklin heard a noise out on his porch 
and saw that it was a bear gnawing at 
the screen on the sliding glass door. He 
went out the front door with his dog to 
investigate, but the dog immediately 
took off and stayed away until later, 
after the bear had cleared out.

Meanwhile, Conklin says, “The 
bear came around the corner of the 
house and walked straight for me. I 
picked up a boot on the porch and 
threw it at him, and then I ran for the 
house and locked the door behind me 
– just in the nick of time.”

The bear stood up and put his 
paws on the window of the front door, 
shaking his head back and forth with 
his mouth open, making lots of noise, 
Conklin recounts. He got a pot and 
lid and started banging them together, 
but this didn’t seem to faze the bear. 
The bear moved from window to 
window around the house, mangling 
the screens and gnawing at the vinyl 
mouldings.

“I kept banging, and then he 
pulled on a vinyl strip and the window 
buckled and cracked. I realized there 
was nothing I could do to make him 
go away, so I called my neighbour, 
Mark Adams, and asked him to come 
over in his truck with bear spray. Then 
I called the RCMP.”

Adams arrived in minutes, 
honking his horn all the way up the 
driveway, and the bear ran off. When 
he got out of the truck and walked 
onto the back porch, however, the 
bear reappeared. Adams gave him a 
good dose of pepper spray and the 
bear took off.

Two of the local RCMP officers, 
Constables Herder and Nickerson, 
arrived soon after and searched the 
woods surrounding Conklin’s house. 
“Eventually, we decided the bear was 
not going to come back, probably 
because of the pepper spray,” Conklin 
said.

The RCMP called the Conservation 
Officer Service in Castlegar, and 
Conservation Officer Blair Thin came 
and set up a trap on Conklin’s property 

Aggressive bear tries to get 
into Denver Siding home

the next day. 
“Hats off to both the RCMP and 

the Conservation Officer Service. 
They were both very professional and 
very competent, and made me feel 
much more at ease,” Conklin said, 
adding that Constable Herder has been 
checking in with him on a daily basis 
since the incident.

Se rgean t  Mann  f rom the 
Conservation Officer Service said this 
bear has shown behaviour that they 
wouldn’t expect. “There’s generally 
an attractant involved, and there just 
wasn’t in this case,” she said.

Conklin says there was a barbecue 
on the porch that hadn’t been used in 
weeks, and a compost pile outside, but 
the bear wasn’t interested in either of 
these. There was nothing cooking, and 
there was no garbage inside or outside 
the house.

Mann said that although New 
Denver is a Bear Smart community, the 
Conservation Officer Service would 
not use non-lethal tactics on a bear like 
this. “Our number one priority is safety 
of the public, and this bear is definitely 
a threat to public safety, so we wouldn’t 
do anything but euthanize this bear. 
We wouldn’t take that risk,” she said.

The bear is a black bear, but 
medium brown in colour. Conklin 
said the bear was about three and a 
half feet high when on all fours, and 
looked healthy. If the bear harasses 
anyone else in the community, they 
are to call Conklin (250-358-7915), 
and the Conservation Officer will 
move the trap.

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

Open daily (Closed X’mas 
& New Year’s day)
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Forestry operations 
kill toads

There were thousands of toadlets 
on the Summit Lake logging road 
when the grader went in and graded 
it last Wednesday.

The Ministry of Forests, Lands, 
and Natural Resources Operations 
prattles on about their ‘best practices 
plan.’ They say the claim that road 
building and logging put toads at risk 
is unsubstantiated.

Ah, no. Running a grader, a D8 
cat, or an excavator over thousands 
of toadlets doesn’t put them at risk. 
It just kills them.

Elsje de Boer
Fauquier

Climate change 
and health

Recently, in the United States, 
nearly 200 concerned and committed 
physicians, nurses and public health 
professionals from across the country 
came together in Washington, DC for 
an intensive, two-day, action-oriented 
Climate Health Summit.

Beyond the latest research and data 
findings on the increasing threats to health 
posed by climate change, many doctors 
spoke out from personal experience. One 
allergist told of epidemic asthma and the 
contribution of climate change of rising 
pollen counts, mould from flooding and 
humidity, and ozone levels exacerbating 
disease, all of which have impacted her 
patients.  Dr Lynn Ringenberg, president 
of Physicians for Social Responsibility, 
spoke on infectious diseases that will 
increase with climate change and which 
are especially concerning for her patient 
population: children.

The summit also made clear how 
burning fossil fuels is bad for our health, 
and how reducing the burning of coal, 
natural gas, and the fuel in combustion 
engines and switching to clean energy 
could immediately improve public 
health.

Marylee Banyard
Nelson

The 
Anthropocene

I see on the web where Suzuki 
is angry at the suggestion that we 
have entered the Anthropocene 
geologic period. Some scientists 
are suggesting that it started with 
the industrial revolution while 
others believe with the beginning 
of agriculture.

I believe it started when humans 
learned how to light fire. That was 

Two steps back for 
BC and climate

What was that? I thought we 
had agreed to transition away 
from a mono-culture carbon-based 
economy. 

Global investment has already 
recognized that the carbon boat is 
sinking. Why would anyone today 
choose to invest in a sinking ship? 
Apparently Christy Clark wants to 
do this. 

Why would anyone want to sign 
on as crew for such a limited voyage? 
Apparently many people in BC have 
been lured in to the illusion that the 
ship won’t sink.  

If someone were to ask into 
which economic basket I would put 
my investment eggs, it would be 
renewables and non-carbon-based 
technologies. The current and future 
jobs are there along with long-term 
return on investment. 

Global investment organizations 
tend to look at the ‘big picture’ 
– where is the global economy 
moving? Those in government tend 
to look at the four-year election cycle 
and the short-term promises that can 
get them re-elected. 

The global future of energy 
investment is very clear. Why then, 
would our government not want to 
be part of that future? Into which 
economic basket would you wish 
your investment eggs to be placed?

Ron Robinson
Nelson

the moment where we had power 
over all other animals. With the 
power of fire, we made iron, etc. We 
steadily learned to make use of it to 
where we are today, and that is the 
crowding out of the other species. 

And now we have global 
warming.

Although I have said that with 
10,000 nuclear reactors we could 
reverse the CO2 in our atmosphere 
and oceans, I do not believe it will 
happen. The people in power in this 
world are having too good a time to 
change anything.

But  in  order  to  reverse 
extinction, we also have to solve 
our population size and the way 
we are treating our fellow species.

I want to finish with this one 
little side note. The main thing 
to understand about radioactive 
elements is the ones with thousand-
year half lives are not the ones to 
be afraid of. Radioactive thorium 
with a half life of 14 billion years 
can be safely held in your hand. 
Radioactive elements with half 
lives of minutes or hours are the 
ones that are furiously throwing off 
Alpha and Beta particles or Gamma 
rays. So the fear of thousands of 
years of storage needs to be looked 
at for the facts.

Frank Nixon
Winlaw

Nakusp Art Party 
raises funds for 
public art

On April 30, we set out to raise 
money for my public sculpture project, 
‘Looking Aft,’ by creating an event that 
we, ourselves, wanted to attend. Very 
quickly, the Nakusp Art Party realized 
a greater purpose and became a vehicle 
to make art of all shapes, genres and 
sizes more accessible for the people of 
Nakusp and beyond.

Art has a very weird currency at 
Art Party. We are openly operating on 
an exploitation system – exploit many 
artists (they share their work for free) 
and the public (we take their money) 
in order to fund the projects we want 
to see. Many talented artists may not 
have the schooling, writing skills, or 
experience to solidify their project 
dreams through grants. Now the major 
art funders don’t get to be the only 
ones making decisions about what we 
experience as art on a daily basis in 
Nakusp. 

In my artist statement for ‘Looking 
Aft,’ I reference teamwork. It has taken 
a lot of teamwork to keep pushing this 
project. Now that we have tied up an 
event and your experiences to it, you 
are part of that team.

You can’t throw an Art Party by 
yourself; there are too many facets to a 

great event. The power to create, and the 
impact it has, grows with the variety of 
strengths, opinions, and experiences of 
those involved. I could not have made 
this idea a reality without these Beautiful 
Dreamers – women who say “this is 
how we can do it” not “here’s why that 
won’t work.” Jackie Phillipson, Autumn 
Grossutti, Ali Raskob, Kish Peterson, 
Cassia Parent, and Christa Rebman, 
your skills, support, and laughter go 
a long way towards changing the face 
of our little village. Art equals culture 
equals tourism equals money. Our town 
can only benefit from a raised awareness 
and a new approach to the arts.

Everyone who helped build Art 
Party, by contributions and/ or presence, 
now has a hand in the public art we want 
to give to you. It’s a gifting circle. We 
have an Art Party… you bring us your 
money… we melt your brains. We take 
that money, commission an artist and 
pay them properly to produce a work 
for the public that melts your brains. 
We have an Art Party, you bring us 
your money… We can fundraise by 
supporting, exploiting, encouraging, 
and celebrating our artists, and now the 
public is funding public art in Nakusp. 

So, when you finally see ‘Looking 
Aft,’ remember that it was built from 
many friends, so many hands, with love, 
loving it, for you.

Kate Tupper
Nakusp
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Currently Jumbo
The Ktunaxa First Nation has 

petitioned the Supreme Court of 
Canada for a Judicial Review, 
requesting no resort development in 
their sacred place, Qat’Muk, keeping 
the Jumbo Valley area naturally wild. 
This is an appeal, as the BC Supreme 
Court decided the Jumbo Glacier 
resort development would not impact 
the area negatively. The federal court 
has agreed to take the case.

The proponents of the resort 
development have petitioned the 
BC courts for a Judicial Review, 
claiming that BC Minister of 
Environment Mary Polak’s October 
4, 2014 decision that no “substantial 
start” had been made was erroneous. 
That result of Polak’s decision was 
that resort proponents did not receive 
their permanent certificate.

Eco-Justice, part of the Jumbo 
Wild team, has asked the BC 
government how the cancellation of 
the environmental certificate for the 
resort will affect tenures previously 
given to the resort proponents like 
“licenses of occupation,” etc.

So far, neither the federal nor the 
provincial governments have made 
known in any way their decisions 
regarding the above.

The current word about ‘JUMBO 
WILD, the movie’ is that it is being 
shown widely internationally with 
thousands of signatures on the 
petition. The on-the-ground results 
of all this far flung interest is that the 
valley saw many more back country 
recreationalists, mainly skiers, this 
winter.

Rowena Eloise, 
Kootenay Coalition for Jumbo 

Wild
Argenta

Got those Hills mailbox blues
Regarding the letter protesting 

the placement of the Hills mailboxes 
and the community notice board: 
cue the 12-bar blues... picture the 
Highways folks singing:
Got those low-down Hills mailboxes 
blues
Can’t put ‘em anywhere, don’t know 
what to do
Tried that straight-stretch pull-out
Heard folks curse, yell and shout
Moved ‘em to Bonanza Road to stop 
the hullabaloo

Got those low-down Hills mailboxes 
blues
Bonanza Road just wouldn’t do
Too far to walk, too tight for getting 
out
Local folks say that location’s a rout
Move ‘em to central Hills is what 
we’ll do

Got those low-down Hills mailboxes 
blues
Seems folks don’t know whose land 
is whose
That spot on Hills Upper Road
Got too tight when it snowed
Got those can’t turn around at the 
mailboxes blues

Got the no one wants the mailboxes 
blues
And sure don’t want that notice 
board, no nooo
Not in my back yard
That’s way too hard
Might have to pick up a poster or 
two...
What to do?

Lorna Visser
Hills

Winlaw 
School closure 
would have 
far-reaching 
impacts

In the face of funding cuts and 
decreasing enrolment, our school 
board (SD8) is considering some 
drastic decisions regarding school 
closures. The consideration of 
closing Winlaw Elementary School 
has far-reaching impacts that go 
beyond the scope of measuring assets 
and liabilities. And yet, our children 
and communities could be torn apart 
by the drop of the board’s gavel for 
the sake of fiscal management.

Many underutilized schools 
across the province are slated for 
closure as districts aim for utilization 
over 85%. I asked the school board 
on April 19 if they would research 
impacts of rural school closures, and 
additionally look into any schools 
that were closed which were fully 
utilized or resulted in children being 
migrated to a more remote location 
away from the urban hubs. Results 
of that research would pertain to the 
consequences of closing Winlaw 
Elementary School.

Winlaw Elementary is currently 
operating at near capacity with 
a prospering school culture and 
incredibly diverse programming. The 
school has great parent volunteer and 
PAC involvement, active fundraising 
for a plethora of programming and 
excellent staff. All of these attributes, 
and many more, would dissolve 
and not be carried over into another 
facility should the school close. 
Families move to the Winlaw area 
because of the quality of learning, 
accessibility and culture in the local 
school.

The draft plan assumes that 
if Winlaw closes, the children of 
the Winlaw catchment will be 
assimilated into the same catchment 
as WEG in Slocan, and that Winlaw 
students will migrate north to 
increase enrolment at WEG. That 
would result in young children in the 
south end of the Winlaw catchment 
travelling up to 40 kilometres each 
way and spending hours a day on 
the bus.

Win law  PAC conduc ted 
community surveys to acquire 
realistic results in cases of closure of 
either WEG or Winlaw Elementary. 
The completed surveys represent 
97 children in the Slocan Valley, 59 
who go to Winlaw Elementary and 

18 who go to the Winlaw Strong Start 
program. Here are some of the results 
collected as of April 25, 2016. 

Should Winlaw Elementary 
close: 40% of the Winlaw students 
would choose to go south to Brent 
Kennedy Elementary School; 33% 
of the Winlaw students would go 
north to WEG in Slocan; 44% of 
the student population in the Slocan 
Valley would choose private or 
independent education outside of 
SD8.

Also, the top three reasons 
influencing their school choices 
are: proximity to home (scored 40 
marks); school programming (scored 
33 marks); school staffing (scored 
32 marks).

Brent Kennedy is also at 
full capacity, so how would they 
accommodate the students migrating 
there? First, they would have to 
expel the out-of-district students 
from Glade and Shoreacres to make 
room for students within the district. 
However, that would not support the 
extra space and staffing needed. The 
school district would need to invest 
in creating more classroom space 
and augment staffing. Those capital 
costs have not been identified or 
considered in the weighing of the 
Winlaw School closure scenario.

The annual operating savings 
for closing Winlaw would only be 
$184,742. The deferred maintenance 
costs are arguable, as not all the 
identified costs are necessary and 
some of the costs are inflated for 
the work deemed necessary. In any 
case, the deferred maintenance costs 
for Winlaw are lower than WEG. So 
why was consideration for closure 
of WEG, which has only 26% 
utilization with deferred maintenance 
costs of $2,029623, taken out of the 
draft plan when Winlaw Elementary 
has 89% utilization with deferred 
maintenance costs of $1,310,393? 

The school district aims to 
be competitive with independent 
and private education. According 
to surveys, closure of Winlaw 
Elementary School would result in 

an increase from 15% to 44% of 
students choosing programming 
other than public education in SD8. 
The funding loss would be significant 
for the district. The funding loss for 
ejecting out-of district students at BK 
would also be significant. That leaves 
the question: What is the closure of 
Winlaw Elementary School really 
worth?

How can the board close a school 
which is prospering, offers a unique 
range of diverse programming, 
has high student enrolment (near 
capacity) and is the central hub 
of a rural community? Winlaw 
Elementary School is a model of 
rural educational success. Let it 
stand and show how small rural 
communities, and their schools, can 
prosper.

The SD8 board will hold the next 
public meeting on consideration of 
closure of Winlaw School on June 
13, 6-9 pm at Winlaw School Gym. 
People can email their feedback about 
the closure of Winlaw Elementary: 
Winlaw.consult@sd8.bc.ca

Shauna Robertson
Winlaw

Global 
Chemtrail 
conference 
inspires 
Kootenay group

I attended the first annual Global 
Chemtrail conference in Vancouver 
at the downtown Simon Fraser 
University building, May 7. It was an 
all-day event that was well attended 
by ages about 15 to 80, with a large 
percentage of older people. The 
speakers were from Ireland, the UK, 
San Francisco, Virginia, and two 
were from Washington State.

Au tho r,  r e s ea r che r,  and 
Washington State resident Elana 
Freeland gave a very impressive, 
and educational talk. Both her book, 
Chemtrails, HARRP, and the Full 
Spectrum Dominance of Planet Earth 
and her talk sift through the confusion 

surrounding chemtrails-versus-
contrails and how extreme weather 
is being “geo-engineered” to enrich 
disaster capitalists and intimidate 
nations. In the 1950s, ’60s and ’70s, 
the US government conducted secret 
large-scale biological and chemical 
aerial spraying in programs like 
‘Operation Large Area Coverage,’ 
‘Operations Dew’ and ‘Project 112.’

To d a y,  c h e m t r a i l s  a n d 
ionospheric heaters like the High-
frequency Active Auroral Research 
Project (HARRP) are part of a 
weather warfare in which Planet 
Earth becomes a battle space beset 
by the military doctrine of ‘full-
spectrum dominance.’ The HARRP 
research facility that is located in 
Alaska is now replaced by up to 
240 smaller ionospheric heaters 
across the planet. Chemtrails are 
creating the chemical corridors for 
HAARP electromagnetic waves to 
follow. Laid daily over all 28 NATO 
nations, chemtrails linger for hours, 
spreading out into ‘cirrus contrailus’ 
cloud cover in the name of weather 
engineering and amelioration of 
‘global warming’ or ‘climate change.’ 

‘Weather as a Force Multiplier: 
Owning the Weather in 2025,’ a 
research paper presented to the 
American Air Force, was written in 
1996. It was in 1998 when we started 
to see these experiments carried out 
in the skies of North America.

I have been concerned about 
this ‘program’ ever since I noticed 
the ‘chemtrails’ in 1998. I am even 
more concerned since I attended this 
conference and started to read Elana 
Freeland’s well researched book. 

This letter of course is just a 
small introduction to a massive 
subject. I would like to help start a 
‘Chemtrail/ Weather modification’ 
Kootenay group, to bring awareness 
and activism to this issue, and join in 
solidarity with many other chemtrail 
awareness organizations across the 
world. If you are also interested, you 
can contact me at 250-226-7769.

David Fisher
Appledale

submitted
Seniors  Advocate  Isobel 

Mackenzie has launched a province-
wide survey of 27,000 residents 
living in 303 publicly-subsidized 
care facilities in BC.

“For the first time in this province 
we are going to every care facility 
and we are asking every resident and 
their most frequent visitor, a number 
of questions about their quality of life 
in the care facility,” said Mackenzie.

The survey will explore a range 
of questions on privacy; food; safety 
and security; comfort; respect and 
responsiveness of staff; personal 
relationships; medications; and 
activities in the facility. Residents 
will be interviewed by volunteers 
in person and their most frequent 
visitor, who is usually a family 
member, will be sent a mail-out 

survey. 
“Through this comprehensive 

and standardized approach, we will 
be able to learn from the people who 
call residential care their home what 
impacts their quality of life, and 
whether we are meeting their needs,” 
said Mackenzie.

Volunteers from all over the 
province, from diverse backgrounds, 
are invited to take part in this process. 
Mackenzie says she also welcomes 
people who speak languages other 
than English.

A website has been developed 
for survey volunteers, www.
surveybcseniors.org. Volunteers 
can apply online or by calling the 
Office of the Seniors Advocate 
office at 1-877-952-3181. They 
will be screened and, if suitable, 
will participate in a one-day 

training session and be asked for a 
commitment of at least 30 hours over 
the survey period. Each volunteer 
will be assigned to a facility and 
will be responsible for surveying a 
certain number of residents in that 
facility. Administrative support will 
be provided.

The Office of the Seniors 
Advocate is an independent office 
of the provincial government with 
a mandate of monitoring seniors’ 
services and reporting on systemic 
issues affecting seniors. The office 
also provides information and referral 
to seniors and their caregivers.

BC Seniors Advocate launches survey 

Support the Valley Voice with a 
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Welcome all members and the 
general public to the Slocan River 
Streamkeepers Society’s Annual 
General Meeting on Thursday, May 
26 at Passmore Hall (3656 Old 
Passmore Rd.) at 7:00 pm. Slocan 
River Streamkeepers have worked 
with the community for over 13 years 
to promote stewardship through edu-
cation, monitoring and restoration. 
We are calling for Board of Director 
nominations and new members.  
Please feel free to contact us prior 
to the AGM with any questions or 
expressed interests at info@slocan-
riverstreamkeepers.com.

Refreshments available. 

The Slocan Valley Community Legacy Society is holding 
its AGM on Monday, May 30 at 7:00 pm at W.E. Graham 

Community School in Slocan.
Join us as we celebrate the past year and announce this 

year’s grant recipients.

by Katrine Campbell
• Council received word from 

the Columbia Basin Trust that three 
New Denver area projects will 
receive funding under the Recreation 
Infrastructure grant program. The 
Village itself will get $150,000 
for its Trail Network Connections 
project. The money will be used to 
connect existing trails “to encourage 
non-motorized transportation and 
pedestrian movement between 
popular local recreation destinations.” 
The Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski Club 
will use its $28,600 to construct three 
kilometres of loop trails as part of 
its network at Summit Lake. The 
Valhalla Wilderness Society gets 
$9,000 to build two new trails from 
existing access roads so people can 
hike to interpretive sites showcasing 
ancient trees.

• The Village was also successful 
in its application for a Young Canada 
Works grant to hire three summer 
students for the Nikkei Centre.

• The Healthy Community 
Society held a special meeting to 
adopt a revised mission statement and 
constitution, Fox reported. When the 
society leases Rory’s on Main in the 
fall, the restaurant will be renamed 
The Village Hearth. The society will 
hold a book launch May 25, 7 pm at 
Silverton Hall for The Talking Spade: 
Garden Lore From North Slocan 
Elders. The book comes from the 
society’s Connecting Generations 
project, in which grades 4-6 students 
from Lucerne School visited the 
gardens of community elders to learn 
about the art of growing food in the 
North Slocan.

New Denver council, May 10: Village receives $150,000 for trails project
• Council received the 2015 

water report, compiled by water 
system operator Rayn Butt. It gives 
an overview of the supply system, 
reports on water use, testing and 
maintenance, plans for improvements 
and eventual equipment replacement, 
and the emergency response plan. 
The average Canadian daily domestic 
use per capita was 329 litres in 2004, 
according to Environment Canada; 
the village rings in at 559 litres. 
Councillor Nadine Raynolds asked 
why this was so high; CAO Bruce 
Woodbury pointed out that in high-
density urban areas, many residents 
in apartments and condos don’t have 
lawns or gardens to water, lowering 
the average consumption rate. He 
added that people with lawns often 
overwater them.

• Council will apply to the BC 
Rural Dividend Program to fund 
a regional economic development 
strategy for the Slocan Valley, and will 
support the project for its duration. 
The strategy, the first part of a three-
year plan, will “provide a foundational 
strategic and implementation plan for 
regional economic development 
collaboration” between the three 
villages and the communities of 
Area H. Its objective is to develop 
a multi-year, regional economic 
development strategy with tangible, 
capacity-appropriate projects and an 
associated implementation plan. 

If the Rural Dividend funding 
comes through, it will be used to 
hire a qualified consultant and a 
community liaison to work with the 
consultant. 

• New Denver will ask the 
RDCK for $11,000 from the 2016 
Community Development Fund for 
trailhead connection and services 
between Village and Regional trails.

• In answer to a request for 
comments from the Province on a 
proposed Adventure Tourism tenure 
application from Fernie-based Sacred 
Rides Mountain Bike Holidays, 
council will express its concerns. 
These are: lack of economic benefit to 
the community; free use of taxpayer 
funded regional parks by private 
companies to generate profit; limited 
local tenure opportunities being 
awarded to non-local operators; 
and the 30-year duration of the 
proposed tenure. Mayor Ann Bunka 
said she had a problem with the 30-
year duration because such tenures 
“build in a sense of entitlement at 
the expense of local people.” Sacred 
Ride proposes using the Galena, 
Wakefield and Butter trails (Wilson 
Creek) for guided rides.

• Council approved issuing a 
request for proposal for a new triple 

combination fire engine. The fire 
engine would be built to order on 
a standard chassis, and include 
an 800 gallon water tank, a 1,050 
gpm pump, hoses, genset, wireless 
communication system and foam 
system. 

Asked why the proposals 
had to be on paper and not sent 
electronically, the CAO said there 
would not be as much guarantee the 
information was correct and from 
an authorized person, and legally 
the Village needed a signed original 
document. 

• Fox moved that the Village 
put its name forward for the Rural 
Resident Attraction program of the 
Columbia Basin Rural Development 
Institute. This two- to three-year 
project is aimed at allowing 
communities to understand how 
local amenities can be linked and 
leveraged to attract and retain new 
residents. As rural municipalities lose 

population, services such as schools 
and hospitals are threatened.

Hodsall noted there wouldn’t 
be a lot of cost to the Village and 
it was a great way to get a head 
start on getting the research and 
information needed. “This is specific 
to us…quality data to help us move 
forward.”

• The Silvery Slocan Historical 
Society was deemed eligible to rent 
the Knox Hall for periodic use for a 
community group rate of $350 a year.

• The 2015 draft audited financial 
statements from the Village’s auditor 
were received and approved. The 
report showed net financial assets 
of $1,240,681, and tangible capital 
assets of $3,364,524. 

• The Village of New Denver 
Five Year Financial Plan Bylaw #700 
and the Tax Rates Bylaw #701 were 
each given three readings. A special 
meeting was scheduled for May 13 
to consider final adoption of both 

bylaws before the May 16 deadline.
• Organizers of the Okanagan 

Nation ‘Spirit of Sylix’ Youth 
Unity Run invited the mayor and 
councillors to participate as they pass 
through New Denver May 14. The 
run, initiated by young people, is to 
create awareness against violence 
and suicide. Bunka said she would 
attend and hand out Village pins, but 
firmly quashed calls from the table 
for her to actually run.

• Councillors Heather Fox and 
David Hodsall reported on the 
Association of Kootenay Boundary 
Local Governments (AKBLG) recent 
AGM and conference. Fox picked 
up information useful to the food 
hub, and attended a Community 
Energy Association workshop 
featuring a discussion on LED lights. 
Hodsall also attended an economic 
development session but discovered 
it was a challenge to find something 
relating to small communities. 

submitted
Fishing season is upon us 

again and Slocan’s Volunteer Fire 
Department, the Technical Rescue 
Society and the First Responders 
are ramping up for another fishing 
derby to get everyone out for an 
enjoyable Saturday on Slocan Lake. 

The date is May 28 for the 11th 
anniversary of the annual derby. It 
started out as a way for some of the 
local fire departments to get together 
for some good fun and interaction. 
It has grown over the years to what 
it is now, an important fundraiser to 
help not only the fire department, 
but also the first responders and the 
rescue society afford some of the 
equipment and training which is out 
of reach of their budgets. 

Some of that equipment includes 
rope rescue gear for lowering 
rescuers and raising patients in 
order to get them to emergency 
transportation. Money has also been 
spent on a set of vacuum splints 
for the first responders. There are 
also training and skills upgrades 
required for all of the members on 
ongoing basis.

Last year was, once again, a 
very successful derby. More than 
$3,000 was raised to be shared 
amongst the three groups, after cash 

Slocan emergency volunteers host annual fishing derby
prizes were deducted for the first, 
second and third largest fish. There 
were raffles, abundant draw prizes 
and items up for silent auction, 
all generously donated by local 
businesses. 

As an added bonus, this year 
Endless Adventures will be there, 
offering paddleboard demonstrations 
and lessons on the beach from 11 am 
to 3 pm. Be sure to come and give it a 
try. There will also be more focus on 
kids, with games, demonstrations, 
and prizes geared towards them.

For all of the hungry fishermen 

and spectators alike, as usual 
there will be a sausage and burger 
barbecue, not to mention the licensed 
beer garden. Fresh, hot Oso Negro 
coffee and muffins return for the 
early fishermen this year.

Put this event on your calendar 
– May 28 – and be sure to attend 
and show the volunteers some 
support. Reserve a camping spot by 
contacting the Slocan Village Office. 
Remember; every entry ticket puts 
you in the running for draw prizes; 
you don’t have to go fishing. Just 
show up and have some fun!

Silas Teece was one of the winners at last year’s fishing derby.

submitted
Launch of the Bev LaPointe 

Memorial Scholarship for Women in 
Trades provides a new opportunity 
for women targeting a career in the 
trades.

Kootenay Career Development 
Society (KCDS) announced the 
$2,000 scholarship in memory 
of its founding board chair. It 
will go to full-time or part-time 
female students in the trades and is 
available to women residing in the 
KCDS service area. 

The scholarship supports 
women entering a career path that 
is under-represented by women. In 
2011 women accounted for only two 
per cent of carpentry apprentices, 1.9 
per cent of plumbing apprentices, 

Scholarship supports women entering the trades
and 1.5 per cent of heavy equipment 
apprentices. 

“Th i s  s cho l a r sh ip  i s  a 
fitting legacy, not only of Bev’s 
extraordinary service to KCDS, her 
commitment to worker’s rights, and 
her unstinting defence of women’s 
rights, but also of her kindness, 
her compassion, and her humour,” 
explained current chair Sue Adam. 

LaPoin te  se rved  KCDS 
from 2004 until 2012 and was 
passionate about the work being 
done through the society. She was 
a strong supporter of KCDS job 
seekers and employees and always 
championed worker’s rights and 
social justice. She was fierce in her 
defense of women’s rights both in 
the workplace and community. 

Employed by the City of Nelson 
for 32 years, she was the first 
woman to drive a snow plow for 
the City and people often saw her 
travelling down the street in her 
snow plow, bus or street sweeper, 
joking “You bet I drive like a 
woman!” 

Applications for the scholarship 
are available at any Kootenay Career 
Development Society location or 
on their website, www.kcds.ca. 
Applicants must be accepted to 
an accredited college, university, 
vocational school, or apprenticeship 
program validated by the ITA for 
trades. Application deadline is 
May 31. For more information call 
Jocelyn Carver at 250-352-6200, 
ext. 301.
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

by Jan McMurray
New Denver’s Silvery Slocan 

Historical Society is doing some 
strategic planning, and held a 
meeting at Knox Hall May 5 to 
gather public input. About a dozen 
people attended.

Slocan Valley resident Val Mayes 
chaired the public meeting. Hired to 
lead the strategic planning process, 
she will also facilitate a day-long 
session for the society board at the 
end of the month. A two- to five-year 
strategic plan will be the result. The 
society is receiving assistance from 
CBT’s new Non-profit Advisors 
Program to do the strategic plan.

The museum has been in 
existence since 1970, at the bottom 
of the main street of New Denver in 
the old Bank of Montreal building. 
Mayes remarked that the museum 
is in a beautiful building, and has 
a wonderful partnership with the 
Visitor Information Centre, run 
by the Slocan District Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Silvery Slocan Historical Society solicits input for strategic plan
M a y e s  w e n t  t h r o u g h  a 

ques t ionnaire  wi th  meet ing 
participants. The first question was, 
“What do you think the society is 
especially good at?” Most people 
agreed that the society has done a 
great job of keeping the museum 
operating.

Paula Cravens, board member, 
said the society board hit a “low 
point” in 2014, with very few people 
willing to act as directors. “I don’t 
want to see that happen again, so 
we brought Val in,” she said. “I 
think we need to get more members 
involved.”

The second question was: “What 
do you think you should get for a 
membership?” Answers ranged from 
the operation of the museum only 
to newsletters and free admission. 
One woman said she would expect 
to be called for work bees. Mayes 
reminded the participants that 
members can vote at the AGM and 
can run for the board.

“What would you like to see more 

of?” was another of the questions. 
Responses included special exhibits, 
rotational exhibits, more descriptive 
notes on the displays, storytelling, 
some Aboriginal history, interactive 
site-based programming, special 
shows on the Sinixt, the Japanese 
internment, the Doukhobors, 
workshops on hat trimming, 
costuming, candle making, etc., 
cemetery and downtown tours, and 
school tours.

One member of the public 
suggested that local historical 
societies work together more. Judy 
Maltz of the Sandon Museum said 
the societies had met, and concluded 
that they didn’t have the manpower 
to take on collaborative projects.

Mayes said the new non-profit 
advisors program of the CBT is a 
recognition that non-profit societies 
don’t have resources or capacity. 
She noted that the ‘same ten people’ 
syndrome – where 80 percent of 
the volunteer work is done by 20 
percent of the people – is alive and 

well in the Slocan Valley. She also 
acknowledged that the large number 
of seasonal residents in the New 
Denver area will affect the volunteer 
workforce.

Last year, the society decided 
that museum admission would be 
by donation. Cravens said research 
has shown that people are happier 
to make donations than to pay 
admission fees, and are quite 
generous with their donations. She 
said the donations last year were 
similar to the revenue collected from 
admission fees the year before.

Board members are Paula 
Cravens, Gordon Butt, Nick Herder, 
Marsh Garrick-Rice, and Greg 
Nesteroff.

Anyone who would like to 

fill in the questionnaire can email 
valleymayes@gmail.com.

by Katrine Campbell
There are few things harder to 

resist than a puppy, especially one 
that looks like the four-footed actor 
in almost every dog food and toilet 
paper commercial you’ve seen.

Meet Brumby. He lives in New 
Denver, in the home of Karen Stevens 
and Katrine Campbell. Brumby is no 
ordinary puppy; his career has been 
planned since before his birth.

The Labrador/golden retriever 
cross belongs to the Pacific 
Assistance Dog Society (PADS) in 
Burnaby, and during his 14-month 
stint in the Kootenays, he will receive 
the basic training he needs so that he 
can go on to advanced training. In the 
long run, he will be a devoted helper 
to a hearing-impaired person, or one 

who is physically or emotionally 
disabled. He might end up with 
a police Victim Assistance unit, 
comforting and reassuring victims 
or witnesses to crimes.

Stevens and Campbell are 
volunteering their time to teach 
Brumby the  basics  through 
clicker training, and Heather Fox 
(proudofmydog.ca) is volunteering 
her time to teach them – training the 
trainers. Veterinarians Laurie Page 
and Bill Sones are also on board, 
providing free care.

It takes a village to raise a child, 
and equally so to raise such a special 
pup. You can help by ignoring 
Brumby at first, then asking his 
handler when it’s okay to pet him. 

As PADS is a registered charity, 

Assistance puppy charms everyone he meets
you can also help by making a 
donation towards his care. Larger 
donations will get a tax receipt. 
All the money raised here will go 
directly to PADS, earmarked for 
Brumby’s care and expenses.

Fox, Stevens, and Campbell 
will be at the May Days Market in 
New Denver; stop by to buy some 
goodies, make a donation, talk about 
PADS’ work, learn about training 
your dog, and make a fuss over so 
much furry cuteness. We’ll even tell 
you what a ‘brumby’ is!

For more information, visit pads.
ca and proudofmydog.ca.

A chance to meet Brumby, assistance puppy receiving basic training in New Denver, is coming 
up at the New Denver May Days Market.

submitted
The Province is providing a 

$1-million lift to the Forestry Service 
Providers Compensation Fund to protect 
eligible forestry contractors and service 
providers in the event of licensee 
insolvency. The grant will enhance the 
$5-million provincial seed money that 
established the fund in summer 2012, 
along with the additional $1-million 
provincial grant that was already made 
in 2015.

Half of the new funding will be 

Silviculture now included in Forestry compensation fund 
allocated to the general fund, while the 
other $500,000 will be allocated to a new 
sub-account that will be available to the 
silviculture contracting sector whose 
activities make a permanent and non-
reversible improvement to Crown land. 
Further work is required to define the 
specific silviculture services eligible for 
compensation, along with amendments 
to the Forestry Service Providers 
Compensation Regulation and Forestry 
Service Providers Compensation Fund 
Administrative Agreement. 
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Lots of new stock is arriving now! 
We have a great selection of grad 
cards, jewellery, and unique gifts for 
one and all. Open 7 days a week.

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC

www.figmentscanada.com

by Jan McMurray
• The Municipal Buildings 

Committee will be the principal forum 
for determining the approach to restoring 
the main floor of City Hall in 2016-17. 
This $250,000-300,000 project will be 
paid for by Community Works (gas tax) 
and City Hall reserve funds.

• The Village will submit a proposal 
to the Rural Dividend program for a 
comprehensive analysis and appraisal 
of municipal lands, and a strategy 
for developable vacant Village 

Kaslo council, May 10: City Hall main floor to be restored
properties that will generate revenue 
and sustainability for the municipality. 
Council agreed to allocate $5,000-
$10,000 of its Community Development 
funds to cover the Village’s share of the 
project cost. A copy of the proposal will 
go to the SEDS committee.

• Fairbank Architects Ltd. 
were awarded the Buildings Asset 
Management contract for $22,200. 
Councillor Holland asked if there would 
be some overlap between this contract 
and the project proposed for Rural 
Dividend funds. CAO Smith said the 
Fairbank contract would be looking at 
possible divestitures, but it wouldn’t be 
a very big part of the project.

• A letter from Norbert Conrad 
and Dwight Smith asks council to 
reconsider the decision not to provide 
a $100 sponsorship for Men’s Night at 
the golf course this year. After a lengthy 
discussion, council decided to provide 
the sponsorship this year, and to refer the 
issue of future Men’s Night sponsorships 
to Committee of the Whole.

Councillor Glorioso said she felt 
that providing $100 per year to this 
activity was “favouritism.” Councillor 
Holland said the annual “defacto” 
sponsorship also bothered him a bit, and 
said he didn’t understand why council 
would create the ‘Municipal Grants and 
Non-Profit Advertising Sponsorship’ 
policy and then set out exemptions to 
the policy. Councillor Lang pointed out 
that the sponsorship involves advertising 
for the Village. “It’s fairly effective 
advertising that generates good will.” 

The CAO explained that the intent of 
the policy was to make advertising costs 
predictable for the Village.

• Kaslo is one of 73 communities 
selected for the rollout of the 
Community Paramedicine program. 
Council received a letter from BC 
Emergency Health Services and Interior 
Health saying they expect community 
paramedics to be hired and trained by 
February 2017.

• Council agreed to provide a letter 
of support for the North Kootenay Lake 
Community Services Society’s proposal 
for Rural Dividend funds. The proposal 
is to implement the recommendations 
of the North Kootenay Lake Food 
Shed Plan, including a farm labour/ 
apprenticeship program, bookkeeping 
and financial analysis assistance, overall 
infrastructure supports, and market 
optimization.

• The Village will provide a letter 
of support for the North Kootenay Lake 
Arts and Heritage Council’s proposal to 
CBT for an Open Space event as a first 
step toward a Regional Cultural Plan.

• The five-year financial plan, tax 
rates, sewer rates and water parcel tax 
bylaws were adopted.

• CAO Smith reported that the 
permit under Section 9 of the Water Act 
had been approved and received. This 
allows logger sports to take place on the 
grounds, which is Crown land. Smith 
also said the Village’s tenure application 
for the grounds “sounds positive.”

• CAO Smith reported that public 
works has done some landscaping on 
Water Street and dust control on Vimy 
Park Ring Road. He said a sign has been 
posted on a garbage receptacle on Water 
Street indicating the end of the sidewalk 
and potential slope hazard, to satisfy the 
Municipal Insurance Agency of BC.

• Council agreed to look at minimum 
lot sizes and regulations for legal non-
conforming properties at an upcoming 
Committee of the Whole meeting.

• The sandwich board application 
of the new Outdoor Adventure shop 
was approved.

• Kaslo’s waterfront parks will soon 
be clearly under the jurisdiction of the 
Village of Kaslo. This clarity will allow 
for parks planning and consultation 
work to be done by the Village, with 
lines of jurisdiction and accountability 
clear for the Province and the public. 
There had been some confusion about 
the jurisdiction of the SS Moyie Beach 
Park, as it began as an RDCK park. 
Sangita Sudan of the RDCK attended 
the May 3 Committee of the Whole 
meeting to explain necessary changes 
to both Village and RDCK bylaws 
to place the park clearly under the 
Village’s jurisdiction. The SS Moyie 
Beach Park, the waterfront trail from 
Kaslo Bay to Hwy 31, and the logger 
sports grounds (if and when long-term 
tenure is approved) will be included in 
the municipal parks regulation bylaw. 
Because Kaslo’s waterfront parks are 
important regional amenities, the RDCK 
contributes $10,000 per year to the 
Village to help with their maintenance.

• As recommended by the SEDS 
committee, council agreed to support 
in principle an energy scan to identify 
potential renewable energy projects. 
Councillors Glorioso and Holland voted 
against the motion. Glorioso said she 
was opposed because of a point made by 
Holland in committee – that a renewable 

energy project is not on council’s list of 
priorities and council should be more 
strategic about its activities. Councillor 
Lang pointed out that this motion was 
for agreement in principle only, and that 
more details, including the costs, would 
be known at the next SEDS committee 
meeting, when the Community Energy 
Association would present the energy 
scan project proposal.

• Councillors Lang and Knoll 
reported on the AKBLG (Association 
of Kootenay Boundary Local 
Governments) conference. The two 
big topics were baby boomer and 
marijuana issues. Aging baby boomers 
are creating a need for seniors housing 
and health care workers. Lang said 
Golden Life Ventures out of Fruitvale 
has built several assisted living facilities 
and is the fifth largest employer in the 
Kootenays. He also said a problem faced 
by boomers is the difficulty finding 
buyers for their businesses. Knoll said 
that marijuana laws are in a “grey area” 
at the moment, until the new federal 
legislation is introduced next year. 
He said municipalities are tolerating 
marijuana dispensaries that are operating 
without business licences at this point, 
and that the City of Nelson would like 
to see a municipal tax on marijuana with 
the new legislation.

Knoll added that the resolution 
regarding excessive motorcycle noise 
was defeated at the conference.

submitted
Every writer benefits from feedback, 

especially when it comes from someone 
accomplished in the craft. This year, 
10 writers will receive one-on-one 
critiques with Elephant Mountain 
Literary Festival’s 2016 writer-in-
residence Caroline Adderson. The 
Holley Rubinsky Memorial Blue Pencil 
Sessions run July 7 and 8 at the Nelson 
Public Library.

Writer and teacher Holley Rubinsky 
passed away in 2015. An award-winning 
author, Rubinsky was a mover and 
shaker in her beloved community of 
Kaslo where she mentored, encouraged 
and cajoled the very best from the writers 
who sought her guidance. Her generous 
bequest allows Elephant Mountain 
Literary Festival to offer these ‘blue 
pencil’ sessions with a senior writer for 
a nominal fee.

Adderson is the author of four 
novels and two story collections, 
including A History of Forgetting, Sitting 
Practice, and Ellen in Pieces, as well as a 
number of novels for young readers. She 
wrote the screenplay for the film Tokyo 
Cowboy, which stars Nelson’s Cultural 
Ambassador Hiromoto Ida.

Critique sessions offered at Literary Festival
Her work has received numerous 

national and international prize 
nominations. A two-time Ethel Wilson 
Fiction Prize and three-time CBC 
Literary Award winner, Caroline was also 
the recipient of the 2006 Marian Engel 
Award for mid-career achievement.

As an advisor, Adderson critiques 
fiction, creative nonfiction, writing for 
children, and screenwriting. In addition 
to the Blue Pencil Sessions there will be 
a free public talk on the writing craft on 
Wednesday, July 6 at 8 pm at the Nelson 
Library.

Registration opens May 16, and 
places will be awarded on a first come, 
first served basis. Registered writers are 
asked to submit a project description and 
up to 2,500 words in advance, which is 
followed up with a 40-minute one-on-
one discussion.

The fifth annual Elephant Mountain 
Literary Festival runs July 7 – 10 in 
Nelson. This year’s featured presenters 
include Caroline Adderson, J.B. 
McKinnon, Bill Richardson, Briony 
Penn, Richard Cannings, Grant Lawrence, 
and Jill Barber. For information, course 
registration, and event tickets go to www.
emlfestival.com.

On April 17 Lardeau Valley Community Club hosted 125 guests at the 27th Annual Seniors 
Appreciation Dinner. A big thank you to Columbia Power, the generous community support of 

donations, and dedicated volunteers for making this worthwhile event possible.
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by Jan McMurray
With Michael Franti and 

Spearhead headlining the Kaslo 
Jazz Festival again this year, 
organizers are arranging for extra 
campsites in the village. When 
the same band headlined in 2006, 
there were not enough camping 
and accommodations options to 
accommodate the crowd, and 

Overflow campgrounds arranged for Kaslo Jazz Fest
people were camping illegally on 
the beach and elsewhere in town. 
At the May 10 council meeting, the 
society was given the go-ahead for 
the use of Village-owned land for 
four overflow campgrounds during 
the festival. 

Overflow campgrounds will be 
located at the Kaslo Riding Club 
grounds, Village land near the 

riding arena, the arena parking lot 
(for RVs), and ‘Lovers’ (the three-
acre parcel west of the public works 
yard that has been made available 
to the Kaslo Housing Society). 
Council agreed to the request from 
the Kaslo Jazz Etc. Festival for the 
use of Village land for four overflow 
campgrounds during the festival.

Executive Director Paul 

Hinrichs and society board director 
Jeremy Behn attended the council 
meeting to present the proposal 
to council. Hinrichs said both the 
municipal campground and the 
campground in Kaslo Bay have 
already been fully booked for the 
Jazz Fest weekend, and inquiries 
about other camping options are 
coming in to the festival office. 

The Kaslo Jazz Etc. Society will 
manage the overflow campgrounds. 
The Kaslo Riding Club will assist 
in managing the campground 
on the riding club grounds, and 
the Kaslo Housing Society will 
assist in managing the ‘Lovers’ 
campground. These two societies 
will each be given the net proceeds 
from the campground they manage. 

The society will provide 
portapotties and hand sanitizing 
stations at each campground. 
No fires will be allowed in the 

overflow campgrounds. Festival 
representatives have spoken to the 
fire chief, and have confirmed with 
the society’s insurance company 
that the campgrounds are covered 
under the existing policy. Overnight 
security at the campgrounds will be 
provided by the security company 
hired for the festival.

The society will run two shuttle 
buses this year, with one servicing 
the overflow campgrounds. 
The Jazz Etc. Society will be 
approaching residents of Arena 
Road who may be inconvenienced 
by the campgrounds to discuss any 
concerns they may have.

Council also agreed to refer 
this information to the Sustainable 
Economic Development Select 
Committee (SEDS), to consider 
the development of another 
campground in Kaslo on a more 
permanent basis.

submitted
Five years ago several residents 

of Kaslo got together around the 
idea of a Kaslo and West Kootenay 
celebration of Asian Canadian 
Heritage Month. We all enjoy spring 
celebrations, and perhaps more so 
when they bring the possibility of 
expanding one’s understanding of 
neighbours and cultures that are 
growing more significant in our lives 
– and especially when the culture 
includes food. From its first year this 
event has been extremely successful, 
and this May the Langham continues 
its new tradition with the author 
Red Pine and an exhibition of Asian 
masks. 

Friday May 27 from 7 – 8:30 
pm, the highly acclaimed translator 
of Chinese poetry and travel writer 
Red Pine (Bill Porter) will read some 
of his favourite poetry and excerpts 
from his latest book, Finding Them 
Gone, a pilgrimage to the homes 
and resting places of more than 
40 famous Chinese poets. His 
considerable global following, 
including in China, are particularly 

Chinese poetry and Asian masks at the Langham 
attracted by his direct and pithy 
rendering of the poetry and an ability 
to express ancient sentiments and 
insights that also reflect and interpret 
our contemporary condition. In both 
his translations and travel writing we 
are treated to a deep knowledge of 
Chinese culture. After the reading, 
Asian desserts and teas will be 
served.

Saturday May 28, 10 – 11:30 
am, Red Pine will give a talk on the 
Heart Sutra. Since this text appeared 
1,500 years ago, it is chanted daily 
at Buddhist temples throughout 
East Asia. Wrapped inside its three 
dozen lines are the teachings of 
all major sects of Buddhism. Red 
Pine will explain its teachings line 
by line, with handout copies of the 
text for everyone to follow along. 
A luncheon of Asian food and teas 
will follow. Tickets for this Saturday 
event and lunch are $18. All other 
events are free.

Come a half-hour early either 
day and enjoy the exhibition of 
Asian masks in the Langham theatre. 
And on Saturday from 12:30 pm 

there will be an opportunity to 
further view the exhibition and take 
advantage of a panel discussion 
of the masks and the masking 
traditions of East and Southeast 
Asia. Exhibition guest curator is 
L.A. Cézanne Moss.

The celebration takes place in the 
Langham Cultural Centre, 4th Street, 
Kaslo. This is a rare opportunity 
to hear one of the world’s leading 
translators of Chinese poetry and a 
deeply informed commentator on 
China’s culture.

Some books by Red Pine/ Bill 
Porter: From Temple Walls, The 
Collected Poems of Big Shield & Pick 
Up; Road To Heaven, Encounters 
With Chinese Hermits; Guide To 
Capturing A Plum Blossom by Sung 
Po-jen; Lao-tzu’s Taoteching; The 
Collected Songs of Cold Mountain; 
Poems of the Masters, China’s 
Classic Anthology of T’ang and 
Sung Dynasty Verse; Zen Baggage, 
A Pilgrimage To China; Finding 
Them Gone: Visiting China’s Poets 
Of The Past; The Silk Road: Taking 
the Bus to Pakistan.

submitted by Randy Morris
This is going to be the easiest 

review I’ve ever written. The recent 
JV Humphries student performance 
of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night 
was astonishing. Brilliant. Funny. 
Surprising. It was, hands down, the 
best play I’ve seen at the school in 
the last decade. Which happens to 
be how long I’ve been attending 
them. Seriously, five minutes after 
the curtain raised, I’d forgotten I was 
sitting in a gym-like school theatre 
watching a bunch of kids. They had 
me. 

If you missed it, trust me – big 
mistake. This is the Bard, after all. 
We’re talking the greatest writer in 
the history of the English language. A 
talking raven on a Front Street rooftop 
croaking lines like, “Be not afraid of 
greatness. Some are born great, some 
achieve greatness, and others have 
greatness thrust upon them,” would 
make you sit up and take notice. 

Never mind a bunch of talented 
young people throwing lines like 
that at you like McDavid firing 
pucks at a hapless Canucks goalie. 
Director Jill Holland’s re-worked 
script retained all the play’s juicy 
bits, giving her young actors and 
actresses every opportunity to shine 
(and shine they did). Choreographer 
Lynette Lightfoot’s fantastic dance 
routines perfectly complemented 
and enhanced the action on stage, 
set designer Paul Van Deursen’s 
work was, as always, stellar, and 
the Steampunk-influenced costumes 

Student performance of Twelfth Night was astonishing
seemed custom-suited (no pun 
intended) for the play’s tone.

In short, the whole thing totally 
rocked. 

There were so many high points, 
I’d have to buy a couple pages of the 
publication you’re reading to fit them 
all in. But here are a few tidbits.

The dancers were fantastic. The 
girls. The boys. All of them. Amazing. 
Shona McDougall pulled off Olivia, 
Lady of Illyria, with aplomb. 
Christopher Embery-Cullen as Lady 
Olivia’s Fool was astonishing. The 
kid has a look, a presence, a charisma 
that makes you think you’ve seen him 
in the movies. Which is where, with 
that face and all that obvious talent he 
should consider heading. 

Brooke Robertson was a sweet and 
saucy success as shifty maidservant to 
Olivia, Maria, the perfect foil for the 
hilarious antics of her partners in 
prank, Sir Toby Belch (well played 
by Naia Shine) and – in a wonderful 
turn by the uber-talented Ethan Early, 
the hopelessly foppish Sir Andrew 
Aguecheek. Ah, but I’m saving the 
best (did I mention the entire cast was 
great?) for last. My personal favourite 
was the star turn delivered by Sam 
Cuell as the emotionally constipated 
Malvolio, Olivia’s manservant. In a 
bravura Addams Family-gone-all-
Globe Theatre performance, Sam stole 
the show for this audience member. 
I’d love to see him, Christopher, and 
Ethan in a three-man show. Anyone 
out there have Seth Rogen on your 
speed dial?

It’s so cool the kids got to hoof 
it down to the Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival on the heels of their 
performance to take in…Twelfth 
Night. I’m glad I didn’t go. I’m afraid 
after last week’s JVH extravaganza 
I would have found it…lacking. 
Foolish of me, I know. But then, 
“Better a witty fool, than a foolish 
wit.” 

9

GENERAL OUTLINE - Reporting to the Arena/Parks Assistant 
Manager, the successful applicant must be responsible, hard working, 
able to work independently, and have an aptitude for equipment operation. 
The employment period is from May through to the end of August.  Work 
duties will include grounds maintenance and janitorial tasks. Previous 
experience in grounds maintenance is desirable. 
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:

• Valid Class 5 Driver’s Licence;
• Ability to follow instructions, observe safety, and follow policy 

regulations.

RATE OF PAY AND COMPENSATION - As per the Collective 
Agreement, rate of pay will be $11.65/hr.

Please forward your resume no later than 3:00 p.m., May 30, 2016 to the 
Village of Nakusp– Box 280, Nakusp BC V0G 1R0, 91 1st Street NW.  
E-mail twelsh@nakusp.com.  The Village thanks all who apply, however 
only those chosen for interviews will be contacted.

Dated May 9, 2016
Village of Nakusp

VILLAGE OF NAKUSP
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

SUMMER STUDENT
(1 Position available)

2016 Lucerne Grads would like to invite you 
to our ceremonies on June 4th, 2016 

1:00 pm at the Lucerne School gymnasium
We would like to thank those of you 

that have supported us throughout the years 
and would be honoured to celebrate our 

accomplishments with you!
Tea to follow ceremonies

COMMUNITY

OIL TANK REMOVAL SERVICES
CERTIFIED AND INSURED

Underground / In Basement / Above 
Ground

NEW REGAL TANK SALES
Call 250-355-0088 

           Kootenay Furnace Ltd.

Support the 
Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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Saddle Mountain Medical Clinic in Nakusp is seeking a FT 
Medical Office Assistant. Tasks include: customer service, 
medical office administration, reception, electronic filing, 
referrals, and accounting. 
Qualifications: 
• Excellent communication and computer skills
• Superb organizational skills, accuracy and attention to detail
• The ability to work independently, under pressure, multi-task 

and set priorities 
The successful applicant will have a friendly, professional 
manner, be reliable and able to work with minimal supervision. 
Although training will be provided for the right person, 
preference will be given to those with education and or 
experience.

Please send resume and cover letter to sadmtnmc@netidea.
com. Only those chosen for an interview will be contacted.

Root & Branch Harvest is hiring a: 
PROGRAM COORDINATOR

~Connect growers who have surplus food with volunteer harvesters and 
share among growers, volunteers and community groups~

Location: Nakusp & area

Hours: approximately 20 hours/week

Duration: Late June to mid-October 2016 (seasonal position 
annually)

Coordinator will:
• Be able to work flexible hours
• Possess excellent organizational and computer skills
• Demonstrate well developed communication skills; orally and 

in writing
• Have access to a  reliable vehicle at all times
• Use own computer and cell phone
• Be able to work productively in a unstructured environment

Financial compensation to be negotiated.

To request a detailed job description, please email: 
rootandbranchharvest@gmail.com

Submit resume and cover letter to:
L.  Kendall   Box 225, Nakusp BC V0G 1R0 or,

rootandbranchharvest@gmail.com

Closing date for applications is May 31, 2016

Root & Branch Harvest thanks all who apply, however only 
those chosen for interviews will be contacted.

by Katrine Campbell
The Nakusp and Area Community 

Trails Society held its annual general 
meeting May 2 in Nakusp, with 
24 people in attendance including 
representatives from two New Denver 
area trail groups.

Aside from the annual election of 
directors, the most important items on 
the agenda were a special resolution 
to revise the bylaws under Schedule 
B of the Society Act, Part 6: 37, and 
a change to the mission statement. 

The resolution on the bylaws was 
to delete the phrase “Decisions will be 
made by consensus, not by majority 
vote” and replace it with “Questions 

arising at a meeting of directors 
or committee of directors must be 
decided by a majority of votes.”

This proposal, of course, had to 
be passed by consensus. There were 
a number of changes suggested, 
and in the end members agreed on: 
“Decisions will be made by majority 
vote of members present.” The 
change will be sent to BC Registry 
Services and will come into effect 
when it is approved.

A revised version of the mission 
statement was passed at a directors’ 
meeting, then entered into the minutes 
of the AGM. The original said the 
society would encourage and support 

the use of the trail system, develop 
new trails and maintain existing ones.

Two paragraphs were added: 
“Environmental, trail terrain and 
bordering private property owner 
considerations will determine design 
and use of all trails. Trail terrain 
considerations will include: slope, 
moisture, safety and if trail bed 
surface can support specific uses.

“Where appropriate, multiple 
uses of trails will be supported.”

Elections for directors and the 
executive were held. The people at 
the meeting were told that nominees 
didn’t have to be hikers – they only 
had to care about the community and 
make sure the board was going in the 
right direction.

Three people were re-elected 
as directors until 2018: Karen 
Marshall, Erika Momeyer and 
Jerry VanImmerzeel; three others 
were newly elected until 2018: 
Brian Meyer, Bill Sones and Cedra 
Eichenauer. Barb Chwachka, Bianca 
Neidhardt and Ashley Pendree are 
the other three directors, whose terms 
expire in 2017.

By acclamation, Chwachka 
was returned as chair, Marshall as 
secretary and Neidhardt as treasurer. 
Pendree joins them as the vice-chair.

Membership: there are 50 people 
on the distribution list; 20 are paid 
up members. Annual cost was left 
unchanged at $10 for a single, $15 for 
a family. The money goes to general 
operating costs.

At the end of the AGM, the 
society held its sole regular meeting 
of the year. Chwachka reported 
on the old Saddle Mountain fire 
lookout. The renovations done last 
year have not been finished, as the 
ministry couldn’t find money in their 
budget. The society applied for a CBT 
Recreation Infrastructure grant but 
was unsuccessful. The rest of the work 
– installing an outhouse and signage 
with the lookout’s history – is on hold.

The society asked the Village 
to look after the wrap-around trail 
encircling Nakusp. Since some 
of the trail is on Crown land, the 
Village would have to partner with the 
ministry, and that hasn’t been done.

“We’ve had no co-operation, no 
help, no encouragement” from the 
Village, Chwachka said.

Last year, the cross-country/
snowshoe trail in the hot springs 
valley was named after the late Peter 
Roulston, who helped build it. The 
society has been looking after it on 
an informal basis and has now put in 
a partnership application to formalize 
their work. 

Nakusp Trails Society revises mission statement and voting rules at AGM

submitted
Eighteen job seekers across the 

province will gain valuable work 
experience and contribute to the 
success of five local festivals, sports 
and community events, thanks 
to almost $110,000 in provincial 
funding from the Community and 
Employer Partnerships program.

Nakusp Medieval Days has 
received $31,465 to provide three 
people from the area with 23 
weeks of work experience and 
skills enhancement. Participants 
will learn about event planning 
and  produc t ion ,  inc lud ing 
administration, marketing and 
project management. They will also 
complete a certification program 
to increase their skills in graphic 

Job seekers, festivals and events benefit from funding
design. The festival, which runs 
July 23-24, attracted more than 
1,800 participants last year and 
provided important economic 
impacts for the community and 
the region, which is increasingly 
focused on tourism as a key sector.

“Our Job Creation Partnership 
is an integral part, not only of 
our planning efforts, but also for 
the long-term community plan of 
creating jobs and opportunity for 
skill development,” says Nakusp 
Medieval Society president Daniel 
Abraham. “We are thrilled to be 
a part of that process and look 
forward to positive outcomes for our 
participants and our community.”

Taghum Hall, a community 
space in Nelson, will receive 

$16,814. One person will receive 23 
weeks of work experience and skills 
enhancement in administration, 
research  and  p lanning  for 
community events and programs. 
Taghum Hall has recently re-
opened after a large renovation 
project and the participant will help 
revitalize the space by conducting 
a community survey and creating a 
plan for recurring seasonal events 
to be held at the hall.

Job Creation Partnerships are 

part of the Employment Program 
of BC’s Community and Employer 
Partnerships, which fund projects 
that increase employability and 
share labour market information.

The Community and Employer 
Partnerships program provides more 
support to people who are struggling 
to gain a foothold in the job market. 
It helps build stronger partnerships 
with industry and labour to connect 
British Columbians with classroom 
and on-the-job training, while 

making it easier for employers to 
hire the skilled workers they need, 
when and where they need them.

To date, more than 1,000 
job seekers benefi ted from 
work experience and more than 
200 projects have been funded 
throughout the province.

Job seekers and employers can 
contact their local WorkBC Centre 
for more information on eligibility 
and application processes for Job 
Creation Partnerships.
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Thursday May 19th:
7:00 pm:  Mr. May Days pageant @ Bosun Hall

Friday May 20th:
7:00 pm: Naming of Mr. May Days @ Bosun Hall

9:00 pm - 12:00 am: Teen Dance @ youth centre. $4 suggested 
donation

Saturday May 21st: 
8:00 am: Fish Derby. $25.00 register with centennial park 

campsite attendant. Sponsored by Iron Peak Logging and 
Mountainberry

10:00 am - 4:00 pm: Silvery Slocan Museum open with 
members available to answer historical questions.

10:30 am - 11:30 am: SLGC Golf Tournament. Sponsored by 
Reitmeier Logging and Silverton Building Supplies

8:00 pm: Movie Night @ Bosun Hall

Sunday May 22nd:  
 7:30 am - 10:00 am: Pancake Breakfast – Hosted by Chamber 

of Commerce

10:00 am - 1:00 pm: Free ice cream @ What’s In Store. Enter 
to win raffle 

10:00 am: Soap Box registration. $5 entry includes a hot dog 
and drink.

10:30 am: Soap Box Derby. Hosted by New Denver Volunteer 
Fire Dept. For more info contact Jessica Bernhof at 250-
551-0988

11:00 am - 5:00 pm: Hot and cold booth

12:00 pm - 8:00 pm: Bavarian Gardens

12:00 pm: 15th Annual Thomlinson Bocce Tournament. 
$28.00 per team to register. Contact Eva Shandro at 250-
551-5258

12:30 pm: Baking Contest. Bread, Pie, Cookies drop off @ silent 
auction tent. Sponsored by New Market Foods

1:00 pm: Beach Volleyball Tournament. $20.00 per team. 
Mixed 4vs4. Register with Abbey McMillan at 250-505-
6239

5:00 pm: Pulled Pork BBQ. $15/person tickets available @ New 
Market, Mountainberry, and Frenchies

7:00 pm: Bingo at the Bosun. Hosted by the Slocan Lake 
Arena Society

Monday May 23rd: 
Fish Derby, Bocce and Volleyball tournaments continue…

9:00 am: Parade line-up @ Lucerne School

9:00 am - 6:00 pm: Hot and Cold Booth

10:00 am: Parade begins. Lucerne to park

10:00 am: Artisan and Garden Market. 

10:30 am: Crowning of Mr. May Days, May Days 2016 Awards 
and Citizen of the year

11:00 am - 3:00 pm: Silent Auction. Please claim your items 
at 3:15. Contact Chris at 250-358-2212

12:00 pm - 6:00 pm: Bavarian Gardens

12:00 pm: Kids Races

12:30 pm: Treasure in the Hay Stack. Sponsored by Iron Peak 
Logging

1:00 pm: Games of chance, fish pond, bouncy castle

1:00 pm: Cribbage Tournament. $10.00 entry fee. For more 
info contact Sean at 250-358-2266

1:00 pm: “Table for two” table decorating competition. $5 
entry fee. For more info contact Rhonda at 250-358-7162 
or Bouillet@direct.ca

3:00 pm: Adult Races

4:00 pm: Duck Race Finale

New Denver May Days
2016

The ONLY dogs allowed in Centennial 
Park over the weekend are Hot Dogs!!

New Denver 
Community Pharmacy
Enjoy New Denver May Days!

Beginning May 26th –
Summer Hours 

Open Monday - Friday  10-5 pm
Serving New Denver & Kaslo

309 Sixth Ave. (beside Rory’s)

250-358-2500  
myNDCP@gmail.com

by Jan McMurray
Come to New Denver for the May 

long weekend to join the family fun of 
May Days, a long-standing tradition in 
the village.

The weekend always kicks off 
with another long-standing tradition 
– the royalty’s pageant on Thursday 
evening, followed by the naming on 
Friday evening. The sole ambassador 
candidate this year is River Fantuz, and 
his entourage consists of the flower girl, 
Jasmin Schuff. Both events start at 7 pm 
at Bosun Hall.

The teen dance will be held at 
the Outlet Youth Centre from 9 pm to 
midnight on Friday night, by donation 
(suggested $4).

The annual May Days fish derby 
gets underway at 8 am on Saturday 
morning, with final weigh-in at noon on 
Monday. Fishers can register with the 
Centennial Park campground attendants 
for $25.

Take a step back into the past at 
the Silvery Slocan Museum on New 
Denver’s main street, open 10 am - 4 pm 
on Saturday. Members of the historical 
society will be on hand to show you 
around and answer any questions.

Golfers will want to be up at the golf 
course on Saturday for the May Days 
tournament 10:30-11:30 am.

Saturday night’s entertainment will 
be Movie Night at Bosun Hall, starting 
at 8 pm.

A delicious pancake breakfast in 
the park awaits you Sunday morning, 
7:30-10 am. Fortify yourself for the day’s 
activities: the soapbox derby, the annual 
Thomlinson bocce tournament, the 
baking contest, and the beach volleyball 
tournament!

Come celebrate May Days in New Denver May 19 - 23
Soapbox derby registration starts at 

10 am and gets underway at 10:30. Entry 
fee of $5 includes a hot dog and drink, 
and What’s in Store offers free ice cream 
from 10 am to 1 pm.

The Thomlinson bocce tournament, 
named after the first official fire chief in 
New Denver, starts at noon and continues 
through Monday.

Baking contestants are to drop off 
their pie, cookies and bread at the silent 
auction tent at 12:30 pm.

Volleyball, anyone? The beach 
volleyball tournament starts up at 1 pm.

The hot and cold booth is open 

from 11 am to 5 pm on Saturday, and 
the Bavarian Gardens open at noon. A 
pulled pork barbecue will be on offer 
for $15 per person at 5 pm at the park. 
Tickets available at New Market Foods, 
Mountainberry Foods, and Frenchie’s 
Burger Stand.

Bingo at the Bosun starts at 7 pm on 
Saturday evening.

The highlight of the weekend for 
many is the May Days Parade, starting at 
Lucerne School at 10 am and finishing at 
the park, where a full day of fun awaits. 

At 10:30 am, don’t miss the 
crowning of Mr. May Day, the Citizen 

Spring Riding Season is 
upon us!

Bring your bike in for a 
tune-up

Wilds of  
Canada Cycle
415-6th Avenue
New Denver, BC

of the Year Award, and the May Days 
awards presentations. The kids races start 
at noon, with the ever popular Treasure 
in the Haystack at 12:30 pm. The games 
of chance, fish pond and Bouncey Castle 
open at 1 pm. Adults can get in on the 
fun at 3 pm when the adult races get 
underway.

Monday will also see a cribbage 

tournament and a table decorating 
competition, both starting at 1 pm.

The hot and cold booth will be open 
9 am - 6 pm, and the Bavarian Garden 
will be open noon - 6 pm.

Shop at the artisan and garden 
market, and check out the silent auction 
(11 am - 3 pm). Silent auction items are 
to be claimed at 3:15 pm.

New Denver’s 2016 ambassador candidate River Fantuz, and flower girl Jasmin Schuff.
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Come have a GAS at 
New Denver’s Annual
May Days • May 20-23
GLACIER VIEW 

SERVICE
Hwy 6,

New Denver

358-2445

May Days means that 
barbecue season is upon us!
Stop by for all your barbecue supplies - 

meats, vegetables, sauces, etc.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shop@newmarketfoods.com

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Raven’s
Nest

Welcome to New Denver 
May Days!

Main St. • New Denver

Highway 6, New Denver
250-358-7717

Welcome to 
New Denver for 
May Days 2016! Wishing everyone 

a happy May Days 
Weekend!

We’re closed Sunday and 
Monday

Go to Centennial Park
Support the community!

FREE ISLAND FARMS ICE CREAM 
on Saturday, 10 am - 1 pm 

Enter to win raffle

May Days
Celebration!

Over 
$500 

in prizes

100% Local And 
Proud of It

Thank-you New Denver
250-358-2592

submitted
Your first question will likely be, 

‘What is Steampunk?’ 
Steampunk combines the old 

and the new.
“Steampunk is a bunch of stuff 

people do that’s vaguely inspired by 
mad science in a world that bears 
some sort of resemblance to the 
Victorian era.” (Jeff Mach)

Steampunk is original. The 
‘punk’ in ‘Steampunk’ comes from 
going against convention through 
creativity, and the declaration of 
one’s individuality through costume, 
style, gadgets, or attitude. 

Kaslo May Days introduces Kaslo Steampunk
Steampunk is creative. Many 

Steampunks will take bland items, 
and transform them into items that 
maintain the original functionality, 
yet are adorned with rich woods and 
brass, dials and gauges.

“ T h e  r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s , 
craftsmanship, and inventiveness 
of the people in this valley make it 
an ideal location for a Steampunk 
event,” said Donna Cormie, one of 
the co-founders of Kaslo Steampunk. 

Part of the inspiration for Kaslo 
Steampunk is a small community in 
Cold River, Ontario which started 
a Steampunk festival seven years 

ago. The event took off and has 
since become an important tourist 
attraction and an inspiration for 
socio-economic development in the 
area. “We see Kaslo Steampunk as 
an opportunity to experiment with a 
new type of tourist destination event 
for the area,” said Cormie.

In other parts of North America, 
Steampunk is associated with the 
Mini-Maker Fair, which is a cross 
between a science fair and craft 
fair. Mini-Maker Fairs bring out 
craftsmanship and inventiveness 
that often people never knew were 
in their community. Cormie says 
future Kaslo events will include a 
Mini-Maker Fair. “This valley is 
dripping with resourcefulness – 
people who tinker with things, and 
incredibly talented people. We think 
they deserve a showcase, and Kaslo 
Steampunk can provide that kind of 
platform.” 

Nestled in the incredible natural 
beauty of North Kootenay Lake, 
Kaslo is full of Victorian-style 
architecture and even has its own 
paddlewheeler, the Moyie. 

“The Victorian era is heavily 
associated with the advent of the 
industrial revolution, when steam 
was what petroleum is for us 
today – the power source behind 
an explosion in human ingenuity. 
Steampunk is a wonderful metaphor 
for the re-invention our society and 
communities need.”

There will  be two Kaslo 
Steampunk events this year. The 
first event is a variety show held at 
the Langham on Saturday evening, 
May 21. The event will feature 

accomplished local musicians, fire-
eating, the Busking Poet, belly 
dancing, and more. Doors 6:30 
pm, show 7-9 pm. Admission is by 
donation. There will be door prizes 
for audience members who come in 
costume. 

The second event is a community-
wide ‘Quest Game.’ This will begin 
on Sunday, May 22 at 9 am at the 
top of Front Street. ‘Quest Game’ 
is an immersive, experiential game 
designed to create fun learning 
experiences for people of all ages 
and backgrounds. People assume a 
character role, called an ‘archetype’ 
and join the adventure of completing 
quests and attaining ‘mastery’ of the 
archetypes. The game can be played 
for just a few hours or the entire day. 

Jaeden Woodland, the inventor 

of the game, said, “Think treasure 
hunt, scavenger hunt, and some role-
playing thrown in. The game is great 
family fun, but people of all sorts 
really get into this game.” 

This promises to be one of the 
most talked about events to occur in 
the valley this year. To participate, 
simply show up after 9 am on Sunday 
morning and join the fun. Admission 
is by donation. Game cards will be 
available at the variety show on 
Saturday night, or you can get your 
cards on the morning of the event. 
Costumes are encouraged but not 
necessary; there will be spot-prizes 
for costumes during the game. 

To get in on the fun, or find out 
more you can visit KasloSteamPunk.
com/ or visit our Facebook event 
page https://goo.gl/V05EiT

The Soap Box Derby at New Denver May Days, hosted by the New Denver Volunteer Fire 
Department, is always a big attraction for youngsters.

May Queen Elizabeth Sylvain (2016) Ryder Laybourne (page boy) and Elizabeth Rixon (flower 
girl) at the annual May Day Parade in New Denver.
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Welcomes you to 
Kaslo in May
Local produce

Cucumbers, tomatoes, 
eggplant, kale, spinach, 

Creston asparagus

Weekend hours
Fri 9-6
Sat 9-6

Sun 10-4
Mon closed 

Have a great 
weekend in Kaslo

353-2594

Serving Kaslo & Area for over 75 years

HAVE A GREAT 
MAY DAYS 

2016

Kaslo Community Pharmacy
HAPPY MAY DAYS!
Serving Kaslo & Surrounding Areas

403 Front St.

250-353-2224
kaslopharm@gmail.com

Come 
celebrate 

May 
Days

KASLO LOGGER SPORTS
Saturday May 21st and 

Sunday May 22nd
Tree Climbing, Log Rolling, Axe 

Throwing and much more! 

Saturday - Novice and Intermediate Events 
Sunday - Open and Women’s Events 

Both days feature Canadian Championship Competition

11:00 am to 4:00 pm
Kaslo’s Vimy Park

sodasprings@netidea.com for more info

submitted
The Kaslo Logger Sports show 

on Saturday and Sunday of the 

Celebrity to compete at Kaslo Logger Sports 2016
May long weekend is always worth 
checking out, but this year, it’s 
absolutely a must see.

The documentary TV series 
‘Tougher than it Looks’ is coming 
to Kaslo and the star, Andrew 
Younghusband, will be competing 
in eight events at the logger 
sports show. Andrew should be a 
formidable competitor, as he has 
just set a Guinness Book of World 
Records for opening the most bottles 
of beer (23) in one minute with a 
chainsaw. And he’s going to show 
us how he does it!

Let’s all get out to the show to 
meet Andrew and his production 
crew – and you might just get your 
smiling face on national TV this fall.

Logger  Sports  is  run by 
volunteers and is sponsored by local 
businesses, groups and individuals. 
The 2016 show will be held on 
Saturday, May 21 and Sunday, May 
22, running from 11 am to 4 pm. Free 
admission.

For more information on how 
to compete at Kaslo Logger Sports 
or volunteer to help with the show, 
please contact Kathy Freeman 
at sodasprings@netidea.com or 
phone 1-250-353-2675.

submitted
Kaslo is preparing to host its 

annual May Days celebrations, May 
21– 23. Each year the village offers 
something a little different from the 
year before, but it always proves to 
be fun-filled, unique and memorable. 
This is an invitation to join in the 
festivities, a celebration of heritage 
with logger sports, May Pole dance 
and the parade.

Along with vendors selling 
everything from hula hoops to hot 
sauce to pillows there will be a great 
variety of food stands to satisfy even 
the pickiest of eaters. Live music will 
keep you entertained throughout the 
day at the park’s gazebo. 

The school’s Parent Advisory 
Council is organizing a silent auction 
as a fundraiser for new playground 
equipment. The auction choices are 
seemingly endless, from one-of-a-
kind art to locally written books, from 
handmade soaps to unique gift ideas. 
Many services to bid on include 
plumbing, landscaping, massage, 
fitness classes, car maintenance 
and even a romantic dinner for 
two cooked by Betty Gutierrez of 
Taqueria El Corazon. 

There are golf passes, ski passes 
and accommodation. Some of the 
items up for bid were created by 
artists who do not sell their creations, 
so this is your one chance to own a 
piece of their collection.

So, pack your sunscreen and get 

ready to check out the hot rods at the 
19th annual Show ’n’ Shine, watch 
the horse show, cheer for the loggers 
and eat some delicious Mexican, 
Indian or authentic Canadian foods. 
Then, when the sun goes down, 
enjoy live music performances at the 
Blue Belle Bistro or the Kaslo Hotel.

Stay for the day or all weekend 
long. It’s worth the drive to Kaslo.

May Days: Kaslo offers lots to do
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Mounties in red serge lead the Kaslo Parade.
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by Jan McMurray
Passmore Volunteer Fire Department 

members were recognized and celebrated 
on May 3 at the fire hall.

The members did a short march 
around the room to start off the event. 
Fire Chief Gord Ihlen thanked three 
retiring members for their service: Lance 
Hall, Grant Harding, and Dave Halliday. 
Hall served for 10 years, and spent 
the last year as an auxiliary member. 
Harding, “the grease behind the wheels,” 
has been maintaining the trucks, and is 

retiring after seven years. Halliday was 
a volunteer firefighter on the department 
for 16 years, and served as deputy chief 
for the last three.

Ihlen then announced four 
promotions. Peter Kabel was promoted 
to deputy chief, Bill Hillary to assistant 
chief, Mark Van Giessel to captain, and 
Krista Nenn to lieutenant.

Area H Director Walter Popoff took 
the floor. “I really want to show my 
appreciation to the firefighters here,” he 
said, acknowledging that they put their 

lives in danger when attending incidents. 
He also thanked the families of the fire 
department members for the sacrifices 
they make when the department is 
called out to protect the community. 
He congratulated the four officers who 
were promoted and the members who 

Long service awards presented to Passmore Fire Department members
were about to be recognized with long 
service awards.

Regional Chief Andrew Bellerby 
also thanked the members “for all you 
do” and pledged his help and support.

Chief Bellerby presented the 10-year 
medals to Krista Nenn, William Hillary, 

Derek Murphy, Denise LeMoyne 
deMartigny, Peggy Firth, and Lance 
Hall. The department also recognized 
members who have served for five years 
or more by presenting them with pins.

Ihlen has served for 17 years, the last 
ten years as chief.

Six Passmore Fire Department members were presented with 10-year service awards at a ceremony May 3: Peggy Firth, Asst. Chief Bill Hillary, 
Denise LeMoyne deMartigny, Lt. Krista Nenn, Lt. Derek Murphy, and Retiring Auxiliary Lt. Lance Hall.

submitted
The Slocan Valley Cultural 

Alliance has announced the lineup 
for Unity Music Festival 2016, July 
15-17 on the shores of Slocan Lake in 
Slocan City.

Featuring world-renowned artists 
and local talent alike, this year’s lineup 
is sure to please with an eclectic mix of 
world music, triphop, hiphop, electro 
house, Latin jazz, reggae, rockabilly, 
traditional funky blues and more. 

Coming to the beach in Slocan 
village are: The West African Summit, 
Freestylers (UK), Wilderness Crew 
(Vancouver), Adham Shaikh & the 
Outworld Orkestra, Moontricks, the 
Eisenhauers, Kytami, M3 & Gisto, 
Gabriel Palatchi (Argentina), Test 

Unity Festival announces 2016 lineup
Their Logik (Toronto), Buckman Coe 
(Vancouver), Bill Bourne (Edmonton), 
the Ronnie Hayward Trio, Intersect, Val 
Kilmer & The New Coke, Red Eyed 
Soul, Dazza, Lil’ Dave and the Big 
Blues Wave, Wolfpack, Al Woodman 
and more... See the full lineup and more 
info at www.unitymusicfestival.ca

This is a sweet family festival in 
a small mountain village. Early bird 
weekend tickets are $75 till June 15. 
Youth (13-17) and Senior (65+) tickets 

are only $50 for the weekend and 
Children (12 and under) are free.

Tickets are for sale online at www.
unitymusicfestival.ca and at Mountain 
Valley Station in Slocan, Gaia Tree in 
Winlaw, Packrat Annie’s in Nelson, and 
Evergreen Natural Foods in Crescent 
Valley.

Unity is still accepting volunteers 
(applications online or at Fullabeans 
Coffee Shop in Slocan), sponsorships, 
and craft vendors.

Unity Music Festival is a sweet family festival on the shores of Slocan Lake in Slocan. Early 
bird tickets on sale now for the July 15-17 event.
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by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• Fairbank Architects completed 

a building assessment for the curling 
club on April 26 and, as expected, the 
news is not good. As it stands now, 
the curling sheet area cannot be used 
until the Village knows the extent 
of the building rot and all structural 
damage has been repaired. The stand-
alone lobby/ lounge cannot be used 
until an adequate ventilation system is 
installed. Updating the building would 
cost $254,000 (give or take $30,000 
in contingency costs). CAO Michelle 
Gordon notes “This amount does not 
appear to include the cost of upgrading 
and removal of saturated insulation or 
repair of other unlisted deficiencies.” 
Deficiencies listed in fire and electrical 
inspections were not included as they 
were already listed in an earlier report. 
Fairbank estimates that it would cost 
$1,988,000 to replace the building. 
Council will schedule two special 
meetings: one to discuss the report with 
the curling club executive and building 

inspector, the other to discuss the report 
and future plans. 

• Council okayed Courtney and 
Russell Hulbert’s $30,000 offer to 
buy two Village-owned lots on Harold 
Street for their Ice Creek Lodge 
backcountry tourism business. There 
were no objections to the land sale after 
the Village made the proposal public, 
just one request for clarification on the 
zoning bylaw. The lots are allowed to 
have less than the minimum site area 
stipulated in the bylaw because lots 
“described on the official records on file 
in the Land Title Office on or before the 
effective date” of the zoning bylaw are 
“grandfathered.” The Village‘s lawyer 
will review the details before the CAO 
signs the sale agreement accepting 
the offer. Proceeds of the sale will be 
deposited into the Village Land Sale 
Reserve Fund.

• Council also gave the green light 
to Gail Morris’s proposal for a Saturday 
Market. The food and cultural event 
will be held every Saturday between 

June 4 and September 3 on the upper 
bench of Expo Park except on days 
the area has been previously reserved 
exclusively for other events.

• A letter from Denise Dufault 
asked about a boat washing station 
that she believed the Village had 
purchased but had not set up. CAO 
Michelle Gordon said Slocan had 
gotten quotes for one in 2012, but had 
decided to put off the purchase until 
2013, when Silverton and New Denver 
could provide feedback on their boat 
washing stations. There had been no 
follow-up in 2013. Council agreed to 
get updated information on the cost 
of a unit, installation, and power, and 
research where to locate the unit. 

• Mayor Jessica Lunn reported 
on a Community Energy Association 
project to seek grant funding to support 
a network of electric vehicle charging 
stations in the Kootenays. Lunn said, 
“Typically when someone charges their 
vehicle they stop for a couple of hours.” 
She said a station in Slocan would “pull 

people off the highway.” Staff was 
directed to look into getting an electric 
car charging station in the Village. 

Lunn described the School District 
#8 Facilities Planning Process as “very 
intense.” After a presentation from 
Slocan council, the board took WE 
Graham off the list of schools that 
might be closed. 

Lunn said at the AKBLG annual 
convention she had toured the Kimberly 
Sun Mine project, the largest solar 
project in BC. She called it “pretty 
incredible” and said it produces about 
the same amount of electricity as will 
Slocan’s proposed microhydro project.

• Council approved in principle a 
request from local filmmaker Jordan 
Norn to shoot night scenes on Slocan’s 
beachfront for a low-budget feature 
film.

• Council resolved to support 
a partnership with the Villages of 
Silverton and New Denver and RDCK 
Area H in the Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Strategy Project. New 
Denver will apply on the group’s behalf 
for a BC Rural Dividend grant to create 
a regional economic development 
strategy.

• Council gave final reading and 
adoption to the 5-Year Financial Plan 
Bylaw (2016-2020) and this year’s 
Annual Tax Rate Bylaw.

• Council had an in camera session 
at the end of the regular meeting. When 

the open meeting re-convened, council 
brought forward from in camera a 
letter of complaint regarding three 
issues: a medical marijuana operation 
in Slocan, excess travel trailers on 
a neighboring property, and animal 
control. The Village has had a file 
on the medical marijuana operation 
since the beginning of 2015. Staff 
has researched the matter, reviewed 
bylaws, and consulted with lawyers and 
the RCMP. The RCMP has advised that 
the facility is completely legal. Health 
Canada has approved and assigned 
the Slocan location under the federal 
government’s Personal Use License. 
This approval overrides Village zoning. 
The only way the Village can regulate 
the facility is through its Business 
Licensing Bylaw, including the Change 
of Use Permit. The Village has received 
a request for a Change of Use Permit 
and is processing it. After researching 
the issue, staff found many other local 
governments with residents upset about 
local medical marijuana facilities. 
Concerned residents may contact 
their MP.

As for the other complaints, staff 
is still investigating animal control 
and only one travel trailer may be used 
on a residential lot. Council resolved 
to allow the three travel trailers in 
contravention of the bylaw to remain on 
the property for an additional 14 days 
to allow time to find an alternate site.

Slocan council, May 9: Curling club building assessment completed
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by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Slocan council held its meeting 

to decide on CBT Community 
Initiatives grants on May 9. Mayor 
Jessica Lunn asked council to “help 
as many groups” as possible, saying 
that she “lost a bit of sleep” after 
last year’s allocations. In 2015, 
two-thirds of funds went to two 
groups and the remaining funds to 
five others. 

This year, the pot was a bit bigger 
– $34,419 – with requests totalling 
$47,674.20. In the end, grants were 
distributed to 13 groups.

As in past years, council debated 
the Slocan Valley Cultural Alliance 
request. This year, the request was 
for $4,900 to cover the cost of 
providing power and for electrician 
fees for the Unity Music Festival. 
The festival’s electricity bill is very 
high because there is no permanent 
power to the beach site and every 
year a temporary hookup must be 

Slocan council decides on Community Initiatives grants 
created. The temporary hookup is 
necessary because council does not 
want to pay for power poles to the 
site (estimated cost $30,000) until 
the Village has a waterfront plan. 
The waterfront plan is on hold until 
the Village knows what is going to 
be done with the former mill site and 
the CP land surrounding the Village 
beach.  

At the mayor’s suggestion, 
council held off making a decision 
on the Unity Fest grant until the end 
of the meeting. At that point, the 
music festival was allocated what 
remained in the pot: $3,419. This was 
quite a bit more than the $1,500 the 
group got last year.

The Slocan Valley Royal 
Canadian Legion asked for 
$15,000 to go towards a kitchen 
fire suppression system and kitchen 
cabinets. Mayor Lunn suggested 
that the Village only partially fund 
the request from the Community 

Initiatives Fund. She said the Village 
had budget funds that could top up 
the grant and also that the Village’s 
Financial Plan could be amended 
to allocate additional funds for the 
project. Council agreed and decided 
on $12,000 for the Legion. 

Slocan-based groups that were 
allocated full funding for their 
requests were: Slocan Valley Seniors 
Housing Society - $10,000; Slocan 
& District Technical Rescue Society 
- $2,000; Slocan Fitness Center - 
$1,800; Slocan Community Library 
- $1,300; and Slocan Valley Heritage 
Trail Society - $750.

Groups from farther afield 
that were granted partial funding 
were: Slocan Lake Stewardship 
Society - $1,000; White Pines 
Aikido Association - $750; Kootenay 
Animal Assistance Program - $750; 
BC SPCA Nelson Branch - $300; 
World Sign Communication Society - 
$250; and Health Arts Society - $100. 

submitted 
Touchstones Nelson Museum 

of Art and History will host the free 
opening event for Winlaw artist Lou 
Lynn’s Out of the Ordinary on June 
3, 7 to 9 pm, and an artist talk June 
23 at 7 pm, admission by donation. 

Lynn works with glass and 
bronze, re-interpreting tools and 
artifacts that once held a prominent 
place in industrial and domestic 
environments. Her credentials are 
extensive: she is an alumnus of the 
Pilchuck Glass School (founded by 
Dale Chihuly et al.), she has twice 
been nominated for the Governor 
General’s Award in Visual and Media 
Arts (Saidye Bronfman Award), in 
2010 she was inducted into the Royal 
Canadian Academy of Arts (RCA), 
and she has exhibited nationally and 
internationally since 1986. 

The most recent evidence of 
this legacy, Out of the Ordinary, 
combines the variables of a practice 
which has consistently raised the bar 
by bringing disparate and symbolic 
elements into unexpected symbioses.

Touchstones hosts sculptor Lou Lynn’s exhibit
To learn more about this artist go 

to loulynn.ca/artist.

A detail from Lou Lynn’s 2015 piece ‘Fastners’ in cast bronze.

The exhibition runs from June 
4 – August 21.

submitted
The Friends of Old Arrow Park 

say to mark your calendars now for 
the August 13 gathering at Old Arrow 
Park. “It’s time to gather your stories, 
pick out an artifact or photo to bring 
and enjoy a very relaxing time chatting 
with old friends, making new friends, 
and reminiscing,” says the Friends’ 
secretary Gale Detta.

“It’s now hard to imagine West 
Arrow Park and the other communities 
along the lake which were either 
flooded or displaced. People were 

August gathering at Old Arrow Park
forced out of land which was not 
affected. There are some houses re-
established along the lake, and only 
time will tell if it becomes built up 
again.”

The Friends’ AGM is at 4 pm 
August 13, followed by a potluck 
supper. Then the musicians start to play 
and people enjoy themselves visiting. 

“If you know anyone that would 
be interested in coming to this fun 
time invite them, or bring them along,” 
Detta adds. Ferry hours are extended 
until 11 pm on Saturday.
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NAKUSP 
FARMERS MARKET

Every Saturday from May 21 to October 8
5th Ave South of Broadway 

Under The Trees • 9 am - 2 pm
Info: manager.nfm@hotmail.com

Karen 778-206-0487

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

FOUND - a sweet young female adult cat.  She is short-haired 
with blue eyes.  If she is yours, call PALS for more information 
at 250-265-3792 or email info@pals-online.ca. If she is not 
claimed, she will go up for adoption.
THANK YOU!! P.A.L.S would like to say a heartfelt THANK 
YOU to all who supported our fundraiser by generously 
donating or buying plants at our Mother’s Day Plant Sale!! 
CONGRATULATIONS to Donna Parsons of Nakusp, the lucky 
winner of our $1000.00 Raffle!

submitted
Community Futures Central 

Kootenay has named Nakusp’s Ulli 
Mueller as its 2016 Volunteer of 
the Year.

Mueller has been a volunteer 
member of CFCK’s loans committee 
since 2005. In that role, she provides 
input on the dozens of loans approved 
each year in the Central Kootenay 
offices.

“We rely on community-minded 
people like Ulli to understand the 
impact a prospective loan might 
have in an area,” loans manager Don 
McCulloch explained.

Community Futures is not a 
formula lender, which means every 
loan application is assessed on its 
own merit. Of particular importance 
is evaluating whether a business 
venture will create and/or maintain 
jobs in a community and help to 

Ulli Mueller recognized as Community Futures volunteer
diversify the rural economy.

“Ulli is very invested in the 
community of Nakusp, and she has 
kept us informed on what’s going on 
there,” McCulloch added. “She has 
been a valuable asset over the past 
11 years and we want to thank her 
for her dedication, commitment and 
leadership.”

Mueller has lived in Nakusp for 
35 years. She is in her fourth term 
as a town councillor and volunteers 
with numerous community groups. 
She is also the Continuing Education 
Coordinator for Selkirk College 
Nakusp.

Community Futures Central 
Kootenay is a not-for-profit 
community economic development 
organization with offices in Nelson, 
Nakusp and Creston. Its services 
and tools are designed to help 
entrepreneurs and small business 

owners achieve their goals through 
business planning advice and 

loans, as well as self-employment 
assistance.

For more information, visit 
futures.bc.ca.

Longtime Community Futures volunteer Ulli Mueller holds her 2016 Volunteer of the Year certificate with staff members Andrea Wilkey, Val 
Radcliffe and Don McCulloch, and board director Frances Swan.

submitted
Anyone interested in the 

geological history of the area is 
invited to the Seniors Association 
in Nakusp on May 29 at 1 pm for 
a presentation by Lesley Anderton. 

‘The Geological History of 
the Slocan and Kootenay Basins’ 
reaches back millions of years, 
covering the formation of continents 
and, in particular, teaches about 
the various rock formations and 
mountains in the area. It explains 
what these rocks tell us about the 
history of the mountains, water and 
land formations. This presentation 
deepens our connection to this place 

Mountains, rocks and ancient history: a look at the region
and our knowledge of the landscape 
that surrounds us, supports our 
survival, and provides a significant 
portion of hydroelectric power to the 
rest of the province. 

Lesley Anderton grew up in 
Lancashire in the north of England 
where she came to love the outdoors. 
Having earned a BA (Hons) degree 
in Geology and Geography from 
Keele, she won a Commonwealth 

Scholarship to study at UBC. After 
completing her master’s degree 
she returned to work in England at 
Malham Tarn Field Centre in the 
Yorkshire Dales. 

In 1969 Anderton began her 
35-year career at Selkirk College, 
where she taught first- and second-
year geology and geography courses 
and developed the ‘Geology, 
Landforms and Soils’ course for 

renewable resources technology 
students. In addition she developed 
a first-year Environmental Science 
Course for non-science majors. 
In the summers she frequently 
worked on terrain analysis mapping 
with Dr. June Ryder, who wrote 
‘Geological Hazards of the Perry 
Ridge Benchlands’ citing her grave 
concerns about the potential effects 
of logging the Perry Ridge uplands. 

Anderton shares her love of 
the natural environment with non-
geologists and enjoys giving talks on 
local geology and leading field trips. 
As a much-loved geology instructor 
at Selkirk College her knowledge is 
extensive, and irreplaceable. 

Those attending this presentation 
are invited to bring their film 
equipment so it may be recorded for 
future reference. 

by Jan McMurray
• Lucerne School’s grades 7-9 

math class has been monitoring 
the solar system at the school. 
Students have found that the 
system has produced 68.29 kWh 
per day on average since December. 
On a number of days in the past 
few weeks, the daily electricity 
production has been over 200 kWh, 
which is equivalent to the energy 
needed to run 10-20 households.

• The subdivision process has 
started for the Fauquier School 
property. The plan is to subdivide 
the property into two lots – the one 
with the school on it to be sold to 
the community at a modest price, 
and the other to be sold at market 
value. BC Hydro has granted a 
sewer connection for the second 
lot, thanks to Area K Director 
Paul Peterson’s advocacy. The 
application for exclusion of the 
property from the Agricultural Land 
Reserve has been submitted.

•  T h e  L u c e r n e  S c h o o l 
principal position was declined 

School District 10: May 10 superintendent’s report
by the chosen candidate after 
the April 26 interviews of the 
three short-listed applicants. The 
job was re-posted, with a closing 
date of May 19. “Qualified and 
experienced principals are difficult 
to recruit across the province; 
compensation for principals in 

SD 10 is $10,000 less than in 
other Kootenay-Boundary districts 
or around the province, making 
recruitment more of an issue,” states 
the superintendent’s report.

•  Two cand ida tes  were 
interviewed for the Edgewood 
Elementary  vice-pr incipal / 

intermediate teacher position.
• Two new school buses were 

expected to be delivered soon. 
The district has had a rise in bus 
breakdowns this year, and is 
working to find solutions to the 
mechanical problems with the 
aging fleet.

The report in the May 4 edition 
of the Valley Voice, ‘School District 
10 Arrow Lakes, April 26: 2016-17 
budget adopted’ had some errors. 
The report indicated that $40,000 
has been budgeted for hands-on 
learning equipment and $45,600 
for a Kubota tractor. The 2016-
17 budget does not include any 
amounts in the operating budget 
for equipment. The 2015-16 budget 
included $140,000 for hands-on 
learning, fine arts, shop and outdoor 
education equipment and $45,600 
for a Kubota tractor. This equipment 
will be purchased in the 2015-16 
year.

Funding for the 2016-17 budget 
will be based on 438 full-time 
equivalents, not 438 students as 
reported. Full-time equivalents 
are calculated by the Ministry of 
Education based on the number of 
courses that a student takes at the 
grades 10-12 level and full-time 
K-9 students.

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o 
announcement of a salary increase 
of two percent for exempt staff on 
July 1 as reported. Principals and 
vice-principals received an increase 
of two percent on January 1 2016 
and two percent retroactive to July 
1, 2015. Salaries for all exempt 

CORRECTION – School District 10 budget
staff have been frozen since 2009. 
There has been no increase for other 

exempt staff as yet allowed by the 
Public Sector Employers’ Council.

submitted
After 105 years serving Burton 

and area, St. Andrew’s United Church 
is disbanding due to dwindling 
membership and low attendance.

A special service will be held 
May 29 at 2 pm to commemorate the 
church’s long history and its closing. 
Everyone is invited.

While congregants say they 
are heavy-hearted at the closure, 

St. Andrew’s in Burton closing its doors
they will attend services at another 
United Church. Membership can be 
transferred by contacting Gale Detta, 
but those who wish to leave their 
membership with St. Andrew’s can 
do so and still belong to the United 
Church of Canada. The original 
church building was built by 
volunteers in 1911 in old Burton; in 
the 1960s volunteers also built the 
newer one in present-day Burton. 

St. Andrews United Church in Burton is closing after 105 years.
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The Village of Nakusp is currently seeking two Hot Springs Cashier/
Attendants on a part-time basis for approximately 28 to 35 hours per 
week for days, evenings, and weekend shifts. Duties include superior 
customer service, electronic admissions and reservations, maintaining 
facility hygiene and cleanliness standards, monitoring aquatic activities, 
operating the concession, and janitor/labour work.

Minimum requirements are a High School Diploma, a Class 5 Drivers 
license, and a dependable vehicle.

Please forward your resume to the Village of Nakusp – Box 280, Nakusp, 
BC, V0G 1R0. E-mail twelsh@nakusp.com. Further information is 
available through the Village Office.

The Village thanks all who apply, however only those chosen for 
interviews will be contacted.

VILLAGE OF NAKUSP
JOB POSTING

HOT SPRINGS CASHIER/ATTENDANT
Casual Part-time

(2 Positions Available 28 to 35 Hrs Per Week)

Royal Canadian Legion 
#20 - Nakusp

Texas Hold’em
May 28th @ 7 PM
      Buy in-$50
Karaoke by Shirley
Starting at 9 PM

5230 Hwy 6 near Burton 
starting Sunday, May 22, from 1 pm - 5 pm 

& Monday, May 23 from 9 am – 4 pm 
Offers will be considered.

by Katrine Campbell 
• The Village of Nakusp was 

successful in getting $350,000 from the 
CBT Recreation Infrastructure Grants 
to go towards replacing the arena roof.

• The Village wants to borrow up 
to $425,000 for a water tender fire 
apparatus. Council directed the CAO 
to undertake an alternative approval 
process: if 10 percent (115) of electors 
pick up and return an elector response 
form disagreeing with the borrowing, 
it will go to referendum. Otherwise the 
Village will deem the borrowing has 
been approved.

• CAO Laurie Taylor reported on 
a number of outstanding actions staff 
is still working on. 

- There will be a meeting May 30 
re: grant applications for the biomass 
project analysis.

- Staff is sending out notices re: 
unsightly premises. 

- A review of the OCP/Zoning 
bylaw relating to the R5 zone will be 
done in conjunction with the review 
of downtown parking requirements.

- The subdivision bylaw is 21 years 
old and outdated. Taylor suggested it 
be put to tender for review, but as the 
estimated $30,000 cost is not in the 
budget, she offered to look into it and 
bring her findings to the next meeting.

• An amended development 
variance permit application from 
Shon’s Bike and Ski was approved. 

Nakusp council, May 9: Arena roof project approved for CBT funds
The shop scaled down its plans for 
expansion to a six-seat café/ snack 
service, reducing the number of 
required parking spaces from 20 to 
seven. Council agreed to allow the five 
existing stalls instead of seven. Plans 
for a residence/hostel on the upper 
floor and the licensed food service 
facility have been postponed.

• Council supported a request from 
the Canadian Vintage Motorcycle 
Group to host a Motogiro event on 
the Hot Springs Road, subject to two 
conditions: that the organizers work 
with Village staff to ensure there is 
adequate advertising to the public 
and suitable signage in place during 
the closure indicating the Hot Springs 
remain open; and that event advertising 
locally be reviewed and approved by 
the Village before printing. The ads 
must indicate that on September 18 
the road will be closed for 20-minute 
intervals and a pilot car will escort 
traffic.

• Council approved Sufferfest’s 
request for a road closure for the 
criterium event May 15 subject to the 
Village being named as additional 
insured on a $2 million insurance 
certificate.

• Council will allow the Nakusp 
Medieval Society to dump waste from 
porta-potties from the July Medieval 
Festival into the wastewater treatment 
plant lagoon, free of charge. 

• Mayor Hamling asked council 
to approve sending a letter to Telus 
asking for upgrades to its service; some 
people just outside the boundaries are 
still on dial-up internet service. “It’s 
time we started making noise,” she 
said. Zeleznik suggested asking Telus 
to provide cell coverage at the ferry 
landings, too; Hamling said that would 
be done in a separate letter. 

• Nakusp is one of 73 communities 
selected for the provincial rollout of 
the Community Paramedic Initiative. 
This will provide support care and 
a more stable paramedic presence 
for emergency response in rural and 
remote communities.

• The forecasts for lake levels have 
improved; BC Hydro is expecting a 
peak of 1,438 feet in early July and 
expects it to remain above 1,430 feet 
through Labour Day. There will be an 
Operations Update Open House on 
June 15 in Nakusp.

• Mayor Karen Hamling reported 
on RDCK business. 

May 15-21 is Local Government 
Awareness week. Public Works will 
take the grade 8 class on a watershed 
tour. May 20 from 2 to 4 pm is coffee 
day; the public is invited to drop in and 
visit with staff and councillors.

The dog control contract was 
signed for Nakusp and Area K and the 
base rate of $1,000 raised to $1,500.

Director Leah Main will represent 
RDCK and stand for re-election to 
the BC Caucus at the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities meeting in 
Edmonton in June.

The board passed a resolution to 
support the private member’s bill in the 
BC Legislature to amend the Worker’s 
Compensation Act to recognize post 
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) as 
a presumed workplace injury for first 
responders.

• Councillor Mueller submitted 
her activity report. A new doctor 
starts work in Nakusp August 15. The 
doctor’s house, funded through the 
hospital foundation and health care 
auxiliary thrift shop, will be made 
ready.

- The library board met April 21 
and will issue a 2017 calendar, ‘A 
Reader’s Landscape’ to raise funds. 
The library’s website has details on 
photo submissions.

- She attended the AKBLG AGM; 

she was impressed by “excellent 
sessions… especially the legal 
sessions on not providing assistance 
to businesses.”

- Common Agenda CBT pilot 
project: meetings of the Community 
Deve lopmen t  and  Economic 
Development committees have 
continued; on May 11 both will share 
what they’ve learned, and move 
forward.

- The Better at Home one-year pilot 
project was extended. This provincially 
funded project identifies what non-
health services seniors require to 
allow them to say in their homes. 
The steering committee identified 
transportation, light housekeeping and 
maintenance. 

- The ALFA Guild’s plans for 
Artwalk are progressing; the opening 

event will be at Selkirk College on 
June 24, 7 pm.

• Council received the Village of 
Nakusp draft 2015 audited financial 
statements. The CAO noted the 
auditors were there for two days 
and commended Treasurer Rhonda 
Bouillet for the work she did. There is 
a deficit in the general operating fund 
of $17,217; a deficit of $25,363 in the 
sewer utility operating fund; and a 
surplus in the water utility operating 
fund of $26,209.

• Council reviewed and approved 
NACFOR’s 2015 financial statements; 
the Village is the sole shareholder of 
the community forest. 

• Council reconsidered and gave 
final adoption to Financial Plan 2016-
2020 Bylaw 658, 2016 and Tax Rates 
Bylaw 659, 2016.

submitted
Come join sister choirs Harmony 

and Buncha Divas for a gala evening 
of music and fun on Saturday, June 
11 at 7:30 pm at the Bonnington in 
Nakusp. Tickets are available at Bon 
Marche.

The choirs are sisters in more 
ways than one. Simone Josephson 
in Harmony and Lynette Parent 
in Buncha Divas are sisters – the 
daughters of Rosemarie and Milton 
Parent. 

Lynette’s daughter also sings in 
Buncha Divas, and her son will be 

Double treble: sister choirs come to Nakusp
playing flute.

Both choirs are self directed, and 
perform songs from many music 
genres – spirituals, ballads, show 
tunes, and more. They will sing four 
songs together and eight songs each.

Harmony performed in Nakusp in 
2000, and finally returns after 16 long 
years. Harmony is from Vancouver, 
and Buncha Divas is from Calgary.

“Our goal is to entertain you 
and we promise you will not be 
disappointed,” says Simone. “Come 
along with us on a journey through 
our varied repertoire.”

Harmony, with Simone Josephson on the far left, bottom row.

Buncha Divas, with Lynette Parent, second from the left.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

COMMUNITY

WHATCHA OTTER KNOW
Otters are an elusive species which are 
both aquatic and terrestrial. They have been 
spotted in Slocan Lake (i.e. Silverton Marina 
and Rosebery lakeshore). An ongoing river 
otter survey of the Slocan River found that 
the majority of their diet consists of fish, with 
suckers being the majority by far (approx. 
70%). This was determined by analyzing 
their scat.

slocanlakess.com

by Dan Rixon
• Council has agreed to a student 

demonstration project on Silverton 
Creek, proposed by Lucerne teacher 
Sydney Fredrickson, environmental 
educator Marcy Mahr, and students 
Molly Fry and Charlotte Farrell. The 
group is planning planting days June 
1 and 2 along the creek bank in the 
Fingland Cabin area.

• Chief Financial Officer Colin 
McClure presented the 2016-2020 
financial plan, which was discussed 
and adopted by council. The objectives 
are to maximize grant funding for 
infrastructure and service upgrades, 
whilst maintaining the current tax 
distribution with exemptions for not-
for-profit organizations that benefit the 
community. The annual tax rate bylaw 
was approved and adopted by council.

• The consolidated financial 
statement for the village was also 
presented by CFO McClure. The 
statement indicates that the village 
will be debt free by the end of 2016. 
Despite having recently purchased a 
lawnmower and trailer for the public 
works department, council will be 
looking at leasing options for future 

Silverton council, May 10: Five-year financial plan adopted
equipment in a continuing drive to 
keep the Village finances strong.

• Council passed a resolution to 
support the Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Strategy project, and 
discussed the joint application to the 
BC Rural Dividend program to be 
made by the Village of New Denver 
on behalf of the communities in the 
Slocan Valley. The objective is to 
hire a qualified consultant and a local 
liaison officer to create and deliver 
an economic strategy for the valley.

• The Village will apply for 
funding through the Columbia Basin 

Trust Recreation program for new 
play equipment for the Village park. 
A proposal for equipment valued 
at $109,062 was approved. The 
grant application is due in July. The 
program provides funding support for 
up to 70% of a project.  

• Councillor Bell called attention 
to National Tourism Week, May 29-
June 4, to highlight the benefits that 
18 million overnight visitors to BC 
bring each year and to encourage 
communities to show support for their 
tourism infrastructure and staff. 

• Quarterly crime statistics for 

the Slocan Lake RCMP detachment 
were released and indicate a drop in 
violent crimes from the same period 
last year from five to one. However, 
thefts through break and entry and 
from motor vehicles have increased.

• The Village renewed its 
agreement to support the New 
Denver Royalty Committee and have 
donated Silverton pins for the Royalty 
Ambassadors to exchange.

•  Counc i l l o r  Leah  Ma in 
was endorsed for candidacy for 
re-election to the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities and spoke 

of her commitment to protecting local 
transport feeder routes in her work on 
the West Kootenay Transit Committee 
of the RDCK/ RDKB.

• Investigation of damage to the 
tennis court confirmed the primary 
cause as tree root growth.  Repairs and 
remedial work are due to be carried 
out this summer at a cost of $15,000. 
CAO Darrell Garceau also announced 
the reopening of the public toilets 
and the near completion of repairs 
to the counters at the campground.  
However, the replacement swing has 
been lost in transit.

by Katrine Campbell
The badly clogged, silted-up 

entrance to the marina in New 
Denver might get cleaned out this 
summer, but only if the provincial 
authorities can issue a permit faster 
than the usual three to four months.

The delay is due to a difference 
in interpretation of Ministry 
of Environment regulations: is 
removing silt from the entrance 
‘routine maintenance,’ which only 
requires notifying the ministry of 
your intentions, or ‘dredging,’ which 
requires a permit?

The marina in New Denver 
is on Crown land, leased to the 
Village of New Denver. The facility 
is maintained by the Slocan Lake 
Boating Association.

The association asked the Village 
in September 2015 to apply for 
a permit to conduct maintenance 
and improvements to the entrance. 
Council told staff to proceed with the 
application. In March, Commodore 
Ken Smith asked for permission for 
the association to apply, since the 
Village had yet to do so. Council 
said no; the Village holds the lease 
and is responsible for anything that 
happens on the land.

Smith says the plan is to use 

Clogged marina a headache for boaters and New Denver council
a vacuum truck to suck up the silt 
and deposit it on dry land well away 
from the water, with regulation silt 
curtains in place at both ends of 
the channel to prevent any material 
from moving into the lake. Since 
dredging involves floating a device 
on a platform and scooping up the 
mud, Smith says, and the SLBA isn’t 
proposing to do that, the operation is 
routine maintenance, not dredging. 

Several years ago the SLBA 
replaced the docks after it filed 
documents with the ministry and 
the federal Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans, with Village support. 
This time, Smith says, they expected 
the same support and he “supplied 
a draft of what I thought was the 
appropriate request, along with 
supporting documents.”

CAO Bruce Woodbury disagrees 
with Smith’s assessment of routine 

maintenance. He talked to the 
province and was told a permit is 
needed for doing physical work 
within a body of water. 

“The ministry wants much more 
information on what they’re going to 
do and how they will do it to prevent 
siltation from fouling fish-bearing 
waters.”

The application hasn’t gone 
in yet, he says, because “it has 
taken a little bit of time to draft an 
application that the ministry would 
be supportive of.”

As to the length of time it took 
to start working on the application, 
Woodbury says the document 
the SLBA had prepared was a 
notification, not a permit application. 

“ T h e y  h a d  d i f f i c u l t y 
understanding [what was required] 
was not a notification; it took them 
some months to understand it was 

more complicated.”
Getting approval to do something 

is urgent, as there is a very narrow 
window for work to take place on the 
lake – between July 16 and August 
31. In the fall, the fish are spawning. 
In the spring, the egg sacs are ready 
to hatch. 

The association asked to appear 
as a delegation at a regular council 
meeting. 

“We wrote to the mayor and 
council on April 20, provided a 
summary of what had gone on to date, 
and clearly drew the distinction for 
him [Woodbury] and ourselves over 
whether it should be a notification or 
application.”

The letter precipitated a special 
meeting of council, scheduled for 
the morning of May 16, so the 
association and the CAO and council 
can discuss the problem. 

by Katrine Campbell
Abuse of older adults is a serious 

problem in Canada. Preventing the 
physical, emotional and financial 
abuse of seniors is critical to their 
wellbeing and that of the community 
as a whole. 

There are several ways to get help, 
for yourself or someone else. Do you 
know an older adult you think may 
be experiencing abuse or neglect? 
It is often neighbours, friends and 
family members who first see the 
warning signs but don’t know what 
to do about it.

In Nelson, contact the Nelson & 
Area Elder Abuse Prevention Resource 
Centre. You can drop in any Wednesday 
from noon to 2 pm; or call 250-352-
6008, email preventeldRabuse@
sbdemail.com or visit their website at 
nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.

A program called ‘It’s Not Right! 
Neighbours, Friends and Families for 
Older Adults’ has been developed to 
educate and engage all Canadians 
on the issue of older adult abuse 
and neglect. Sandi McCreight is 
Seniors Services Coordinator for 
SOS - Seniors Outreach & Support 
program, part of the Castlegar Better 
At Home program.

“We want to teach everyone to 
recognize warning signs and risk 
factors and to learn small practical 
steps that can add up to a big 
difference in someone’s life and in 
our communities,” she says. “There 
are little things that everyone can 
do to help. You are powerful – most 
people just don’t know it! Together we 

Elder abuse: is it happening near you?
can create the society where we feel 
respected, valued, safe and supported 
throughout our lives.”

McCreight has been travelling 
around the region making presentations 
on It’s Not Right, some of them public 
events, some for service providers 
and volunteers. The Community 
Response Network, which facilitates 
the program, works to create safe, 
healthy and inclusive communities.

“I offer the presentations to any 
groups across the West Kootenay/ 
Boundary interested in preventing 
abuse by learning how to react, who to 
connect with, how to open the door to 
conversation etc.  This is an excellent 
tool for any senior or persons working 
with seniors. 

“Another program I offer, with 
more in-depth learning about the 
subject is called the Gatekeeper 
training program. Gatekeeper covers 
more about the types of abuse and the 
signs and symptoms and includes a 
manual for each participant.

“The increase in elder abuse cases, 
mostly financial, is the sad part. The 
great part is that people are coming 
forward for help and information. 
Seniors, and their support people, are 
wanting more information on elder 
abuse. Being proactive, learning 
about it so we can, together, make a 
difference.”

McCreight can be contacted at 
soscastlegar@hotmail.com or at 250-
365-2104, ext. 23. 

by Jan McMurray
New Denve r  r e s i den t  A l 

Richardson’s wood sculptures will be 
on display at the Hidden Garden Gallery 
on the May Days long weekend, Friday 
through Monday, 10-3. On Saturday 
night, everyone is invited to the gallery 
for a Chinese dinner buffet and open 
mic by donation, 6-10 pm.

Al has been working with wood for 
at least 10 years, and has been doing 
wood sculpture for the last three. 

“The wood speaks to me and that’s 
how the sculpture is created,” he says. 
“I don’t really carve – I bring the wood 
to life.”

Al uses sandpaper, leather, a 
toothbrush, and a knife tip to create 

Wood sculpture by Al Richardson 
at the Hidden Garden for May Days

his sculptures, and treats them in bear 
fat and beeswax. “I use no electrical or 
modern tools. It’s going back the old 
way,” he said.

All the wood comes from local 
waterways – the Arrow Lakes, Trout 
Lake, Kootenay Lake, Duncan Lake 
and Slocan Lake. 

At least 16 pieces will be on 
display, and some will be for sale at 
the May Days show. 

This is Al’s second show. At 
his first show on the Easter long 
weekend in March, also at the Hidden 
Garden Gallery, Al says he was very 
encouraged by the positive response. 
“It’s been a labour of love for the last 
few years. I love doing it.”
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

CARD OF THANKS

– New Clients Welcome –

COMING EVENTS

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED ADS

Ballroom Dance in the Kootenays
by Fran Wallis, Bronze Assoc. DIVDA
Group & Private 
classes for teens & adults
Wedding Preparation Packages
    «Plan for your special day» 
franwallis@redmtn.ca or 250-358-2448

LARRY’S REPAIR
513 PARK AVE., SLOCAN
(formerly SLOCAN AUTO)

250-355-2632

CLEANING

We do automotive from A - Z
It’s spring, time to service your lawn 

mower - Ken Hart can help
8845 Hwy 31 • Shutty Bench • 250-353-2800

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.

THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be 
your own boss with help from the Self 
Employment program at Community 
Futures! Through this program you will 
receive business plan instruction and 
ongoing business training and coaching 
while you start your business. And if 
you’re eligible you will usually also receive 
financial support for the first year. To learn 
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
PROFESSIONAL CUSTOM PICTURE 
FRAMING equipment and inventory 
for sale. Everything needed to open up 
a business. Was $10,000.00 reduced 

$5,000.00. Located in Silverton, BC. 
For pictures and inventory, email lee@
silvertonbuilding.ca 

S L O C A N  VA L L E Y T H R E A D S 
GUILD thanks everyone who donated or 
participated to make Yard & Yardage 2016 
a record-breaking success!
THANK YOU to our sponsors and to the 
wonderful audience who came out for the 
radio show and contributed $1205 to the 
Refugee Coalition!

SAILING LESSONS/TOURS at Slocan 
Village Beach - Every Sunday & Monday 
mid June-Sept. $60 Per - Teens and Adults. 
Kootenay Catamaran, info - skroby1@
yahoo.com. Cdn Yachting Certification 
available.
JANE LEWIS Basketry Donation Sale - 
10 am-noon, Saturday, May 28, 2016 at the 
Threads Guild Hall. For sale by donation: 
baskets, materials, tools, and other basketry 
supplies. Proceeds to West Kootenay 
Women’s Association, per Janie’s request. 
Although not for sale, a Private Collection 
of Jane’s and others’ work will also be on 
display. Invite your basket-making buddies! 

JANE LEWIS Celebration of Life 
- 2:30-4:30 pm, Saturday, May 28, 
2016, at the Threads Guild Hall. We 
will enjoy photos, a memorial recording 
from members of Janie’s Gabriola choir, 
a Quaker period of silence, memories, 
singing, and light refreshments following. 
If you cannot attend, but want to share, 
please feel free to send some words to be 
read at the Celebration. For information 
or contributions, email kootenaykia(at)
gmail(dot)com. How to get there: The 
Slocan Valley Threads Guild Hall is an old 
school house located south of Lemon Creek, 
north of Winlaw, at the junction of Perry’s 
Back Road and Hwy 6, at the long straight 
stretch, at Appledale, BC.
NAKUSP SKI CLUB Association AGM 
- Wednesday, May 25, 7:00 pm, Nakusp 
Secondary School.
WHOLE SCHOOL SATURDAY 
MARKET: Saturdays from July 2-Sept 
5, The Whole School (5614 Highway 6, 
Winlaw) will host a farmer’s market plus 
concession from 10-2. Interested vendors 
contact Emily at 250-448-2628 or Josée 
at 250-226-7737 or email wholeschool@
gmail.com.

ANA BOKSTROM will be sharing her new 
work ‘LifeFORMS’ at the Hidden Garden 
Gallery in New Denver May 27-June 1. These 
abstract, wall mounted sculptures of clay were 
created using a completely new technique 
developed with a grant from CKCA.
CHIAROSCURO PHOTOGRAPHIC 
GALLERY celebrates 20 years of Fine Art 
Photography by Patrizia Menton. A special 
selection of images will be on display for 
this occasion throughout the season. Now 
Open! 123 Reiben Rd.  Hills – 250-358-
2569 www.patriziamenton.com
OUR SALE’S ‘IN-TENTS’! – May Day 
long weekend sidewalk sale at Still Eagle 
in Nelson. Look for our big sail on Baker 
at Ward. Save all weekend on sustainable 
fashions and eco products. 30%-70% off in 
our tent – on the corner of Baker at Ward. 
Friday, Saturday, Monday 10-7. Sunday 
10-6. Rain or shine. Still Eagle.
SLOCAN VALLEY HERITAGE TRAIL 
SOCIETY AGM - Thursday June 2nd, 7 pm. 
Passmore Hall. New members registration 
begins at 6:45. Info? 1-888-683-SVRT
W E  G R A H A M  C O M M U N I T Y 
SERVICE Society Annual General 
Meeting. Saturday, June 4 from 2-4 pm. To 

be held at WE Graham Community School 
Library, 915 Harold St, Slocan.
BOOK LAUNCH - Honour our elder 
gardeners and farmers and the children 
who interviewed them for the book, The 
Talking Spade: Garden Lore from North 
Slocan Elders on Wed. May 25, 7 p.m., 
at Silverton Memorial Hall. Refreshments 
served, some from recipes in the book. A 
Healthy Community Society project.

FOR RENT IN SILVERTON - Spacious 
two bedroom suite with lake view, on main 
floor of duplex, 616 Hunter St. Quiet area, 
close to Cooper Beach. Covered porch, 
excellent wood stove, all facilities. $650 
per month - water & garbage included. 
N/S, N/P. Available July 1, 2016. Call Ernst 
Gerwig 403-762-5150 or 250-358-2283.
TWO-BEDROOM, 1100 SF GUEST 
CABIN with panoramic views of Slocan 
Lake and the Valhallas, for $120 per 
night. At 800m elevation, this solar home 
catches prevailing breezes to remain cool, 
and features walking trails on 26 acres, 
abutting crown land. Timbered interior, 
antique doors, concrete counters, porches 
front and back. Sleeps 3-5. Five-minute 
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HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

100% CANADIAN PREF. ALUM-OXIDE. ROAK-
MAPLE BISTRO/TAVERN 3 1/4” X 3/4” - $4.39/SF 
– MILL RUN $85 Sel BETTER. NORTH PLANK. 

RL. UP TO 7’ $5.49/SF PLT. – ENG IMPORT 
FROM $3.99/SF PLT. CORK 50+ CHOICES 

FROM $2.59 SF PLT. GLUE DOWN – BAMBOO, 
SLATE FROM $3.99/SF PLT – MOST IN STOCK 

AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC

250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION
            TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

Highland Creek 
Contracting

• Excavating • Dump truck • 
Premium garden soil • Lawn 

installation • Landscaping 
Call for an estimate 

Pete Schwartz
250-358-2199

cell: 250-505-4347
highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com

Yarns, Fabrics, Fibres
Open Wed-Sat 10:30 - 4:30 • 250-551-6509

sewmuchmoreyarn.com
Storefront, 304 6th Ave. • New Denver

LARRY the LAWN GUY
• Lawn care • Spring clean-up • Pruning 

• Odd jobs • Yard waste removal 
Call Larry “the lawn guy”

250-265-7281 • 250-358-7772
Serving Silverton to Nakusp & all points in between.

CLASSIFIED ADS

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-269-7280

BONDED Journeyman carpenter • Licenced (Canadian) 
Sub-contractor • Licenced (US) Contractor. 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silveridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

IN MEMORIAM

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

LOST

NOTICES

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

EPONA ENTERPRISES INC.
Meeting all your electrical 

needs with friendly 
professional service. 

Call Ed Kostuch at 250-265-8091

Merrifield 
Accounting+
Personal & Small 
Business TAXES
Daily Bookkeeping

(250) 505 9748
pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

GARDENING

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

FOR SALE

GARAGE SALES

HEALTH

HELP WANTED

SEWING

ACCOUNTING

THE BROKEN POT 
GARDEN CENTRE

Trees, shrubs, annuals, 
perennials, and edibles

10 km south of Kaslo • 4899 Hwy 31
Tues-Sat 9-5 • 250-353-7456

Nakusp Redi-Mix
serving the Kootenays since 1973

Concrete Supplier to the Hart Creek Bridge
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVE WEATHERHEAD
250-265-4311 (ph) 250-265-3468 (fax)

nakuspredimix@gmail.com

drive to Silverton and Slocan Lake, and ten 
to New Denver and all services. Call Marnie 
(250-469-3030) or Alan (250-505-2476). 
Available from June 1.
CABIN AT 217 ZACKS ROAD, Nakusp 
for rent. 1 bdrm, very quiet location. 
Minutes to town, lake, hospital. Suitable 
for 1 person. Call 250-265-1730

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals. 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.

GARAGE SALE May 21 - 9:00 am till 
3:00 pm. Spring clean-up, tools, electronics, 
reel lawn mowers, household items, too 
much to list. 215 Hume St. backyard.
MULTI-FAMILY SALE from 100 – 300 
block, 7th Ave. NW, Nakusp. Sat., May 21, 8 am 
- 4 pm. Tools, camping & fishing equipment, 
furniture, hospital bed, wheelchair and more.

ELVENDAL FARM’S GREEN HOUSE, 
Reibin Rd. in Hills is full with Starts.  Ready to 
be planted: varieties of Broccoli, Cauliflower, 
Kale, Cabbage, Chard, Onions, Leeks, mixed 
Lettuce, Tomatoes, Peppers, Eggplant, 
Cucumbers, Squashes, Melons, Marigolds, 
Asters and Zinnias, all custom grown right here, 
open most days. Call before you drive! ND May 
Days and Farmers’ markets. Order 358-2660.
THE BROKEN POT – Weird veggies, 
unique planters, annuals, perennials, trees 
and shrubs. We always have great gifts and 

advice. Mon. to Sat., 9-4:30. 4899 Hwy 31 
south of Kaslo.

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD 
JOURNEY: Monday 9-10:30 am; Thursday 
4-5:30 pm. Honour your body by reducing 
stress, building strength, flexibility and 
balance. Upper story of the fire hall in 
Silverton. Only 5 minutes from New 
Denver. Open to all levels. Come and share 
mindfulness and the exultation of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with 
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai 
massage for $50. Experience an ancient 
physiotherapy method for body/mind 
wellness. Available by appointment in the 
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel 
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/

SUMMER STUDENT position available 
at the Visitor Centre in New Denver for 
2016 season. Must be 15 before or on July 
1, 2016. Must be currently attending school 
and returning to school in the fall. Ideal 
candidate is friendly, outgoing, helpful and 
knowledgeable about the area’s amenities and 
attractions. The Visitor Centre is open from 
the May long weekend to Labour Day, 7 days 
a week in July and August and fewer hours 
in May and June. The student is expected to 
work 35-40 hours per week July and August. 
To apply send a resume and cover letter by 
June 20 to the Slocan District Chamber of 
Commerce, Box 448, New Denver, BC  V0G 
1S0 or email chamber@slocanlake.com.

POST SEC STUDENT REQUIRED 
FOR SUMMER WORK - Start date 
May 30, End date Sept 3. Inspirations 
by SANDERELLA is hiring a student to 
work full time at their funky, unique café 
boutique in New Denver in the position of 
barista/customer service. Pay is $14.00 per 
hour. Past experience in a café is a definite 
asset. Please apply by email to froy38@
hotmail.com.
SANDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
requires a student employee for the Sandon 
Museum. Eight weeks at 30 hours per week. 
$12.00 per hour wages plus holiday pay. 
Duties would be to assist regular employees 
in greeting visitors, some cleaning and 
keeping records as required. Resumes can 
be posted to Box 52, New Denver, BC V0G 
1S0 by June 17.
THE NEW DENVER MUSEUM is 
seeking a student for July and August to 
host visitors at our historic building. The 
successful applicant must have been a 
registered full-time student in the preceding 
year and intend to return to full-time studies 
in the fall. The age range is from 16 to 30. 
30 hours per week for eight weeks at $12 
per hour plus holiday pay. Hours to be 
negotiated. Applications must be received 
by June 20. Silvery Slocan Historical 
Society, Box 301, New Denver, BC  V0G 
1S0.

To our beautiful bright-eyed Amy Doiron
September 3, 1980 - May 21, 2015

Amy,
It is impossible to believe it has been a year 
without you in all of our lives. We miss you 
and your beautiful smile every single day. 
You are gone, but you will never, ever, be 
forgotten. Sweet Amy.
I’ll love you forever.
I’ll like you for always.
As long as I live, 
my baby you’ll be.
Loving you for ever and always, 
-Mom, Dad, Rosie, Cleo, and Persia xo

I –L- Y- E- W- W- C- H- Y-    xoxoxo 

LOST: SONY RX100 CAMERA in 
small black case between Lemon Creek 
Rest Area and Slocan. Sentimental value. 
If found, please call 250-231-2778.

FOR INFORMATION ON AA, NA, 
OA, ACOA OR ALANON MEETINGS 
contact in New Denver: 358-7904 or 358-
7158; Nakusp 265-4216; Kaslo 353-2658; 
Slocan 355-2805; South Slocan 226-7705; 
Playmor Junction 359-7310.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Open Monday - Saturday
10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Closed Sunday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: howard@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

It pays to 
advertise in the 

Valley Voice
Call 358-7218

SERVICES

WANTED

PETS

REAL ESTATE

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

HEALTH FOOD

ORGANIC PRODUCE • NATURAL 
MEDICINES • VITAMINS  • SUPPLEMENTS  

AND MORE

Rutabagas
Whole Foods Market

New Denver, BC  
316 Main Street
250-358-7900

FLOWERS
Fresh Floral Arrangements  

                   by Darlene
Green Acres Ventures

Weddings & Everyday Flowers
Delivery available 250-265-1379

email: greenacres@live.ca • www.greenacresnakusp.ca

Bill Lander 
Realtor®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-
352-6008 preventeldRabuse@sbdemail.
com / www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE – 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from home, 
no kennels, acres of fenced play area and river 
swims. Call now to book your dog’s vacation. 
1-250-448-6553, www.barknrollinn.com.
DOES YOUR DOG OR PUPPY frustrate 
you? Would you like to have the dog of your 
dreams? Would you like to confidently go 
anywhere with your dog? We can help. Go 
to www.proudofmydog.ca to find out how.

3 ONLY LOFTS FOR SALE in lovely 
New Denver: new high-quality build, 
spectacular views across to New Denver 
glacier and Valhalla Park, heated-slab 
with wireless thermostat, high efficiency 
fiberglass windows, propane fireplace-
ready, dedicated parking, 4 blocks to Slocan 
Lake. Lock and walk, hassle free. See 
Coldwell Banker listing.

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS 
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows, 
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the 
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We also 
have lots of wood and metal doors in 
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-
399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY  – Journeyman 
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus, 

Bell, Xplornet etc; antennas, boosters, home 
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James, 
250-226-7236, tjfworks.ca
L A N D L O R D S :  F O R G E T T H E 
HASSLE.  Peace of  Mind Rental 
Management will screen applicants, collect 
the rent, inspect at regular intervals, answer 
tenants’ emergency calls, and arrange for 
repairs. 15 years of experience as landlords 
of three properties. Put our knowledge to 
work for you! 358 area only. 250-358-2119 
or kaytrin@netidea.com.
SPRING SALE- Full Service Chimney 
Sweep - Call, text or email now to 
book before July 15 and get last year’s 
rate. WETT certified. 250-354-3489 or 
redpointchimney@gmail.com.

RUSTY VOLKSWAGON bus/van with 
split front windshield. Any information 
please call 403-527-4648.
TEACHING AND PRACTISE SPACE 
- Looking to rent a space in New Denver 
for piano lessons and rehearsal. About 15 
hours/week (TUE/WED/THU), much less/
nothing in JUN/JUL/AUG. Respectful, 
responsible and very tidy. Maybe a guest 
cabin, rental property? May consider 

sharing – ideas? Must be ground level-ish 
access for piano moving. Thanks. Kevin 
Heshedahl 250-551-6060

GLASS MOSAIC WITH RABI’A: Sat 
May 28, 9:00am-3:00pm, $110, Rabi’as 
studio, Winlaw. All materials included.
BIKE TOURING SERIES: Day trip 
with mini-workshops on bike touring. Sat 
May 28, 8:00am-4pm(ish),$35.
EDIBLE PLANT WALK: Sun May 29, 
10:00am-1:00pm, $40.
WILDERNESS 1ST AID: Basic – 
Fri evening/Sat &Sun, Jun 3-5, $225. 
Advanced- Fri evening/Sat &Sun, Jun 
10-12, $175. Call for more info.
TOTAL BODY CONDITIONING: 
Tues’s 5:30-6:30pm, May 10-June 21, 
Slocan Park Hall. $60 or $10 drop-in.

CLASSIFIED ADS

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.BC.CA

Arrow Lakes historical 
photos now online
submitted

The Arrow Lakes Historical Society 
website has an exciting new addition. 
A searchable database of the first 1,500 
of the society’s collection of more than 
20,000 historical photographs is now 
available for public viewing. An image 
search bar at the top of the website 
home page (alhs-archives.com) allows 
access to the photos. From Arrowhead 
to Edgewood, Saddle Mountain to St. 
Leon, or sack race to pack train, there’s 
something of interest to everyone.

Copies of photographs can be ordered 
from the historical society office, located 
in the addition to the Centennial Building, 
behind the library and museum. The 
office is open Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 10 am to 3 pm. The Arrow Lakes 
Historical Society acknowledges the 
support of Library and Archives Canada 
for the funding that made this project 
possible, through the Documentary 
Heritage Communities Program. 
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Land Act: Notice of Intention to Apply for a Disposition of Crown Land

Take notice that Sacred Rides Mountain Bike Holidays Inc. has applied to the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural 
Resource Operations (MFLNRO), Kootenay Region, for a Licence of Occupation for Adventure Tourism Mountain 
Biking purpose, situated on Provincial Crown land, circa Fernie, Revelstoke, Rossland, Invermere, Golden, and New 
Denver, BC, and containing 110.36 hectares more or less.

The Lands File for this application is 4405671.  Written comments concerning this application should be directed to 
Front Counter BC, 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC, V1C 7G1, or email to: AuthorizingAgency.Cranbrook@gov.
bc.ca  Comments will be received by MFLNRO up to June 15, 2016.  MFLNRO may not be able to consider com-
ments received after this date.

Please visit the website at http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/index.jsp > Search > Search by File Number: 
4405671 for more information.

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered part of the public record.  Access to these 
records requires a submission of a Freedom of Information (FOI) request.  Visit http://www.gov.bc.ca/freedomofin-
formation to learn more about FOI submissions.

submitted
Have you ever wanted to travel 

to a far-off village where a vibrant 
culture of traditional music and 
dance lives on, but where the locals 
welcome you to join in? There are 
places like that in the world. One of 
them is Argenta. Far off, but right 
here in the Kootenays.

“We call it a square dance,” 
says long-time Argenta resident Rik 
Valentine, “but it’s really a little-bit-
of-everything dance.”

Valentine happens to be talking 
about the Argenta Square Dance 
planned for May 28, but he could be 
talking about any dance in the last…
well, at least 60 years. 

“When I came to this valley 
in 1954, the dances were already 
happening. Dick Pollard, a newcomer 
and a teenager then, joined some old-
timers who played in schoolhouses 
around the valley. Let’s see…some 
names I remember are Doc Bessecker 
on the fiddle, and Ernie Alexander, 
who played a beat-up guitar. He had 
great rhythm...there was an old timer 
who actually made violins. 

“At first there were six pump-
up kerosene lamps in our one-
room school. Later there was a gas 
generator and some time during the 
night the gas would run out and the 
lights would go out, and that’s when 
you could sneak a little kiss from 

Argenta dances: a vibrant tradition continues
your girlfriend. People contributed 
refreshments. Musicians contributed 
on different instruments. Other 
people tried their hand at ‘calling’ 
the square dances, including my 
father who had learned some calls 
in Arizona.”

Certainly, the musicians and 
callers have changed over the years; 
all the earliest players are long dead. 
Dick Pollard moved to Victoria a 
few years ago, and Roger Luckey 
moved to Nelson’s North Shore — 
but they’ll both be back in Argenta 
for the dance on May 28, along with 
all the people who continue to play 
at these dances. So, at least 60 years 
later, Argenta people — and their 
friends — continue to dance.

Each evening’s dance does 
indeed include some square dances. 
Four couples form themselves into 
a square, and a caller first talks 
everyone through the steps then 
continues the instructions after the 
music starts.

At these Argenta dances, though, 
squares aren’t the only thing. There 
are scads of other traditional dances 
as well — traditional, that is, to 
Argenta. They could originally have 
come from anywhere: at almost 
every dance there’s a schottische 
(originally from Bohemia via 
Montreal, though the name is 
German for ‘Scottish’), and the Gay 

Gordons (from Scotland). There’s 
usually a French minuet (probably 
Canadian, certainly not a minuet) and 
a Virginia reel. Almost always, there 
are waltzes, jigs and a polka or two. 
Argenta’s particular twist is its own, 
traditional combination of dances 
and music.

Another Kootenay twist is that 
only maybe half the dancers actually 
know how to do the dance at any 
given time. All the other people 
learn on the spot, in hilarious bursts 
of laughter and energy. If the band 

plays, say, a Jesse polka, the few 
hearty souls who remember the 
dance will form a couple of lines on 
the dance floor. Within a few minutes 
the whole hall will be filled with 
radiating lines of dancers attempting 
to remember: Left forward! Right 
back! Right forward! Left forward! 
Left-dedada, right-dedada, left-
dedada, right-dedada . . . amid gales 
of laughter. Energetic. And fun.

Who goes to these dances? An 
amazing variety of types and ages. 
Lots of younger adults. Lots of kids. 

Middle-aged people. All are welcome. 
A few of the very oldest people just 
watch, but mostly, everyone dances.

The next Argenta ‘Square’ Dance 
is Saturday, May 28. The Lardeau 
Valley’s own expert Japanese chefs, 
Taka and Yukika, will offer food 
starting at 7 pm. The musicians this 
time will include Gail, Dick, Roger, 
Yvonne, Maggie, Richard, Eric and 
Sara; they start at 8 pm. Admission 
is $10 at the door for adults, $5 for 
youth and free for kids. The locals 
will welcome you!

Yvonne Boyd, one of the musicians at the May 28 dance in Argenta. 

PH
O

TO
 C

R
ED

IT
: L

O
U

IS
 B

O
C

KN
ER

, E
YE

 O
F 

TH
E 

M
IN

D
 P

H
O

TO
G

R
AP

H
Y



The Valley Voice   May 18, 201624 COMMUNITY

Joldhamfinehomes.com
“When you want it done right”

Specializing in New Home construction and sales
Renovations, garages, carports, shops and sheds   

(All your general contracting needs)

contact:  Jesse Oldham
jesseoldham@hotmail.com (250 551 2593)

Tai Chi 
Workshop

with Boon Loh & James Elser
June 1 & 2, 2016
9:00 am – 4:00 pm

Alliance Church, Nakusp
Cost $25/day (incl. Thurs. lunch)

Taoist Tai Chi experience is required
 For complete info call:
Fran 250.265.4123

Leslie 250.265.3325

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty, Nakusp, 
team would like to welcome Christina 
Harder from the Slocan Valley, who brings 
a lifetime of experience in sales and 
service.  Christina looks forward to es-
tablishing an honest relationship where 
she will work with you through the steps 
of selling your home or buying your dream 
property. Give her a call to discuss the 
current local market conditions and how 
she can help you achieve your real estate 
goals.  Phone:  250-226-7007 or email at 
christinaharder@royallepage.ca.

submitted
Whether you enjoy lawn bowling 

or golf, take to the backcountry on foot, 
skis or bike, or prefer to hit a tennis ball 

CBT announces round two of recreation grants
or pickle ball, dozens of expansions, 
improvements and new developments 
to the spaces that keep you moving are 
on their way. Thanks to Columbia Basin 

Trust’s Recreation Infrastructure Grants, 
42 projects around the region are getting 
more than $3.5 million in support.

The granting program’s next intake 
is now open. The deadline to apply is 
Monday, July 11, 2016. Learn more 
and download the guidelines at cbt.org/
recreationapply. 

The Trust announced the $9-million, 

three-year program in January 2016. 
It provides financial support to 
help communities and groups build 
new or upgrade existing recreation 
infrastructure. 

 “We’re pleased to provide grants to 
such a wide range of projects that will 
help people stay fit and enjoy where we 
live,” said Neil Muth, CBT President 

and CEO. “Supporting residents to lead 
active, healthy lifestyles is one of our 
strategic priorities, and developing the 
amenities that help them do so is an 
important step.”

One of the recipients is the Valhalla 
Hills Nordic Ski Club. It will construct 
three kilometres of cross-country ski 
trails for both classic and skate-skiing 
techniques, half-way between New 
Denver and Nakusp at Summit Lake.

“For many years we’ve run programs 
on private land and the Rail Trail in Hills, 
but we found we needed to offer more 
challenging terrain and be more easily 
accessible,” said Tim Sander, Club 
Secretary. “We’ve selected a location 
with good public access, normally deep 
snow, diverse terrain and outstanding 
scenery. The expanded network will 
provide an opportunity for all ages to 
engage in an outdoor winter activity that 
promotes healthful exercise, physical 
well-being and enhanced confidence.”

To go along with the winter trails, 
two others in New Denver received 
funding. The Village of New Denver 
will use its grant to connect existing trail 
networks to encourage non-motorized 
transportation and pedestrian movement 
between popular local recreation 
destinations.

The Valhalla Wilderness Society 
will build two new ‘ancient trees’ 
trails from existing access roads “so 
that people of all ages and abilities can 
access and safely view these beautiful 
interpretive sites.”

The Village of Nakusp will replace 
the arena roof at the Nakusp Sports 
Complex, “which serves as the primary 
recreation facility and large event space 
for communities in the Arrow Lakes and 
Slocan valleys.”

In Kaslo, the Kootenay Sufferfest 
Society received $7,180 to build a route 
on the 10-km traverse between Milford 
Peak and Mount Buchanan for beginner 
hikers, mountain bikers and snowshoers, 
as well as intermediate cross-country 
skiers.

School District #8 will get $82,900 
for the Kaslo school and community 
playground project at JV Humphries 
“allowing students and children in the 
community and surrounding areas to 
play and be active.”

The Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski Club will be constructing three kilometres of cross-country ski trails 
with support from the Trust’s Recreation Infrastructure Grants


