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by Jan McMurray
Closing Jewett School is not 

acceptable to the people in the Meadow 
Creek area north of Kaslo. Jewett School 
parents and community members 
packed the Lardeau Valley Hall on April 
7 to let the School District 8 board of 
education know why. 

The top scenario for Jewett School 
in the school district’s draft facilities plan 
is to close the school, move K-3 to the 
Lardeau Valley Hall, and bus the grades 
4-5 students to JV Humphries School in 
Kaslo. This scenario requires installing 
a portable on the hall grounds to create 
additional space for the school, moving 
the playground from the school to the 
hall property, and putting up fencing. 
The K-5 school has an enrolment of 
14 this year; some parents already send 
their kids to JV Humphries.

Parent Greg Underwood made a 
presentation on behalf of the parents 
and community. “There has been no 
consultation with the Lardeau Valley 
Hall board or the RDCK thus far. How 
are you arriving at the fact that it’s a good 
plan?” he asked. 

Underwood said a two-hour, 
100-kilometre round bus trip is not
appropriate for children under 10. He
also pointed out that the highway to
Kaslo is prone to avalanches and slides, 
making it very possible that children
could get stranded in Kaslo overnight.

Underwood said moving the school 
to the community hall creates many 
challenges that haven’t been considered. 
The hall is already well used; there is 
no space for Strong Start there; and 
the public campground on the property 

Jewett School closure proposal rejected by Lardeau Valley residents
poses security risks for children. There 
is also a five-year contract between the 
hall board and emergency services for 
the use of the grounds in the case of a 
wildfire or other emergency. “Forestry 
takes over the grounds when there’s a 
fire,” said one community member.

Adequate space for a portable 
was questioned, because of the septic 
field, campground, and geothermal 
infrastructure on the hall grounds. 
Jewett School’s Special Education 
Assistant also pointed out that special 
needs children need their own space at 
times, “so that’s another space we need 
to create here.”

Underwood concluded his 
presentation with this request to the 
board: “We need more information. We 
need a cost benefit analysis. We need 
the long-term costs associated with 
maintaining and operating Jewett. We 
would like to explore options to reduce 
costs. We’d like to explore partnerships 
to add revenue and utilize the underused 
capacity.”

SD 8 Secretary-Treasurer Kim 
Morris outlined the dollars and cents 
of closing the school. She said the 
closure would result in annual operating 
savings of $46,947, capital savings of 
$951,073, and would bring in revenue 
of $75,000 from its sale. The $951,073 
is an estimate of the cost of repairs the 
school will need over the coming years.

Probably the majority of people at 
the meeting were in favour of the status 
quo – keeping Jewett School open as a 
K-5 school. “How about you say you 
don’t need to save $46,000… and keep 
Jewett School in this rural area?” one 

man asked.
Other ideas included reducing the 

school week to four days to save some 
money, and selling the school building 
to the community. 

One community member suggested 
that the community buy the school 
building for $75,000, the amount the 
district figures it will bring in from 
the sale. Others offered variations on 
this idea: the community could buy 
the building and lease it to the school 
district; the school district could sell 
the building to the community for 
$1; the school district could retain 
ownership of the building and rent it to 
the community.

Morris explained that if the school 
district owns the building, CUPE staff 
would have to maintain it, but if the 

community owns the building, the 
community could maintain it. “The 
community owning the building seems 
like a win-win, so we want to explore 
that with you,” she said.

Another resident called the school 
closure “a death warrant for the 
community,” and asked for time. “Our 
community has been hit exceptionally 
hard economically… There is the 
potential for us to be back up to 50 
students. We need time for our economy 
to thrive again.”

Others agreed that the community 
has potential for growth, what with 
telecommuting and the high cost of 
living in big centres like Vancouver. It 
seems there is already a ‘baby boom’ 
in the community. The Strong Start 
educator reported that 20 children are 

enrolled at the centre this year, with five 
or six kindergartners entering Jewett 
School next year.

When asked what would happen 
if the school were sold and then there 
was a sudden increase in population, 
Morris said the school district would put 
forward a case to the ministry to rebuild.

The meeting ended with Area D 
Director Aimee Watson and Trustee 
Dawn Lang agreeing to work together 
on a solution.

The plan would be implemented 
over four years, and calls for negotiations 
with the Lardeau Valley Community 
Hall board in 2016-17, closure of Jewett 
School in 2017-18, and the disposal of 
the school in 2018-19.

Email facilities@sd8.bc.ca by April 
30 with comments on the plan.

Nakusp Rotarian Len Balogh accepts a glass of wine from Elena of Silver Sage Winery at the Rotary Club of Nakusp’s third annual Wine Festival on April 
9 at CMH-K2 Rotor Lodge. Sold out again this year, the festival showcased 13 wineries from Creston, Trail, Kamloops and the Okanagan, and Burton’s 

own Pomona Cider Mill. The event raised $8,700. Proceeds go to Rotary International’s PolioPlus and Nakusp Rotary’s waterfront lighting project.
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Season Kick-Off / Dry Land Training   
Sunday April 24, 2016
10:30 am to 12:00 pm

Centennial Park Gazebo 
 

BRING A LUNCH 
JOIN IN ON THE FUN

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 
Proud Grantee of

by Art Joyce
The goal of local food independence 

is at least one step closer, thanks to the 
work of the West Kootenay Permaculture 
Co-op Association (WKPC). At its 
April 10 AGM at the Vallican Whole, 
programs that will further this goal 
were announced, including a central 
Community Food Space that will expand 
from being a food bank to including 
education and support services for 
local growers. The WKPC will be 

West Kootenay Permaculture Co-op launches new programs
hosting a seminar on May 13-14 titled 
‘People, Planet and Profit: Tools and 
Principles for Farm Business,’ featuring 
permaculture expert Rob Avis. The co-op 
has also launched its first membership 
drive.  

Those who know the history of 
the West Kootenay may recall that a 
century ago we were exporting food to 
international markets via CP Rail, mostly 
apples and strawberries. The McDonald 
Jam Factory in Nelson once operated a 

thriving business with the majority of 
its fruit grown locally. Chinese market 
gardens kept residents well supplied 
with fresh, locally-grown vegetables. In 
the intervening century we became more 
and more reliant on food imports. Now 
no community here could get through 
an entire winter without shipments of 
vegetables from California or Mexico. 
But with the onset of climate change 
induced drought and wildfires, this 
supply chain could become steadily less 
reliable. Food costs are expected to soar. 

“The jam factory has been a key 
inspiration in the development of our 
community food space,” says WKPC 
chair Shanna Fidler. “Building our own 
‘jam factory’ here in Slocan is a real step 
forward for filling in some of the facility 
challenges our community has expressed 
a need for time and time again.”

Fidler says the board is in 
negotiations with the Village of Slocan 
and WE Graham Community Service 
Society to have the Community Food 
Space located there. Since merely 
dispensing food won’t solve local food 
system needs, Fidler says WKPC plans 
to “close the knowledge gap” through 
education and mentorship programming 
– from traditional food skills, nourishing 
families with healthy affordable meals 
to business development support and 
the incubation of new food businesses. 
A community kitchen would be integral 

to the centre, providing the only 
teaching kitchen in the valley. The 
Community Food Space could also 
double as an agritourism destination 
in the heart of the Slocan Valley at a 
central and walkable location. Part of 
its mission statement for the centre is 
to “create a legacy of good practice and 
ecologically net positive impacts.” That’s 
where permaculture comes in. Where 
conventional agriculture relies heavily 
on petrochemical-based fertilizers, 
leading to the steady degradation and 
erosion of soil, permaculture techniques 
work within natural cycles to build the 
diversity of both plant and microbial 
species. Permaculture recognizes the 
principle that in nature there is no such 
thing as ‘waste’ – everything is food 
for the next part of the cycle. It also 
works with local microclimates, rainfall 
patterns, soil conditions and plant 
species to create a self-reinforcing, self-
sustaining loop, eliminating the need to 
‘force’ the system through genetically 
modified organisms, pesticides or 
artificial fertilizers.  

“In conventional agriculture, what 
surplus is returned?” asks Fidler. “Toxic 
leaching ponds, horrific smells, high 
concentration of antibiotics, industrial 
waste and in turn sick populations. If 
instead we are growing nutrient-dense 
appropriate foods, picked at the peak 
of the harvest, we are building healthy 

people. There are many examples of food 
sharing, gleaning and recovery, while 
valuing ‘waste’ as fertility and returning 
that surplus into soil building.”

To that end, the WKPC has been 
fundraising to subsidize the cost of the 
permaculture workshops at their ‘People, 
Planet and Profit’ event. The Slocan 
Valley Legacy Fund has been a critical 
supporter of this initiative. At just $35, 
the seminar meets the need for affordable 
education tailored to the reality of our 
regional economy, where many live 
close to the poverty line and often can’t 
afford expensive workshops. There are 
plans for future permaculture food fairs 
and harvest festivals – watch this space 
for news of that this fall. Fidler says the 
co-op is building on international models 
such as One World, Everybody Eats to 
create local food security for everyone. 

“We need to get off the California 
model of feeding ourselves,” says Fidler. 
“We have a lot of aging gardeners and 
homesteaders here, and what we’d like 
to do is have more access to what they 
grow. Right now a lot of the excess is 
being composted or used as animal feed 
but we’d like to be able to use some of 
that. It’s small steps but we’re making 
those steps.” 

The co-op’s website is currently 
being rebuilt so for more information 
contact Fidler at 250-226-7744 or check 
Facebook.com/kootenayfood.  

The Big Airband Competition set for Saturday
by River Fantuz

The Big Airband/Lip Sync 
Competition is ready to rock and roll 
on Saturday, April 23 at the Silverton 
Memorial Hall.

The doors will be open at 6:30 pm 
on Saturday, April 23. Get there early 
for a good seat and goodies from the 
concession. Coffee, desserts, snacks, 
beer, wine and cider will be on sale at 
the concession starting at 6:30 pm. The 
competition begins at 7:30.

There will be acts in both the 
kids and adult categories, as well as 
performances by the event’s colourful 
emcee and producer, the Grande Dame 
of Ham (Norma Kilpatrick) and last 
year’s winners, the Four Shades of 
Grey. First, second and third place 
winners in each of the two categories 
win cash prizes, and the audience gets 
to choose an Audience Favourite as 
well.

Tickets are available for purchase 
from New Market Foods, Silverton 
Building Supplies, and Mountain 
Valley Station in Slocan. Admission 
prices are $8 in advance and $10 at the 
door for kids, and $10 in advance and 
$12 at the door for adults. Children 6 
and under are free. 

The event is hosted by the Slocan 
District Chamber of Commerce as 
a fundraiser. A day of coaching with 

Norma Kilpatrick, aka the Grande Dame of Ham, will once again emcee the Big Airband/ Lip 
Sync Competition at the Silverton Memorial Hall on Saturday, April 23. Doors open 6:30 pm.

Norma was sponsored by the Slocan 
Lake Gallery Society, and prizes are 
donated by the area’s businesses.

This is the second air band/ lip 
sync contest Norma has produced in 
Silverton. She produced 16 lip sync 

competitions in Nelson from 1985 to 
2010 at the Capitol, and has many years 
of theatre experience as actor, director, 
producer, writer, and instructor.

For more information, call Norma 
at 250-226-7967.
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ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO: 

CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

 250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372
www.ulrikezobel.com

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

Open daily (Closed X’mas 
& New Year’s day)

NAKUSP TRAILS SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

&

2016 PLANNING MEETING 
Everyone Welcome!

MONDAY, MAY 2, 7 pm
SELKIRK COLLEGE, 

BROADWAY AVE, NAKUSP

WE WILL BE DISCUSSING:
• New Board Directors

• Our summer hiking schedule
• The Nakusp & Slocan Rail Trail Project

• Regular improvements to our local 
Recreational Trails.

  REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED!

Memberships:  $10/person or $15/family.
NAKUSP & AREA COMMUNITY TRAILS SOCIETY

nakusptrails.ca • nakusptrails@gmail.com

DON’T RUN AFOUL 
OF FOWL

Migratory waterfowl with marvellous 
names like Northern Shoveler, Gadwall, 
Cinnamon Teal, American Wigeon, Lesser 
Scaup, Northern Pintail and Trumpeter 
Swan are presently passing through the 
Slocan Valley, feeding and resting in our 
fields and waterways. Watch from afar, it 
is illegal to disturb them.

slocanlakess.com

by Katrine Campbell
One of the most contentious 

situations Nakusp council has had to 
deal with lately surfaced at the April 11 
council meeting. The chambers and the 
lobby were packed with people, most 
of them supporting the application for 
variance in question.

Shon’s Bike & Ski has just renovated 
the old NAPA building (or old opera 
house) at 409 Broadway to expand from 
their original location. What started as a 
bike and ski retail and repair shop has 
now expanded considerably. Proponents 
Shon and Janis Neufeld applied March 
10 for a change of use/occupancy; they 
want to add a commercial kitchen and 
food service facility. Then on March 17 
they advised the Village their plan was 
to add a three-bed hostel, a single-family 
dwelling, a 12-table café and a 16-seat 
licenced food service facility.

Under the Village’s zoning bylaw, 
this triggered a requirement for another 
16 off-street parking spaces, instead 

Shon’s Bike & Ski parking issue revs up interest in Nakusp
of the four that a shop would need. 
Although parking variances have been 
granted to other businesses, none have 
reduced the number of spaces by 80 
percent. 

When a development variance 
permit is applied for, all property owners 
within a 30-metre radius are sent a 
notice and asked for their comments. 
Sometimes, no one bothers to reply, 
which is taken as tacit approval.

In this case, nine downtown business 
owners objected, some saying they 
supported the Neufelds in principle but 
that parking was a major problem in the 
downtown core. Five others supported 
the variance application. Six residents 
sent in letters of support, and four people 
were invited to speak at the council 
meeting.

Laurie Page pointed out that there 
was no way to add 16 spaces to the lot, 
and urged an amendment to the zoning 
bylaws. Pat Dion said, “We need this 
[business]. There’s no one downtown 

at night.” 
Another speaker, who owns a coffee 

shop, acknowledged the “gorgeous” 
storefront but said there were six coffee 
shops already and the village needed 
different businesses to draw people in. 
She liked the hostel idea and “the bike 
shop rocks.”

“Shon and I are happy to work with 
the Village and council to work towards 
compliance,” Janis Neufeld said, “and 
we understand it is a complex situation.” 
They also want to work with other 
business owners “towards the common 
goal of a vibrant downtown Nakusp.”

She pointed out that Saturday, April 
9 was their first day of business and a 
minimum of 150 customers showed 
up. She asked if any business owners 
had received complaints from their 
customers about parking. Neufeld said 
there was no parking congestion because 
80 percent of the customers, and staff, 
rode their bikes and used the bike rack. 
She expects this to continue in the future.

She said they could slow down 
their plans for the liquor licence, hostel, 
and residence to allow for the review 
and possible bylaw amendments, but 
asked instead that they be allowed to 
move ahead and continue “as originally 
planned and approved by the Village and 
building inspector in our development 
permit, prior to the initiation of the liquor 
licence.”

Mayor Karen Hamling thanked 
everyone for their input and reminded 
them council was sworn to represent all 
members of the community and look at 
all sides. Their decision was not about 
not supporting economic development, 
she said, but they have to abide by the 
Charter and are not allowed to assist a 
business.

The last OCP review was in 2008; 
it’s time to review the zoning bylaws, 
Hamling said. She asked for and received 
a motion, which was carried, to receive 
the variance application for information, 
and refer to staff the issue of parking 
requirements for possible amendments 

to the zoning bylaw. In addition, staff 
will take a look at the store to see what 
changes are planned, and work with the 
Neufelds.

by Jan McMurray
‘Motorcyclists welcome to Kaslo, 

BC. Please ride quietly.’
Signage with this message may soon 

be installed around Kaslo.
After hearing from Kaslo resident 

Bill Stroshein, speaking on behalf of 
several Kaslo businesses at the April 12 
council meeting, Kaslo council voted 
to support the posting of these signs, as 
long as they comply with the Village sign 
bylaw. Stroshein’s group will work with 
Village staff to make sure the bylaw is 
adhered to.

Council also heard from Quiet in the 
Koots at the April 5 Committee of the 
Whole meeting. Christopher Klassen, 
Kaslo resident and Quiet in the Koots 
representative, asked council to take a 
stand on the RDCK resolutions calling 

for enforcement of Motor Vehicle Act 
regulations that prohibit removal or 
alteration of mufflers, and to ask the 
local RCMP to enforce these regulations. 
Pat Severyn, another Quiet in the Koots 
representative and retired Nelson police 
officer, suggested that roadside checks 
are very effective in getting people to 
start abiding by the law.

Mayor Hewat commented that 
council has been wanting to meet with 
the corporal of the Kaslo detachment 
on general matters for some time, and 
council agreed to invite him to a meeting.

Council also discussed supporting 
the RDCK resolutions, but decided 
against it. Councillor Glorioso said she 
was uncomfortable with the resolutions 
because they single out motorcycles, 
while the motor vehicle regulations refer 

Motorcycle-friendly signage to be posted in Kaslo
to all vehicles.

A motorcyclist and retired RCMP 
officer at the April 5 Committee of the 
Whole meeting said that the Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms won’t allow 
for motorcycles to be singled out in 
roadside checks. He informed council 
of Stroshein’s group and their idea of 
erecting signage.

“You can change behaviour both 
ways,” he said. “I’m not saying there’s 
not going to be a need for enforcement, 
but we need a cooperative approach 
in the community. I feel we’re being 
selectively targeted.”

Severyn commented that he liked 
the signage idea.

Slocan Lake Gallery Society President Penelope Stuart was chosen as Silverton’s Volunteer 
of the Year. Unfortunately, she is in England and missed the award ceremony, held April 16. 
Her beloved dog Osa received the award on her behalf. Thanks to Jim and Linda, who are 

dogsitting Osa while Penelope is away, for bringing Osa to the celebration.
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

Open Weekends for Lunch, Full Summer Pub/Restaurant hours 
starting April 29th.  Come check out our New Menu!

Incorrect 
information in ‘The 
Bear Truth,’ April 6

Eloise Charet, in the fourth last 
paragraph of her letter, ‘The Bear 
Truth,’ stated: “Then you have an 
ATV club at the Summit Lake Ski 
Hill asking the Columbia Basin Trust 
for funds to develop trails through 
toad habitat.”

ATV clubs of this area have NOT 
applied for funding for trails.

The public does not need 
misinformation. Some research on 
your part is needed before putting 
‘pen to paper’.

Jerry Van Immerzeel
Nakusp

Vimy Park Ring 
Road – pave it!

While driving around Vimy Park 
in Kaslo the other day, I couldn’t 
help but notice the road is already 
getting dusty. This happens every 
year. Soon, the Village will be 
contacting YRB to arrange for the 
yearly application of magnesium 
chloride for dust control. As usual, 
it will be the bare minimum – one 
lane each way (the road is at least 
four lanes in some spots) and a quick 
loop through the campground. Later, 
the campground attendant will find 

it necessary to put sprinklers on the 
road near the campground to try and 
help keep down the dust. Next, a 
concrete barrier is put across the road 
at the halfway point to stop through 
traffic, so everyone who drives by 
must now turn around and drive 
back, raising more dust. 

Come on Kaslo, it is 2016, not 
1960. Bite the bullet, spend the 
money and get it paved and and stop 
wasting money year after year on a 
solution that both tourists and locals 
know does not work. If this street 
was bordered with houses it would 
have been paved years ago. The way 
I see it anyway.

John Allen
Kaslo

Boating 
regulation 
on the upper 
Columbia River

After many years of public 
consultation, and through the support 
of a wide range of local stakeholder 
groups throughout the Columbia 
Valley, Transport Canada has 
published pending federal regulation, 
establishing a 20 horsepower limit 
for boats on the main channel of 
the upper Columbia River through 
the Columbia Wetlands Wildlife 
Management Area. This regulation is 

designed to protect the environment, 
wildlife and wildlife habitat in 
the world-renowned Columbia 
Wetlands.

This is the third, long-awaited and 
final part of a three-part regulation. 
The first two parts of the regulation 
were passed in 2009, designating 
the wetland portion of the Columbia 
Wetland Wildlife Management Area 
as non-motorized and eliminating 
waterskiing and wake-boarding 
from the main channel of the upper 
Columbia River.

Wildsight has worked over 
the years with many stakeholder 
groups to reach a compromise of 20 
horsepower, which is designed to 
accommodate historic and common 
usage of the river while still providing 
environmental protection. This 20 hp 
compromise is widely supported. The 
regulation does not apply to either 
Lake Windermere or Columbia Lake. 
They will remain unaffected.

Wildsight understands that some 
people may wish the regulation was 
more restrictive and some people 
will think it is too restrictive. That is 
the nature of compromise. Wildsight 
celebrates this regulation and is proud 
of what has been accomplished by 
a diverse group of people working 
across sectors and traditional lines.

Robyn Duncan
Wildsight

Sharing the road...
There’s been a lot of talk in these pages lately about noisy vehicles on 

our highways, here in the Kootenays. Quite a bit of it has been focused on  
motorcycles with illegal straight pipes.

Motorcycle noise has never been on my list of big concerns. I live off the 
highway, so it rarely bothers me. Like every Canadian farm boy growing up 
on the prairies though, I’ve been around a lot of noisy machinery. My first 
vehicle was a motorcycle. I bought it when I was 19 years old, drove it for 
a few years, before having it impounded when I loaned it to a friend, who 
had no driver’s licence.

At that time, I had a lot of friends who were also motorcycle enthusiasts. 
Most of them rode big Harley-Davidsons with illegally-modified exhaust 
systems. My little Honda Hawk, with its factory-installed muffler, was always 
the quietest voice whenever we’d do a road trip.

They were of the opinion that their loud pipes had saved their lives on 
more than one occasion, by alerting other vehicles that they were on the 
road. I get it. There’s lots of drivers of larger vehicles that simply don’t see 
motorcycles, bicycles and pedestrians. If you make a lot of noise, you get 
noticed. As a motorcyclist, I was almost taken out by some guy driving a 
cage more than once – simply because he didn’t know I was there.

I was of the opinion that the loud noise made their lives much more 
difficult. They got stopped by the police more often. People were always 
shaking fists and shouting epithets at their backs when they drove by. I 
thought that they were acting awfully insecure by making all this noise just 
to be noticed, but to each their own, I reasoned.

The rumble of a Harley-Davidson engine has never bothered me, but I’ve 
always known that there are people who feel differently.

I’ve come to understand that a lot of my neighbours take this issue very 
seriously. They have quite reasonable concerns. Very few of us like to have the 
serenity of a summer afternoon disturbed by loud and obnoxious neighbours.  
If you live on a major road, sometimes your neighbours are going to ride by 
on Harley-Davidson motorcycles with illegal straight pipes. You have a right 
to agitate, circulate petitions, write letters to the editor.

Please keep in mind that for many bikers this is a safety issue. They 
have a real concern that too many of us driving around in our cages are 
distracted, that we won’t notice them as we drive about. If we want to have 
motorcyclists drive quietly in the kootenays, we’d better make a point of 
looking out for them.

I think that Kaslo has made a step in the right direction with their 
welcome signs. “Please drive quietly.” I’d also like to see signs on both ends 
of Highway 31A, admonishing drivers to keep an eye out for motorcyclists. 
Too many motorcyclists have died on this stretch of highway, and it isn’t 
always their fault. 

This noise pollution isn’t a new problem. It’s been around as long as 
the internal combustion engine. It’s not going to be solved overnight. The 
solution won’t come out of moving to extreme positions, but through mutual 
respect and compromise.

Most of us are  aware of the importance of motorcyclists to our tourist 
economy. They spend money in our hotels, restaurants and gas stations. The 
kootenay roads are world-famous and draw visitors from around the planet. 
Let’s not allow our dissatisfaction with illegal straight pipes spill over into 
our relationship with the motorcycle community.

Dan Nicholson, publisher
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More on 
nuclear energy

I was asked recently, “What is a 
Generation IV reactor?” So I copied 
out the following from www.world-
nuclear.org.

“An international task force 
is developing six nuclear reactor 
technologies for deployment 
between 2020 and 2030. Four are 
fast neutron reactors.

“All of these operate at higher 
temperatures than today’s reactors. 
In particular, four are designated for 
hydrogen production.

“All six systems represent 
advances  in  sus ta inabi l i ty, 
economics, safety, reliability and 
proliferation-resistance.

“Europe is pushing ahead with 
three of the fast reactor designs.

“A separate program set up 
by regulators aims to develop 
multinational regulatory standards 
for Generation IV reactors.”

I understand that these new 
reactors are expected to last for more 
than 100 years.

Meanwhile China is moving 
ahead to build 40 nuclear plants 
in the next 5 years. They are also 
working on the development of a 
Thorium molten salt reactor.

I was also asked if there are any 
industrial processes using molten 
salt. 

Yes, there is. One has been in use 
in BC for 60 years at Kitimat. The 
aluminum smelter uses hydroelectric 
power to separate oxygen from pure 
aluminum oxide (alumina). The 
alumina is dissolved in a molten 
bath of sodium aluminum fluoride 
salt at 1700 degrees Celsius. This 
molten bath is sitting in a carbon-
lined pot with a negative polarity 
electrode embedded in the carbon. 
The positive lead is attached to 
carbon rods that are inserted into the 
molten puddle. About 5 volts and 
several thousand amperes separate 
the oxygen and then the molten 
aluminum settles to the bottom 
where it is siphoned off.

The operation runs continuously, 
the alumina constantly added until 
the carbon rods need to be replaced.

I don’t like to explain the details 
of Thorium reactors because it can be 
told so much better on the internet. 
I understand that in the research 
done in Tennessee in 1960, they 
used lithium fluoride and beryllium 
fluoride salts at 400 to 800 degrees 
Celsius. These were salts that were 
unaffected by the radiation.

Frank Nixon
Winlaw

The absurdity 
of Site C

Bull trout don’t like fish ladders. 
This is a problem for BC Hydro in 
the construction of the Site C Dam. 
So they came up with a solution. 
They plan to stun the fish (bull trout 
and Arctic grayling) when they 
reach the new dam on their way up 

the river to spawn. Then they will 
put them in aerated tanks, and drive 
them upstream to the spawning 
grounds. Of course on their way 
back downstream, they will be on 
their own, which means 40 percent 
of the large fish and 10 percent of the 
small ones will die going through the 
turbines. It seems pretty clear that it 
won’t take long to eliminate all the 
big ones, and maybe a little longer 
to eliminate the species altogether 
in that stretch of river. That sounds 
like a typical BC Hydro plan. Soon 
we will have plenty of electric power 
to cook the fish, but no fish to cook, 
and no potatoes to make the chips 
either, since we are flooding the 
fertile bottom land.

It wouldn’t be so bad if we 
really needed to build this dam, but 
the truth is we do not. The best we 
could hope for is that the power 
will be used to liquify natural gas, 
which we have fracked out of the 
ground, likely causing earthquakes 
and polluting our groundwater, in 
order to load it on ships in the Inside 
Passage, destroying our eelgrass 
salmon nurseries, and possibly 
spilling out and polluting the once 
fabulous Pacific Ocean. And all this 
so that we can have the jobs doing 
so, and the corporations can fill their 
pockets with cash. Barring that, we 
will have to sell it to California at 
a loss, or possibly to Alberta if our 
premier will stop picking fights with 
them long enough to talk a deal.

I want my Beautiful British 
Columbia back. It is time the NDP 
got back to its democratic roots and 
presented a real, viable alternative. If 
they can’t do that, they should step 
aside and make room for some other 
alternative. The ‘British Columbia 
Beauty Party’ has a nice ring, don’t 
you think?

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Share the forest?
Years ago we had a campaign 

called ‘Share the Forest.’ One of my 
counter-culture neighbours wrote a 
pithy letter to the editor: “How can 
I share the forest with someone who 
is carting it away on a truck?”

Today the BC Government 
employs a different strategy. The 
mountain pine beetle and devastating 
wildfires have taken their toll, and 
robbed the forest industry of much 
of their rightful harvest. That has 
slowed the steady flow of timber 
into the economy.  Unacceptable! 
Therefore, under a new ‘forest 
enhancement program,’ our BC 
government has set aside $115 
million in subsidies for otherwise 
unprofitable forest. This will allow 
the logging industry to ‘harvest’ 
areas that are hard to reach, yield 
a poor harvest, or have stands of 
scattered old growth. One such 
area will be logged at a cost of $25 
million, for a gain of $6 million.

This is the same government 
which created Columbia Basin 
Trust and the Fish and Wildlife 

Compensation Program, whose 
mandate is to offset the loss of land, 
habitat and resources caused by the 
various dams built and operated by 
BC Hydro.

As recently as March 2014, 
just two years ago, the mission 
statement of the Fish and Wildlife 
Compensation Program stated: “The 
Fish and Wildlife Compensation 
Program is a partnership between 
BC Hydro, the Province of British 
Columbia, the Ministry of Fisheries 
and Oceans, First Nations and the 
public. Our mission is to compensate 
for the impacts to fish, wildlife and 
their supporting habitats affected 
by BC Hydro owned and operated 
facilities and to conserve and 
enhance fish and wildlife impacted 
by existing BC Hydro dams.” Today, 
the Province of British Columbia 
pays logging companies to log such 
habitats.

Share the forest? As they are 
closing schools left, right and 
centre and skimping on medical 
care, our government provides a 
sizeable subsidy to private, for-profit 
enterprises to cart it away in a truck. 
To the detriment of species at risk 
and wildlife in general. There is a 
curious phenomenon in the natural 
world: when you ‘harvest’ any 
species faster than that species can 
reproduce, sooner or later you run 
out. Passenger pigeons. Whales. 
Bison. Atlantic cod. Or: mountain 
caribou, western toads, painted 
turtles.

Ironic, isn’t it, that the very 
government that set out to protect 
habitat is now paying logging 
companies to remove it.

Elsje de Boer
Fauquier

Green Party 
leader comments 
on Summit Lake 
western toad 
situation

Whi le  BC has  the  mos t 
biodiversity in Canada, it is also 
one of two provinces (the other 
being Alberta) that has no provincial 
endangered species legislation. Sadly, 
BC is the home of more than 1,500 
species currently at risk of extirpation 
or extinction.

Given the myriad challenges 
facing wildlife in our province, one 
of the best things we can do to protect 
biodiversity in BC is to leave key 
habitat areas intact. As the global 
climate warms and precipitation 
patterns shift, having a complete 
ecosystem within which animals 
and plants can try to adapt will 
be essential, and frankly the least we 
can do given the dire situation many 
species are in.

F o r  s p e c i e s  r a n g i n g 
from mountain caribou to spotted 
owls and goshawks, the Ministry of 
Environment is quick to reference 
habitat loss as a contributing, if 

not the main, factor in population 
declines.

Likewise, the government cites 
habitat destruction as one of the 
greatest impacts on western toad 
populations in BC and to a lesser 
extent, though still of importance, the 
danger they face trying to cross roads 
during migration.

Western toads are considered a 
species of conservation concern by 
the government of British Columbia 
and have been designated a status of 
special concern by the Committee on 
the Status of Endangered Wildlife in 
Canada (COSEWIC). In theory, they 
are protected under BC’s Wildlife Act.

The Province has been criticized 
for failing to set aside adequate habitat 
to protect caribou, spotted owls and 
goshawks and the toad situation at 
Summit Lake illustrates just how 
reluctant the BC government is to 
remove forest from the logging land 
base. The key western toad forest 
habitat around Summit Lake is a 
relatively small and very specific area.

Protection of core terrestrial 
habitat is seriously recommended in 
the scientific literature for amphibians. 
If the existing provincial park at 
Summit Lake were expanded to 
include the forest within roughly two 
kilometers of the lake, protection of 
core terrestrial habitat would likely 
be achieved, wildlife biologist Wayne 
McCrory said in his analysis of the 
situation.

To their credit, the Nakusp and 
Area Community Forest (NACFOR) 
logging company has drafted a toad 
management plan and identified 
small habitat features that they’ll try 
to leave intact. I commend NACFOR 
for exploring ways in which they can 
continue to harvest the timber while 
also being mindful of this species of 
special concern, but it is really the 
government that should be in the 
leadership role here.

The creat ion of  the  toad 
tunnel represented an admirable 
step forward for the government’s 
approach to wildlife issues. Granting 
approval to log their core terrestrial 
habitat represents more of a smoking 
bulldozer ride back – squashing all 
their advancements in the process.

“Be an advocate for amphibians 
– protect toads and their habitat in 
your neighbourhood,” reads the 
government’s BC Frog Watch website.

Good advice, that I respectfully 
urge the BC government to follow by 
protecting western toad habitat around 
Summit Lake before it’s too late.

Andrew Weaver, MLA 
Oak Bay-Gordon Head

Leader of the Green Party of BC

Shipping raw 
resource on highways

The Valley Voice has been busy 
with stories of environment, loud 
pipes and community health in recent 
issues. Letters to the editor are showing 
concern for toads, noise, and future 
energy. The story that hasn’t gotten a 
response is the new mine venture east 

of the Red Mountain road area above 
Silverton.

The Valley Voice writer used the 
word “shipping” for the method of 
moving 75,000 tons of ore annually 
to Trout Lake. I really wish there were 
a contiguous body of water to float 
the ore across, but these shipments 
will logically be using the public 
highways (Gone are the trains and 
barges). They will use the already 
hammered woodchip truck haul route 
of Highways 6 and 23. Cost effective 
or not from the company’s standpoint, 
do the owners of the road (BC MOT 
representing all of us) want to pay 
for the increased road disintegration? 
Highways 6 and 23 are already, 
by extension, a part of the Celgar 
and other wood products factories’ 
infrastructure. Are we going to have 
yet another factory using the public 
infrastructure? 

It was the YRB area manager 
several years ago who told me the 
staggering statistic that the roadway 
impact of one chip truck was equivalent 
to 70,000 passenger vehicles. I would 
guess a large ore-hauling truck would 
be at least the same and probably 
more impacting. That number is hard 
to believe, but even 10 percent of that 
number (7000:1) is a disproportionate 
number to the amount of fuel taxes 
paid. Thus passenger vehicles must be 
subsidizing the trucking. No surprise. 
That is part of the reason those Brawny 
paper towels are cheap enough you 
don’t mind throwing them away after 
one use (one place Celgar pulp was 
going in 2010). 

A new mining venture will have 
the normal tailings issues, water 
issues, and impacts to the road issues. 
Additionally, everyone from Red 
Mountain to Trout Lake will have road 
safety issues, toad, and other wildlife 
safety issues, and dust. I would like to 
hear from the mine proponents about 
how they plan to move the ore, in what 
seasons and times of day, and if they 
have thought through the impacts of 
how and when they haul ore.

Examples of impacts and their 
causes:

1) Three black bears died within 
500 metres of Wilson Creek and 
Highway 6 last summer/fall. No doubt 
caused by night crossings and big 
vehicles, plus someone dumped apples 
along the highway (now you know 
what happens when you put bear food 
by the highway!). 

2) Spring sees adult toad migrations 
to lakes after sundown with females 
carrying 10,000 eggs on board. 

3)  Highly  impactable  hot 
pavement on July days, and again 
highly impactable during spring thaw. 

It takes a small concern, and a 
little time to become aware of all the 
impacts, and then modify the ways 
industrial, and non-industrial users can 
significantly reduce them.

I would love to hear thoughts from 
the MOT and in addition from Celgar 
and mining ventures.

Kip Drobish
Hills 
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SPRING CLEAN-UP
GARDEN PARTY

 
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre 

Volunteers are needed to help get the Japanese 
garden looking beautiful after the winter season.

Bring your work gloves, pails and weeding tools. 
Refreshments and snacks will be provided. 
When: Saturday, April 30th, 10 am - 2 pm
Where: Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre 
Please contact Amanda at 250-358-2316 for more 

information.

by Katrine Campbell
• The mayor and two councillors 

had to take turns declaring an interest, 
leaving the room and returning as 
council approved 15 applications for 
funding from the CBT Community 
Initiatives Program. The Village was 
allocated $34,461, and received requests 
totalling $46,505.77 from 25 applicants. 
A panel of two councillors and three 
residents considered the applications at 
an open public meeting on April 5.

The successful applicants were: 
Arrowtarian Senior Citizens Society, 
$2,500; Harvest Share, $3,000; Healthy 
Community Society, $7,200; Hidden 
Garden Gallery, $750; LESS (SD 
#10), $300; ND & Area Youth Centre 
Society, $4,250; ND Rescue Society, 
$729.34; North Slocan Trails Society, 
$3,176.43; North Valley Mountain Film 
Festival, $2,000; Slocan Lake Early 
Learning Society, $1,200; SL Golf Club, 
$3,755.23; SL Stewardship Society, 
$1,300; Slocan Solutions Society, 

$2,000; Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski Club, 
$800; White Pines Aikido Association, 
$1,500.

• Council approved spending up to 
$45,000 plus taxes to buy a 4x4 water 
tanker truck, and up to $7,000 plus taxes 
for equipment for the tanker. It will be 
staged in Silverton, which is closest to 
Red Mountain.

The  purchase  came f rom 
discussions the Village had with the 
RDCK regarding improving the water 
supply for structure fires in the portion 
of Area H that contracts fire services 
from New Denver. The RDCK will 
contribute just over $41,000 collected 
in previous years for fire protection; the 
remaining $11,000 will come from the 
Fire Department reserve fund. 

Water for fire fighting in areas 
without hydrants comes from tanker 
trucks. The fire department’s pumper 
truck can carry 800 gallons; the current 
tanker carries 1,500. Using a single fire 
hose on scene might use 100+ gallons 

per minute, using up current capacity 
in less than 23 minutes. Using a second 
hose cuts that time in half. By adding a 
second tanker, fire fighters will be able 
to send one for refilling while the other 
keeps on pumping. 

• The Village wants to get rid of 
more underbrush ‘fuel’ to reduce the risk 
of wildfire. It will apply for Operational 
Fuel Treatment funding under the 
Strategic Wildfire Prevention Initiative. 
Earlier this year, New Denver received 
funding for the first phase, identifying 
treatment areas and developing fuel 
management prescriptions. This work 
is being completed under the direction 
of the Slocan Integral Forestry Co-
operative (SIFCo) with support from 
Fire Chief Leonard Casley.

By submitting an application for the 
second phase, the operational work, by 
the April 29 deadline, the Village hopes 
to get the go-ahead in May and start 
work before the 2016 wildfire season. 
The program provides 90 percent 
funding to a maximum of $400,000; 
with grants from Columbia Basin Trust 
and the RDCK, the Village’s share 
would be $1,500 in cash and a shared 
$3,500 in-kind with SIFCo.

• In response to a request from 
Marcy Mahr, who is delivering the 
‘Know Your Watershed’ program to 
Lucerne School’s 7/8/9 science class, 
one of the Village’s water operators 
will join the class to explain how New 
Denver’s water system is managed.

• Students from Katrina Sumrall’s 
class at Lucerne School will partner 
with residents from the Pavilion to 
create a vegetable garden display at the 
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre. 
The students and residents will start 
seeds and grow plants for the garden; 
the project “will build connections 

within the New Denver community 
and teach students about food security 
while involving them in local heritage 
preservation efforts,” according to the 
application for funding from CBT.  
Council agreed to request the $250 
sponsorship from CBT to offset the 
costs of garden supplies, advertising, and 
snacks. Students will receive admission 
passes to the NIMC in return for their 
work. 

• The minutes of the Heritage 
Advisory Commission meeting of 
March 8 noted that exterior signage 
at the Nikkei Internment Memorial 
Centre was being refurbished and the 
digitization project is scheduled to 
continue, pending confirmation of grant 
funding. An annual membership option 
is planned for 2016, and a special event 
(to be determined) will be held in the 
latter part of the season. 

Several projects at the Silvery 
Slocan Museum are underway, 
including rearranging the storage and 
archives areas, and grants are being 
applied for to pay for a digital projector, 
additional training sessions, and archival 
storage facilities. Discussions with the 
Village regarding liability insurance 
are ongoing. 

Public consultation regarding 
possible improvements at Knox Hall is 
planned for fall 2016. 

The Village is seeking grant funding 
for a structural assessment of Bosun 
Hall. All other major projects are on hold 
until this can be completed. 

• The Soltis and von Krogh families 
asked council to approve assessing a 
Douglas fir on Village property just 
south of their homes. The tree is big and 
has been shedding very large branches, 
they said, and they fear it could fall and 
hit one or both homes. CAO Bruce 
Woodbury advised council a tree service 
will be doing a drive-around to identify 
immediate and mid-term hazards, and 
that tree is on the list. The company 
will also do stump-grinding to remove 
stumps too close to the road to pull out 
without ripping up the pavement.

• The Fire Department Committee 
met April 1. Bunka was appointed chair, 
and Nigel Thomas was appointed vice-
chair. The fire department reported on 
the range of emergency services it, and 
other agencies in the area, provides. 

Identifying department service levels is 
a priority; revision of the fire department 
bylaw is also required. Review of 
council policies on fire department 
operations will follow the adoption of 
an updated bylaw and key operating 
guidelines will also be considered at 
that time. 

• Fees and Charges Bylaw #699, 
2016 was given three readings. The 
CAO explained the bylaw consolidates 
the fees and charges from a variety of 
bylaws and policies (“as many as we 
could find”) into a single document. 
Some of the fees had been set by policy, 
he said, but all must now be set by bylaw. 
Staff also tweaked a couple of fees, but 
didn’t do an extensive review. Some 
of them were set more than 20 years 
ago and have been raised to account 
for increases in the cost of providing 
services. 

The fees apply to services such 
as rental of parks and public lands, 
cemetery services, applications for 
Official Community Plan and zoning 
amendments and variations, building 
permits, and water and garbage.

• Council approved a service 
provider agreement between the Village 
and Slocan Lake Community Soccer. 
This will allow the soccer volunteers 
to bypass expensive private insurance 
and be covered by the Village’s 
liability insurance, although they will 
be responsible for deductibles, claim 
expenses and policy premiums. 

• Mayor Ann Bunka reported she 
and the CAO met with the Ministry 
of Transportation regarding the ‘sign 
corridor’ on highways 6 and 31A 
through the village. MoT agreed the 
signs need to be streamlined and made 
more attractive. “It’s a work in progress,” 
Bunka said.

• Councillor Heather Fox reported 
on the April Chamber of Commerce 
meeting, the first since its AGM last 
month. The Chamber is looking to 
hire students for the visitor centre; the 
map project is complete; the Air Band 
fundraiser takes place April 23.

• Turner-Zion United Church 
group will be allowed periodic use of 
Knox Hall for events such as funerals, 
holiday services and special community 
programs at the Community Group rate 
of $350 per year. 

New Denver council, April 12: CBT Community Initiatives decisions made 
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358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

(Temporarily)

CLOSED
For Relocation

– May 1 through June –
Watch the Valley Voice for Re-opening 

and New Location details!
Thank you and sorry for any inconvenience

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Slocan council has accepted, in 

principle, an offer from Courtney and 
Russel Hulbert to buy two vacant lots 
in the downtown commercial core for 
$30,000. The lots are at the north end of 
Harold Street between Flaca’s Bakery & 
Bistro and Slocan City Trading Co. The 
Hulberts plan to build a small office and 
storefront for their business, Ice Creek 
Lodge. 

Revitalizing the downtown core and 
transitioning the Village from a mill town 
to an eco-tourism destination has been 
high on Slocan council’s agenda. Green 
commerce and an active downtown are 
priorities in Slocan’s Official Community 
Plan and in the OCP Implementation Plan 
drafted by Selkirk College’s Integrated 
Environmental Planning students in 2014. 
Slocan Mayor Jessica Lunn and council 
see Ice Creek Lodge as exactly the kind 
of business the Village wants to attract. 
Lunn called Ice Creek Lodge a “well 
established local business investing in 
our community.”

For 15 years, Ice Creek Lodge has 
offered week-long guided skiing and 
snowboarding in Valhalla Provincial Park. 
The business owns a backcountry lodge 

Village of Slocan to sell downtown lots to Ice Creek Lodge 
just outside the western edge of the park 
and flies guests there by helicopter from 
Burton. Last year, Ice Creek Lodge began 
offering guided and self-guided hiking, 
climbing, and stand-up paddleboarding 
trips throughout the park as well. 

Most of Ice Creek Lodge’s clientele 
are from the US and Canada, though 
they have had guests from Japan, New 
Zealand, and Europe, too. From January 
to April, Ice Creek Lodge serves about 
135 tourists. Their summer business, 
from June to September, had 40 clients 
last year.

Up till now, the Hulberts have run 
Ice Creek Lodge from their home office 
in Lemon Creek. Courtney mentioned a 
number of reasons she and her husband 
chose Slocan for their storefront: “It’s 
our community. It’s where our kids go 
to school. And Slocan is the gateway to 
the Valhalla, where we operate.” She said 
too, “We want to be a part of encouraging 
eco-tourism.” 

The move to Slocan will allow them 
to expand, to start and end all trips in 
Slocan, and to attract more local business. 

Winter guests will shuttle to Burton 
for a helicopter ride to the lodge. Some 
summer trips will follow the same plan; 

other trips will go from Slocan up the 
Drinnon Lake trailhead. Ice Creek’s most 
popular guided trip is its SUP expedition 
through the Valhallas. After two days 
paddling remote alpine lakes, groups 
finish by paddling from Evans Creek back 
to Slocan Beach. 

The Hulberts plan to hire local youth 
to help manage the storefront, maintain 
the trail to the lodge, and porter loads 
from the helicopter landing site to the 
lodge and back. 

It has taken a year to arrange the sale. 
The Hulberts first submitted a proposal 
to the Village of Slocan in July 2015. 
The Community Charter stipulates in a 
case like this the buyer must have the 
land appraised and the land cannot be 
sold for less than the appraised value. 
The two lots had an assessed value of 
$40,000 but Strand & Godfrey appraised 
the lots at $30,000, so this was the price 
agreed upon. 

The purchase agreement will have 
a covenant to ensure that the lots will 
be used for Ice Creek Lodge business, 
and will stipulate that construction 
must commence within six months and 
be completed within three years of the 
possession date. 

As required by law, the Village 
will post a Notice of Proposed 
Property Disposition. The proposal 
and accompanying documents can be 

viewed at the Village office. Anyone 
who wishes to comment may write the 
Village. Section 26 of the Community 
Charter gives council the right to revoke 
the decision to sell based on public 
comments. Comments will be received 
at the Village Office until 4 pm May 5. 
After examining the public comments, 
council will make a final decision at its 
May 9 council meeting. 

CAO Michelle Gordon explained that 
all land sale proceeds must be deposited 
in a Land Sale Reserve Fund which can 
be used only for capital purposes serving 
a community need. The funds may not 
be used for operational expenses. She 
also said the Village had last sold land 
10 years ago. She emphasized that the 
Village considers proposals to buy land 
on an individual basis.

by River Fantuz
Forty Kootenay businesspeople 

under 40 years old were celebrated in 
the March/April issue of the Kootenay 
Business Magazine, and three of them are 
in our area. Andrea Ryman of Crescent 
Valley, Rebecca Jewell of Nakusp, and 
Heidi Lettrari of Kaslo were all included 
in the magazine’s 40 Under 40 feature.

Andrea Ryman and her husband, 
Chris, started Endless Adventure, a small 
rafting business on the Slocan River, ten 
years ago. The Crescent Valley business 
has grown over the years to include 
stand-up paddleboarding and even multi-
adventure tours to Ecuador.

Rebecca Jewell started up Riders 
Retreat in 2010 in Nakusp to fill a 
need for more accommodations for 
motorcyclists in the Nakusp area. Now, 

Young entrepreneurs featured in Kootenay Business Magazine
just six years later, the campground is 
one of the most popular camping spots 
on the loop. Riders Retreat campsites are 
fully equipped with tents, bedding and all 
cooking and camping supplies.

Heidi Lettrari is the general manager 
of Kaslo Sourdough. After university, she 
decided to return to her hometown of 
Kaslo and work at the family bakery. She, 
her father and her brother recently created 
Kaslo Sourdough’s Pasta Fermentata, 
which has won three awards. She hopes 
to expand the business to areas beyond 
the Kootenays this year. “All of these 
under-40-year-old business leaders stand 
a head above the rest of their peers for 
their achievements and their community 
involvement but most of all for their 
youthful enthusiasm,” says the Kootenay 
Business Magazine article.



The Valley Voice   April 20, 20168

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

KASLO & DISTRICT

by Jan McMurray
• Council agreed to write a letter to 

School District 8 in support of keeping 
Jewett School open, as requested 
by Area D Director Aimee Watson. 
Councillor Holland said he agreed 
with “what they are trying to do here” 
but pointed out that this is a provincial 
issue. He said council could perhaps 
work with SD8 to advocate for the best 
interests of all children, not just those 
who attend Jewett School. He wondered 
if the issue was relevant to Kaslo, 
particularly because Kaslo’s school 
stands to gain if Jewett School closes. 
Councillor Glorioso and Mayor Hewat 
reminded council that SD8 is looking 
at moving K-3 into the Lardeau Valley 
Hall, which is supported in part with 
Kaslo tax dollars. Glorioso and Hewat 
both spoke about the negative effects 
of busing young children out of their 
communities.

• From June 7 to August 30, there 
will be weekly recycling pickup in 
Kaslo. CAO Smith explained that 
MMBC provides $18,000 per year, 
which is enough to pay Kootenay Waste 
Services for the biweekly curbside 
pickup service. Smith said he feels it 
could also cover the weekly service 
in the summer, and Kootenay Waste 
is happy to do the job. The weekly 
summer service will be piloted this 
year, to determine whether it can happen 
annually. Smith said that although 
MMBC wanted early termination of the 
contracts with Kaslo and Nakusp, both 
villages were able to increase volumes 
and avoid this.

• CAO Neil Smith reported that 
three people have been interviewed for 
the Public Works foreman position, and 
the hiring committee is happy with the 
calibre of the applicants. He also said 
the replacement of the one-ton truck 
looks possible this year. The Kaslo River 
intake improvement project proposal 
will be reviewed by True Consulting 
and Public Works before re-submission 

to the Build Canada Small Communities 
Fund.

• Councillor Glorioso reported 
that she attended the Kaslo Housing 
Society AGM. The board presented 
a new five-year strategic plan, which 
shifts the focus from building affordable 
housing on Village land to protecting 
and conserving affordable rental units 
in Kaslo and Area D.

• Mayor Hewat reported that she 
attended a meeting with representatives 
from neighbouring villages and Richard 
Toperczer and Garth Wiggill from the 
Province to continue the discussion on 
applying for an Economic Development 
Officer for the region under the Rural 
Dividend program. Toperczer will draft 
a terms of reference for the Economic 

Development Officer position for one 
year. The officer would cover New 
Denver, Silverton, Slocan, Kaslo, maybe 
Nakusp, and Areas D, H and K. Council 
will have a chance to look at the terms of 
reference before any decisions are made.

• May Days requests from the 
Chamber of Commerce were approved, 
subject to permission from the Province 
for logger sports, as the grounds are on 
Crown land. It was also noted that El 
Taqueria has applied for a sidewalk patio; 
if approval is granted before May Days, 
this will have to be accommodated.

• Council agreed to hire Pace 
Electric out of Castlegar at $5,175.75 
for the campground electrical upgrade. 
Pace was the sole bidder. Staff will apply 
for RDCK Community Development 

funds to pay for this.
• The campground operator has 

asked council to reconsider sani dump 
fees for campers. Council increased the 
fees in December. This was referred 
to the next Committee of the Whole 
Finance meeting. 

• A program to help residents 
purchase bear-proof recycling containers 
was approved. This will be funded 
through Community Works (gas tax) 
funding.

• First Responder call-outs have 
increased by 65 percent since Kaslo’s 
emergency room hours have been 
reduced. This was reported by Fire Chief 
Doug Yee at the February 3 meeting of 
the Area D – Kaslo Emergency Response 
Committee.

• RDCK parks planning staff will be 
invited to brief council and the chair of 
the Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces 
Committee on the question of Kaslo’s 
continued participation as part of the 
Regional Parks system.

• The Village will set aside up to 
$17,500 from the aerodrome capital 
reserve for apron fencing. This project 
will go ahead if the Kaslo Community 
Airport Management Corporation’s 
grant application to the British Columbia 
Air Access Program is successful.

• Council agreed to budget $1,000 
for Kemball and Village landscaping 
and tools in 2016.

• The sewer rate restructure project 
contract was awarded to Fred Banham 
Associates for $10,689 plus taxes.

Kaslo council, April 12: Council supports keeping Jewett School open

by Art Joyce
Few communities have been as 

divided over the issue of logging as 
Kaslo in recent decades. So when the 
Kaslo & District Community Forest 
Society (KDCFS) was formed in 1996, 
there was hope that a middle ground 
would be struck that resolved some of the 
conflicting values in the community. Ten 
years later, Jessica Clogg of the Dogwood 
Initiative wrote: “There are great 
expectations of Community Forests, 
and the program expansion brings 
renewed hope to some rural communities 
in BC. However… CFAs operate in a 
policy environment sympathetic to large 
industrial operations… (and) people 
fear that the ‘community’ aspect of 
community forestry is being eroded to 
the point that the CFA is beginning to 
look like just another industrial license.” 

In the decade since, amendments 
to CFA legislation have made 
improvements based on experience 
gained by Community Forests. However, 
in a Legislature debate held on February 
29, MLA Harry Bains pointed out 
that changes made by the BC Liberal 
government have enabled the annual 
export of seven million cubic metres of 
raw logs annually, causing the permanent 
closure of more than 150 mills in BC and 
the loss of 31,000 jobs since 2001. 

Back in 1996, KDCFS began with 
a15-year, Non-Replaceable Forest 
License with an Annual Allowable Cut 
(AAC) of 10,000 cubic metres of timber 
in an operating area of 6,100 hectares. Its 
initial operating model won an FRBC 
Community Excellence Award for 
1997. The society has worked hard to 
acquire a long-term tenure and in 2008 
was granted an area-based Probationary 
Community Forest Agreement that 
expanded its AAC to 25,000 cubic 
metres. I asked Bill Kestell, Forester for 
KDCFS and manager for Cooper Creek 
Wood Products, if he thought it was time 
to revisit AAC legislation. 

“We have a 25,000 cubic metre 
AAC over five years; what that means 
is that it doesn’t matter if we do it in one 
year or five. You can’t over-cut; we’ve 
been undercutting every year. If you 
don’t cut it you don’t get to carry that 
forward. If you’re short, by regulation, 
they can take it away and offer it to other 
tenures or First Nations. But if you don’t 
make your cut after five years, then very 
rarely does the government take that 
away. As long as you’re illustrating that 
you’re trying to develop your wood and 

manage your license, it’s doubtful we 
would lose the undercut volume. The 
AAC is more of a guideline for an area-
based tenure for what you can’t overcut.” 

Using the innovative approach of 
the Harrop-Procter Community Forest 
as a benchmark, I asked Kestell: What 
alternate criteria would you propose 
by which government could measure a 
successful Community Forest tenure? 
“I think it’s more important how a 
Community Forest measures its success. 
I live in Harrop and I’m very proud of 
that mill being there, but comparing us 
to them is comparing apples to oranges. 
To look at value-added, Kaslo has an 
independent mill – Hamill Creek Timber 
Homes – and Procter has a mill but the 
area can only sustain so many.” Kestell 
points to the successful completion of 
the Keen Creek forestry road, opening 
up the backcountry route to Kokanee 
Glacier Park, plus the recently completed 
13-week logger training program in 
partnership with NACFOR and Selkirk 
College. “I think that’s a good measure 
of what the Community Forest has 
done for local people. We believe it’s 
a success because there’s three people 
in the Nakusp area who didn’t have 
full-time jobs before and now they do. 
I think those are all measures.” KDCFS 
also hosts the annual Winterfest event.  

A 2006 Silva Foundation report on 
Community Forests noted that feelings 
about KDCFS were “split between those 
who want to make money from logging 
and those whose first priority is to protect 
a wide variety of community values,” a 
split that has in the past seriously divided 
board members. Another concern raised 
was the pursuit of a “purely business 
model… (with) little regard for long-
term sustainability.” Kestell believes 
much of this conflict has been settled. I 
asked him if he thinks KDCFS has met 
the CFA tenures criteria for providing 
“meaningful input from the community 
and stakeholders,” and if there’s a fair 
representation of values in the way the 
Community Forest is managed. 

“There’s lots of avenues for the 
community to be involved in the 
Community Forest,” he says. “I’ve been 
at a couple of AGMs now and there’s 
just the board and a handful of members 
there. It’s a constant struggle to get board 
members. The biggest attraction was 
when we held the meeting about Keen 
Creek, and it was a really good meeting 
because there was lots of input. Part of 
my job is to be here one day a week to 

be accessible. I haven’t had a handful of 
people come up to see me.” 

Given the limited size of most 
Community Forest tenures, how can 
it be made sustainable over multiple 
generations? “As far as the Hammond 
Silva plan, you have to look at the kind 
of tenure you have before you can use 
that approach,” says Kestell. “Our 
operating area is primarily areas that are 
already harvested or with a significant 
infrastructure of past logging roads. 
When you’re harvesting areas that are 
more expensive to develop, that doesn’t 
give you the opportunity to alter your 
harvesting prescription and take less 
wood at a higher cost. The first year I was 
here we spent a lot of money just getting 
our silviculture back up to normal. A 
successful silviculture program is your 
legacy, that’s your sustainability.” 

The KDCFS website adds that, 
“KDCFS has been monitoring the 

impacts of watershed disturbance on 
water quantity on a sporadic basis since 
the late 1990s. In 2008, the monitoring 
stations were upgraded and regular 
annual monitoring was initiated.” 
KDCFS has also contracted WaterSmith 
Research Inc. to “develop a long-term 
(50 year) water monitoring framework 
to measure the impacts of watershed 
disturbance (e.g. forest development, 
wildfire, forest pests) and climate change 
on water supply within the KDCFS 
management area.”

“You go from not wanting to cut so 
you can be sustainable to having to log 
enough to sustain a business – that’s a 
conflict,” Kestell concludes. “The roads 
we build are only paid for by the funds 
raised by cutting timber. The Keen Creek 
road was in bad shape for a number 
of years and the community wanted it 
opened up again. To raise the money to 
do that we had to log.”

Community Forests Part 3: Kaslo’s Community Forest

by Jan McMurray
Shutty Bench resident Kim 

Planidin has been trained as a volunteer 
FireSmart representative, and is ready 
to start looking at ways to reduce the 
threat of wildfire on private properties 
in his community. With funding 
from the new provincial FireSmart 
Grant Program, the RDCK held the 
FireSmart training workshop on April 
9 and 10. Nine people completed the 
training, including Kaslo Fire Chief 
Doug Yee, Assistant Chief Patrick 
Guy, and Planidin. The workshop was 
led by Don Mortimer of FireSmart 
Canada.

Planidin says the first thing he 
will do is a quick assessment of all 85 
private properties in Shutty Bench. 
He’ll look at things like roofing, types 
of trees, and ladder fuels. With this 
information, he will identify priority 
areas in the community and will form 
neighbourhood groups to address the 
issues. 

“Ra i s ing  awareness ,  and 
educating people about FireSmarting 
their properties is the main thing,” 
said Planidin. “We’re not going 
to FireSmart everyone’s property 
overnight. It will take time.”

Planidin also stressed the 
importance of solutions that are 
realistic and appropriate for the 
property owner and community. “We 
don’t want cookie-cutter FireSmart 
properties,” he said. “We like trees 

Kim Planidin of Shutty Bench has been trained 
as a volunteer FireSmart representative.

Kim Planidin champions FireSmart in Shutty Bench
– that’s why we live here. Instead of 
cutting them down, maybe we can 
prune them to get rid of the ladder 
fuels, or install a sprinkler system on 
the roof.” 

Planidin gave examples of other 
simple FireSmart activities: moving 
firewood away from the house, 
covering wood piles with tin, cleaning 
up yard waste.

Planidin also hopes to set up at 
May Days and other events to provide 
FireSmart information to the public.

Communities can start working 
towards FireSmart certification if 
$800 worth of in-kind work is done 
to FireSmart each neighbourhood in 
the community. “I’m confident that 
we’re going to exceed the $800 value 
by quite a bit,” Planidin said.
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by Miranda Hughes
Thirteen-year-old New Denver 

violin student Fiona Burkholder 
has been nominated to compete at 
the Performing Arts BC Provincial 
Festival. Her violin performances at 
the Kootenay Festival of the Arts last 
week in Nelson earned high praise 

Young Slocan Valley musicians shine at Kootenay Festival of the Arts
from Vancouver adjudicator Rick 
Dorfer. She was one of approximately 
400 music, voice, and speech arts 
participants taking part in the regional 
festival, which has been running 
almost continuously for over 80 years.

Winlaw violinist Tamias Elder 
(10) and Silverton violinist Sakura 

Azzopardi (12), both students of 
New Denver resident Martine den 
Bok, were also recognized for their 
performances at the Nelson festival. 
They were both invited to attend the 
provincial festival as official observers.

Fiona began studying violin at 
the age of three with her grandmother 

Daphne Hughes in the New Denver 
Suzuki Program, and later studied 
with Martine den Bok. She is now 
a student of Wendy Herbison in 
Nelson. This year, she has been 
broadening her orchestral skills. She 
performed Handel’s Messiah with the 
Nelson Choral Society and also in the 

violin section of the Symphony of the 
Kootenays in Cranbrook for one of 
their fall concerts.

While the Kootenay Festival of the 
Arts is designed with a non-competitive 
structure, a handful of students each 
year are offered the opportunity to 
move onto the competitive level 
through the provincial festival. Fiona 
entered the local festival for the 
experience of performing, and to 
get feedback from the adjudication 
process. 

“I enjoyed it a lot more than I 
thought I would,” she said. “Everyone 
was really nice, and I loved hearing the 
other students perform. I also find it 
very interesting to watch people teach, 
so it was great to see the adjudicator 
working with students of all levels.”

Although she felt honoured to 
be nominated, Fiona is opting not to 
attend the provincial festival due to 
its more pressured competitive format. 
Instead she is looking forward to 
beginning work on some challenging 
new repertoire and preparing for 
the Suzuki Valhalla Institute in New 
Denver this summer. 

submitted
Winlaw Elementary students are 

bursting with excitement, planning 
and preparing for the school’s annual 
Spring Fling fundraiser. This important 
community event is happening at the 
school on Saturday April 30, 10 am-2 
pm and will feature a BBQ and bake 

Spring Fling event – annual fundraiser for Winlaw School 
sale, kids’ games, face painting, an 
auction, various raffles and a plant sale. 
Don’t miss the opportunity to bid on 
a number of fantastic auction items, 
generously donated by community 
artisans and local businesses. 

Proceeds help fund the quality 
educational programs, services and 

resources including field trips, arts, 
music, and reading programs in the 
classroom for the 2016/17 school year. 
Previous programs funded include 
bussing for the ski and swim programs, 
artists in the classroom, zumba 
workshops and more.

Event highlights will include the 

ever-popular plant table, thanks to the 
generous donations of plant starts from 
the many incredible gardeners in our 
valley. If you haven’t finished putting 
your garden in this year, come check 
out this amazing selection.  

Raffle tickets will be available for a 
GoPro and bike accessories. The penny 
auction features new and gently-used 
toys and books for kids to bid on, and 
it’s always a highlight to watch at the end 
of the day. Choose from a selection of 
delicious baked goods at the concession, 
and volunteers will be cooking up 
sausages on the BBQ and serving locally 
roasted coffee. 

Call for vendors! Local artists and 
vendors wishing to participate, or for 
general information, contact Leanna at 
250-226-7211.

Diana Cole 
discusses Nikkei 
history at Slocan 
Library
submitted

The Slocan Community Library 
announces a reading of Sideways: 
Memoir of a Misfit on Sunday, May 1 at 
1 pm. Diana Morita Cole will read from 
her book and present a short clip from 
the documentary Hidden Internment, 
which chronicles the kidnapping and 
imprisonment of 2,200 Japanese Latin 
Americans during World War II.

Sideways chronicles the life of a 
child born in an internment camp in 
Minidoka, Idaho after her family was 
expelled from Oregon in 1942 and the 
struggles her family endured during 
their relocation to a new life in an urban 
setting.

Ernest Hekkanen, editor-in-chief 
of The New Orphic Review and a friend 
of the library says “Sideways: Memoir 
of a Misfit acquaints us with what is 
uncomfortable in history, how people 
suffer and find resilience. This is a book 
full of fascinating personal insights.” 

Readings at the Slocan Community 
Library are organized by volunteers and 
are offered free of charge. Cole’s book 
will be available for purchase. The 
library is located at 710 Harold Street 
in the Village of Slocan.

Kohan Garden spring clean-up was done by these happy volunteer gardeners on April 2. 

Family and friends of Natasha Weiss gathered at the Kohan Garden on April 2 to view the new bench in memory of her professional work at the 
garden. The bench was made possible by donations from SLUGS members, family and friends with assistance from the Village of New Denver.
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by Katrine Campbell
Legendary Meats is now settled in 

its new home at the junction, and owners 
Ben and Victoria Carson couldn’t be 
happier. They and employee Reuben 
Crookbain are welcoming customers 
new and old.

“There are lots of new faces,” says 
Victoria. “About 70 percent of people 
coming in are new faces. We’re getting 
a lot of positive reaction. People say ‘I 
love that you’re closer to me!’”

In the old location, people ordered 
what they wanted, and staff fetched 
the order. Now, with two new display 
cabinets, one for frozen and one for fresh 
meat, customers say, “I can choose what 

Legendary Meats delighted with new location at the junction
I’m going to buy,” Crookbain adds. 

When the Carsons bought Legendary 
Meats from Dave and Karolyn Anderson 
in 2013, they had been in the Slocan 
Valley for one year. Three weeks after 
buying the business, they got married. 
Their timeframe for moving the location 
was similar; their first child is due in 
four weeks.

“Yes, we did this while I was 
pregnant,” she laughs.

“We are really excited to be able to 
provide a permanent home, a permanent 
professional place,” for their business, 
Ben says.

Legendary is a custom cutting shop 
for whole beast butchery, appealing to 

small holders and occasionally hunters. 
They also offer custom curing and 
smoking, sausage making, and a bi-
monthly bulk buying opportunity. 

“There’s no slaughter done here,” 

says Ben, “just cutting and wrapping.” 
Now that Passmore Pluckers has been 
saved from closure, “we’re excited about 
working with local chicken farmers.”

Legendary is at 2775 Fir/Popoff 

Drive in South Slocan and is open 
Tuesday through Friday from 10 am to 
6 pm, Saturday 10 to 5, closed Sunday 
and Monday. Phone number is 778-454-
CUTS; website is legendarymeats.ca.

by River Fantuz
Nicol Suhr, principal of Lucerne 

Elementary Secondary School in New 
Denver for the past two years, has 
accepted a vice-principal position at a 
large secondary school in Nanaimo for 
the upcoming school year. Her last day as 
Lucerne principal will be July 31. 

“Sometimes new opportunities arise 
that meet the needs of a family, and this 
is one of those times,” she said. Suhr has 
family on Vancouver Island.

Originally from the Okanagan, Suhr 
moved to the Kootenays 18 years ago, 
and has been living in Nakusp for nearly 
17 years. She taught math and science for 
12 years at Nakusp Secondary, and then 
became president of the Arrow Lakes 

Nicol Suhr, principal of Lucerne School for the past two years, will be leaving the community at 
the end of the school year.

Nicol Suhr leaving Lucerne School in September 
Teachers’ Association for two years. She 
was vice-principal of Nakusp Secondary 
School for one year, and then was hired 
to replace Drew Neilson as Lucerne 
principal in September 2014.

For the last two years at Lucerne, 
Suhr says she has worked with a “highly 
professional staff, who put their students 
first and love creating great learning 
opportunities for the students here. Their 
excitement to try new things and to be 
innovative in their educational practice 
is inspiring.” 

She has also enjoyed working 
with Lucerne students. “They are very 
positive, and appreciate and value 
being outside and learning in different 
settings,” she says.

Suhr is confident that the next 
principal who walks the school halls will 

bring new gifts and talents to the school, 
and to the community.

“I think I am leaving the school in a 
good place,” she said. “My hope is that 
Lucerne keeps learning, living, working 
and growing – which is the school’s 
motto – and I think it’s in a good place 
to do that.”

When she first broke the news that 
she was leaving the school, some people 
were surprised and others were sad, she 
says. She has had a lot of encouragement 
since. “I’ve enjoyed my time here and 
I’m very thankful for the experience,” 
she said.

The hiring process for a new 
principal is underway, with interviews 
scheduled for the end of April. Suhr 
will be helping with the new principal’s 
orientation to the school.
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Owners Victoria and Ben Carson in their new location, 2775 Fir/Popoff Drive, South Slocan. Employee Reuben Crookbain works the meat grinder in back.

submitted
Two people were killed April 11 in 

the crash of a small private plane near 
Trout Lake. The BC Coroners’ Service 
identified them as pilot Lynndon Wayne 
Delisle and his wife Heather Lynn 
Delisle, both of Wynyard, Saskatchewan. 

At around 5:20 pm on April 11 
the Nakusp RCMP received a report 
of a possible downed airplane in the 
Trout Lake area. A signal from the 
plane’s beacon had been picked up 
by a commercial aircraft, the crew of 
which summoned Search and Rescue 
personnel. That evening, the RCMP 
were able to confirm that a Rockwell 

112B plane with two persons on board 
had crashed in a remote mountainous 
area near Galena Lodge. A local 
helicopter pilot was able to reach the 
crash site Monday evening, where the 
two occupants of the plane were found 
deceased inside the downed aircraft.

The investigation has determined 
that the Delisles had departed Kelowna 
that day and were en route to Wynyard. 
Efforts to recover the deceased were 
carried out April 12, with the assistance 
of local Search and Rescue technicians. 

The Nakusp RCMP is continuing to 
assist the BC Coroners Service with their 
investigation into the deaths. 

Nakusp RCMP confirm two deaths in plane crash
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submitted
The Kootenays’ funniest man 

is coming to the Vallican Whole 

Don’t miss ‘Campground,’ the latest Lucas Myers production, at the Vallican Whole April 23.

Lucas Myers brings ‘Campground’ to the Vallican Whole
Community Centre on April 23. This 
is your last chance to see Lucas Myers 
in the new, improved ‘Campground: A 

Murder Mystery Comedy’ before he rolls 
it up and takes it on the road. Doors open 
at 7 pm, performance is at 8 pm sharp.

In ‘Campground,’ Lucas creates 
a world within a world, and with his 
trademark brand of observational 
humour and brilliant character work, 
he will have you rolling in the aisles 
laughing.

A young man goes missing from 
a provincial campground while on a 
personal journey to discover himself. 

Four people are suspects. Despite 
lack of evidence aside from Facebook 
posts and the video from the young 
man’s cell phone, the overzealous 
detective is undeterred. Was there foul 
play? More importantly, did someone 
remember to bring the toilet paper (and 
the potato salad)? Warning: flashlights, 
self-discovery, didgeridoo.

Individual tickets for ‘Campground’ 
are $21 at www.vallicanwhole.com 
or $20 at Otter Books in Nelson. The 

Vallican Whole is at 3762 Little Slocan 
S Rd. 

This is the windup of the Whole’s 
hugely successful ‘Up Close and Intimate’ 
series, which featured a sophisticated 
evening of jazz on Valentine’s Day, and 
the Kootenay Divas performing before 
an ecstatic crowd earlier this month. Both 
events drew a full house. Next up after 
Lucas will be classical music on Mother’s 
Day, and ALT Fest on June 18. Stay tuned 
for more local culture!

submitted
Award-winning Winlaw artist 

Frantisek Strouhal was chosen for a 
national art exhibition at the Centre for 
the Arts in Kamloops. His figurative 
artwork Aurora was juried for inclusion 
into the 2016 Open Show April 22-May 
1. “I am very pleased and gratified to 
have been chosen to participate,” he 
says. “It is nice to be recognized locally 
and nationally.”

Strouhal is internationally admired 
for his flawless use of traditional 19th 
century techniques combined with 
his unique contemporary yet timeless 
artistic vision.

He says that his work is a reflection 
of his own renaissance. His subjects 
seem to emerge from a surreal, dreamlike 
pool of warm sepia tones as if bathed or 
suspended in an ethereal vapour. 

Strouhal owns Mirage Studio, 

Strouhal chosen to exhibit in national show in Kamloops
where he spends most of his time 
creating new artworks and doing 
portraits on commission. His works are 
in many private collections and have 
been featured in numerous juried and 

invitational exhibitions internationally.
You can view his artworks at www.

frantisekstrouhal.com, and he can be 
reached at frantisekstrouhal@gmail.
com.

Winlaw artist Frantisek Strouhal was chosen for a national art exhibition at the Centre for the Arts in 
Kamloops. His Aurora was juried for inclusion into the 2016 Open Show April 22 - May 1. 

submitted
Shambhala is  back for  i ts 

19th year and has just announced 
2016’s headliners. While many have 
speculated in recent months about 
how a low loonie would impact 
Canadian festivals, a glance at the 2016 
Shambhala lineup shows its resilience 
and diversity. It reminds us all why 
Canada’s premiere electronic music 
festival sold out in record time this 
year, well ahead of announcing a single 
headliner, for the first time in its history.

Expertly curated, this versatile 
lineup offers something for everyone. 

Shambhala Music Festival announces 2016 headliners
Old school fans will be excited by acts 
like Felix Da Housecat, Cut Chemist, 
Velvet Green, Roni Size & KRUST’s 
Full Cycle revival, ANDY C, Caspa & 
Rusko, Questlove and Nightmares On 
Wax, while newer electronic music fans 
will be delighted by acts like Snails, 
Boys Noize, Hermitude, marshmello, 
TroyBoi and more.

As always, the lineup includes 
a host of crowd favourites, veterans, 
up-and-comers, and bona fide legends. 
Make sure your dancing shoes are 
broken in, because your feet won’t stop 
moving all week.
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GENERAL OUTLINE - Reporting to the Arena/Parks Assistant 
Manager, the successful applicant must be responsible, hard 
working, able to work independently, and have an aptitude for 
equipment operation. The employment period is from May 16th to 
August 26th.  Work duties will include grounds maintenance and 
janitorial tasks. Previous experience in grounds maintenance 
is desirable. 
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:

• Valid Class 5 Driver’s Licence;
• Ability to follow instructions, observe safety, and follow policy 
regulations.

RATE OF PAY AND COMPENSATION - As per the Collective 
Agreement, rate of pay will be $11.65/hr.

Please forward your resume no later than 3:00 p.m., April 29, 
2016 to the Village of Nakusp– Box 280, Nakusp BC V0G 1R0, 
91 1st Street NW.  E-mail twelsh@nakusp.com.  The Village 
thanks all who apply, however only those chosen for interviews 
will be contacted.

Dated April 8, 2016
Village of Nakusp

VILLAGE OF NAKUSP
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

SUMMER STUDENT
(1 Position available)

by Claire Paradis
If you look down Broadway Street 

in Nakusp, you’ll see there’s a beautiful 
new timber-framed addition to the 
downtown core. The change has arrived 
in the shape of Shon’s Bike and Ski 
shop, moving up from its former 
4th Avene location into a historic 
downtown Nakusp building. The 
change has not come without some 
controversy. 

Co-owner Janis Neufeld said the 
move came because the bike shop 
had outgrown its former location, 
thanks to the support of the local 
community. And with the move came 

the opportunity to realize Shon’s vision 
of creating something more than just a 
bike shop. Wanting more than a place 
to get your bike serviced, Shon wanted 
to create a centre that would nourish 
the culture of cycling, a place for like-
minded people to get together, share 
stories, encourage each other, and then 
go for rides. Shon’s vision was to have 
a centre for bike culture that would be 
an attraction in and of itself, and that 
included having food and drinks. 

“ F o o d  h e l p s  p e o p l e  f e e l 
comfortable, relax, and want to hang 
out,” Janis told me. “Coffee and cycling 
go hand in hand. Beer and mountain 

biking go hand in hand.” According to 
a survey by online mountain biking site 
Singletracks, drinking came in second 
for activities bikers like to do when 
they’re not riding trails, and beer came 
in third for favourite food. Yes, you 
read that right, favourite food.

Some local businesses were not 
happy to hear that the bike shop was 
also planning to serve food and beer, 
Janis said, although everyone is happy 
to see the upgrades that have been made 
to the building

“I think it’s a beautiful building, 
I think it’s a great addition to the 
main street,” said Maureen McPhee, 
Assistant Manager at K2 Rotor Lodge. 
But she had no comment about the 
bike shop’s intention to serve food and 
drinks. “Honestly, I haven’t thought 
about it.”

Shon’s Bike and Ski shop opened 
its new location on Broadway with 
fanfare nonetheless. The Nakusp and 
Area Bike Society set up a fundraising 
hamburger stand, and there were 
tunes, balloons, bikes and people, lots 
of people.  

“Riding a bike is good for you,” 
Janis laughed, adding that it’s often the 
first mode of transportation for kids, 
which means they get freedom as well 

as good health. “It lowers your carbon 
footprint, it decreases congestion 
downtown – there would be way more 
parking if people [rode their bikes].” 

And it was concerns about 
insufficient parking for cars that was 
at the heart of the Village’s hesitation 
to grant the shop a restaurant licence. 
Because of the number of different 
activities in the shop, current bylaws 
require the business to have 20 parking 
stalls available, Janis told me by text. 
She also said that they “are now 
working with the Village to find a 
solution that will enable the shop to 
open the food service soon, and looking 
at long-term solutions for the continued 
diversification of our business.”

“[Biking] is a wonderful way to 
commute,” said Janis. Some people 
might balk at the amount of time it 
takes to bike where they want to go, 
but Janis pointed out that “the time 
is a commitment to yourself and 
your physical health, and that is so 
tied to mental health and spiritual 
health. When you get fit and healthy, 
it permeates every aspect of your life.”

And if what she believes is true, 
cycling could permeate the economic 
aspects of Nakusp as well. Janis related 
that she was told at a mountain biking 

World-class downhill racer Elladee Brown, right of Janis and Shon, made sure to be in Nakusp for the opening of the shop. 

Shon’s Bike and Ski brings change to downtown Nakusp
symposium to ‘get ready, ‘cause they’re 
coming.’

“We’re in the epicentre of mountain 
biking,” particularly Nakusp, she 
said, because it’s located between 
Revelstoke – which has invested huge 
amounts on mountain biking trails and 
infrastructure – and Nelson, Rossland 
and Retallack. “Everybody wants to 
find the hidden gem, and we’re that 
hidden gem.” 

Taking pride in and caring for 
that gem is reflected in the loving 
restoration of the building at the heart 
of Nakusp. Originally built by Mr. 
Abriel, the renovation has been a 
community affair. Janis says she has 
been amazed by the support coming 
from contractors, community members, 
the Village, and the building’s owner 
Warren Jones. People on the street 
have been excited by the building’s 
rejuvenation, watching the change it 
brings to downtown Nakusp. 

“It’s a pretty strong symbol of the 
revitalization and change going on in 
Nakusp at the moment… It’s change 
and sometimes it takes time to accept 
change and know why it’s changing,” 
acknowledged Janis. “Ultimately 
I know it will benefit everybody 
downtown.” 
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The eighth season is approaching 

at Studio Connexion Gallery and 
curator Anne Béliveau is getting 
enthused by its seven new fine 
art exhibitions. From diversity, 
the studio is going back to the 
ever popular landscape with subtle 
variations.

Arrow Lakes artist Denyse 
Marshall will begin her second solo 
show at the gallery on Friday, May 
13. Her artwork has evolved in a 
looser landscape style translated with 
oil on canvas. After an exhibition in 
Fort Frances last year, she felt ready 
to show her progression.

Roni Jurgensen from New 
Denver will exhibit her latest 
paintings for the first time in the 
Nakusp venue. Jurgensen graduated 
from the Calgary College of Art and 
Design and had a show at the Hidden 
Garden Gallery last summer.

Kate Marlowe will not only be 
visiting family this summer but will 
be doing her first solo show. The 
young Vancouverite has been busy 

Studio Connexion Gallery embraces its eighth season
putting together her portfolio to 
prepare for her graduation in Art and 
Design. She loves landscape and will 
share her new creations.

Holly Woods returns with her 
whimsical style and creative florals. 
Watercolour is always popular and 
Woods has truly her own way of 
working with watercolour and ink. 
Now a resident of Grand Forks, she 
always looks for an occasion to come 
back for a visit.

This season, the first summer 
group show starts just in time for 
the Columbia Basin Culture Tour. 
Tim Andrew has been invited 
back with his engraved stainless 
steel, Carleen Ross will present her 
wildlife, Madelaine Elia with her 
latest creations, Janice Hogg with 
her collages and Linda Dixon will 
represent textile arts. The reception 
on the Saturday afternoon offers a 
great opportunity to see a good mix 
of art and to meet the artists.

The only photography exhibition 
will be by a regional favourite, 
Patrizia Menton from Hills, who 

returns to give us Mediterranean 
scenes. Béliveau has always loved 
this photographer’s work and is 
thrilled to showcase her talent again. 

The regular exhibition season 
finishes with the long-awaited return 
of local artist David Nixon. His 
first show astonished everyone and 
was sold out. Nixon is a master at 
landscape and will exhibit from 
September 20 until Thanksgiving 
weekend, October 8.

You can become a ‘Friend 
of Studio Connexion Gallery’ by 
buying a $10 annual membership, 
which will keep you first informed 
about the artists and their exhibitions 
along with special events. Also, 
members can rent the space for small 
gatherings. 

Studio Connexion Gallery is 
at 203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp; 
business hours are 11 am to 4 
pm, Tuesday to Saturday. Private 
appointments can be arranged, call 
Anne at 250-265-3586 or 250-265-
8888. Follow us: www.facebook.
com/studioconnexion. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
Nakusp Hot Springs and Chalets will be closed from April 
18 to April 24/16 inclusive, for spring maintenance.

Reopening April 25/16. 
open daily 9:30 am to 9:30 pm

www.nakusphotsprings.com
250 265 4528
1 866 999 4528

Victim Services Program Coordinator
Part-time (20 hours per week)

Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community Services (ASLCS) in 
partnership with the Nakusp RCMP Detachment seeks a 
customer-oriented individual to join their department in the 
Victim Services Program Coordinator role.  This position 
oversees the Detachment’s victim services program, provides 
support services to victims, youth and families and liaises with 
RCMP members and a variety of government and community 
services in order to coordinate efforts.  Responsibilites also 
include preparing and maintaining a variety of records, reports 
and correspondence, and assisting in the preparation and 
monitoring of an operational budget.  The Victim Services 
Program Coordinator performs duties under minimal supervision 
and oversees volunteers as needed.

Necessary skills and qualifications include:
• Completion of Grade 12; related post-secondary education; 

and/or equivalent combination of training, education and 
experience;

• Significant knowledge of crisis intervention practices and 
techniques, services offered by community agencies and 
organizations, and of court and police procedures related 
to the work;

• Excellent written and verbal communication skills and the ability 
to establish and maintain effective working relationships;

• Ability to function well in high stress and emotionally charged 
situations;

• RCMP Enhanced Security Clearance is required;
• Possess and maintain a valid Class 5 BC driver’s license or 

equivalent with an acceptable driving record;
• Sound working knowledge of Microsoft Office;
• Available to be called upon during nighttime and weekend 

hours, if required, for an emergency.

This is a unionized position with the starting wage at $20.21 and 
benefit eligible after the probation period.  If your experience and 
education have prepared you for success in this role and you 
are committed to working in a manner that supports a respectful, 
healthy, and safe environment, we invite you to submit a cover 
letter, resume and current driver’s abstract.  Please note only 
complete applications will be considered.

If interested please submit your application to Human Resources:  

PO Box 100, Nakusp, BC  V0G 1R0
E : hiring@aslcs.com    F : 250-265-3378

We thank all applicants for their interest; however, 
only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

Transit Coordinator – Temporary Position
Job Summary: The incumbent is responsible for supervising 
transportation staff, performing management duties, perfor-
mance reviews and professional development. The individual 
oversees all safety procedures and must ensure vehicle safety 
and maintenance is completed on time at all times.  Other du-
ties include, but are not limited to, administrative duties, policy 
development, etc. This position is based out of Nelson, BC.

Requirements:
• 1 – 3 years’ work experience with transit systems program 

delivery or equivalent
• Ability to complete a criminal record check
• Possess a valid Class 2 driver’s license or be willing to obtain 

one 
• Clean driver’s abstract
• Supervisory experience with demonstrated motivating, train-

ing, appraising and general supervisory skills
• Ability to effectively communicate both verbally and in writing
• Ability to interpret Collective Agreements and Agency Policy 

and Procedures and ensure they are adhered to
• Must be a “team player” and a creative thinker with good 

administrative,  and organizational skills
• Must have good computer skills and be versed in Word and 

Excel
• Must have some knowledge of basic budget management
• Must attend monthly staff meetings and management meet-

ings as they are called (some of this can be done virtually).

Work Conditions:
• Interacts with employees, management and other business 

contacts as necessary
• Travel required

If interested please submit your application to Human 
Resources by April 29, 2016:  

PO Box 100, Nakusp, BC  V0G 1R0
E : hiring@aslcs.com    F : 250-265-3378

We thank all applicants for their interest; however, 
only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

by Art Joyce
T h e  K o o t e n a y  B u s i n e s s 

Magazine will feature Nakusp in 
its next edition, and the article that 
will appear about the Nakusp and 
District Chamber of Commerce and 
its manager, Cedra Eichenauer, is 
posted on its website right now. The 
article highlights the cooperative 
venture of the Kaslo and Area, 
Slocan District and Nakusp and 
District Chambers in promoting 
the West Koot Route, as well as the 
various attractions around Nakusp.

The article, written by Marie 
Milner, quotes Eichenauer as saying: 
“The Nakusp area has a range of 
outdoor and cultural attractions, but 
the West Koot Route provides even 
more for longer stays. We’ve got six 
golf courses and three developed 
hot springs; many trails, lakes and 
provincial parks; and quite a few 
festivals and events.” 

Nakusp events profiled include 
Kootenay Sufferfest, Nakusp 
Medieval Days, Canada Day 
celebrations, and the Celebration 
of Light held at Christmas. The 
Society for Creative Anachronism, 
which produces the Medieval Days 
event, says they received a warm 
reception from the community last 
year. Eichenauer says the Nakusp 
Chamber is seeking funding from 
the Columbia Basin Trust to hire 

Nakusp Chamber written up in Kootenay Business Magazine
an events coordinator to help cross-
promote these attractions. 

In her position as Chamber and 
Nakusp Visitor Centre manager, 
Eichenauer is an important resource 
for visitors and local businesspeople. 
She promotes open dialogue in the 
community through newsletters, the 

online community events calendar, 
and conversations with the Chamber 
membership. Her lifelong residency 
and love of Nakusp makes her 
ideally suited to her role.

To read the article, visit: http://
kootenaybiz.com/nakusp/article/
nakusp_chamber_2016  

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

Plant Donations for PALS 
Mother’s Day Plant Sale 
Gratefully Accepted.  For 

more information or to donate 
call PALS at 250-265-3792 or 

email info@pals-online.ca.

PALS continues its Identification 
Awareness campaign during the 

month of April.  All pets spayed or 
neutered at the Nakusp Veterinary 
Clinic will be offered free tattoos.

by Jan McMurray
The vote for Nakusp and Defined 

Area K CBT Community Initiatives 
and Affected Area funding program 
projects was held April 17.

For projects over $10,000, the 
Rotary Club of Nakusp’s Waterfront 
Landscape Lighting Project – Phase 
1 got the most votes (456) and 
will receive $30,000. The Arrow 
Senior Citizens Society’s Arrowtarian 
Rotary Village Phase 5 came 
second with 428 votes and will also 
receive $30,000. In third place, the 
Nakusp & Area Bike Society got 
409 votes for Mt. Abriel mountain 
bike trail network development and 
will receive $28,900. The Halcyon 
Assisted Living Society placed 
fourth with 394 votes and will 
receive $17,482.75 for automatic 

Nakusp CBT vote results in 13 successful projects
door openers for the main entry. 
The Nakusp Elementary School’s 
project to create a playground gazebo/ 
outdoor learning space was supported 
with 342 votes and will be awarded 
$22,000. The Nakusp Medieval 
Society, with 301 votes, receives the 
remaining funding of $12,024. The 
society requested $25,000.

Unsuccessful large projects were 
the Nakusp & District Chamber 
of Commerce’s event production 
and management project and the 
Nakusp Community Radio Society’s 
programming expansion project.

For projects $10,000 and under, 
the Nakusp Child Care Society’s 
maintenance upgrades project 
came out ahead with 386 votes and 
will receive $4,227.60. Kootenay 
Sufferfest Society came second 

with 346 votes and will receive 
$4,770 for a trail erosion survey and 
route maintenance. The Nakusp Rail 
Committee got 334 votes for the 
CPR Caboose and Plow Donation 
Project and will receive $4,999. 
The Old Firehall Collective Society 
came fourth with 288 votes for the 
Root & Branch Harvest project, and 
will receive $9,999. The Nakusp 
Centennial Golf Club will receive 
$7,600 for the lighting and electrical 
upgrade after receiving 281 votes. The 
Bayview Residents’ Association will 
receive $4,894.55 for fire protection 
equipment (243 votes). The Arrow 
Lakes Historical Society also got 
243 votes, and will receive $7,509 to 
publish a book on the SS Minto. The 
society had requested $10,000.

Unsuccessful projects $10,000 and 

under included the Burton Community 
Learning Centre Society’s ‘Just for the 
health of it’ program, the Nakusp 
Public Library Association’s ‘Puppets 
on the Move,’ the Hummingbird 
Community Garden’s multipurpose 
fencing, and Karate BC’s Japanese 
Internment Memorial Karate Camp.

A total of 581 people came 
out to vote. Each person votes for 

five projects over $10,000 and five 
projects $10,000 and under.

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice

It pays!!!
• Call 358-7218 for details • 
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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W.E. Graham Community School is now accepting registrations for all students in 
grades K-8, as well as accepting applications for the Valhalla Wilderness Program 
(grades 9 & 10).  The programs at WEG are intended to engage students through a 
wide variety of outdoor experiential experiences.

The Nature Primary Class (Kindergarten to 2) spends a minimum of 3 afternoons 
a week exploring the local environment and is actively involved in the use and de-
velopment of the outdoor classroom area on the Slocan River and during the winter 
months regularly x-country skis.  The school is equipped with the skis for the students.   
Students are given a clothing list so they can be prepared for any weather.

The Intermediate Program (3-5) regularly access the outdoor classroom as well and 
have 2 regular blocks of outdoor education which include hiking, x-country skiing and 
snowshoeing.  The school is also equipped with skis for these students.

The Outdoor Education Leadership Program (6-8).  The OELP combines experiential 
activities with core academics to create a program that fosters leadership, resilience, an 
awareness of the outdoors, self-confidence and outdoor skills.  The program includes 
day trips as well as extended out-trips.

The Valhalla Wilderness Program (9 – 10) is a one-of-a-kind junior wilderness 
program that has achieved an international reputation for excellence.  This program 
focuses on creating a one-of-a-kind experience which involves backcountry skiing, 
mountain biking, hiking and canoeing.  The students receive certificates in avalanche 
awareness as well as first aid.  This program involves 5 to 6 extended out trips as well 
as day trips every Friday.  In conjunction with the outdoor experience the students are 
also in class for a regular selection of academic classes and integrated curriculum 
experiences.  Spaces in this program are limited and an application process is required 
in addition to a regular registration form.  If you are not in the W.E. Graham catchment 
area it is important that you complete a Student Transfer form by March 30, 2016.

Slocan Homelinks Homeschoolers are welcome at our Homelinks program Grades 
K- 7. Contact Kathryn Rexin for more information.  If you have any questions regard-
ing our school or the specific programs offered, please do not hesitate to contact Ed 
Nielsen (Principal) at 250–355–2212 or enielsen@sd8.bc.ca

Take one part rock’n’ roll, one part jazz, and one part country, shake it up 
with a gorgeous dynamic voice and call it “A SIMPLE TWIST.”

featuring 
Ben Beveridge • Violin and Mandolin   Tony Ferraro • Drums   

Rob Fahie • Bass   Paul Landsberg • Guitar 
Bonnington Arts Centre, Nakusp, BC April 28 Show 7:30

Jazz Club, Regent Hotel, Revelstoke, BC April 29 Show 7:30 
International Jazz Day celebration Spirit Bar Nelson, BC April 30

With so many singers trying to sound like someone else, it’s a treat to hear Laura 
Landsberg’s fresh and original voice...she’s a natural.

- CBC HOT Air

GENERAL OUTLINE - Reporting to the Director Recreation & 
Parks, the successful applicant will be responsible for assisting 
in the preparation of management plans, programming and 
marketing plans, and needs assessments specific to recreation 
and parks.

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:

• Currently attending or returning to post-secondary school;
• Post-secondary courses in recreation, urban and/or rural 

planning;
• Valid Class 5 Driver’s Licence;
• Ability to follow instructions, observe safety, and follow policy 

regulations.

RATE OF PAY AND COMPENSATION - As per the Collective 
Agreement, rate of pay will be $11.65/hr.

Please forward your resume no later than 3:00 p.m., April 22, 
2016 to the Village of Nakusp– Box 280, Nakusp BC V0G 
1R0, 91 1st Street NW. E-mail twelsh@nakusp.com. The 
Village thanks all who apply, however only those chosen for 
interviews will be contacted.

Dated April 8, 2016
Village of Nakusp

VILLAGE OF NAKUSP
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

SUMMER STUDENT
(1 Position available)

by Katrine Campbell
• After a presentation by engineer 

Victor Jmaeff, analyzing two case 
scenarios for the Nakusp District 
Biomass Heating System, council 
decided to shelve the project “until 
such time as appropriate levels of grant 
funding become available.”

In October 2015, council authorized 
a contract with Jmaeff to do a detailed 
economic analysis of the proposed 
project at a cost of $14,700, of which 
$11,700 was funded by CBT. The 
purpose of the analysis was to provide 
council with more information on the 

Nakusp Council April 11: Biomass project shelved for now
feasibility of the project. 

Councillor Tom Zeleznik said he 
had met with the school board re: 
extending the system to the youth centre; 
the board is now waiting to see what the 
Village will do. The Nakusp and Area 
Youth Society would provide land for 
the project, and grants would be easier to 
get with a partnership, he said. He asked 
council not to let the youth centre vision 
die, and to work with them.

• Public seats in the council chambers 
were full and more people listened in 
from the lobby as council debated a 
variance request from Shon’s Bike & 

Ski. Proponents Shon and Janis Neufeld 
had asked for a reduction in required 
off-road parking spaces from 20 to four. 
In the end, council decided to refer the 
issue of parking requirements in the 
Downtown Core Development Permit 
area to staff, for possible amendments 
to the zoning bylaw. (See separate story.)

• The 2016 budget was presented by 
staff and approved by council. Highlights 
include a five percent tax increase to 
provide a $45,000 increase in revenue; 
creation of an election reserve, $3,000 
per year, to provide stable funding for 
elections; internal recovery transfers 
between departments will be eliminated; 
two summer students will be employed, 
one as a WaterSmart ambassador and the 
other to do a recreation program needs 
assessment and plan, and a business 
plan and marketing strategy for the hot 
springs.

The revenue increase from the tax 
hike will be impacted by the need to 
borrow to buy a tender apparatus for 
the fire department, which will have 
an annual debenture cost of $41,500. 
Fire Chief Terry Warren said the tender 
is 34 years old, they couldn’t start it 
the other day, and can’t get parts for 
it. Also, fire engines must be replaced 
every 20 years; if a municipality fails 
to do this, insurance on every building 
in town rises. There are five years left 
on Nakusp’s fire engine, and a new one 
has to be ordered in advance because it 
takes a year to build one, at a minimum 
cost of $800,000 US.

Taylor noted the Village has cut back 
on staff but can’t cut any more “or we 
won’t get the job done.”

• Mayor Karen Hamling reported 
on the Arrow Lakes Reservoir Debris 
Committee meeting. She summed it 
up by saying that BC Hydro says water 
levels will be the same as last summer; 
the forecast maximum is 1,429.6 feet on 
August 5. The committee is composed 
of representatives from BC Hydro, the 
City of Castlegar, RDCK Area J and the 
Nakusp Marina, as well as the Village 
of Nakusp. It deals with cleaning up 

wood debris and increasing recreation 
and boat access.

• Hamling also reported on attending 
several Rural Dividend meetings with 
reps from New Denver, Silverton, 
Slocan, Kaslo, and Areas H, K and D. 
They discussed regional priorities, and 
also discussed using rural dividend 
funds to hire someone to inventory 
regional assets, priorities, resources and 
committees and find ways for them to be 
optimized in the context of the regional 
economic development opportunities.

Hamling recommended that council 
direct staff to provide a report on possible 
investments at the hot springs under 
the Rural Dividend program, in order 
to create jobs and support economic 
development in Nakusp. Council 
approved the motion.

• Councillor Bill Tobey reported 
that NACFOR has given $20,000 in 
donations, either cash or firewood, to 
about 10 local groups. Grant applications 
will be taken again in the fall. All the 
money came from operations funding.

• Council will send a letter of support 
for the Wensley Bench industrial park 
project, and include in the letter the 
importance of the project. Details are 
not being released yet. Hamling said 
she has met with the Ktunaxa Nation 
and discussed their plans for the park, 
at Box Lake. 

“It will be phenomenal for Nakusp,” 
she said. Councillor Ulli Mueller 
questioned how the Village could write 
a letter without more information on 
the details of the project and suggested 
council discuss it in camera.

The Ktunaxa were granted 242 ha. 
of Crown land east of Box Lake under 
the Incremental Treaty Agreement. 
This would, according to the Nation’s 
website, “create new opportunities for 
local businesses interested in partnering 
with the Ktunaxa to develop the lands 
and expand their businesses. This 
agreement and the business partnerships 
it will foster, will provide economic 
benefits and employment opportunities 
to the local community.”

• Council approved the Fire Hydrant 
Maintenance Policy. It is based on a 
comprehensive tear-down program 
which included the systematic inspection 
of every fire hydrant, done in 2011. 
Public works recommended a three-year 
schedule to ensure each hydrant is torn 
down and repaired within a three-year 
period. Fire Chief Terry Warren said, 
“We have no problem with this as long 
as they work when we open them.”

• Council approved a request for a 
pay increase from Jackie Kilburn, the 
dog control officer for both Nakusp and 
Area K. The base rate, which covers five 
callouts per month, will be increased 
from $1,000 to $1,500; additional 
callouts will be paid at $50 each, and 
emergency callouts at $75. The base rate 
is shared with the RDCK; the callout fee 
depends on the jurisdiction.

Hamlilng said Kilbourn does “a 
phenomenal job, better than anyone 
we’ve had. She’s very good at talking to 
owners who have problems controlling 
their dogs.”

• A request from the Nakusp Child 
Care Society for an exemption from, or 
reduction of, the 2016 utilities bills was 
denied. CAO Laurie Tayler said the 
Village had received two or three other 
requests for rate reduction but “we can’t 
reduce for one and not for all.” Hamling 
added the Village works out the costs for 
water and sewer and the utilities have to 
pay for themselves. Mueller added the 
provincial government has “downloaded 
on us; they should be paying the costs.”

Landsberg takes new 
album on the road
submitted

Nelson-based vocalist Laura 
Landsberg is spreading her latest offering 
of wonderfully reinvented classics across 
the Kootenays this spring backed by a 
band of amazing musicians.

They will appear at the Bonnington 
Arts Centre in Nakusp April 28. Doors 
open at 7, and the show starts at 7:30. 
Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for 
students and seniors.

Landsberg released A Simple Twist 
earlier this year and has been looking 
forward to bringing her take on classics 
from Bob Dylan, Van Morrison, Led 
Zeppelin and more on the road. Take one 
part rock ’n’ roll, one part jazz, and one 
part country, shake it up with a gorgeous 
and dynamic voice and that’s the treat 
audiences are in for.

“There’s nothing better than touring 
with a band of respected musicians with 
an album that people will easily find a 
connection to,” says Landsberg. “I had 
such a wonderful time recording these 
incredible songs in a new way. I can’t 
wait to perform them in front of a live 
audience.”

Landsberg uses her musical curiosity 
to combine elements of jazz, country and 
rock to deliver a song in a way that’s all 
her own. It is a beautiful mix of stellar 
musicianship, great song choices and 
fantastic delivery. 

Helping bring A Simple Twist to life 
on this leg of the tour are Paul Landsberg 
(guitar), Rob Fahie (bass), and Tony 
Ferraro (drums), and special guest Ben 
Beveridge on violin, mandolin, and slide 
guitar. www.lauralandsberg.com, www.
facebook.com/Lauralandsbergmusic.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

THE CORPORATION OF THE 
VILLAGE OF SLOCAN

NOTICE OF PROPOSED 
DISPOSITION OF MUNICIPAL 

PROPERTY
Pursuant to section 26 of the Community Charter, public notice 
is hereby given that the Village of Slocan intends to proceed 
with the disposition of vacant commercial lands legally de-
scribed as Lots 17 & 18, Block 11, Plan 496, District Lot 292 
in the Village of Slocan. The Lands will be sold to Courtney & 
Russell Hulbert of Ice Creek Lodge for the purpose of develop-
ing a year-round store front and office space. The consideration 
to be received by the Village of Slocan for the disposition is 
$30,000.00. Council will give final consideration to the disposi-
tion at their regular meeting of May 9, 2016. Written comments 
regarding this matter will be received at the Village Office until 
4 pm on Thursday, May 5th, 2016.

Part-time Janitor 
Job Summary:  Under the direction of the Executive Director, 
this part-time position is responsible for performing janitorial 
duties for the Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community Services of-
fice in Nakusp, BC.

Duties: 
• Cleaning tasks including, garbage removal, vacuuming, 
sweeping/mopping, dusting, floor maintenance
• Cleaning of bathrooms, lunchroom and common areas
• Empty trash and recycling 
• Clean interior glass
• Dust partitions, cabinets, shelves, railings
• Take stock of cleaning and sanitizing supplies
• Perform other assigned duties as required

Qualifications:
• Must have previous cleaning experience
• Must have the ability to perform outlined tasks with minimum 

supervision
• Must be self-motivated and organized
• Ability to adhere to safety requirements
• Strong work ethics and a good record of attendance
• Must possess physical ability to perform all cleaning/janito-

rial tasks
• WHMIS 
• Must be able to complete a criminal record check

Working hours are negotiable and wage is based on experience.

If interested please submit your application to Human Re-
sources by April 27, 2016:  
PO Box 100, Nakusp, BC  V0G 1R0
E: hiring@aslcs.com    F: 250-265-3378

We thank all applicants for their interest; however, 
only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• Councillor Perriere reported that 

the upcoming 30th anniversary of 
Slocan Expo Park will be celebrated 
on the Labour Day weekend at an 
event organized by the Spirit of Slocan 
Committee. 

• Council directed Village staff 
to meet with Gail Morris to draft an 
agreement for Morris to use Expo Park’s 
upper bench and facilities (concession 
stand, stage, bathrooms, grounds, and 
parking areas) for an Artisan/Farmers 
Market to be held every Saturday from 
June 4 to September 3, 2016. Morris said 
the weekly event would enhance other 
events at the park, the Unity Fest parking, 
soccer tournaments, and the park’s 30th 
anniversary celebration. Morris said this 
would be a pilot project to promote and 
support “entrepreneurial opportunity.” 
She hopes to attract organic farmers 
and artists of all stripes: musicians, 
cooks, writers, actors, and dancers. CAO 
Michelle Gordon said Tim Hill believes 
the project is “do-able” – water hook-up 
is okay; the park washrooms need new 
toilets and fixtures but this can be done 
this spring. The kitchen needs work and 
cannot be used but Morris said “culinary 
arts” could be prepared off-site prior to 
the market.

• Mayor Lunn spoke about the 
School District 8 Facilities Plan meetings 
and said the possibility of closing a 
school was “distressing” and “urgent.” 
“I feel for the whole community and 
sub-region,” she said. She described WE 
Graham’s outdoor education program 
as “world class” and “unique to the 
district.” 

Slocan council will make a 
presentation to the school board on 
April 19, and has sent in a letter of 
support for WE Graham in response to 
the scenario scoring. Mayor Lunn said 
Area H Director Walter Popoff had been 
refused a meeting with the Minister of 
Education during his upcoming tour of 
the school district.

• Mayor Lunn reported on several 
sub-regional Rural Dividend meetings 
she has attended. She said the group 
is considering submitting a proposal 
to the Province to hire an economic 
development officer for the sub-region. 

• Three items were brought 
forward from in camera: the sale of 
two downtown lots to Ice Creek Lodge 
(see separate article), animal control, 
and Royal Canadian Legion Hall 
renovations.

-CAO Michelle Gordon reported that 
there have been a number of complaints 
about dogs. Mayor Lunn said that if 
Slocan were to have the Regional District 
provide animal control services, like it 
does, for example, in Nakusp, then taxes 
would have to increase. Council directed 
the CAO to look into various scenarios 
for animal control enforcement.

-The CAO said a 2013 building 
assessment of the Legion Hall had 
identified deficiencies in its structural 
envelope. Jessie Novak of Sustainable 
Roots Contracting has been hired to 
fix the roof, and will provide quotes for 
other necessary work for the May council 
meeting. During public participation, 
Ken Couston asked about council’s 
bidding process. Mayor Lunn explained 
that the Village is required to call for bids 
for jobs over a certain value (she thought 

the figure was $75,000). These jobs are 
under that total. She said the Village 
has been pleased with work Sustainable 
Roots has done on other projects.

• At Councillor Van Bynen’s 
suggestion, council agreed to close off 
vehicle access to the northern area of 
beach parking, which is a bottleneck 
during the summer. Van Bynen wants 
log barriers to be placed now “before 
everyone gets used to driving down 
there.” Pedestrians will still be able to 
enter.

• Slocan council agreed to let ‘The 
Muriels,’ a group of four artists – Vanessa 
Bate, Tanya Pixie Johnson, Stephanie 
Kellet and Bubzee Feller – paint a mural 
on the outside of the beach washroom 
building in Slocan.

• At Denise Dufault’s request, council 
agreed to support, in principle, the 
Slocan River Streamkeepers’ initiative 
to conduct heavy metal water testing on 
Springer Creek, noting that this would 
be a valuable addition to current baseline 
data being collected. Streamkeepers will 
apply for a grant to fund this testing.

• Council gave permission to the 
Slocan Valley Outriders Association to 
replace the riding arena fencing, and 
agreed to write a letter supporting the 
SVOA’s grant application. The current 
riding ring fencing is 20 years old and 
deteriorating.

• Once more, council discussed the 
state of two flags flying on tall poles at the 
Logger Sports area. Councillor Perriere 
called the shredded flag remains “a 
disgrace.” Council expressed frustration 

at the year and a half process that now 
appears to have ended with word that 
the replacement flags are lost. Council 
voted to remove the flag remains and 
not replace them. Councillor Van Bynen 
opposed the motion because he would 
like to replace the flags if possible. 

• Council gave three readings to the 
Village’s Financial Plan (2016-2020) 
Bylaw and 2016 Annual Tax Rate 
Bylaw. In 2017, the financial plan calls 
for allocating $432,000 from surplus, 
borrowing $800,000 and obtaining 
$2,430,000 in grants for the microhydro 
project. Mayor Lunn explained the 
figures were “placeholders” for the 
potential development. 

• Council adopted the Fees and 
Charges Amendment Bylaw—2016 
Campground Rates. Campsite fees will 
go up a dollar and shower times will be 
decreased to five minutes. Sani-dump and 
firewood fees will not change.

• Council agreed that all available 
councillors will attend the New Denver 
May Days parade. If the fire truck 
has been repaired and Councillor Joel 
Pelletier is up to the challenge, he will 
drive it to the parade. Council warned 
Pelletier that the antique has its quirks 
and is not easy to drive. 

• Village staff will research details 
about the 2017 West Koot Route art 
calendars. Council would like to sell the 
calendars in the Village, possibly at the 
Village Office, the campground, and local 
businesses.

• Mayor Lunn reported on the 
unanimous decision of the West Kootenay 

Boundary Regional Hospital board to 
write to the Minister of Health advocating 
for a quick start to the renovation project 
at the hospital in Trail. Councillor Jean 
Patterson said, “We need a new hospital!” 
Councillor Madeleine Perriere said, “We 
needed it 20 years ago!”

• Councillor Madeleine Perriere 
brought council’s attention to an 
announcement about the Community 
Voters Challenge. She noted that 
although Rossland won the contest to 
have the greatest increase in voter turnout 
between the 2011 and 2015 elections 
in the Kootenay Columbia and South 
Okanagan West Kootenay ridings, Slocan 

was the community with the highest 
turnout (84%). Mayor Jessica Lunn said, 
“Congratulations, Slocan!”

• During public participation, Ken 
Causton informed council that he was 
making preliminary plans to build a 
paddlewheeler and operate it on Slocan 
Lake. He said he would come back to 
council with a proposal in the near future.

Slocan council, April 11: Expo Park to host market, anniversary celebration

by Dan Rixon
• The new dump trailer has arrived, 

and proved to be a valuable new asset 
during the recent arbor days. Chippings 
from the arbor collection are available 
to local residents from the rear of the 
Village office.

• Council endorsed Leah Main’s 
nomination to the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities board of directors for 2016-
17. First elected to the board for 2015-16, 
Main wishes to stand for re-election this 
year.

• The Village has submitted an 
Expression of Interest to the Municipal 
Natural Capital Initiative. The initiative 
is looking for five pilot communities to 
assess, inventory and catalogue natural 
capital assets. If Silverton is selected, a 
$10,000 contribution would be required 
from the Village. Councillor Main 
suggested that this could be accessed 
from gas tax funds.

• Councillor Main reported that the 
West Kootenay Transit Committee is 
considering an extra return trip per week 
on the Nakusp to Nelson route for 2017, 
following BC Transit’s announcement of 
additional funding.

• A joint application from local 
governments in the area, including 
Silverton and New Denver, will be 
sent to the Rural Dividend Program 
for a consultant to identify regional 
development needs.

• Councillor Yofonoff confirmed that 
tree roots are responsible for damage to 
the north side of the tennis court. Costing 
and options for removal and repair are 
currently being assessed.

• CAO Darrell Garceau stated that 
the 2016 utility bills have been mailed 

out. He confirmed that Public Works has 
installed new handrails and completed 
floor treatment at the Memorial Hall, and 
is completing repairs to the park swing set 
and public toilets.  

• The Regional Hospital District 
board has voted to ask IH to proceed 
with the acute care capital upgrades at 
Kootenay Boundary Regional Hospital 
as soon as possible.

•  The mayor acknowledged 
Public Works Week, May 15-21, as 
an opportunity to recognize the efforts 
of Silverton’s public works staff. He 
confirmed his participation in the New 
Denver May Day Celebrations (May 
19-23).

• Councillor Bell drew attention to 
correspondence regarding White Nose 
Syndrome, a disease that has devastated 
bat populations throughout eastern North 
America. Kootenay Bats has a database to 
monitor the spread of the disease into BC 
and can be contacted through the website 
(kootenaybats.com).

• Slocan District Chamber of 
Commerce has elected a new board, 
comprised of nine directors. Jan 
McMurray is the new president, Janice 
Gustafson is the new vice president, and 
Colin Moss remains as secretary-treasurer.

• The Slocan Valley Community 
Legacy Society thanked the Village for 
its contribution to the Slocan Valley 
Volunteer Recognition event on April 16 
in Winlaw.

• Association of Kootenay Boundary 
Local Governments (AKBLG) has 
created an admin committee, approved 
budget and a five-year plan during its 
April meeting, and is currently looking at 
possibilities for fall workshops.

Silverton council, April 12: Village receives new dump trailer
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

– New Clients Welcome –

COMING EVENTS

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

CLASSIFIED ADS

Ballroom Dance in the Kootenays
by Fran Wallis, Bronze Assoc. DIVDA
Group & Private 
classes for teens & adults
Wedding Preparation Packages
    «Plan for your special day» 
franwallis@redmtn.ca or 250-358-2448

LARRY’S REPAIR
513 PARK AVE., SLOCAN
(formerly SLOCAN AUTO)

250-355-2632

CLEANING

We do automotive from A - Z
It’s spring, time to service your lawn 

mower - Ken Hart can help
8845 Hwy 31 • Shutty Bench • 250-353-2800

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.

THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about 
starting your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify 
for the Self-Employment Program, where 
you will receive ongoing business training 
and coaching and usually financial support 
while you start your business. To learn more 
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.

VALLICAN WHOLE - UP CLOSE 
& INTIMATE entertainment series 
final performance April 23~LUCAS 
MYERS in CAMPGROUND. Limited $20 
single advanced tickets on sale at www.
VallicanWhole.com  www.Facebook.com/
TheWhole  250-226-7957.
SAILING LESSONS/TOURS at Slocan 
Village Beach - Every Sunday & Monday 
mid June-Sept. $60 Per - Teens and Adults. 
Kootenay Catamaran, info - skroby1@yahoo.
com. Cdn Yachting Certification available.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT 
Saturday, April 30 at the Slocan Legion 
Hall, 502 Harold St, starting at 6:30 pm 
sharp. $30 Buy-in. Tickets at Mountain 
Valley Station in Slocan or phone 250-355-
2672 to reserve. Be sure to get your tickets 
early as we sold out quickly last time! 
BC Gaming rules will apply. The Legion 
welcomes members & guests.
FAST FIRE WOOD KILN AND 
PAPERCLAY workshop by Ana Bokstrom. 
Interested in learning how to build and fire a 
small fastfire wood kiln or how to make and 
use paper clay for sculpture? I’m offering a 
one-day workshop where we’ll do both at 

the Harris Ranch in New Denver May 1. 
Workshop fee is $50, max of 10 participants. 
For more info or to register 250-358-2645 
or ana_inanna@yahoo.ca. 
SAVE THE DATE: Sunday May 1. Hike, 
Run or Paddle for Hospice. Watch for 
posters around town for more details.
BENEFIT for the SLOCAN VALLEY 
REFUGEE COALITION. Hound of 
the Baskervilles, a radio play adaptation, 
Saturday April 30 Bosun Hall 7:30 pm. 
Minimum donation $10. Doors open 7 pm. 
Info 358 2162.
SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
SOCIETY Annual General Meeting. 
Wednesday, April 27, 2016 from 7-9 pm. 
To be held at Slocan Community Library, 
710 Harold Street, Slocan.
VALLICAN WHOLE COMMUNITY 
CHOIR Spring Concert. Please join us 
on Sunday, May 1, 3:00 pm at the Vallican 
Whole. Admission by donation, half the 
proceeds donated to the Slocan Valley 
Refugee Coalition. Call Sharon for more 
info at (250) 226-7191.
SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
presents Diana Morita Cole, author of 
Sideways: Memoir of a Misfit (2015), 

Sunday, May 1 at 1 p.m. Diana examines 
the imprisonment of 2200 Japanese Latin 
Americans during WWII. Free Event.
JONATHAN WHITE Client Support 
Group Society’s AGM May 9, 2016, 6:00 
pm @ 401 Tower Rd Nelson BC.
AFTERNOON TEA AND SALE of 
African jewellery - an event sponsored 
by Slocan Valley Grassroots Grammas. 
Fundraiser for Stephen Lewis Foundation. 
Sunday, May 15, 2-4 pm, Passmore. Tickets 
$5 in advance only. Phone 250-226-7304.
HEALTHY COMMUNITY SOCIETY 
General Meeting: Wednesday, April 27 at 4 
pm at Lucerne School multipurpose room. The 
agenda will include a vote for the name for the 
Food Hub (come with suggestions), the Food 
Hub vision and mission statement and changes 
to our constitution. Hope to see you there!
JANE LEWIS Basketry Donation Sale - 
10 am-noon, Saturday, May 28, 2016 at the 
Threads Guild Hall. For sale by donation: 
baskets, materials, tools, and other basketry 
supplies. Proceeds to West Kootenay 
Women’s Association, per Janie’s request. 
Although not for sale, a Private Collection 
of Jane’s and others’ work will also be on 
display. Invite your basket-making buddies! 

JANE LEWIS Celebration of Life 
- 2:30 - 4:30 pm, Saturday, May 28, 
2016, at the Threads Guild Hall. We 
will enjoy photos, a memorial recording 
from members of Janie’s Gabriola choir, 
a Quaker period of silence, memories, 
singing, and light refreshments following. 
If you cannot attend, but want to share, 
please feel free to send some words to be 
read at the Celebration. For information 
or contributions, email kootenaykia(at)
gmail(dot)com. How to get there: The 
Slocan Valley Threads Guild Hall is an old 
school house located south of Lemon Creek, 
north of Winlaw, at the junction of Perry’s 
Back Road and Hwy 6, at the long straight 
stretch, at Appledale, BC.
A PRESENTATION TO EDUCATE and 
engage all Canadians on older adult abuse and 
neglect will be held on Tuesday, May 3, 2016 
at 1:00 pm at the Passmore Lodge, 3650 Old 
Passmore Rd. Presented by: Sandi McCreight, 
CRN Co-ordinator, Seniors Advocate and 
Nelson & Area Elder Abuse Prevention 
Program. For information: 250-226-7758.
M O T H E R ’ S  D AY PA N C A K E 
BREAKFAST - Sunday, May 8, 9am-12 
noon, Passmore Hall, 3656 Old Passmore 
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HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

100% CANADIAN PREF. ALUM-OXIDE. ROAK-
MAPLE BISTRO/TAVERN 3 1/4” X 3/4” - $4.39/SF 
– MILL RUN $85 Sel BETTER. NORTH PLANK. 

RL. UP TO 7’ $5.49/SF PLT. – ENG IMPORT 
FROM $3.99/SF PLT. CORK 50+ CHOICES 

FROM $2.59 SF PLT. GLUE DOWN – BAMBOO, 
SLATE FROM $3.99/SF PLT – MOST IN STOCK 

AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC

250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION
            TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

Highland Creek 
Contracting

• Excavating • Dump truck • 
Premium garden soil • Lawn 

installation • Landscaping 
Call for a estimate 

Pete Schwartz
250-358-2199

cell: 250-505-4347
highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com

Yarns, Fabrics, Fibres
Open Wed-Sat 10:30 - 4:30 • 250-551-6509

sewmuchmoreyarn.com
Storefront, 304 6th Ave. • New Denver

LARRY’S Lawn & Yard Service
• Lawn care • Spring clean-up • Pruning 

• Odd jobs • Yard waste removal 
Call Larry “the lawn guy”

250-265-7281 • 250-358-7772
Serving Silverton to Nakusp & all points in between.

CLASSIFIED ADS

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-269-7280

BONDED Journeyman carpenter • Licenced (Canadian) 
Sub-contractor • Licenced (US) Contractor. 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silvridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

WANTED

IN MEMORIAM

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

HELP WANTED

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

FOR RENT

EPONA ENTERPRISES INC.
Meeting all your electrical 

needs with friendly 
professional service. 

Call Ed Kostuch at 250-265-8091

Merrifield 
Accounting+
Personal & Small 
Business TAXES
Daily Bookkeeping

(250) 505 9748
pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

GARDENING

Personal Classifieds 
start at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

FOR SALE

HEALTH

SEWING

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$30

ACCOUNTING

THE BROKEN POT 
GARDEN CENTRE

Trees, shrubs, annuals, 
perennials, and edibles

10 km south of Kaslo • 4899 Hwy 31
Tues-Sat 9-5 • 250-353-7456

Rd. Adults $9, children under 12, $5. Silent 
Auction & plant sale. Prepared by Passmore 
Seniors Association.
C R A F T E R S  A N D  V E N D O R S 
MARKET - Spring In Silverton. Just in 
time for Mother’s Day! May 1, from 10 
am to 4 pm at the Silverton General Store 
building (next to SBS). Lots of exciting 
home businesses and vendors! Tables still 
available for $30. Contact Richelle Johnston 
at richelle.johnston@sd10.bc.ca.
MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST at the 
Slocan Legion Hall 502 Harold St. Slocan. 
Sunday, May 8 from 8:30 to 11:30 am. 
Cost $10, children 6 & under $5. Everyone 
Welcome!

MOUNTAIN COTTAGE available 
for spring rentals. Weekends, weekly or 
monthly with discounts. 250-231-2174 
slocanlakemountaincottage.com.
BRAND NEW BASEMENT SUITE in 
New Denver, large and bright, all appliances, 
shared washer/dryer. One-bedroom, $850; 
two-bedroom $1,050; includes power and 
WiFi. Must be mature, have secure income, 
two landlord references required. No pets; 
smoking outside only. Available May 1. 
Peace of Mind Rental Management 250-
358-2119, kaytrin@netidea.com.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals. 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.

ELVENDAL FARM IN HILLS – 
Vegetable and annual flower starts. Asters to 
Zucchini.  Nothing synthetic, no GE seeds. 
Farm is opened irregular hours so please call 
first. Vending at May Days in Centennial 
Park (23rd) and Farmers’ Markets in Nakusp 
and New Denver.  113 Reibin Rd. 358-2660.
THE BROKEN POT Garden Centre – 
Lots of pottery and great gift ideas. Great 
variety of small fruit trees, shrubs and 
perennials. 4899 Hwy 31. 250-353-7456. 
Monday to Saturday – 9-4:30.

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD 
JOURNEY: Monday 9-10:30 am; Thursday 
4-5:30 pm. Honour your body by reducing 
stress, building strength, flexibility and 
balance. Upper story of the fire hall in 
Silverton. Only 5 minutes from New 
Denver. Open to all levels. Come and share 
mindfulness and the exultation of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with 
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai 
massage for $50. Experience an ancient 
physiotherapy method for body/mind 
wellness. Available by appointment in the 
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel 
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/

SUMMER STUDENT position available at 
the Visitor Centre in New Denver for 2016 
season. Must be currently attending school 
and returning to school in the fall. Ideal 
candidate is friendly, outgoing, helpful and 

knowledgeable about the area’s amenities and 
attractions. The Visitor Centre is open from 
the May long weekend to Labour Day, 7 days 
a week in July and August and fewer hours 
in May and June. The student is expected to 
work 35-40 hours per week July and August. 
To apply send a resume and cover letter by 
May 1 to the Slocan District Chamber of 
Commerce, Box 448, New Denver, BC  V0G 
1S0 or email chamber@slocanlake.com.
POST SEC STUDENT REQUIRED FOR 
SUMMER WORK - Start date May 30, End 
date Sept 3. Inspirations by SANDERELLA 
is hiring a student to work full time at their 
funky, unique café boutique in New Denver 
in the position of barista/customer service. 
Pay is $14.00 per hour. Past experience in a 
café is a definite asset. Please apply by email 
to froy38@hotmail.com.
HAVE GARDEN SPACE but no time. Do 
you have time but no garden space? Call 
me. Jan: 250-358-7218.

BILL PATTERSON
May 22, 1961-April 26, 2012

I’d like the memory of me
to be a happy one.

I’d like to leave an afterglow
of smiles when life is done.
I’d like to leave an echo whispering
softly down the ways;
of happy times and laughing times
and bright and sunny days.

Love you and miss you,
Mom, Neil, Rick and families

IN LOVING MEMORY of Randy Earl 
Duncan

July 12, 1988-April 28, 2011
We thought of you today but that is nothing new
We thought of you yesterday and days before 
that, too
We think of you in silence
We often speak your name
All we have are memories
And a picture in a frame
Your memory is a keepsake
From which we will never part
God has you in his arms
We have you in our hearts
We will never stop loving you

And missing you, so much every day
-Mom, Dad, Amanda, Trevor, Meagan, 

Kayleigh and families

RUSTY VOLKSWAGON bus/van with 
split front windshield. Any information 
please call 403-527-4648.
ANDREW RHODES is looking for a 
ride to and from Vancouver before May 
15. Please call 250-358-7985 or email 
danceswithandy@gmail.com. 
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Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE – 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from 
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area 
and river swims. Call now to book your 
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
DOES YOUR DOG OR PUPPY frustrate 
you? Would you like to have the dog of your 
dreams? Would you like to confidently go 
anywhere with your dog? We can help. Go 
to www.proudofmydog.ca to find out how.

WEFA (Workplace Emergency First 
Aid): Sat May 14, 8:30am-4:30pm, $105, 
Crescent Valley Hall.
SPRING BUG DAY: Join Slocan River 
Streamkeepers and SWAMP for a fun 
afternoon for all ages learning about 
rivers and wetlands by visiting them, 
collecting bugs and checking them out 
under a microscope. Location, Slocan 
Valley TBA.  Sun May 15, 1-4pm.

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Open Monday - Saturday
10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Closed Sunday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: howard@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

SERVICES

RENTAL WANTED

PETS

LEGAL NOTICE

OBITUARY

HEALTH FOOD

ORGANIC PRODUCE • NATURAL 
MEDICINES • VITAMINS  • SUPPLEMENTS  

AND MORE

Rutabagas
Whole Foods Market

New Denver, BC  
316 Main Street
250-358-7900

FLOWERS
Fresh Floral Arrangements  

                   by Darlene
Green Acres Ventures

Weddings & Everyday Flowers
Delivery available 250-265-1379

email: greenacres@live.ca • www.greenacresnakusp.ca

COMMUNITY

NOTICES

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.BC.CA

Bill Lander 
Realtor®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

NOTICE OF APPLICATION for a Water 
Licence, Water Sustainability Act (Section 
13) - We, Bryce Hyatt and Julie-Ann Hyatt 
of Site 2, Comp. 1, RR1, Winlaw, BC  V0G 
2J0 have applied for a water licence to use 
water out of Slocan River which flows 
south and discharges into Kootenay River 
and give notice of my application to all 
persons affected.

The point of diversion will be located at: 
2 km north of Winlaw Bridge. The quantity 
of water to be diverted or stored is 6 cu. m/
day. The purpose for which the water will 
be used is domestic. The land on which the 
water will be used is Lot 9, Plan NEP 1075 

DL 3816 and Lot D, Plan NEP 5765, DL 
3463, Kootenay Land District.

Anyone having concerns or comments 
with regard to the above proposal, please 
contact us at the above address in order that 
we may discuss the issues and arrive at a 
mutually acceptable arrangement.

Objections to this application may 
be filed with the Water Manager, c/o 
FrontCounter BC at 1902 Theatre Road, 
Cranbrook, BC  V1C 7G1, within 30 days 
of the date of the publication of this notice.

FOR INFORMATION ON AA, NA, 
OA, ACOA OR ALANON MEETINGS 
contact in New Denver: 358-7904 or 358-
7158; Nakusp 265-4216; Kaslo 353-2658; 
Slocan 355-2805; South Slocan 226-7705; 
Playmor Junction 359-7310.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-
352-6008 preventeldRabuse@sbdemail.
com/www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.org. 

LOOKING TO RENT small house 
or cabin in the Slocan Valley region, 
preferably rural but will consider in town. 
Price range $700-$900 per month. Single 
retired male with secure pension income 
and landlord reference if required. Move 
in date mid-May to June 1. Call me collect 
at 780-250-5887.

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS 
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows, 
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the 
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We also 
have lots of wood and metal doors in 
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-
399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY  – Journeyman 
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus, 
Bell, Xplornet etc; antennas, boosters, home 
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James, 
250-226-7236, tjfworks.ca
L A N D L O R D S :  F O R G E T T H E 
HASSLE.  Peace of  Mind Rental 
Management will screen applicants, collect 

the rent, inspect at regular intervals, answer 
tenants’ emergency calls, and arrange for 
repairs. 15 years of experience as landlords 
of three properties. Put our knowledge to 
work for you! 358 area only. 250-358-2119 
or kaytrin@netidea.com.

HANS DUMMERAUF, died February 27, 
2016. Born Johann Dummerauf, August 
5 1947.

Hans Dummerauf from Burton, BC was 
taken from us suddenly in a noble tragedy 
on February 27, 2016 at the Burton Flats. 
Hans had many passions, including wildlife, 
environment and woodworking. He will 
be remembered by many friends for his 
genuine personality. Hans is survived by 
wife Helga, Helga’s son Gary and his wife 
Dawn Assel, plus Toni and Tristan Assel, 
Helga’s grandchildren.

The family would like to thank the many 
people who send cards, flowers, food and 
made phone calls from all over Canada. 
The support from the community has been 
overwhelming.

Thank you all,
Helga and family
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318 Broadway St.  Nakusp, BC  250-265-3288
Guest 
House

Spring is Here!
Remarkable Jewelry and Bags
Fun Home Decor and Clothing

Color Bomb Yourself!

Open 7 Days A Week 
Located at Playmor Junction beside Kootenay Smokehouse

(250)359-5926 • www.diggardencentre.com

New Stock 
has Arrived!!

SOLD OUT

Waitin
g List

 on W
eb

by Art Joyce
The Teck corporation has admitted 

to the release of 90 litres of metals-
contaminated water into the Columbia 
River on April 13 in a leakage estimated 
to last 15-20 minutes.

According to the company, “the 
discharge is believed to be the result of 
a break in a line carrying runoff water 
from an historic landfill area to the on-
site water treatment facility. A quantity 
of the water may have entered nearby 
Stoney Creek.” Stoney Creek runs into 

Teck plant in Trail releases toxins into Columbia River
the Columbia. The breach has since been 
contained. 

An email from the Valley Voice 
to Teck’s Senior Communications 
Specialist Chris Stannell yielded only 
a bare outline of details. A CBC report 
added that Teck’s Manager of Public 
Affairs, Richard Deane, has said the 
company plans to invest a further 
$8.1 million in upgrades in addition to 
specific repairs. “These incidents we do 
not view as acceptable,” said Deane. 
Teck has already spent $1 billion in 

improvements to its Trail operations. 
According to a CBC News report 

dated March 1, a Rossland judge recently 
fined Teck $3.4 million for polluting the 
Columbia River over a 16-month period 
from late 2013 to early 2015. During 
that time frame, there were 13 separate 
incidents. 

There was also a Teck spill in 2014, 
where between 12,000 and 25,000 litres 
of sodium hydroxide solution flowed 
into a sewer line leading to a regional 
district sewage plant, which discharges 

into the Columbia River. At that time, 
the CBC reported that the company 
didn’t expect any long-term impact to 
aquatic life, but was pursuing a third-
party environmental impact assessment. 

Teck was also fined $210,000 for the 
release of chemicals into the Columbia 
River in 2013. 

In 2012, a Washington state judge 
ruled that Teck is “liable for intentionally 
discharging 9.97 million tonnes of slag 
into the Columbia River from 1930 and 
1995, and that materials in the slag, 
including heavy metals were likely to 
cause harm,” according to CBC News. 

Meanwhile, Northport Washington 
resident Barbara Anderson has filed 
a class action lawsuit against Teck, 

claiming that her breast cancer diagnosis 
is due to toxins coming downstream 
from the Trail plant. Northport is just 
30 kilometres south of Trail on the 
Columbia River. Anderson has also 
been diagnosed with inflammatory 
bowel disease.

Teck has also been subject to a 
lawsuit brought forward by the Colville 
Confederated Tribes claiming that the 
smelter has polluted the Columbia River 
in Washington for more than 100 years. 
According to the CBC report, “The 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
eventually joined that lawsuit and wants 
Teck to pay the estimated $1-billion cost 
of cleaning up the contamination.” The 
case is still in process. 

submitted
‘Wide Spot,’ the occasional 

community conversation and dinner 
event, will return to the New Denver/
Silverton area this fall. Sponsored in its 
initial year by the Turner Zion Pastoral 
Charge of the United Church of Canada, 
the program has recently been funded by 
the ProVision Fund of the United Church 
BC Conference for a three-year period.

“This gives us enough time,” said 
organizers Therese DesCamp and George 
Meier, “to develop a self-sustaining 
community spiritual hub.”

Wide Spot will be one of the hub 
offerings, as will be the Convergence 
Writers’ events. Also included will be 
an online version of Wide Spot, entitled 

An even Wider Spot in the Road
Sweet Spot Slocan; information about 
Contemplative in the Kootenays and 
other meditation opportunities in the area; 
details and contacts for House Church, a 
gathering of study, prayer and feasting; 
information on the spiritual lending 
library found at Garden Graces; and an 
event calendar for all faith communities 
and spiritual groups in the area.

“This project is the result of a lot of 
collaboration and vision, both inside and 
outside the United Church,” said Eleanor 
Spangler. “We worked with the New 
Denver Hospice Society and the North 
Valley Mountain Film Festival during 
the first season of Wide Spot, and we’ll 
be looking at new ways to team up with 
community groups in the coming year.” 

George Meier, principal grant author, 
put it another way: “For many people, the 
traditional religious organizations don’t 
work anymore. But most of us have a 
longing for connection, meaning, and 
community. So we decided to see what 
could happen if we left the building and 
found a wider spot.” 

The first event supported through 
this new program will occur on April 23. 
Practices for Living Deeply, co-taught 
by Kay Costley-White, trained in the 
Theravada Buddhist tradition and Therese 
DesCamp, trained in the contemplative 
Christian tradition, will be held at Knox 
Hall in New Denver from 9 am to 4 pm. 
For more information, contact Kay at 
358-7991 or Therese at 358-7904.

submitted
Don your deerstalker hat, grab your 

magnifying glass and join Sherlock 
Holmes and his loyal sidekick, Dr. 
Watson, in solving the mystery of The 
Hound of the Baskervilles. The novel 
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle has been 
adapted for radio by Philip Grecian, 
and a special performance will be held 
in New Denver April 30 as a fundraiser 
for the Slocan Valley Refugee Coalition.

The Hound of the Baskervilles, 
centred around an inheritance, a 
spectral hound on the moor, the dreaded 
Grimpen Mire, a damsel in distress 

Hound of the Baskervilles to help refugees
and – of course – a villain, is a tale of 
deception and murder and was one of 
Holmes’s strangest cases. Watch the 
radio play dramatization at 7:30 pm 
Saturday April 30 at the Bosun Hall on 
Bellevue Street in New Denver. Doors 
open at 7 pm.

If you’ve ever wondered how radio 
sound effects like wind, rain and vehicle 
wheels are made, you’ll get to watch 
David Everest create a soundscape 
to accompany the dialogue with the 
ingenious machines he has built himself. 

The cast lending their voices to 
the characters include Tonio Bachrach, 

Wil Brellisford, Matthew Fry, Hank 
Hastings, Julia Greenlaw and Eleanor 
Spangler. Pianist Judy Maltz will add 
music to the mix to enhance the mood. 
Donna Jean Wright, a wordsmith whiz, 
has crafted commercial jingles for local 
business sponsors.

This performance is a benefit for 
the Slocan Valley Refugee Coalition, 
so in addition to a night out, you’ll help 
to sponsor a refugee family in New 
Denver. There will be a concession at 
intermission. Admission at the door is a 
minimum of $10. For further info, call 
250-358-2162.

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK’s proposal for a Food 

Policy Council has met with approval 
from Interior Health to the tune of 
$15,000 per year for the next three years.

 “We hope to have the food policy 
council in place by end of year if not 
sooner,” said Sangita Sudan, general 
manager of community development at 
the RDCK. 

The food policy council will help 
to implement the RDCK Agriculture 
Area Plan, completed in 2011 by Brynne 
Consulting. Sudan said the council will 
be working on both policy and on-the-

Interior Health announces funding for RDCK food policy council
ground initiatives.

The next step is for the interim 
steering committee to hire a coordinator, 
and to oversee the creation of the food 
policy council. The interim steering 
committee is made up of representatives 
from the RDCK, IHA, community 
organizations, and project funders.

“The governance model and terms of 
reference of the food policy council will 
be developed to ensure that the council, 
once formed, has representation from all 
sectors that have a stake in a vibrant, just, 
and resilient food system,” said Sudan.

Other funding for the project has 
been received from the RDCK board, 
Osprey Foundation, and the BC Real 
Estate Foundation.

The project concept was developed 
by a multi-sector advisory group with 
representation from organizations and 
individuals enthusiastic about a regional 
food policy council, Sudan said.

The funds from Interior Health’s 
Community Food Action Initiative 
are meant to help recipients develop 
and implement community-wide food 
security plans.

Multiculturalism grants help 
the Langham and SLUGS 
with events
by Jan McMurray

The Langham Cultural Society 
in Kaslo and the Slocan Lake Garden 
Society in New Denver have each 
received multiculturalism grants of 
$2,480.

The Langham will present the 
celebrated performance by Canadian 
actor, dancer and writer Mark Kunji 
Ikeda, ‘Sansei: The Storyteller.’

The Slocan Lake Garden Society will 
use the funds to host a performance at the 
Kohan Garden in August.
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GALLERY

May 13 - June 4: Denyse MARSHALL
June 7 - 25: Roni JURGENSEN
June 28 - July 16: Kate MARLOWE
July 19 - August 6: Holly WOODS
August 10 - 27: Summer Group Show
August 30 - September 17: Patrizia MENTON
September 20 - October 8: David NIXON

STUDIO CONNEXION GALLERY proudly presents its 8th exhibition 
   season.

Gallery Hours: Tuesday to Saturday from 11 am to 4 pm or by appointment 250.265.3586
203 Fifth Avenue, Nakusp

by Jan McMurray
The School District 10 (Arrow 

Lakes) international education program 
is growing, and is calling for homestay 
families for the upcoming school year.

A meeting was held April 13 
at Nakusp Secondary to provide 
information about the program and the 
homestay opportunity.

“We really rely on homestays,” said 
Ryoko Kobayashi, vice-principal of 
Nakusp Secondary and the International 
Education Program. “The number of 
students we can take depends on the 

Homestay families wanted for SD 10 international students
number of homestay families coming 
forward.”

Two of the current homestay 
families are moving out of the area, and 
the students staying with them would 
like to remain to finish their high school 
in Nakusp.

Homestay families receive $800 
per month to host an international 
student. Health care coverage for the 
students is taken care of through the 
program. 

Homestay parents who attended the 
meeting were very positive about the 

experience. “It’s been really fun,” said 
Aubin Coulthard. Warren and Stephanie 
said they are learning a lot about China, 
where their homestay student is from.

Kobayashi acknowledged that 
sometimes there are cultural and 
personality challenges in homestay 
situations. “If there are any problems, 
we nip it in the bud,” she said. “We try 
to find the right fit, but it’s not always a 
great match.” In those cases, she said, 
they find solutions quickly.

The district has hired an English 
Language Learning (ELL) teacher to 
support the students in their classrooms. 
There is also a buddy system, where 
local students receive “mini-training” 

and take turns being buddies to the 
international students. “We keep hearing 
that it’s so much easier to make friends 
here than even their home country 
schools,” Kobayashi said.

There are five international 
students in the district this year, all 
attending Nakusp Secondary. Lucerne 
Elementary Secondary School and 
Nakusp Elementary are also options 
for international students; the school 
is chosen by the students and their 
families. Elementary students must 
come with a parent.

Kobayashi said international 
students choose SD 10 because of 
its outdoor education, and because 

our communities are safe, friendly, 
beautiful, and very English-speaking. 
Students are truly immersed in the 
language and culture here. Also, the 
Dogwood diploma is highly regarded 
internationally, so most international 
students plan to come for grades 10-12.

International students pay $12,500 
in annual tuition fees to attend school 
in SD 10. This revenue goes right back 
into the international program, to pay for 
recruitment efforts and the ELL teacher.

Anyone interested in hosting an 
international student can contact Andrea 
Coates, Heather Dennill or Ryoko 
Kobayashi at 250-265-3638. More 
information: www.sd10.bc.ca.

by Jan McMurray
The British Columbia Search and 

Rescue Association (BCSARA) has 
come up with a plan to distribute the 
$10 million in provincial funding 

announced in January. BCSARA 
worked hard to find a way to distribute 
the funds in a manner that will benefit 
all Ground Search and Rescue groups 
in the province.

“This one-time funding will go a 
long ways to benefiting all 80 GSAR 
groups in meeting their needs for 
training, equipment purchases, and other 
costs associated with delivering one of 
the best volunteer search and rescue 
programs in the world,” says a press 
release issued by BCSARA.

BCSARA has been working on a 
funding model, called the Alternative 
Support Model (ASM), to provide long-
term, stable funding for GSAR groups 
while reducing the administrative 
burden on the volunteers. The ASM 
was formally presented to the Province 
in December 2015, and representatives 
from the province and BCSARA are 
meeting this month to continue talks.

In creating a plan for distributing 
the $10 million, BCSARA used the 
ASM as a guideline in allocating funds 
across the 80 GSAR groups. The 
development of the allocation formula, 
based on the format within the ASM 
proposal, considers EMBC-recognized 

capabilities of GSAR groups. 
The plan will allocate approximately 

90 percent of the funds over two years 
to the 80 GSAR groups, with the 
remaining 10 percent funding provincial 
initiatives such as much needed 
prevention programming, provincial 
training initiatives, the Critical Incident 
Stress Management (CISM) program, 
and others.

President of Nakusp Search and 
Rescue Walter Posnikoff reports that the 
Nakusp group will receive $35,843 from 
the $10 million grant this year.

Kaslo SAR President Stefan Lettrari 
says the Kaslo group hasn’t gotten 
notification of the amount it will receive, 
but expects a cheque by mid May. “It’s 
been a bit of a struggle at times keeping 
the team up to all the new training 
standards, and spending a great deal 
of time trying to track down money 
as well,” he said. “Now we can spend 
more of our time focusing on training 
and keeping our volunteers safe with 
the latest equipment.”

Lettrari says the Kaslo SAR is 
trained in rope rescue, avalanche rescue, 
heli rescue, inland water rescue, swift 
water rescue, and road rescue.

Search and Rescue groups get injection of $10 million
Five international students are attending Nakusp Secondary this year. In front, L to R: Sahya, Maria, and Andrew. In back: Ryoko Kobayashi, 

vice-principal of NSS and the international program, and Oliver. Missing: Bill.


